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HE firſt memorable Exploit of this new 
LEW King was againſt ( ») Naſh, King of 
Tes the Anmonites, who refuſing the Inha- 
828 bitants of Jabiſh - Gilead tolerable Condi- 

| | tions, they ſent to demand Aid of Saul 
at Gibeah. Saul ſent the Meſſengers throughout all 
Iſrael, commanding all on Pain of Death to come 
to the Relief of Fabeſh. The Hfraelites readily o- 
bey d, and there appeared in'a very ſhort Time an 
[Pol 2.1 Army 


00 Naeſh. See Note on the Letter (d) of this Alphabet: 
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Army of three hundred thouſand Iſraelites, beſides thirty 
thouſand of the Tribe of Judah. This Army Saul divided 
into three Parts, and by Break of Day ſurprizes the Care- 
leſs Ammoniten. The Action continued till Noon, the 
victorious {/raclites bearing down all before them; This 
glorious Victory, heighten'd much by the Greatneſs of 
the Deliverance from ſo inſulting an Enemy, was a mighty 
Incouragement tothe new King and his Favourites; ſome ti 
of a call.ng to Mind the Reflections caſt upon Saul t! 
at his Election, demanded to have them brought to con- h. 
dign Puniſhment. But Saul politickly and generouſſy ri 
anſwered, He would not cloud that joyful Day with the | he 
melancholick Execut.on of any Ifraelite. | 
Upon this Victory, Samuel being willing to reconcile 
all Animoſities, and give an Opportunity to thoſe that | 
ſtood out to come in now, and recognize Saul, 8 | Ar 
a general Meeting at G, to confirm Saul's Election. M 
Whiclfthey unanimouſly did; and having /acrificed Peace- | on 
Offerings to the Lord, both King and People celebrated | the 
the Congreſs with much Mirth. Bur leaſt any Intempe- | yo. 
rance in their Joy ſhould make them forget God, he took | of 
Occaſion there to put them in Mind of their former | to | 
Tranſgreſſions in ſlighting his Adminiſtration, and chang- had 
ing the Government, challenging them to convict him, if | vaſt 
they could, of any Ill or Injury he had done them. Of ſiſte 
which they all acquit him. Then repeating the many | Hor 
Deliverances God had given their Forefathers and them, | Sa! 
and ſetting before their Face their laſt Tranſgreſſion in | coul 
rejecting the Government of God and Samuel, and deſi- to b 
ring a King, he tells them, notwithſtanding all this, if ever) 
they would ſerve and obey the Lord, both bh and their 
King ſhould continue under the Care and Protection of 
God ; but if they would not, that the Hand of the Lord 


ſhould ſtrike in Judgment upon them and their (#) R 


» (m) Princes. Our Tranſlation and Fathers may be render d for Princes, 
the Latin render it Fathers; the Seh- becauſe Princes are the Fathers of 3. and 
tuagint, Kings; the Chaldee Paraphraie their Country; bur the Seprnagine dred, a; 
and Vatablus agree, that God had pu- come moſt n:as the Text and Con- : 
nilh'd them as he did their Fathers in text here. 
the Wilderneſs. But this ſeems wide · 
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And to let them ſee he ſpoke not this of his own Head 
or out of any Prejudice againſt them, but by the Dire- 
ction of the Lord, he told them the Lord ſhould confirm 
what he ſaid by a great Storm of Thunder and Rain. Ac- 
cordingly upon Samuel's praying, there fell ſuch a Storm 
bf Thunder and Rain, as frighted the /aclites into a 
Senſe of their former Tranſgreſſion, and made them in- 
treat Samuel to pray to God for them, acknowledgin 
that they had ſinned in deſiring a King. Samuel — 
his Exhortation, adviſing the People to ſerve God, aſſu- 
ring them that he would not only pray for them, but that 
he would always be ready to teach them their Duty, 
threatning with Deſtruction, if they diſobeyed, both them 
and their King. | 
After the Victory over the Ammonites, of that vaſt 
Army that Saul had, he diſmiſſed all but three thouſand 
Men, two of which he kept with him at Michmaſb, and 
on the Mountain of Bethel, and his Son Fonathan had 
the other thouſand at Gibeah. Jonathan being a brave 
young Prince, and fond of Honour, cut off the Garriſon 
of the Philiſtines at Geba, which was a Sort of a Signal 
to both Sides to prepare for War. The Philiſtines ſoon 
had Notice of this; and in order to revenge it, raiſed a 
vaſt Army, which, beſides a great Number of Foot, con- 
ſiſted of (o) three thouſand Chariots, and ſix thouſand 
Horſe, with which they came and incamped at Aichmaſh. 
Saul by Sound of Trumpet gathered what Force he 
could raiſe to oppoſe them, and order'd the Rendezvous 
to be at Gilgal; where he incamp'd, expecting Sammel 
every Day. But he not coming when they — for 
| m, 


(e) Three, This is by Neglect of much fewer, as may be ſeen in ma- 
Tranſcribers rendered thirty thou- ny Places. For which Reaſons the 
ſand. For it is not likely that the Syriack and Arabick Verſions have 
Philiflines had thirty thouſandChariors given the Philiſtines but three thou- 
of War, fince Shiſkack, the moſt 1and Chariots, To theſe Conſide- 

owerful of all the b ings of Egypt, rations we may add, that the, Ca- 
Bad but twelve hundred, 2 Chro. 12. valry was always more numerous 
3. and ſince Pharaoh had bur fix hun- than the Chariots of War, and yet 
dred, and all the other Princes, whoſe they had no more than fix chouland 
Equipage is related in Sdipture, Horiemen. 


B 2 


4 A Compleat Hijlory Book V. 


him, the People, quite diſcouraged by the Abſence of the 
Prophet, did generally forſake their new and ſo much 
deſired King, ſhifting every one for himſelf, ſome hiding 
themſelves in the Rocks, and others, not thinking them- 
ſelves ſafe, paſſed rhe Jordan. 
aul ſeeing himſelf thus deſerted, and deſpairing of 
Samnel's coming, called for a Burnt- Offering and a Pcace- 
Offering, and offered the Burnt-Offering : Which he had 
no ſooner done, but the News of Sammel's Arrival was 
brought him ; upon which he went out to meet him. 
Samuel asking him what he had done, Saul told him all, 
and the Reaſon, which was, That ſeeing the People de- 
ſerted him for want of his Preſence, and the near Ap- 
roach of the Enemy, he was afraid they would attack 
im before he could addreſs himſelf to the Lord for Suc- 
ceſs, and therefore he had offered a Burnt-Offering before 
he came. amuel ſharply reproved him, and charged him 
with a () Breach of Gcd's Commandment, by which he 
had forfeited his Kingdom, which God had now tranſ- 
ferred to another. Upon this Samuel left Gilgal, and 
went to Gibeah, whither Saul and Jonathan with about 
fix hundred Men, and thoſe very ill provided, followed. 
For the Philiſtines, to prevent the //raelites arming, had 
taken Care that they ſhould have no Smith; ſo that they 
were forced to make Uſe of their working Tools, ſuch as 
Plough-Shares, Matrocks, Axes, and Coulters, inſtead 
of Weapons. | 
Whilſt this little Army lay at Gibeah, the Vanguard of 
the Philiſtines in three Bodies ſallied out to ravage the 
Country ; buttheir main Body continued in the Streights 
of Michmaſh. Which Jonathan obſerving, inſpir'd with 
| amore 


himſelf offered the Burnr- Offering, 


(p) Breach. What that Breach 
Which can bardly be ſuppoſed; for 


was is hard to gueſs ; for according 


to the Text ĩt is plain. 1 Saw. 13. g. 
that Saua tarried ſeven Days for Sa- 
mn · i, but he came not. Though his 
Impatience might ſhorten the laſt 
Day, and that Samael deterred his 
coming to the laſt, ro try Sass Obe- 
dience. Some will have it chat Sant 


the Ark of the Lord being with them, 
they could rot want a Prieſt to do 


that Office. But whatever the Cauſe * 


was, Saul was guilty of that which 
coſt him his Kingdom in the Begin- 
ping of his Reign, * 


— 


I: SAMUEL CHAP NI. 
Samuel reprovech Saul. 


—— 
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I. SAMUEL 1, Verſe u. 
And Samuel fard,H la 2 fl thou done?tnd 
Saul fad, ( wcaufe 4 eie that the people wore ſcat 
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a more than ordinary Courage and religious Confidence» 
privately withdrew from the Camp, attended only 
with his Armour-Bearer, to whom he had imparted his 
Deſign, and who promiſed to ſtand by him. Being come 
near the Out-guards, the Phi/iſtines diſcovering them, 
took them to be ſome of the 1ſraelites that had skulk'd 
about the Rocks, and in R:dicule called them to come 
near. The Way by which they were to paſs was ſteep 
and narrow, having a ſharp Rock on each Side, ſo that 
nat h un and his Servant were forced to craw] up on 
their Hands and Feer. As ſoon asthey were got up they 
laid about them ſo furiouſly, that in a ſhort Space of 
Time they ſlew twenty Philiftines. This bold Attempt 
of two Men only on a whole Army ſtruck the Philiſtines 
with ſuch a Conſternation, that they fell a trembling ;. 
and this Fright put them into ſo great a Diſorder, that 
whilſt they indeavoured to fave their Lives, they fell upon 
one another's Sword. aul's Sentinels-gave him Notice 
of this Diſorder, who in Haſte muſtering his Men, to 
know who might be the Occaſion of this, he found only 
his Son han and his Armour-Bearer miſſing. Upon 
this he drew out his Men, and thoſe that hid themſelves 
hearing of it flocked to him; who, taking the Advan- 
tage of the Philiftines Confuſion, had Time to arm them- 
ſelves with their Enemies Weapons, and fell upon 
them with ſuch Fury, that they ſoon defeated them. 
aul had made an inauſpicious Step in the Beginning of 
his Government, and unhappily was guilty of another in 
this Action: For before he ingaged, to ſecure the Victory 
as he thought, by keeping his Men from falling too ſoon to 
Plunder, he made Proclamation in the Camp that that Man 
ſhould be curſed that eat before Night. Herein he followed 
too much the Dictates of his own Will, without conſult- 
ing God, as he did a little before the Action, when calling 
for the Ark, and the Prieſt to inquire of God what to do, 
in a prepoſterous Haſte, fearing to loſe Time, he ſtopp'd 


4 the Prieſt, bidding him ( q) withdraw his Hand, that he 


might 


(7) Wrhdraw, See 1 Sam. 14. v. 18, 19. 
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might not loſe the Opportunity of falling on the Philiſtines 
in their Confuſion, By this unhappy Conduct Saul de- 
feated his own Purpoſe ; for the People for want of Su- 
ſtenance, eſpecially thoſe that had hid themſelves, were 
ſo feeble, that they were not able to purſue rhe Enemy, 
by which many of them eſcap d, who otherwiſe muſt have 
fallen into their Hands. Jonathan, being gone from the 
Camp before this Proclamation was given, knew nothin 
of it ; and coming through a Wood where Honey drop- 
ped as he paſſed, he took ſome of it, and eat, offering ſome 
to the People that had joined him; but they refuſed, tel- 
ling him that his Father had charg'd them with an Oath 
not to eat. Jonathan was concern d at his Father's Over- 
fight, for heſaw by that the Glory of this Day was much 
leſſen d. However, he excuſed himſelf for cating on ac- 
count of his Faintneſs; but the People, edged with Hun- 

er, could not long forbear imitating him; for falling on 
the Plunder, they fell to eating too. 

Saul raſhly again propoſed to purſue the Philiſtines by 
Night; but the Prieſt oppoſed him, adviſing him to con- 
ſult the Lord: Which he did; but received no Anſwer. 

Saul was uneaſy at this; and imputing this Repulſe to a 
Breach of his, given before about not eating, he reſolv' d 
to find out the Offender by caſting the Lot, which fell 
upon Jonathan, whom Saul had put to Death, if the 
People had not interpoſed, and pleaded the Merit of the 
Prince, to whom the Honour of that Day was wholly 
owing. Jonathan being thus reſcued from Death, Saul 
gave over all Thoughts of purſuing the Philiſtines, who 
by that Means eſcaped to their own Country. 

Notwithſtanding theſe Miſcarriages of Saul, he til] 
(7) continued in the Government of //rael as King; nor 
was he ſo much out of Favour, but that the Lord would 
imploy him again in another Expedition, that he 1 

ve 


('») Continued. See 1 Sam. 14. 47. CJ. 13. 1. was all the Time that he 
where it 1s ſaid that Jau took the reigned lawfully, and after that de- 
Kingdom over Iſrael, From which clining from that. Manner of Ruling 
Words ſome think, that the two Years which trom the Lord Samnel had pre- 
wherein he is ſaid to have geigned, ſcribed aud recorded ina Book, ch. 10. 

v. 17. 
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have an Opportunity to recover himſelf, and make ſome 
Amends for his former Miſtakes. In a ſhort Time Samuel 
came to him again witha Meſſage from the Lord, which 
was this: Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, I remember 
* that which Amalel did to Iſrael; how he laid wait for 
c him in the Way when he came out of () Egypt. Now 
6 55 and ſmite Amalck, and utterly deſtroy all that they 
ave. _ them not ; but ſlay both Man and Wo- 

& man, Infant and Suckling, Ox, Sheep, Camel, and 
ce Afs.”. This Command was fo expreſs and plain, that 
it was ſcarcely poſſible to miſtake it; and Saul without 
Heſitation prepares to execute it. But before he com- 
mitted any Act of Hoſtility, he adviſed the Kenites, wha 
had been kind to the 1/7aclites upon their leaving Egypt, 
to be gone, leaſt they ſhared in the common Fate of the 
Amalekites, with whom they lived in common. The 
Kenites take his Advice, and march off, and then Saul 
fell upon the Amalekites, But he forgot, or deſignedly 
broke his Orders; for he not only ved the King of the 
Amalckites, but ſpared the beſt of the Cattle, and every 
Thing that was good. Of this Samuel had Notice from 
the Lord, who ſo highly reſented this inexcuſable Diſ- 
obedience of Saul, that, expreſſing himſelf after the 
Manner of Men, he ſaid to Samuel, © It repenteth me 
cc that I have ſet up Saul to be King for he is turned 
* from me, and hath not performed my Commandments.” 
This ſo grieved Samuel, that he cried all Night in Saul 's 
Behalf to the Lord: And getting up early the next Morn- 
| we 


v. 25. he govern'd arbitrarily by a 
ſtanding Force. And it may not be 
unlikely chat he, who was a jealous 
Prince, and always regardful of his 
own Safery, obſerving how dear his 
Son was to the People, might nor 
think himſelf e out of Dan- 
ger of being dethron'd, and there fore 
took what Meaſures he thought beſt 
to ſecure the Kingdom to himſelf ; 
and being himſelf a military Prince, 
might probably think a ſtandingForce 
the ſecureſt. And indeed he wanted 
dot * Occalions for raiſing one, and 


keeping it up; for he had Wars on 
all Hands, being frequently attacked 
by the Neighbouring Princes all bis 
Reign. 

(s) Egypt. This may ſeem a ſevere 
Piece of juſtice, conhdexing that ĩt 
was executed upon a whole Nation 
for a Fact committed above four hun- 
dred Years betore, and tor which too 
the Aggrefiors were then puniſhed in 
their own Perſons, Exod. 17. 13. But 
this ſhews God's Faithfulnets and 


Love to his People; and that at firſt 


or laſt he will revenge their Cauſe. 


5 4 | 
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ing to meet aul, he found him at Gifgal. At their firſt 
Meeting Saul ſaluted amuel very chearfully, telling him he 
had performed the Commandment of God. What then, 
« faid Samuel, is the Meaning of the Bleating of the Sheep, 
« and Lowing of O xen, which I hear ? Saul told him, 
they were ſaved to offer them in Sacrifice to the Lord. 
Then ſaid ammel, © Hear what the Lord hath ſaid to me 
« this Night: When thou waſt mean in thine own 
« Sight, did I not make thee the Head of the Tribes of 
ce Iſrael? And did not the Lord anoint thee King over 


* Iſrael, and command thee to deſtroy the Amalekites? 


« Wherefore then didſt thon not obcy the Voiceof the 
« Lord?” aul juſt fied himſelf, and faid he had; but that 
it was the People that had ſaved of the Spoil for Sacrifice. 
To this Samuel replied, « Obedience was better than Sa- 
« crifice; but Rebellion was as the Sin of Witchcraft, 
& and Stubbornneſs as Iniquiry and Idolatry. Now 
ce therefore hear thy Doom, O Sax! Becauſe thou haſt 
te rejected the Word of the Lord, he hath rejected thee 
cc from being King” Theſe Words rouz'd Saul, who 
preſently acknowledged his Sin, and intreated Sammel to 
pray for him, and bear him Company to worſhip the 
Lord: But amet refuſing, and offering to be gone, 
Saul catched hold of the Lappet of his Mantle, and it 
rent; whereupon amuel told him propherically, That 
God had rent the Kingdom from him, and had given it 


to another more worthy of it than he. 


The Loſs of the Kingdom made the deepeſt Impreſſion 
upon Haul, who apprehending, that if Samuel ſhou d re- 
fuſe to go with him to worſhip the Lord, it would leſſen 
his Eſteem among the People ; he again acknowledging 
his Fault, beg 1 of Samuel to honour him now before 
the People, — turn again with him, that be might wor- 
ſhip the Lord his God 

damuel obliged him in this, and Saul having perform'd 


his Devotions, amuel asked for the King of the Amale- 


kites, who being brought before him, expected Mercy 
from the reverend Prophet; but without any Ceremopy, 
only ſaying, As thy Sword hath made Women _ 

. NY 8 0 . x b ; - fo 80 ſo 
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& ſo ſhall thy Mother be childleſs among Women,“ he 
fell upon him, and hewed him in Pieces before the Lord 
in Gilgal. Upon this amuel went to his own Houſe at 
Ramah, and aul to his at Gibeah; after which Samuel 
( t) never ſaw aul, but could not forbear to mourn for him. 
God having already made it known to Samuel that he 
had pitched upon another to rule in -//rael inſtead of 
Saul, bid Samuel prepare to $2 for Bethlebem under Co- 
lour of ſacrificing there, and to invite Jeſſe and his Sons 
to the Sacrifice-Feaſt, and to do as he ſhould theredire& 
him. amwel obeyed, and approaching Bethlehem, the 
Elders of the City were (v ſurprized, and, going out 
to meet him, asked whether he came in a peaceable 
Manner. He told them he did, and came to hold a 
() Feaſt unto the Lord. Therefore he bid them 
themſelves, and come with him to the Feaſt ; but in a 
more peculiar Manner he addreſſed himſelf to Jeſſe and 
his Sons, whom he ſanctified, and invited to the Feaſt. 
After this, going to 7eſſe s Houſe, and obſerving his ſeven 
Sons, he concluded that Eliab the Eldeſt, who was a 
comely tall Man, was the Perſon God had 2 upon 
to ſucceed Saul. But God ſoon fer his Judgment right, 
and having ſurveyed the ſeven, he asked the Father of 
them, if he had not more Children; who told him he had 
one Son more, who was in the Field watching the Sheep. 
Samuel bid him ſend for him, for he would not ſit down 
to eat till he came. When he came, anuel viewed him 
with Pleaſure and Admiration, for he was very beautiful; 
and at the ſame Time the Lord inſtructed him to anoint 


him, 


{t) Never. The Tranſpoſitions of Surprize was to ſee him unattended, 


fearing that he came to denounce 


flatious obſcure in many Places. Thus 
it is in 1 Sam, 15. 35. where the Word 
wntil is placed ſo as to make one ĩima- 
gine that Sammel ſaw Sani at the Day 
of his Death: But on the contrary, 
as St. Jerome obſerves in another Text, 
Mat. 1. 25. the Word wntil implics 
not that he ſaw Saul at or after his 
Death, but that Samuel afterwards 
nevei ſaw San. 


(* Swrprized. The Cauſe of their 
RX » | 


ſome terrible Judgment agaiaſt them, 
which was the Cauſe ot their de- 
manding whether he came in Peace, 
or not? 

(w) Feaſt, or Facri ce. Sacrifice 
in à ſtrict and proper Senſe, as a 
Burnt-Offtering tor Sin, might not be 


offe red by the Law in any other Place 
than before the Ark: But Peace-Of- 


terings ox Feaſts might. 


— — 
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him, for this was he. Then Samuel pouring Oil onthe 
Head of Dauia (x) anointed him in the Midſt of his Bre- 
thren. And from that Day the (y) Spirit of the Lord was 
upon David; but it departed from Saul, and an (⁊) evil 
Spirit poſſeſſed him, which ſoon appeared in the ſad 
Perturbations, wherewith his diſtemper d Mind was fre- 
quently agitated; which his Servants obſerving, they ad- 
viſed him to divert his Melancholy with Muſick, which 


would ſettle and quiet his diſturbed Spirits. Saul deſi- 


rous of Eaſe from theſe Inquietudes, conſented; upon 
which one of them recommended David to him, telling 
him he was not only an excellent Muſician, but a (a) brave 
and prudent Man, and a very comely Perſon; adding, 
that the Lord was with him. This Character of David 


pleaſed Saul, who ſent Meſſengers to David's Father to 


(x) Anointed. David was three 
Times anoiared. Firſt, Privately, as 
at this Time, not that he ſhould im- 
mediately reign, but ſucceed Saul at 
his Death. Secondly, He was anoint- 
ed publickly when he was made King 
of the Tribe of Jadab. Thirdly, 
When he was made King of all the 
Tribes of Iſrael. 


(y) Spirit. The Spirit here men- 
tioned has many Epithers beſtowed 
on it by Interpreters, who call it the 
Spirit of Fortitude both of Mind and 
Body, which inabled David to per- 
form thoſe heroick and warlike Ex- 
ploits, which to his bare natural 
Strength had been inſuperable; for it 
was after his Anointing that he flew 
the Lion and the Bear, and the Giant 
Goliah. It is by others called a Royal 
and Majeſtick Spirit: For as God, 
calling Saal from — Aw to a 
Kingdom, changed his Ruſtick Temp- 
er into a noble and magnanimous 
Spirit, ſo he transferred the ſame 
Spirit from Sani to David, that he 
who before had imployed his 
Thoughts only about the Care of 
his Sheep, ſhould now devote them 
to the more uleful Government of 
Iſrael. 


(=) Evil Spirit. Joſephus and many 


deſire 


later Authors are of Opinion, that 
this evil Spirit was a deep Me- 
lancholy which San had contracted 


upon his being rejected by God, and 


deprived by Samuel; repreſenting to 
his diſtemperd Mind the fad Pal- 
fions of Jealouſy, Envy, Griet, De- 
ſpair, Anger, and other Anxieties, 
which are often diſhpared and ap- 
peaſed by Mulick ; as is plain from 
David's being recommended to Saul 
to divert and quiet him, when he 
was at any Time agitated by any 
of theſe Perturbations. 


(a) Brave. 1 Sam. 16. 18. David's 
Character is ſet out as large for his 
Courage and Knowledge of War; 


and of God's being with him, as it 


is afterwards, when he became emi- 
nent in the World for thoſe Excel- 
lencies ; from whence ſome note that 
David had ſlain Goliab before this 
Recoramendation : But they ought, 
to have conſidered thar what is here 
—— being writ afterwards, was 
poken prophetically, as the Words 
plainly denote; tor Dawid, though 
anointed by Samael before this, re- 
turned to his uſual Employment 
of looking after Sheep, as appeal 
from v. 19. 
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David anomted King by Samuel. 
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Book V. of the Holy Bible. IT 


deſire him to ſend his Son to him. Feſt knowing the Cu- 
ſtom of the Court, to recommend his Son the better, ſends 
a handſome Preſent with his Son to the King, who at 
firſt Sight is pleas d with David; but when he exerciſed 
his Skill upon the Harp, Saul was ſo taken with his Perfor- 
mance, that he repeated his Requeſt to Feſſe to let David 
continue with him; to which the old Man readily con- 
ſented : And Saul finding the Benefit of David's Muſick, 
to indear him to his Service, promoted him tothe Office 
of his Armour-Bearer. 

In this ſmall Interval of Peace, David often exerciſed 
his Talent on the Harp to the great Satisfaction and 
Quiet of Saul, who injoyed it but when David thus di- 
verted him. And now the Philiſtines having rallied their 
ſcattered Troops, and recruited their Forces, appeared 
again with a great Army to revenge their former Diſho- 
nour and Loſſes; and marching to Shocoh, which belong- 
ed to Judah they incamped between SHocoh and Azekah 
in the Borders of Dammim. Saul prepares to meet them; 
and accordingly marched his _ to the Hill above the 
Valley of Elah, which ſeparated the two Camps. While 
the two Armies were facing each other, a Champion of 
prodigious Stature came out of the Philiſtines Camp, 
and challenged any Vfaelite to ſingle Combat, on the 
Deciſion 1 which, the Fate of either Army ſhould de- 

d. He was of a Gigantick Size, being near ten Feet 
igh, and his Arms and Armour proportionable to his 
vaſt Bulk and Strength. The Appearance of this mon- 


ſtrous Champion was fo. terrible to the Mraelites that 


none durſt accept the Challenge, which this preſump- 
tuous Infidel for forty Days ſucceſſively inſolently offered. 
At laſt the God of Iſrael furniſhes Saul with a Cham- 
pion of his own in the Perſon of David, () whom we 

; | ſuppoſe 


8 
8 (3) Whom, Sax having found Re- tary Preparations, which might di- 
lief trom his 1 Indiipofi- vert his Melancholy; it is probable 
tion by David's playing on the Harp, he might for a Seaſon diſmi ; Darid, 
and the Wars coming on again, an, s who went home to his Father's Houſe 
Mind might be imploy d by hismili- and follow'd his old Imployment. 


12 A Compleat Hiſtory Book V. 


ſuppoſe to have been diſmiſſed Saws Service for the 
preſent, upon his going into the Field ro command the 
Army, if not before, However, at this Time the three 
eldeſt of Jeſſe's Sons ſerved in the Army under Saul, and 
David going frequently to viſit his Brethren, and carry 
them Pavilions, God had fo order'd it, that on the laſt of 
thoſe forty Days, during which the Philiſtine Champion 
Goliah uſed to challenge Iſrael, David came to the Camp 
juſt before the Armies were going to ingage 3 and leaving 
the Proviſions with them that guarded the Carriages, he 
ran into the Army to ſalute his Brethren : And whilſt he 
was talking with them, Goliah came out of the Philiſtines 
Army as uſually, and in Zavid's Hearing bid Defiance. 
The Iſraelites were ſtill frighted at the Sight of him; 
but to encourage ſome Body fo take him up, they repeat- 
ed the King's Praclamation, which was, „That who- 
« ever would accept the Challenge, and fight him, if he 
<« ſlew him, ſhould be rewarded; and befides, the King 
cc would not only give him his Daughter, but make his 
« Father's Houſe (c free in Iſrael . This being repeated 
to him again, his eldeſt Brother Eliab hearing his Reply 
to it, took an Occaſion from thence to (4) quarrel with 
him; which David to avoid turned from him, and talk» 
ed with another Man, expreſſing a more than ordinary 
Zeal and Courage for the Cauſe, of the God of Jſraeh, 
and a high Contempt of the inſo ent Goliah : Inſomuch, 
that David's Words at laſt reach'd aul's Ear, who there- 
upon ſent for him; and being introduced to aul, with 
great Preſence of Mind he ſaid. Let no Man fear _ 
| « p 


During which Time he often went 
berween the Camp and his own 
Houſe, to inquire after the Health 
of his Brethren who were in the 
Service, and to furniſh them with 
Neceſſaries; for in thoſe early Days 
of the Iſraehtiſh Kingdom, it may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that thoſe 
who ſerved in the Army, ſerved at 
their own proper Expence, and not 
at the King's; which appears pret- 
xy plain by che Provihons Jeſſe 


ſent by David to his Sons in the 
Army. 

(c) Free. That is, would make 
him Noble, and exempt him from 
all Triburary Payments and Taxes. 

(4) Ruarrel, It is likely Ebab 
bore, David leſs good Will ſince the 
Time that Sammel had ancinred Da- 
vid, by which he thought himſelf 
ſlighted, eſpecially in baving his 

oungeſt Brother preterred befoxe 

m. | 
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David flays Goliah. 
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& philiſtine, for I thy Servant will fight him. Su 
(e) ſurveying David's Youth, with Concern told him he 
was too young to ingage a ſeaſoned old Soldier, as Go- 
liah was. To this David anſwered, he had performed as 
great Things as the Killing of the Gigantick Champion 
could be; that he had ſlain a Lion and a Bear with his 
own Hand, anddid not queſtion but the ſame Providence 
that had delivered him from them would do the ſame 
Thing now. | | 

Saul ſeeing David's Reſolution, orders his own Ar- 
mour to be put on David; but he being not uſed to 
them, defired to chooſe his own Arms, and be excuſed 
from wearing Armour ; and taking only his Staff and 
Sling, and five ſmooth Stones, he marched to meet his 
Adverſary, who ſeeing one with ſo effeminate a Counte- 
nance, taking it as done in Contempt and Affront to 
him, he could not forbear curſing ; and moving towards 
him to diſpatch him in his Rage, Zavid as nimbly offer'd 
to meet him, and fitting a Stone to his Sling he threw it 
with ſuch Force, that, God directing it, it {truck him on 
the Forehead, and ſunk into it; upon which Goliah fell 
flat on his Face. David immediately ran to him, and 
drawing the Philiſtines own Sword, cut off his Head 
with ir. The Philiſtines ſeeing their Champion ſlain, in 
great Diſorder fled ; but the /ſraelites, ſtanding ready 
in Arms, ſeeing the Succeſs of their little Champion, and 
the Flight of x Enemy, giving a great Shout, purſued 
the Philiſtines through the Valley of Eon, and made 
a great Slaughter among them. After which returni 
from the Chaſe, they tell to plundering the Philitines 
Camp, where inriching themſelves with the Spoilof their 
2 and other Goods, they return to their own 

amp. 

The Field being clear'd, David, among thereſt, returns 
from the Slaughter of the Enemy, .and 15 met by Abner 
the General, who conducts him to Saul, Z avid * 

| Goliath's 


(e) Surveying. See Note on the Letter (f) follow ing. 


— — — 


14 A Compleat Hiſtory Book V. 


Goliah's Head in his Hand. Saul inquires (F) who this 
young Hero was ; David tel's him, * was Son to eſſe 
the Bethlehemite. There was na Applauſe wanting to ſer 
off this glorious Action of David's, but none expreſſed 
ſo much Satisfaction as Jonathan, who, being him'elf a 
Prince of great Bravery , was ſo taken with David's 
Courage and Conduct in this Ingagement, that he con- 
tracted a firm Friendſhip with him; and having made a 
mutual Covenant of Amity, the Prince gave David his 


Robe, his Sword, Belt, and Bow. 


(F) Who. Commentators differ 
much about the Time when this 
Duel berween David and Goliah was 
fought. For ſince we read in 198. 
mnel 16. 19. before this Account of 
the Philifiines Defiance, that San! 
ſent for David, and that David came 
to him, play'd on his Harp betore 
him, grew into Fayour with him, 
and was made his Armour-bearer, 
ver. 21. 22. it is ſtrange that neither 
Sant nor Abner ſhould remember or 
know him, when be came to offer 
himſelt ro the Combat. This hath 
made ſome think , that this Com- 
bat was fought betore that Time 
that David was ſent to play before 
Seal, To which the Character giv- 
en of David by Saul's Servants, 
when they recommended him, nor 
only for a skiltul Player on Mulick, 
bur a mighty valiant Man, a Man 
of War, and that the Lord was with 
him, ver. 28, ſeems to give ſome 
Countenance. But on the other Hand, 
as it may not be ſuppoſed that this 
Encounter with Goliah happen'd be- 
fore David had been anointed by 
Samnel ; ſo, fince the Sgivic of the 
Lord, upon that anointing of Da- 
vid, came immediately upon him, 
from that Day forward, v. 13. it 
is rea onable to conclude, that trom 
that very Time the Spiric of the 
Lord departed from San,; and from 
that very Time the evil Spirit 
diſturbed bim: And that very ſoon 
after Sanft Seryants perceiving him 
to be troubled, recommended Da- 
wid to him; and that upon David's 


After this Saul 
takes 


playing, the evil Spirit had left 
Saul, and he was grown well, ver. 
23. before this Invaſion of the Phi- 
hiftines. And though the Character 
Saxls Servants gave ot David's Va- 
lour may very reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed ro have been ſpoken Prophe- 
+ yet it ma likewiſe well e- 
nough ariſe from his bold and brave 
Undertaking in incountering the Lion 
and the Bear in Defence of his 
Flock; which though Saal had not, 
yet ſome of his Servants might like- 
ly have heard of, and from thence 
infer the Lord was with him. Be- 
fides, we read that David went and 
return'd from San ro feed his Fa- 
«ther's Sheep at Bethlehem, Ch. 17. 15. 
And fince we never read of his go- 
ing to Sax! but upon that Occaſion 
ot the evil Spirit that troubled him, 
and at this Time, when he went 
ro fight the Philiftines, it is moſt 
likely his going to Saul, chere men- 
tioned, ver. IF. was when Sas! 
was ſo troubled; and his returning 
from Saal to his Sheep again, was 
after the Spirit had leit San. For 
after David had ſlain Gellab, it is 
faid Saul took him that Day, and 
would let him go no more Home to 
his Father's Houſe, but ſer him over 
the Men of War, Ch. 18. v. 2, G 5+ 
So that if this Duel had been be- 
tore his playing to Saul, there had 
been no Occaſion to have ſent for 
David to play before him, becauſe 
he muſt be [uppoled to have been 
with him, 
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takes particular Notice of David; and in Recompence of 
his Service gives him the Command over his Men of 
War: In which Poſt he behaved himſelf with that Pru- 
dence, that he gained a general Applauſe. 

David's Virtues commanding Reſpect from all Men 
raiſed a Jealouſy in Saul, which diſturbed. the Quiet of 
his Life, and was ſoon aggravated by an unhappy Cir- 
cumſtance; for when David returned with Saw! from 
the Victory over the Philiſtines, among the Crowds of 
People that graced the Triumph were certain Women 
playing upon Muſical Inſtruments, and ſinging, “ Saul 
ee hath ſlain his Thouſands, and David his ten Thouſands.” 
This gave Saul an unlucky Hint of David's ſucceeding 
him; for beſides the Diſtinction made in Favour of Da- 
vid by this Acclamation, he ſuggeſted to himſelf that Da- 


E vid affected the Kingdom. 


From this Time Snuſ reſolved to take him off, which he 


1 * attempted firſt to do with his own Hand, and which the 


next Day he put in Execution thus: Saul's Melancholy 


returning, David attended as uſually, and touched his 
Harp before him; and whilſt he was thus ingaged, not 


in the leaſt ſuſpecting any Danger, Saul Fan þ 25 ave- 


lin at David, but happily miſſed him; upon which Da- 


vid withdrew, After this David was re moved from his 
Attendance on Sawl's Perſon, and degraded from his ge- 
neral Command over the Army, to that of a thouſand 
Men only: In which he behaved himſelf with ſuch Mo- 


1 deſty and Prudence that He was careſs d by all the People, 


which ſtill inflam'd Saul's Jealouſy, and put him upon in- 


| venting Means to rid himſelf of him. 


According to Saul's Declaration before the Battle, Da- 
vid might have claimed one of Sax!'s Daughters as Part 


4 of the promiſed Reward ; but David was ſo well con- 


tented with the Honours already beſtowed on him, that 
he never claimed this Part due to his Services; nor had 
Saul any Regard to the Performance of his Promiſe, till 


bis Jealouſy ſuggeſted to him that it might be a Means 
do rid himſelf of David. Therefore calling for him, he 
old him he intended to beſtow his eldeſt Daughter on 


— — 


4 him ; 
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1 | him ; but ingaged him to continue in his Service, which 
. he knew woul 1 him to continual Danger. David 
. modeſtly excuſed himſelf, repreſenting the Meannefs of 
| his Family; which Saul mf lays hold on, and 
l diſpoſes of this Daughter to Ariel, the Son of Bæ- 
illi. But having another Daughter, and who he was 
| inform'd was in Love with David, he propoſes her to 
| him, but on this Condition, That he expected no 
| (g) Dowry; but only for the Exerciſe of his Valour, 
and to revenge the King on his Enemies, he ſhould bring 
i | im an hundred Foreskins of the Philtmes. I avid mo- t 
| deſtly had declined the Honour of the King's Alliance © 
by this Daughter, as he had the other; but being now 
[ preſſed in Point of Honour, he could not come off with- 
out the Imputation of Cowardice; and therefore accept- 
| ing the Terms, with a ſelect Number of Men he made an 
Incurſion upon the Philiſtizes, within the Time preſcri- 
5 bed by Saul, and flew two hundred of the Philiſtines, * 
| | and delivering their Foreskins to aui, he paid a double 
Dowry for his Daughter. Davids Head had been a © 
more welcome Preſent to Saul than this; however, ha- 
1 ving ſo publickly ingaged himſelf he could not get off 
his Promiſe, and therefore gave him his Daughter Ai. 
chal. In the next Ingagement againſt the Enemy David 
18 ſo ſignaliz d himſelf above all the Officers of the Army, 
i! that his Courage and Conduct were the only Themes of 
| Applauſe. 
abe ſtill defeated in all his Attempts and Deſi 
upon David, reſolves to ingage his whole Family in his 
Reſentment, and charges Jonathan and all his Servants to 
N . © kill David. han abhorred the Thought of ſuch 
Ingratitude and Inhumanity, and being doubly ingaged 
to David 2s a Brother and a Friend, to prevent his 
ing ſurprized, gave him timely Notice of the impending 
| | Danger, adviſing him to ſecure himſelf till the — 1 
v. 


— 


(g] Dowry. It was the Cuſtom of but) to give Dowries for theu = 
thoſe Times, for Men (nor as now, Wives. « 
r9oxegQiye Portions with their Wives, 
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which Time he would take an Opportunity to expoſti- 
late with his Father the Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch a De- 
ſign. David being retired to a Place of Security, Jona- 
than talks with his Father, and fo ſucceſsfully pleads Da- 
Z vid's Merit and Innocence, that Saul (though ſeemingly) 
is reconciled ro David ; and Jonathan introduces him into 
the Preſence. But David's Fame ſtil! renewing, and in- 
* creaſing Saul's Jealouſy, it burſt out again with more Ve- 
hemence than before. For Saul being taken with another 
* ſrantick Fit, David was ſent for to allay his Paſſion with 
his Harp; and Saul taking that Opportunity, whilſt Da- 
3 vid was ingaged in touching the Inſtrument, darted his 
1 2 at him; but David having a watchful Eye upon 
him, as being before apprized of his Malice, nimbly ſtept 
aſide, and withdrew to his own Houſe ; whither Saul 
ſent his Guards, to beſet the Houſe and kill him. Mi- 
Z chal, David's Wife, acquaints him with the Deſign, and in 
tender Concern for his Safety ſoon contr.y'd a Way for his 
Eſcape, by letting him down througha Window; from 
S whence, by the Help of the dark Night, he once more 
= defeated Sawul's wicked Intent Px: to prevent a quick 
Purſuit, when the Guards enter d the Houſe to ſearch 
for him, Michal told them he was ſick in Bed. The 
Guards return to the King with this Anſwer; who, 
thinking now he had him ſecure, commands them to 
bring him in his Bed before him. The Guards obey, but 
return again, telling him that David had eſcaped. 
David having thus happily eſcaped by the Contrivance 
of his Wife, Saul looking upon her as the Author of it 
© chides her ſeverely ; but ſhe in Excuſe tod him, her 
3 — threaten'd to kill her, if ſhe offer d to detain 
lum. 

= David, by the Help of the Dark, and going By- roads, 
made the beſt of his Way to Kamah, where his good 


Friend Samuel dwelt, to whom he made his Complaint, 


and told the Cauſe of his coming: For David, finding 


1 p hitherto that all humane Means for his Security were 
FJ likely ro prove ineffectual, threw himſelf upon God's 
more immediate Protection in flying to Samuel; who for 
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his better Safety takes him with him to (bh) MWajoth, 
where they both dwelt. Saul ſoon had Notice where 
David was, and notwithſtanding the Sanctity due to that 
Holy Place, impiouſly offers to violate the Privilege of 
this Sacred Alum, by ſending Meſſengers to take David 
from thence: Who coming into the Preſence of theſe 
Holy Perſons, and ſeeing Samuel inſtructing them, the 
Spirit of God came upon them, and they behaved them- 


ſelves as the reſt did. Saul's reſt'eſs Malice render'd him 


hitherto incapable of Admonition or Hint; for having 
ſent Meſſengers three Times ſucceſſively, and receiving no 
Satisfaction, at laſt he goes himſelf; but as he was on the 
Way, the Spirit of God came upon him roo, and he 
went on (i) Propheſying till he came to the Place where 
Samuel and David were; and being come thither, he 
(ſtript himſelf of his upper Garment, and lay almoſt 


(h) Najoth was 2 School or Col- 
lege in or near the City ot Ramab. 
The Chaldee Paraphraſe calls it, The 
Honſe of Learning; that is, a College, 
or Religious Houle, where thoſe were 
educated that were ſet apart or de- 
v-ted to the Service ot God, whom 
the Holy Scripture generally calls 
Prophets; which Places in thoſe 
Times obtained the Privilege ot a 
Sanctuary | a 

(i) Propheſying. This beinga Word 
of an extenſive Signihcauon, Inter- 

reters take it in this Place tor ſing- 
ing of Pſalms,and Hymns ot Thankl- 
giving and Praiſe. f 

(k) Stripe. This and other Texts, 
that the Verſions make to lay, that 
they were ſtripe and went naked, as 
1 Sam. 19. 24. Iſa. 20. 2. 3, 4. Mic. I. 
8. and Job. 21. 7. cannot be read, 
without imagining, that the Perſons 
ſpoken of in them were altogether 
naked  tho' there is nothing more 
talſe, as will eaſily appear to any 
that conſider the true Signihcation of 
the Words in the Original, or the 
Circumſtances of the Pl:ces in par- 
ricular. For, 1. The Words of the 
O1iginal, which are render'd naked, 


naked 


* 


or to be naked, fignify often nothing 
elſe, but to have a part of theBody 
uncovered, as the Verfions tranſlate 
it, 2 Sam. 6. 20. or only to be with- 
out a Gown or upper Garment, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom ot the Eaſtern 
People, and of the Romans; who, 
when they went abroad, or made 
any publick Appearance, wore 2 
long upper Garment, called in Latin 
Toga; as may be ſeen in ſeveral 
Authors, who prove that the Greek; 
and- Latins have often imploy d the 
Words which ſignity naked in this 
Senſe. Nor, 2. Isit at all probable, 
that the Prophets could have been 
guilty of ſuch Indecency, as to gy 
a ltogether naked, in publick or in 
private, God having always teſtity'i 


his Abhorrence of Nudity ;and having 


exprelly iujoin'd the Prieſts, to wea! 


ſeveral Garments to c:ver the Body, 


that thus they might be diſtinguiſh! 
from the Pagan Prleſis, who wer 
not — to appear naked. And, 
3. We need but confider the Ci 
cumſtances, which Iſaiah and S. Jens 
remark, when they ſpeak thus, to be 
perſuaded, that they did not mea! 


a being altogether naked: My 
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reſt in any Place. 


4 againſt his Life. 
himſelf for a few Days, he gave 
appear or not, which was to be by the ſhooting of an 
Arrow; and then mutually imbracing they parted. 
The Feaſt of the New Moon being at hand, Saul re- 
turn'd from Najoth to celebrate it, #nd taking his Seat as 
uſually at the Table, the reſt of the Company ſate down, 
but David's Place was empty. Sauletook no Notice of 
his Abſence the firſt Day; but miſſing him the ſecond 
E Jonathan what was become of the 
Son of 'Feſſe ? (for ſo he called him in Contempt.) Jo- 
nathan told him, he had deſired Leave to go tothe Anni- 


4 Day, he ask'd his Son 
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oY 


naked on the Ground that Day and the next Night: 


Friend 


: This gave David an Opportunity of eſcaping from Saul; 
* wherefore leaving him at Najorh he haſtens back to his 
| Fonathan, and conſults with him how to ſecure 


himſelf from his Father's Malice, which will not let him 


Jonathan aſſures him of his beſt Offi 


ces, and to comfort 7avid ſolemnly renews the Friend- 


verſary Feaſt of his Family 


ommanded Iſalab to put off his 


WSackcloth, and. to go bare-foor for 
ee Years, only to denote, that the 
Er yptians and Arabian were to be 


arried away Captive in the ſame 

anner by the Afſyrians, Bur it 
as never the Cuſtom to ſtrip Cap- 
ies altogether naked, but only to 
rip them ot their beſt Clothes, aud 
Wo give them worſe and ſhorter, that 
ey might be the more fit for Ser- 
Ice, as Sandias and Grotins have ob- 
erv'd, Beſides, it is not probable 
ac I/atich could have lived three 
hole Years without any Clothes to 
ver him. We muſt therefore reu- 


: ſhip they had both before ſworn, and promiſes tolet him 
know, if he can make any Diſcovery of Saul s Deſigns 
Then 5 him where to conceal 


im a Signal whether to 


at Bethlehem, which was the 


Cauſe of his Abſence. Saul well knew the Intimacy 
between them, and ſuſpecting Jonathan in this Excuſe, 
could not contain himſelf, but in a violent and indecent 
Rage reproach'd him; telling him that Davids Friend- 


ſhip 


der, That Saul ſiript himſelf of his 
upper Garment, and lay aimoſt nak:d 
on the Gronud. In the lame Senſe 
that Aurelius Victor, ſpeaking of taoſe 
who were lent to Lucius Qnint ns n- 
cinnatrs, to bring him to the Senate 
to be made Dictator, ſays, that they 
tound him naked, ploughing on the 
other Side ot the Thber, For it were 
ridiculous to imagine that he was a'- 
together naked. And Titns Livius 


relating the ſame Story obierves, that 
he called to his Wife Racca tor his 
Gown or Tga, that he might appear 
fit to accompany them. 
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ſhip would be fatal to him, for as long as the Son of 


Feſſe lived, he ſhould not inherit the Kingdom: The&e- 
fore he commanded him to produce him. Notwith- 
ſtanding this unkind Language Jonathan could not for- 
bear to be I avid's Advocate, and mildly expoſtulates with 
his Father, for what Reaſon he thus perſecuted Zavid. 
This ſo inraged Sau, that breaking thro' all Ties of Pa- 
terna! Love, he threw his Javelin at his Son with Intent 
to kill him. Jonathan avoided the Blow, and withdrew 
in Haſte ; and next Morning taking his Bow with him, 
he went into the Field, and gave the Signal to David to 
appear. They affeAionately imbrace, and Jonathan gives 
Lavid an Account of all that had paſs'd between his Fa- 
ther and him. Upon which, Zavid, finding he could 
not be ſaſe any where within Saul's Reach, reſolves to 


_ go farther off; and taking Leave of Jonathan, they both 


ſwore eternal Friendſhip, and fo parted. 

Zavid directs his Courſe to Nob, a City belonging to 
the Prieſts, and here the Tabernacle was, that he mighę 
by the Help of Ahimelech the Prieſt inquire of the Lord 
what he had beſt do. Abimelech, who knew his Quality 
and Perſon, but not that he was out of Favour, won- 
der'd to ſee him come unattended, and ask'd the Reaſon ; 
which Z avid conceal'd, pretending he was ſent on a ſe- 
cret Expedition, and in ſuch Haſte, that he had forgot to 
make Proviſion for himſelf and thoſe few with him; there- 
fore he deſired him, if he had any Bread, to ſpare him 
ſome. The Prieſt told him he had no common Bread, but 
he had ſome conſecrated Bread, which in this Neceſſity 
he gave him, Then Z avid asked him, if he had any 
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Arms? He told him, he had no Arms but the () Sword 


of Goliah, whom he flew ; if he would have that, he 
might. Z avid gladly accepted it, ſaying, there was none 


like 


(1) Sword, David having flain in his Tent; only the Sword, wich 


Goliah pretented his Head to San, which he cut off his Head, ſeems by 
and atterwards brought it to Feraſa= 1-Sam. 21. 9. to have been dedicated 
lem: But whether then cr ſome time to the Lord, and deliver'd to the 
alter is uncertain. The-Giant's Ar- Prieſt to keep, as a Monument of the 
mour, as his own Spoil, he laid up Victory, and of Iſraels Deliverance 
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Hike it. David, prerending he came in the King's Name, 
and that he was about the King's Buſineſs, drew in in- 
nocent Abimelech to accommodate him with what he 
wanted; which proved of ſatal Conſequence to him: 
For it happen'd at that Time that (), Zoeg the King's 
Herdſman was there, who ſoon afterwards diſcover'd this 
Interview to Saul. 

David being refreſh'd, began to think. of ſome Place 
of Security; which he knew this City, tho” a priviledg'd 
Sanctuary, could not be long, if Saul ſhould know he 
was there; and which he might reaſonably ſuſpect from 
Z oeg's being there: Therefore, not thinking himſelf ſafe 
any where in Saul's Dominions, he concludes on going 
to Achiſh the Philitine King of Gath. But he had not 
been Jong there before he was diſcover'd, and point:dout 
to be the Perſon that had ſo formidably defeated the Phi- 
liſtines. David, to elude the Diſcovery, pretended to be 
mad, and acted the Part of a Lunatick fo artificially, that 
the King reprehended the Informers; which gave him an 
Opportunity of eſcaping from thence, and fly ing. to the 
Town of () Adullam; whither all his Father's Family 
reſort to him ; as did ſeveral Malecontents, Debtors, and 
other Diſtreſs'd, to the Number of four hundred Men, 


who made him their Captain. 


David knowing Saul's Malice would ſoon find him out, 
and that this little Army would be but a poor Security to 
him, out of apious Regard and Concern for his Father 
and Mother addreſs'd himſelf to the King of Moab, 
who was an Enemy to Saul, and deſired his Protection. 
Which having obtained, he tarried with them till the _ 

| | phet 


| ( Doeg. Whether Doeg was de- 


taiued here by Vow, or by reaſon of 
the Sabbath, or what other Occaſion, 
1s uncertain, But it is probable, that 
becauſe of his Preſence at the time 
ot this Intfrview between David and 
Abimelech, it was the Reaſon that 
David teign'd that Story ot him, be- 
ing ſent by the King; that it (which 
Waslikely, and which David ſuſpe&- 
ed) Doeg ſhould turn Intormer, the 


Prieſt mlaht bave the Kings Nam? 
and Authority t» plead in his own 
Juſtification. tor having thus irtencily 
entertained David. 

(u) Adullam, It was 2 Towyin 
the Tribe ot Judah. Here Was 2 
Rock of the ſame Name, in which 
was a Cave, naturally ſtrong and weil 
tot yd, to which David fied trom 
Saul. 
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i phet Gad came, and adviſed him to quit Moab, and re- 
1 turn to the Land of Judah: Upon which David leaving 
fi Moab went into the Foreſt of Hareth. Whilſt he was 
Fi here, Saul was in Gibeah; and having heard that David 
I was diſcovered, and had raiſed Forces, he upbraided his 
| Officers, that none of them would revenge him on the } 
i Son of Jeſſe, but had conſpired with his Son againſt him. 
1 They knowing their Innocence made no Reply. But 


lf Doeg, who had ſeen David at Nob, when Ahimelech the 
I's Prieſt reliev'd David, very officiouſly ſtept in, and told 
| the King all that had paſſed there between David and 
Abimelech. Saul, glad of any Opportunity to vent his 
Paſſion, and revenge himſelf on any that favour'd Da- 
| vid, ſent for Ahimelech and all the Prieſts that were in 
Nob to come and appear before him: Who knowing no- 
thing of Saws wicked Deſign readily obeyed, and came 
and preſented themſelves to the King; who charges them 
with the Conſpiracy. Abimelech being intirely innocent, 
thus defended himſelf againſt the King's unjuſt Charge: 
* How could I do leſs than entertain a Perſon fo ho- 
& nourable as David, and fo highly in Favour with my 
& Prince? Eſpecially when he came in the King's Name, 
& and about his Affairs ? As to my inquiring of the Lord 
&« for him, it was not the firſt time; Thou knoweſt I 
& have often inquired of the Lord for him before. And 
cc 25 to any Conſpiracy againſt Thee, far be it from me; 
I can ſafely anſwer for my ſelf and Family, we know 
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KN d c nothing of it.“ Notwithſtanding the Juſtneſs of this 
\þ Plea, Saul takes no Notice of it; but being reſolute in | 
i} his Purpoſe, rathly pronounces Sentence againſt innocent 
1 Ahimelech and his whole Family, and commands his 
| | Guards to put them to the Sword. The Guards having 
| heard the Pri:ſt's Defence, in Abhorrence of ſo unjuſt 


and cruel a Sentence, would not move a Hand in Obe- 
14 dience to it. Whereupon the King, impatient at the 
| Delay of executing his Revenge, looking about him and 
i — Doeg in the Preſence, commands him to diſpatch the 
[ Prieſts; which he readily did, and with his facrilegious . : 
| : Hand ſlew eighty five of them. Nor did Sauls Reſent- 

f 3 ment 


he had beſt do in this Affair; who warned him of the 
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ment ſtop here ; this Stream of innocent Blood was not 
ſufficient to. glut his Rage; he ſends a Party to Nob, 
the City of the Prieſts, with Command to put all the In- 
habitants, Man, Woman and Child, to t e (o) Sword, 
and to ſpare not ſo much as the very Cattle, Of all thar 
belonged to Abimelech, but one eſcaped the Slaughter, 
which was Abiathar, a young Son of Abimelech, who 
making his Eſcape to Z avid, now at Keilah, gave him 
the ſad Account of the Maſſacre of the Lord's Prieſts ; 
which tho' Z avid lamented the more, as looking upon 
himſelf to be the innocent Occaſion of it, by his going 
to Nob ; yet he was the leſs ſurpriſed at it, becauſe he 


had obſerved that Doeg was there at that Time, and who, 


he might reaſonably ſuppoſe, would not fail to () inform 
Saul of all that (4) paſſed there between him and Ahi- 
melech. David, to comfort Abiathar, aſſures him of his 
Protection, telling him, he ſhould ſhare the ſame For- 
rune he did. 

Whilſt Saul was thus dipping his wicked Hands in in- 
nocent Blood, Z avid was imploying his Arms in the juſt 
Defence of his Country; for havi::z Notice that the Phi- 
Iitines had made an Incurſion upon Keilah, a City of Ju- 
dah, having firſt conſulted the Lord by the Prophet Gad, 
he went Ss | relieved the Place, defcating the Enemy, and 
taking a great Booty of Catt'e from them. Saul ſoon 
heard of I avid's Succeſs, and thinking that he would for- 
tify himſelf in Keilah, ſerids Troops to beſiege him there. 
But Zavid being di ſtruſtful of the Inhabitants, not with- 
ſtanding he had lately done them great Service, cauſed 
the young Prieſt Abiathar to ask Counſel of God, what 


treas 


fo) Sword. This Execution of the 
Prieſts, tho extremely unjuſt, cruel 
aud inm mang in Saal, was yet juſt 
tromG. d; being the Completion ot 
tar Judgment cenounced long betore 


—_ Gd againſt Eli and his Houſe, 
= 1 Jam. 2. 21. 


(?) Inform, This Treachery of 
Deeg, and Cruelty of Saal upon the 


Prieſts, gave Occaſi n to David to 
comple the hity f=cond Pſalm. 

(4) Paſſed. This in all likelibood 
was the Reaſon that Dat id pretended 
he was ient by rhe King; that Abi 
melech, it examined, might alledge 
- in his Detence ; as he aitcrwaigds 
1d, 
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treacherous Temper of the Keilahites, telling him, if he 
ſtay'd there, they would deliver him to Saul. David 
takes the divine Hint, and with fix hundred Men march'd 
our of Keilah, to ſeck ſome Place of greater Security: 
Which Saul hearing, deſiſted from purſuing David at 
that Time; who retires into a Wood in the Deſert of 
Ziph. Jonathan having Notice of this, went privately 
to him there, and incourag'd him, aſſuring him that the 
Lord would not ſuffer him to fall into the Hands of Saul. 
Then renewing their former League of Friendſhip, Jona- 
than returij d home, leaving D:vid in the (r) Wood. 
David was not long ſecure in this Place; for the offi- 
cious Ziphites went and inform'd the King that he was 
there; and if he would fend a ſufficient Force, they 
would betray David to him. Saul thanks them, and 
commends their Loyalty, but deſires them to return, and 
inform themſelves more perfectly of Davids Haunts, 
and then to give him Notice, that he might the more 
eaſily ſecure him. But David having Intelligence of 
their intended Treachery, changes his Quarters, and goes 
to the Deſert of Maon, whither Saul purſues him. Here 
David was hard preſs'd ; for Saul was got ſo near him, 
that nothing but a Valley parted them; and Saul's Forces 
by much out numbering David's, he propoſed to incom- 
afs the Mountain on which David was, to prevent his 
Eſcape. Bur Providence here interpoſed ; for a Meſſen- 
per came in Haſte to acquaint Saul, that the Philiſtines 


ad invaded the Land on the other Side, and deſired © 


him to come to their Aſſiſtance, 

Saul was forced at this Time to drop his private Reſent- 
ment to take Care of the publick; and drawing off his 
Army to go _ the Philiſtines he gave David an 
Opportunity of eſcaping to the ſtrong Holds of (s) Ex. 
gedi. But Saul, having repulſed the Philiſtines, renews 
the Purſuit after David; and taking three thouſand choice 

Men 


{r) Weed. Here David is ſup08'd to have writ the ſixty third Pſalm, 


compoſed the filry tourch Plaum, 


(s) 3 Here, it is probable, at leaſt, n this Occaſion, that David 
ſe a 


b 
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Men with him, he went to ſeek him uponthe Rocks of 
the wild Goats, the higheſt and moſt craggy Places of the 
Country. On the Way ſeeing a Cave, he went into it 
to caſe Nature, little thinking that David was fo near 
him, who with ſome of his Men had hid themſelvesia 
the Clefts of the (t) Cave, unſeen of Saul, tho they could 


4 ſee him. David's Men ſeeing Saul come in alone, thought 


this a happy Opportunity of putting an End to their 


; Troubles, and adviſed David to make uſe of it, and 


> diſpatch him. But David, moved upon another Prin- 


4 out of Saul's Reach, but ſo as he might be heard; 
calling to Saul, David, bow ing with his Face to the Ground, 
thus addreſs'd himſelf to him; * (v) Why is the King 


ciple, reſtrain d them; ſaying, God forbid that I ſhould 


þ « ſtretch forth my Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed.” 


Nevertheleſs, to let Saul afterwards underſtand, it was in 


$ his Power to have deſtroyed him, he went ſoftly to the 
Place where Saul's Robe lay, and cut off the Skirt of it. 
This Action, tho no Detriment to Saul, did yet ſo affect 


David, t Hat he was conſcious to himſelf of Boldneſs and 
Diſreſpect to the Majeſty of the King. When Saul was 
gone out of the Cave, David got to the Top of the Hil 
and 


ce perſuaded to believe that David intends him any Hurt? 
© Thou knoweſt this Day the Lord had deliver'd Thee 
& into my Hand in the Cave; butT would not take the 


: % Advantage I had of Thee, for Thou art the Lord's 


e Anointed. Let the Skirt of thy Robe witneſs for me, 
« that I ſpared thy Life when it was in my Power; 


e and that I have no evil Deſign againſt thee, tho Thou 


&« ſeekeſt my Life. The Lord judge between Thee and 
«© Me, and plead my Cauſe, and deliver Me out of thy 


„Hand. This generous Act and moving Addreſs of 


David made ſo great an Impreſſion on Saui, that he melt- 


- 


ed into Tenderneſs, and called him Son, acknowledging in 


Tears 
> 


(t) Cave. We may well ſuppoſe, God for Help in that Prayer, which, 


3 that the Sight of Saul, not knowing being afterwards committed to Wri- 


at the firſt upon what Occaſion he ting, hath the Place of the hundred 
came, put David into a great Fear; — forty ſ:cond Pſalm. 
Which made him betake himſelf rw (9) Why, See 1 Sam, 24+ 10: 


— 


26 ACompleat Hiſtory Book V. 


Tears his own Guilt, and David's Juſtice. Then con- 
cluding from the wonderful Care which God had always 
taken of David in his greateſt Diſtreſs, that he ſhould 
ſucceed in the Kingdom, he told him, he was ſure that 
the Lord would eſtabliſh the Kingdom of //7el in his 
Hand; therefore he conjured him by all that was Sacred, 
not to deſtroy his Family. David, to make him eaſy, 
ſwore he would do as he deſired; upon which Saul re- 
turned home. But David, notwithſtanding Saul's fair 
Words, did not think it ſaſe to truſt to them, but re- 
tired to the Faſtneſſes in the (2) Hills. 

About this Time the Prophet Sammel dying, the I/7qgl- 
es were gathered from moſt Parts to lament his Det, 
and to bury him among his own Family at Ramah. And 
ſuch great Funerals uſually taking up a long Time, eſpe- 
cially among the //7aelites, David had the greater Oppor- 
tunity to provide for his Safety. In which Time leaving 
Engedi he march'd to the Deſert of Para», not far from 
Maon; where he had been before. Here dwelt a very 


wealthy and powerful Man, whoſe Name was Vabal, be- 1 


ing well deſcended, deriving his Pedigree from Caleb, but 
of a very churliſh and moroſe Nature. His Wife, who 
was the Reverſe of her Husband, was not only a beauti- 
ful Woman, bur very diſcreet and virtuous. It happen'd 
to be the time of -Sheep-ſhearing when David was in 


theſe Parts, which was a Time of great Entertainment and 
Mirth among them. David hearing of this Entertain- 


ment, and being probably in want of Proviſions for his 
Soldiers, ſent Meſſengers to Vabal to falute him, and beg 
the Favour of ſome Refreſhment for his Men ; and the 
more to incline him to accommodate him at this Time, 
he bid them remind him of the civil Carriage of his People 
when they were in theſe Parts = ag» 

plunder'd them, nor offer d any At of Hoſtility, burliv'd 


Meſſage, they modeſtly waited Nabals Anſwer ; your 


1 42 Hills, Here David is thought to have compoſed the fifty ſeventh 


that they never 


ceably and in Amity by them. Having deliver'd their 


42 
YL 
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© himſelf, pretends not to know David, of whoſe Fame it 
3 vas impoſſible he ſhould be ignorant; and, ina moſt un- 
rt mannerly Way of reflecting on him, in Contempt cry d, 

c There are many Servants now a- days that run "£29 
1, c thcir Maſters, and on ſuch I ſhall notbeſtow my-Pro- 
7, þ viſions.” When David heard this, it ſtung him to the 
Quick; ſo that arming himſelf, and commanding four 
„ 3 hundred more to do the ſame, he vow'd a ſevere Re- 
.. © venge; which he bound with an Imprecation, that he 
would not leave a Man alive of Nabal's Family. But 
Gd took off his Reſentment, which might in this Heat 


„ have nurried him on to ſhed innocent Blood with guilty. 
4 It happen'd that one of Nabal's Servants _— over- 
heard how roughly his Maſter had diſmiſs d David's Meſ- 


„ ſengers, and dreading the Conſequence, knowing like- 
wiſe th atheir Miſtreſs was a prudent Woman, went and 
n acquair u her with it ; adviſing her to find out ſome Ex- 
y pedient ; prevent a Miſchief, which they might reaſona- 
>. bly expect, for ſuch rude and unmannerly Treatment, 
it from Men that had it often in their Power, but were fo 
o far from injuring them, that they protected them and 
ji. WMheir Cattle. | 
d XZ Abigail, who knew her Husband's Temper too well, 
in thought it to no Purpoſe to conſult him; and therefore 
d ſhe immediately order d her Servants to take two hundred 
a. Loaves of Bread, (x) two Bottles of Wine, five Sheep 
is ready dreſs'd, five Meaſures of parched Corn, an hundred 
Cluſters of Raiſins, and two hundred Cakes of Figs. 


he Having 
6 8 

le (x) Two Bottles of Wine would Gibeonites brought to Foſhaa's Camp, 
er Pot bear any Proportion with the which they ſaid were worn out, rent, 


> cher Parts of the Preſent, nor anſwer or torn, in their pretended long Jour- 
d oe Occaſion, if they ſhould be un- ney, Jeſhaa 9. 13. And ot ſuch it 
erſtood of ſuch Bottles as are now may be our Saviour ſpake, Mat. 9. 17. 
ommonly in Uſe, whether of Earth, where in che marginal Note to our 


ke one r Glaſs, But in thoſe Eaſtern old Bible, Bottles are explained by 
FW ouncries they uſed to carry and Bags of Leather, or Skin, wherein 
N- cp Wine or Water in Leathern Wine was carried on Aﬀes or Ca- 


ais or Sacks, made on Purpoſe to mels : And of ſuch fort of Bottles as 
ld liquid Things; which Veſſels theſe, two might hold 2 Quantity of 
called (at leaſt we tranſlate Wine ſuitable to the reſt of the Pre- 
5 em) Bottles. Such were thoſe the ſent Abigail carried with her, 


* 
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Having pack'd up this Preſent, and laid it on Aﬀes, ſhe 
2 the Servants to go before, her ſelf following them. 
As ſhe was deſcending one Hill, ſhe ſaw David coming 
down the other, ſo that they both met in the Valley. 
With great Preſence of Mind, and due Reſpect, ſhe 3 
addreſs d her ſelf to David in ſuch moving Terms, that 

ſhe at once diſarm'd the Hero's\Rage, and pleas'd his ge- 
nerous Mind. Then receiving her Preſents he aſſur'd * 
of his Proteckion, and ſhe returns home overjoyed with 
the Succeſs of her Ambaſſy. When ſhe came thither, ſhe 3 
found her Husband ſtill kept open Houſe, and treated 
like a King. But obſerving that he had drank too much, 
ſhe deferred acquainting him with what ſhe had done till 
the next Morning, and then told him the whole Matter: 
Which when he had heard, and conſidered the Danget 
he had run himſelf into, he was ſo terrify'd with the 
Thoughts of it, that his Heart ſunk within him, and he 
ee as a () Stone, and after ten Dayslanguiſh- 

in led. * 
David hearing of Nabal's Death, thank'd God for 

revenging him on him, and preventing his ſhedding of 
Blood; and afterwards calling to Mind the Comelinels 
of Abigail s Perſon, and her excellent Conduct when ſhe 8 
came to divert his Reſentment, he ſent his Servants to let 
187 her know, that he had a Deſire to take her to be hi 
1 0 Wife. Abigail, to ſhew how much ſhe thought her ſell 
honour'd 
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( y) Stone. It is obſery'd, that af- 
ter Abigail had made Nabal ſenſib l: 
of the Fault which he had commit- 
ted; That his Heart died within him, 
and he became a Stone. But our Ver- 
hon rightly renders it,and he became as 
a Stone, Where we may likewiſe 
obſerve, that the Particle as is often 
to be ſupplied, when the Scripture 
affirms ſomething of anorher which 
is not abſolutely of the ſame Nature. 

For no Man can imagine, that Nabal 
was turned to a Stone, tho'the Ori- 
p inal expreſly ſays he Was, that he 
| ans a Stone. The Latin Poets have 
imployed the ſame Way of Speaking 


to expreſs 2 great Surprize, Ovid 
reprelents Ariadne expreſſing het 
Grieſ and Aſtoniſhment upon the 
Flipht ot Theſexs, who had abandon'! 
her in the Ifland Dia, as it'ſhe hat 
been turned to a Rock, The Fable 
ſays, that Niobe was turned into 1 
Statue of Stone. But Cicero in Tuſ- 
cr], oblerves that this Fiction only 
repreſents her perpetual Silence u 
her Mourning ; and Palphatms, tha! 
ir fignifics, that Niobe having made | 
Statue of Stone tor her ſelf atter be 
Childrens Death, did place it upon 
their Sepulchre. 
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honour d by the Offer, told the Servants, ſhe deſired no 


greater Honour than to waſh their Lord's Feet. Then 
dreſſing her ſelf, and taking five Maids with her, ſhe 


went with the Meſſengers and came to David, and was 
his Wife. Soon after which, he married another named 
Abinoam, a Jexreelite; but his firſt Wife, Saul's Daugh- 
ter, was by her Father given to Phalti the Son of Laiſh. 


The Solemnity of Samuel's Funeral being over, and 


Saul returned to Gibeah, the Ziphites again inform him 
that David was about the Mountain Hachilah, near the 
Wilderneſs. Upon which Saul raking three thouſand 
Mien with him goes in purſuit of David; who being 
then in the Wilderneſs, and having by his Spies got cer- 
tain Intelligence of the Place where Saul lay incamp'd, he 
Z firſt went privately by himſelf to obſerve the Sſtuation of 
the Camp; and after wards taking his Couſin Abiſbai with 
him, they went by Night, and found Saul within the 
Trench 0 
Army lying round about him in the ſame Poſture. Abiſbai 
would fain have taken this Advantage to have ſlain Saul; 
but David would not ſuffer him, for the ſame Reaſon that 
he had ſaved Saul's Life in the Cave. But he bid Aiſbaui 
take the Spear that ſtuck in the Ground by him, and 
the Cruſe of Water, and follow him. When they were 
got to the Top of the Hill on the other Side, and out 
Jof Danger, David called to Abner, and chid him ſeverely 
for no better guarding the King. As the Lord liveth ye 
* deſerve to die for neglecting thus the Lord's Anointed. 
„ See here the King's Spear, and the Cruſe of Water that 
was at his Bolſter! Saul hearing David's Voice called 
him by Name, who expoſtulated with him much after 
the ſame manner as he did after his Eſcape from the Cave; 
adding this Reproach, that by driving him from the 
Inheritance of the Lord, in forcing him to go and 
© converſe with the Uncircumciſed for Shelter, they did in 
Effect force him to ſerve other Gods. Then deſiring him 
not to lead an Army againſt ſo mean a Perſon as he was, 
8 Sau! accuſing himſelf of Cruelty, and applauding David's 
Y Scneofry, conſe dr Cult, andbiets 


aſleep, his General Abner and the reſt of his 


g David, they 


took 


_ — 
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took Leave of each other, David going to his Men, 
and Saul returning home. 

And now David was at Leiſure to conſider what to do 
with himſelf. Knowing the Inſtability of Saul's Temper, 3 
notwithſtanding his ſpecious Declarations of Peace, and 
that it was impoſſible to be ſafe whilſt he tarried within 
Sau!'s Dominions, he reſolves at laſt to go over to the 8 
Philiſtines ; thinking, that when Saul heard he was not 
among his own People, he would forbear to purſue or in- 

uire after him. Wherefore, having obtained ſafe Con- 
duc from Achiſh King of Gath, he went over with the 
fix hundred Men that were with him, and dwelt with 
Achiſh at Gath, taking with him his two Wives, Abigail 
and Ahinoam. David, not liking the Accommodation of 
Gath, deſired Achiſh to give him the Town of Ziklag; F 
which was granted, and he lived more unobſerved here 
than in the Royal City; which was David's Deſign in 
removing. | 

Whilſt he was here, ſeveral of Saul's (⁊) beſt Soldiers 
and ableſt Officers came over to him; ſome of which 
were of the Tribe of Gad, but moſt of them were of the 
Tribe of Benjamin, Saul's Brethren ; whom tho' David 
ſuſpected at firſt, yet at laſt he confided in them, and pro- 
moted them ro Commands. Strengthen'd with theſe Re- 
cruits, David made Excurſions againſt the Amalekites, t 
and made King Achiſh believe, that the Booty he 
had brought to Ziklag, was taken from the 1/raclites. 
Achiſh believing David, was well enough pleaſed, - and 
thinking that David hereby made himſelf odious to his 
own People, thought he might put the greater Confi- 
dence in him, and concluded he had him ſecure in his In- p 
tereſt for the future. To prevent any Diſcovery of this 
manner of David's impoſing thus on Achiſh, a lucky Op- 
portunity now offer d; for the Philiſtines making War 
againſt 7/7ael, Achiſh told David he would try his Fidelity, 
bidding him prepare his Men to accompany him thi 


Cam- 
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(x) Beſt. The Names of thoſe that came to David at Ziblag are rezi- 
ſter'd in 1 Chron. 12. I 
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„Campaign. David was forced to comply, tho no Doubt 
it was contrary to his Inclination to fight ainſt his 
o KM own People; and it would have been highly diſhonour- 
> able and ingrateful to betray a Prince, who had fo court- 
d eouſly treated him, and generouſly confided in him. 
n But Providence found out an Expedient to fave David's 
e Honour: For the Philiſtines rendezvouſing at (a) Aphek, 
t the Men of Quality, ſeeing David in the Rear with their 
1- © King, were ready to mutiny ; and tho' the King told 
them he was intirely in his Intereſt, they would not truſt 
e him, but would have him ſent away before the Action for 
h Fear of Treachery. Achiſh, not thinking fit to diſpute 
al with them when he was juſt upon ingaging the Enemy, 
of calling David aſide, told him how the Caſe ſtood, 
73 Wand acknowledging his Services adviſed him to retire 
re to Ziklag. 
in Tho David was glad of this News, yet he ſeem'd 
to diſlike it; which made Achiſh more eager in his Im- 
gs Wportunities for him to be gone. David in his March from 
ch Niblag in this Expedition had very conſiderably increaſed 
he his Number; for ſome of the Tribe of Manuaſſeh fell in 
with him as he went, and others in his Return, who 
o- FMaſterwards did him good Service. 
de- Saul prepares to oppoſe the Philiſtines ; but having 
tes, taken a View of the Philiſtines Army while they lay in- 
he ramp'd in Shunem, before they came to Aphek, he was 
tes. ſeiz'd with a terrible Fear; and that which increaſed his 
ind Perplexity was, he would conſult the Lord, but receiv'd 
his no Anſwer. Nor was it likely to be otherwiſe with 
nf- him; for he had deſtroyed the Prieſts, and Samuel the Pro- 
In- phet was dead. But Advice he will have ſome Way or 
this ther; and tho? he had baniſh'd all Wizards and thoſe 
What made uſe of familiar Spirits, yet he commanded his 
ervants to ſeek for a Woman that had a familiar Spirit, 
ity, Phat he might from her know his Fate They told him, 


thi ere was a Woman at Endor that was a Sorcereſs : Upon 
am- which 
rexi⸗ et. see 1 Som, 29. which according to the Series of Time mult 


= betore the 28th Chapter. 
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which Saul diſguiſing himſelf took two Servants with 
him, and went to her, deſiring her to raiſe up the Perſon 
he ſhould name. The Woman ſuſpecting him for a Spy 
refuſed to oblige him; but Saul ſwearing to her by the 
Lord, that no Harm ſhould happen to her, ſhe conſented, 
and asked him, whom ſhe ſhould cauſe to appear? He told 
her, Samuel. She then raiſing up an evil Spirit, which 


151 
Fa 2 - 
5 
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came in the Likeneſs of Samuel, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw it, ſhe | 
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cryed out to Saul, and ſaid, Why haſt thou deceived 


« me? For thou art (6) Sau. He bid her not be afraid, 
and asked her, what ſhe had ſeen? She told him, ſhe ſaw 
(c) Gods aſcending out of the Earth. Saul, not ſatisfyed 
with this Anſwer, asked her, of what Form he was that 
was coming up? She replyed, An old Man is coming up 


covered with a Mantle. Saul concluding it to be Samuel, 


as ſoon as he ſaw the Apparition, bow'dto the Ground. 
The Apparition, that it might the more aptly | 
Samuel, ask'd Saul, « Why he had diſquieted him?“ 
Saul to excuſe himſelf told him, „ He was in gueat 


onate 


c Diſtreſs; for the Philiſtines with a powerful Army had 


ce invaded him, and God had deſerted him, refuſing O 


ce give any Anſwer to his Addreſſes. Why then (ſaid 
« the Apparition) doſt thou ask of me, ſince the Lord 


<« is departed from thee, and become thine Enemy? 


Then going on in 


perſonating Samuel, he added; * Th.? 


« Lord hath done as he ſpake by me; for he hath ren. 
<< the Kingdom from Thee, and given it to thy Neigh*# 


« bour, even to David. This thy Diſobedience bath 3 


ht upon Thee, in ſparing Amalck, whom G0 


c«c br 
& commanded Thee to deſtroy. Tomorrow ſhalt Thou and 


cc Iſrael fall into the Hands of the Philiſtines, and Tho! i 


ce and thy Sons be (d) with me.. This Doom ſo affetec 


4 
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4 4 
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Saul, that he fell on the Ground as dead; upon which th 


Woman, and his Servants, knowing he had faſted long 


ail 


(3) Sax. Iris to be _—_ 
ſhe learned from the evil Spirit ſhe 
had raiſed, that it was Saal that had 
imployed her, 

0 Gods. So ſhe called thoſe Dia- 


makes ule of to jurcher his Illunog 


takeſt me. 


bolical Apparitions, which the De. A 


(4) With we. That s, mal "i LE 
dead, as Samnel is, tor whom wn 


1. SAMUEL CHAP XXX. 
David finiteth the Amalekites. | 
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nd thinking he might be diſpirited for want of Refreſh- 
ent, deſired him to eat; which he refuted at firſt, but 
At laſt yielded to their Importunity, and did eat of what 
hey ſer before him; which when he had done, he re- 
Jurned to the Camp. 
S Whilſt Saul labour'd under theſe heavy Preſſures, poor 
Pavid is ſhock'd with a ſudden and unexpected Misfor- 
June; for when after three Days weary March he came 
Sack from the Philiſtines Camp to Ziklag, to his great 
Prief and Surprize he found the 'Town in Aſhes, his 
Vives, and all the Women and Children carried away 
Captives, and their Goods and Cattle plunder'd : And 
Wat which aggravated the Misfortune was, the People 
Dutinied againſt David as the Occaſion of it. David in 
Mis Diſtreſs applies himſelf to the Lord by the Prieſt 
Wbiathar, to know what Meaſures he ſhould take; who 
Nviſes him to purſue the Enemy, and promiſes Succeſs, 
Navid ſets forward; but after three Days March, two 
Wundred of his Men were fo fatigued, that they were left 
hind at the Brook Beſor, whilſt he and the other four 
ndred continued the Purſuit. On their Way they over- 
ck a poor Straggler half dead with Hunger, who, when 
dey had refreſhed him, told him he was an Egyptian, 
Wt Servant to an (e) Amalekite, which Nation had made 
En Incurſion into Judah, and had burnt Ziklag; and that 
falling ſick by the Way, his Maſter had left him. Da- 
asking him, whether he could direct them to the Place 
here they were, he told him, if he would neither kill 
Im, nor deliver him up to his Maſter, he would'bring 
In to the Place; which he accordingly did, where this 
rty of the Amalckites lay in a very careteſs Manner, 
orting and rejoicing over their Plunder. David ſur- 
1zing them, ſoon routed them, putting all their Foot to 
e Sword. Thus he recover'd not only his two Wives 


9 f dd what the Amalekites had plunder'd from him, but 
8 (V0. 2. all 


Wy ©) Amalebite. This Incurßon of the among them upon his removing from 
WP ackices was in Revenge tor the Ra- Gath to Ziklag. IS. 
=$* 42d Deyaſtatign Davis bad made D 
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all that they had taken from others in that Expedi- 
tion. ö 
When he returned to Beſor, the two hundred Men 
which he had left there came out to congratulate his good 
Succeſs, whom he courteouſly ſaluted, and, after ſome 
Controverſy, diſtributed an equal Share of the Spoils to 
them. And returning to Ziklag he ſent Preſents to his 
Friends of Judah, where he and his Men had been ſhel- 
ter'd and entertain'd. 
Whilſt David was thus imploy'd in reſcuing his Wives, 
and recovering his Loſs, the two Armies of the 1ſraelite 
and Philiſtines ingaged. But the Jſraelites being forced 
to give Way, fled to Mount Gilboa, where many of them 
drop'd. The Philiſtines cloſely purſu'd Saul and his Sons 
three of which, Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchiſhua fel 
in the Purſuit; and ſoon after Saul, being hard preſs d 
by the Enemy's Archers, was very much wounded. Find- 
ing himſelf not likely to live, and dreading to fall alive 
into the Enemy's Hand, he bid his Armour-bearer run 
N him thro' with his Sword; which he refuſing, Saul fel 
Il. 1 upon his own Sword, and expir d; which his Hichtul Ar. 
[{ mour-bearer perceiving, drew his Sword, and diſpatch 
himſelf. The Philiſtines ſtripping the Dead, found the 
| 1 Bodies of Saul and his three Sons, cut off Saul's Head 
if hung up his Armour in the, Temple of Aſbteroth, and his 
ll. | Body on the Walls of Bethſhav., Which when the Inha- 
18 | bitants of Jabeſh-Gilead heard, ſelecting a Party of theit 
ä beſt Men, they march by Night, and brought away the 
| Bodies of Saul and his three Sons to Jabeſh, and burr- 
ing them, they buried the Bones under a Tree there; 
after which, in Token of Mourning, they faſted ſeven & 
Days. 
David had not been above two Days at Ziklag befor 
the ſad News of this Defeat was brought to him by a. 
Amalekite, Who, giving a particular Account of the AC 
tion, produced Saul's Crown and Bracelet, for a Confit 
mation of his Death; adding, that at his own Requs . 
he had diſpatch'd him. David ask'd him, © How E 
« durſtdeſtroy the Lord's Anointed: Thy Blood (Ride 1 
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e. Shield of Saul was loft ; his Sacred Head, 
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be upon thine own Head, for thine own Mouth hath 
convicted Thee. Then calling to one of his Guards, 


She bid him diſpatch the Amalekite. After which David 
Wamented over Saul and Jonathan in a Funeral Elegy. 


Thy Glory, Iſrael ! and thy Beauty mourn ! ' 


P is vaniſo d, never, never to return. 


"4b ! Who in feeble Mortals Strength would truſt 2 


5 hoſe Glory is ſo near ally'd to Duſt ! 


O tell it not in Gath's triumphing Gate, 
Nor in the Streets of Askalon relate; 

Leſt Capthor's Daughters ſhould inſulting cry, 
heir Da gon conquers him who rules the Sky. 


O fatal Gilboa, where my Friend was ſlain ; 
Deu on Thee deſcend, or kindly Rain ! 
No Corn or Wine thy blaſted Surface yield, 
Wccurs'd and burnt, as Sodom's diſmal Field : 
For there was loft the Warricar's mighty Shield, 


Who the bleſt Oil around his Temples ſhed, 
fand and mingled with the vulgar Dead 


> - 1 — — — — L 4-4 
* 


Thy Bow, my Friend, was never drawn in vain, 


"by Arrows drank the Blood of Thouſands ſlain, 


What Armies fell by Saul's victorious Sword, 
Woo faithful now to its deſpairing Lord? 


© Princely his Stature, charming was his Air; 
With him alone could Jonathan compare: _ 
oel in Life, in Death too near ally d, 
Wot Death itſelf their Friendſhip could divide 
er than Eagles cut their airy Way, 

'onger than Lions, when they ſeize their Prey, 


2 MWurn all ye Loves Je tender Virgins mouru! 


= flowry Wreaths to Cypreſs* Garlands turn: = 
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Mhurn your lov'd Monarch's lamentable Fate, 

On whom ſo oft your charming Quire did wait, 

As he from Fight return d in Kingly State : 

Fur you he conquer d; you did with him ſhare 

The Wealth of Peace, and glorious Spoils of War : 

Lay by your Purple Robes from Sidon's Shore, 

And wear your ſplendid Coronets no more; 

For Saul, who gave them, generous Saul is bt, 
And filent Shades receive his mighty Ghoſt, | 


Wu are the Mighty fal n ! Their Strength in vain ! 
O Jonathan | Thou wert in Battle flain ! | 
Strerch'd on cold Earth, thy lifeleſs Limbs as cold, | 
Nor thoſe dear Eyes muſt I again behold. 
O Jonathan! Hu ſhall I Thee commend ! a 
My more than Brother, and my more than Friend ! I 
My Life, my Jonathan! And can we part? ; 
feel thy Loſs hang heavy on my Heart. ; 
With mortal Anguiſb is my Soul oppreſs d, a 
1 wear thy bleeding Image in my Breaſt. 3 
Thy Friendſhip did the tend reſt Love excel; 
"Twas like thy elf, tas all a Miracle: 
A pure, a conſtant, and a heav'nly Fire, 


Bejond the ſofter Sex's frail Deſire. 


MW are the Mighty fa'n? Their Fate deplore ! 
Thy Sword, thy Spear and Shield, O Iſrael, are no more. 
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AVID being at Ziklag when Saul was lain, 
and not knowing what to do, having the Prieft 


and the Ephod with him, conſulted the Lord; who di- 
Fected him to go to Hebron, which he did, taking his 
Wes and all his People with him. Whilſt he was here, 
the Men of Judah came to congratulate his Return, and 
pffer'd him the Crown, which he accepted, and was by 
them anointed King of Judah. On the other Hand, Ab- 
er, the Son of Ner, General of Saul's Army, proclaim'd 
Pboſbeth the Son of Saul, who was own'd by all the 
ther Tribes. 


Upon this Diviſion of the Kingdom a bloody War 


Wommenc'd between the two Kings and their Subjects; 
&::dah following David, and Iſrael Jſhboſheth, There 
ere many Skirmiſhes between the Forces of the Rival 
Kings, but none fo remarkable as that which Abner oc- 
Eiſion'd, by ſending a Challenge to Joab, David's Ge- 
Weral, demanding twelve Men, whom he would match, 
d they ſhould fight fingle-handed. Jab agreed, and 
nt twelve Men, who ingaging each his Man, did all 
ll upon the Spot. This ſo fir'd the Soldiers on each 
de, that the Armies preſently joining, a ſharp Battle 
Wiuved; wherein Abner was routed, and himſelf forced 
fly. In the Purſuir, Aſalel, Jaab's younger Brother, 
W nimble Youth, took after Aner, who knew him, and 
Wvifed him tc return, for he was unwilling to kill him; 
= young Aſabel fond of the Honour of taking the Ge- 
ral Priſoner, would not be perſuaded to leave him; 
on which Alner making a Stand, thruſt him thro' the 
y with his Spear, and he dy'd in the Place. Jab and 
ibi, his other Brother, and the reſt of the Army who 


M4 purſu'd 
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purſu'd Abner, ſeeing Aſahel lie dead on the Ground, 
halted; which gave Abner 'Time to rally his ſcatter'd For- 
ces, and drawing into one Body, he made a Stand with 
them on the Top of a Hill, where he could not eaſily be 
attack d. Then ſounding a Parly, he call'd to Foab, and 
putting him in Mind, that they were all Brethren, both 
by Nation and Religion, each Army retreated, Abner with 
his to Mahanaim, and Joab with his to Hebron. The 
Loſs on Abner's Side being three hundred and ſixty 
Men; and that of Joab's but nineteen, 

This War continued for ſome Years; in which Time 
David always gain'd Ground of [ſhbrſbeth ; which Ad- 
vantage was much improv'd by an Over-ſight of Jbv- 
ſheth's, who quarrelling with Abner, for profaning his Fa- 


ther's Aſhes, as he thought, in taking Rizpah, Saul! 


Concubine, to him, Abner not only reproach'd him for his 
Ingratitude to him, that had ſet the Crown on his Head, 
but ſecretly at the ſame 'Time correſponded with David, 
and at laſt promiſed to acknowledge his Title, and ple 


his Intereſt to 2 all Iſrae! over to him. David, who, 
the Man, would not readily ſeem to 


knew the Value o y 

comply with his Propoſal, but making a ſeeming Diff 
culty of it, required a previous Condition of him, which 
was this, That he would receive him upon no other 


Terms, than that of bringing his Wife Michal to hin 


To facilitate this, David ſent Ambaſladors to 1ſbbeſþei 
to demand Michal; who took her from her, Husband 
. Phaltiel, and ſent her to David, the poor Man het 
Husband following her weeping as far as Bahurim, when 
Abner meeting with him, turned him back. | 

After this Abner began to practiſe with the Chiefs o 
Iſrael, and particularly with the Benjamites, who wen 
more immediately concerned for Saul's Family; all whic 
he brought over to David's Intereſt, and then attendei 
only with twenty Men, he went and preſented himle! 
to David; who received them courteouſly, and enter 
tain'd them at a Feaſt. Abner was pleas'd with his Re 
ception ; for taking his Leave of David that Time, | 


promis'd to go and bring in all Iſrael to him. Ain 
wat 
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ras no ſooner gone from Hebron, but Joab, David's Ge- 
Þeral, return d from an Expedition loaden with the Spoils 
Sf the Philiſtines; and being ſoon inform'd, that Abner 
Had been there, and how he had been received, a fatal 
Jealouſy poſſeſs d him, and his Prejudice took beginning 
ot ſo much from the Death of his Brother Aſahel, whom 
$4bner kill'd fairly in his own Defence, as from the Fear 
he had of being ſupplanted by him in his Command. For 
Hbner was not only a Man of great Intereſt among all 
She other Tribes, but eſteem'd a General of excellent 
Tourage and Conduct. 
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In this 111 Humour Joab goes to the King, and in a 


Fery unmannerly Way blames him for what he had done, 
” Sduring him that Aber came only as a Spy 3 and going 
put of the Preſence, he ſends Meſſengers after Abaer to 
et him know, that the King had ſomething of Moment 
% communicate to him, which he had before forgot. 
Hlner obeys, and Joab waiting for him at Hebron, un- 
Jer a Pretence of Friendſhip Etuing him, moſt baſely 
*Wabb'd him. This inhoſpitable Act ſo much affected 
vid, that he thought he could not do enough to clear 
Imſelf of it, laying this Murder at Joab's Door, and 
ie Curſe of it on him and his Poſterity. 
Fandin 
Himſelf as chief Mourner following the Corps. Which 
Wok off all Suſpicion from David in the Eye of the 
Wublick ; but to his Domeſticks he was more particular 


Then com- 
a general Mourning, he oder'd the Funeral; 


his Lamentation of Alner's Loſs, and plainly pointed 


. t the very Cauſe why Joab flew Abner, for, ſaid he, 


Thoſe Sons f Zerviah, Joab and Abiſhai, take the 
Advantage of my unſettled State, and are too hard for 
me; therefore I cannot call them to an Account for it ; 
but muſt leave them to the Lord to reward them.” 


| eſides the Baſeneſs of the Fact, David had great Reaſon 


lament the Death of Abner; for in him he loſt a very 


etul and ſerviceable Friend, and in all Appearance the 
leaſures taken for uniting the two Kingdoms of Judah 


d 1/-ae! had been broken, if 1Þboſbeth had lived a little 


D 4 longer 
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longer. But this was prevented by a no leſs treacherous if : 
and inhumane Murder than that of Abner ; of which 
when poor unhappy {fſbeſheth heard, having now no fur- | 
ther Hopes of recovering his Aſſiſtance, (which poſſibly 


he might entertain ſo long as Abner liv'd,) he became 
diſpir:ted, and not only neglected himſelf, but was diſ- 
regarded by others; which gave an Opportunity to two 
Ruffians to conſpire his Death. Theſe Regicides com- 


ing to Iſhbiſheth's Bouſe under Pretence of fetching |? 


Wheat, went directly to his Bed-chamber, where, it be- 
ing the Beat of the Day, they found him lying on a 


Bed aſleep ; In which Condition they flew him, and cut- F 


ting off his Head, they carried it away with them, and 
ot off undiicovered. Then making the beſt of their 
Way for Hebron, where they though: they ſhould be 
welcome Gueſis, they preſented the Head with this 


Ade 4 


ſhort Compliment to David: Behold the Head of - 
* beſþeth, the Son of Saul, thine Enemy, which ſought thy 
Life; the Lord hath avenged the King this Day of Þ 
* Saul and of his Family.” David was ſo far from re- 
Joicing at the Death of his Rival, that the Sight of the 
murder'd King's Head ſtruck him with Horror and In- 
dignation, and in a juſt Rage paſling Sentence upon theie Þ 
Aſſaſſins, he commanded his Guards to fall upon them, 
which they immediately did, and cutting oft their Heads 
and Hands, hang'd them over the Pool in Hebron, for a 


| 
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Terrour to all Regicides, that ſhould dare to lay their Þn: 
profane Hands on the ſacred Perſon of their King: But Vi 


the Head of [hboſheth they buried in the Sepulchre of Ab- 


ner in Hebron. 


This Murder of Mhbaſbeth made Way for the Uniting 
the two Kingdoms of {/rael and Judah: For all the Tribes 
came in to David at Hebron, and acknowledged him for {Mt 
their Kipg ; where he was by general Conſent anointed, Wi 


and David feaſted them for three Days. 


David being now at the Head of the united Forces of 


Nael and Judah, begins to think of inlarging his 'Terri- Nd 


tories, which he firſt does by attacking Jeruſalem, the a 
Metro- 
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2 Metropolis of the Jeb»fites ; who truſting to the Strength 
of the Place, in Deriſion an{wer'd David, when he ſum- 
mon'd them to ſurrender, that if there were none but 
= Blind and Lame to defend it, he with all his Forces could 
not take it. But they ſoon found their Miſtake ; for Da- 
© vid reſolving to correct their Inſolence, proclaim'd thro* 
0 the Army, that whoſoever ſhould take the Fort ſhould be 
1» Þ] Captain-General of all his Forces. Joab, a bold puſhing 
g Man, and who before had the Command of the Forces of 
Judah, undertook and perform'd it; the Buildings of 
| which Fort David afterwards inlarg'd, and made his Pa- 
© lace; and after other Improvements of the Town, he cal- . 
led it the City of David. 5 
David's Affairs being in this flouriſhing Condition his 
de Fame ſoon ſpread among the neighbouring Princes; 
is among whom Hiram, King of Tyre, tent Ambaſladors to 
- © congratulate his Acceſſion to the Crown, and made him 
ya Preſent of Cedars, and Workmen to build him a Palace. 
of But the Philiſtine Princes had other Thoughts of David's 
e- ¶ Succeſs, looking upon his growing Greatneſs to be a fatal 
he Preſage of their Ruin; and therefore they intend to put 
n- Ja Stop to his further Incroachments on them, by attack- 
ſe ing him firſt. In order to which they muſter up a con- 
m, ſiderable Army, and come and incamp in the Valley of 
ds Rephaim. David continued in the Citadel, till he had 
a conſulted the Lord; who aſſuring him of Succeſs, he 
ir {marches againſt the Enemy, hom he ſet upon with that 
ut NVigour, that he ſoon put them to the Rout, and they fled 
1 In ſuch Haſte that they left their Gods behind them; 
Frhich David and his Men burnt. | | 
ng This Defeat did not diſcourage the Philiſtines, for they 
zes Noon recruited their Forces, and came and incamped in 
for Nhe ſame Place, where they had before been routed. Da- 
2d, (bid, tho' fluſh'd with his late Vidtory, would not pre- 
ume upon that Succeſs ; but to proceed ſecurely, he 
of {Morin conſults che Lord, who alters David's March now, 
ri- {Mud bids him not directly to ingage, but to take a Com- 
the als behind them, and fall upon them over-againſt the 
r0- I | Mulberry- 
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42 
Mulberry- Trees; and when he ſhould hear the (f) Sound 
or ruſhing of the 'Trees, then to ingage, for then the 
Lord would go out before him. David obſerved the ſa- 
cred Orders, and accordingly ſucceeded, giving the Phi- 
liſtines ſuch a Defear, that they did not offer in a long 
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Time after to give 1ſrael any Diſturbance. 
A Time of Peace ſucceeding, David propoſes to his 


Officers to ſummon all Yael 


attend at the bringing the 


Ark to his capital City; Which was unanimouſly ap- 
proved, and the King went with them to Kirjath-jea- 
rim to the Houſe of Abinadab : where the Ark had re- 


mained about (g) fifty Years. But they were. guilty of a 


great Overſight here in removing the Ark; for either 
thro' Inadvertency, or Neglect of the (%) Law, which 
obliged them to carry the Ark upon their Shoulders, 
they, in Imitation of the Philiſtines, put it upon a Cart, 
appointing Uzzah and Abio, the Sons of Abinadab, to 
drive the Cart, And in this Manner they ſer forward, 
rejoicing, and playing on ſeveral Sorts of Inſtruments; 


till they came to the Threſhing-floor of Nachos, where 


the Oxen that drew the Cart, ſtumbling, ſhook it ſo 


(f) Sound, This in the Text, 2 
Sam. 5. 24. is call'd, The Hound of one 
going on the Tops of the Trees, By 
which Foſephas, and others underſtand 
the Agitation or Shaking of the Tops 
of the Trees when there is no Wind 
ſtirring, But others, nor liking this, are 
„t Opinion, That the Angels, whom 
God ſent before David, v. 24. made 
this Noiſe for a Signal to him to tall 
on the Philiftines in the Front, whilſt 
David attac Kd them in the Rear. 

(g) Fifty Tears, The Ark is ſaid to 
have been Twenty Years in the Houſe 
ot Abinadab, at Kirjath-jearim, 1 Sam, 

+ I, 2. But that Twenty Years mult 


retetred to the Time of the ſingle 


Adminiſtration of Sammel in the Co- 
vernment: For the Ark was taken in 
the laſt Year of Eli, and the Philiſtines 
kept it but ſeven Mouths, 1 Sam. 6+ 1, 


/ i 
Samuel ſucceeding to Eli in the Co- 
vernment, is reckon'd to have govern- 
ed Ifrae! by himſelt Twenty Year, 
betore there was a King: And rv/en- 


ty Ycars more are allotted to Samar! 
and Saul together, and to Saul by 
himſelf atter Samael. $» chat from 
the Death o. Eli, when the Ark wu 


taken, to the Death ot San, muſt be 


forty Lears. And tho' ſeven Month 
ot that Time it was with the Phil. 
tines ; yet David having atter San/i 
Death reignd ſeven Ycars and fax Month 
at Hebron, and ſome time aitcr thut 
in N beiore he went t) fetcli 
the Ark, it could not 

than fitty Years that the Ark had ber! 


at 3 jearim in the Houſe of A# | 


nadab. 


(hb) Law, See Numb. 7. 9. 


V10- 


be much 1:58 
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: violently, that Uzzah, fearing it ſhould fall, officiouſly 


laid hold of the Ark to ſtay it; which (i) Profanation 
coſt him his Life, for he fell down dead immediately by 
it. This unhappy Accident made David afraid to carry 
the Ark to Jeruſalem; but he left it in the Houſe of Oled- 
Edom the Gittite, who was a Levite ; where it reſted 
three Months, and very much to Obed-Edom's Advan- 
tage, for all the while it ſtay'd there the Lord bleſſed him 
with a great Increaſe of his Subſtance. Which David 
S underſtanding, and 1 his Miſtake, that Uzzabh's 
Death was a Sign the Lord would not have the Ark 


brought to him, he took Heart, and propos'd to move 


it from Obed-Edom's Houle to his own City; which he 
did with great Pomp and Regularity, declaring, that 
none ought to carry it but the Leævites, and diſpoſing of 
Zevery Perſon in his proper Order, the King, dreſs'd in a 
Linnen Ephod, conducted it, ſinging and dancing before 
it, to a Houſe which he had purpoſely built for it, where 


. Fwhen he had placed it, he offer'd to the Lord a great 
Number of Cattle in Sacrifice. As the King paſs'd thro” 


the City dancing before the Ark, his Wife Michal, 
an's Daughter, ſeeing the King demean himſelf fo 


"Fpoorly, in her Opinion, thought very contemptibly of 


him; for ſhe herſelf being Daughter to one King, and 
Mife-to another, thought it below the Regal Dignity to 


act the Part of a Singer and Dancer: And when ſhe came 
put to meet him ſhe could not forbear reproaching him, 


put in a deriding Manner ſaid, How glorious was the 


King of {ſrae! to Day; who being ſtrip'd of his Royal 
E Robes, acted the Part of a Fool. David retorted her 
malicious Jeſt with a ſober Truth, and told her, That 
„ ho vile ſoever he might appear in her Opinion, 
ban what he did was in Honour of that God, who had 
choſen him rather than her Father or any of his Family 


cc to 


00 Profanation. This Acti en of Uz- vites themſelves, to touch the Holy Things, 
=” Was contrary to the Law, which Nanb. 4. 15» 
4 oba all, but the Prieſts, eyen the La- 
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** to govern {frael, And. that he world ſtill perſiſt in his 


* Humility, for which he did not doubt but to be ho- 
% noured of all thoſe that ſhe thought deſpiſed him.“ 


From this Time Michal never had any ( Children. 


By this Time David's Houſe was finiſh'd, for the 
Building of which Hiram, King of Tyre, had furniſn'd him 
with Materials and Workmen; aud David being peace- 
ably ſettled in it, was at Leiſure to think of religious Af. 
fairs; the Firſt of which that cftered © his Mind was 
the Building of a Temple. Wherefore conſulting wich 
Nathan the Prophet, he reflecting on himſelf, ſays; I. 
dell in a Houſe of. Cedar, but the Ark of God 
“ dwelleth within Curtains.” Nathan took the Hint, 
and that io good a Motion might not want Incourage-* 
ment, anſwer' d, Go on, purſue thy Thought, for God 
is with Thee“ But herein the Prophet was too for- . 
ward ; for he judged of the Thing from his own Appre- 
henſion of the Goodnels of it, and not from the Will of 
God, for whom it was intended, and who therefore 


cc 


chiefly ought to be couſulted therein. The fame Night 
therefore God gave Nathan Charge concerning David's 
Deſign, forbidding him to build a Temple, aftigoirg tor 
a Reaſon, (as (I) himſelf afcerwards told his Son Solumon) 
becauſe he had ſhed much Blood. David receiving this 


Prohibition from the Lord, in Obedience to his Will de- 
fiſts from his intended Building, and to expreſs his _ 
titude for his gracious Promiles to him and his Poſteriry, 


he goes into the Tabernacle, and there (wm) proſtrates 
| himlelt, 


LTI Children. Interpreters agree, that the Original fiys, he far betore the 


Michal never had any Children b Lord : But yet it does nor ſay, he fat 


David, Phaltiel, or any other Husband, on hs Throne, and confdering the 

but was naturally barren ; which here, Circumſtances ct the Place and Vcer 

2 Jam. 6. 22. 8 conirm'd UDOn her 48 lion Ot David's CUMIN 11112 the Try 
t go 6.9 i 81 

a2 Curſe, tor deriding her Husband the berpacle, we may very realunably ſap- 


King. poſe he ſat on the Ground, as , 


(1) Himſelf, See 1 Chron. 22. 8. chez and others think, um David's Br} 
(”) Proſtrates. It will ſeem 2 very mility, which you may ſee at la ge n 
od 


and unmannerly Way of David 2 Sam.'7. But Joſephns come; nearer 


paying Thanks to the Lord in fo fa- of all; for he ſays, he tell on his Face, 
cred a Place as the Tabernacle by fit- and proſtrated bimſelt aſter the Mat 
'ring down; which Word might have rer Qi 2 Suppliant, | 

beci ſottened by che Tranſlation, tho? q 


. 


h 
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himſelf on the Ground before the Lord; where, aſter 
„ ſacknowledging the Goodneſs and Munificence of God in 
| RFraifing him from a mean Condition to what he now in- 
joy 'd, and for eſtabliſhing the Government in his Fa- 
mily, he concludes with an earneſt Supplication, that 
the Bleſſing of God may reſt upon him and his Houſe 
tor ever. | 
-J David finding that God had rais'd him to this Pitch of 
Greatneſs, not to build his Temple, but to fight his 
Battles, and ſubdue the Enemies of Iſrael, betakes him- 
eit ro his old Trade of War, and beginning with the 
Royal City of (2) Gath reduc'd it, and the Towns be- 
Jonging to it. Then turning his Arms upon Moab, he 
2 prought them into ſo low a Condition, that he forced 
"* Fhem to diſmantle all their Places of Strength; and none 
Jived but by his Permiſſion. Thence he went to ſecure 
the Borders of the Country at the River Euphrates, 
"" Ivhere Hadadezer, King of Zobah, meets him at the Head 
pf a mighty Army, which David bravely ingages, and 
„oon routs, taking ſeventeen hundred of his Horſe, and 
on, Fventy thouſand Foot; out of the Horſe he reſerv d on- 
y enough for an hundred Chariots, and hamſtring'd the 
ae. The Syrians about Damaſcus hearing how ill it 
i. ad fared with Hadadezer, came to his Aſſiſtance, but 
pere likewiſe defeated, loſing two and twenty thouſand 
Men, which Loſs ſo weaken'd them, that David put Gar- 
Pfons where he pleas'd, and made the Syrians Tributaries 
d him. In his return from Syria he ingaged a great Ar- 
Dy of Edomites in a Place call'd the Valley of Salt, of 
Fhom he (lew eighteen thouſand ; the ret being forc'd 
e ſubmit, receiv'd Garriſons of King David, and be- 
ime Tributaries to him. | 
From this Expedition the victorious King return'd 
Jaden with the Spoils of his Enemies, bringing abun- 
'FEnce of Gold and Braſs with him, which, with the rich 


's He R K s as.” 

e eſents he receiv'd from the neighbouring Princes, he 
Fac. | dedicated 
Mat 


WT) Cath. This is call'd, 2 Sow. 3. 1. Meth:gammah, or the Bridle of Bin- 
IF" >-caule it kept the Country in Bondage. 
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dedicated to the Service of the Lord. And now being grown? 


famous for theſe Victories, he ſtruck a Terrour into all 
about him; who ſend Preſents and court his Alliance 
Amongſt whom, Toi, King of Hamath, hearing of David's? 
Succeſs againſt Hadadezer, with whom he had been in- 
'd in War, ſends his Son Joram to compliment him 
upon his Succeſs, with a great Preſent of Plate. 
Having thus ſubdued his Enemies, and procured Peace 
to his People, David begins to remember the former Kind- 
neſs of his dear Friend and Brother Jonathan ; and inqui- N 
ring witether there were any of Saul's Family left, to é whom 
he might ſhew Favour for Jonathan's Sake, Ziba, an old 

Servant of Saul's, acquainted him, that there was one 
Son of Jonathan living, named Mephiboſh?th, who was 
lame of his Feet. David glad of this Opportunity to 
revive and preſerve the Memory of his dear Friend, ſends F' 
for Mephiboſheth, receives him courteouſly, aſſures him of F' 
his Protection, reſtores his Grandfather Saul s Lands to 

him, and, as a particular Mark of his Eſteem, obliges 
him td eat at his Table. Mephiboſheth receives the Royal? 
Bounty with great Humility and Reſpe&, which Davit? 
ſtill to make more ſecure to him, conſtitutes Ziba hs 
Steward, who with his fifteen Sons and twenty Ser 
vants managed the Eſtate, whilſt Mephiboſheth dwelt at 
Eaſe in Jeruſalem, and eat at the King's Table as on: 
of his (o) Sons. | 
About this Time_King David hearing that his odd 
(p) Friend Nahaſh King)of Ammon was dead, and that hi 

Son Hanun ſucceeded him ; gratefully remembring thx 
Civilities of the Father, ſends an Ambaſly of Condolend 

to the Son, and congratulates his Acceſſion to the Crowu 5) 
The Ambaſladors arriving at the Ammonitiſh Court, ti e. 
Princes of Ammon perſuaded their King that David 1 Ti 
on | Bre 


1 
1 alt 


(e) Sons, David had many Sons; for (p) Friend, It is very probable, n great 
whilſt he was at Hebron he had Six, Jahaſh King of Ammon had ſheva 
and aiter he came to Jeraſalem he had ſome Kindneſs to David in the I the 
thirteen by his Wives, belides thoſe he of his Troubles under San, tho 09 
had by his Concubines, is no, particular Mention of ks io # 
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ſent his Ambaſſy out of any Reſpe& to the Memory of the 
late King, or Honour to the preſent, but to diſcover the 
f Weaknel 

was too eaſily led away by theſe officious Counſellors, far 
gat their Inſtigation he treated the Ambaſſadors molt vilely 
and inhoſpitably, ſhaving off one Half of their () Beards, 
Hand cutting off their Garments in the Middle of their 
Buttocks, and in that reproachful Manner ſent them 


47 


s of the Place, that he might invade it. Hanun 


way. Being in this ſcandalous Manner expos'd, they 


Srere aſham'd to return; of which David having Intel- 
Jigence, advis'd them to tarry about Jericho till they had 
Y recovered their Diſgrace by the Growing of their 
Beards again; then reſenting this Violation of the Law 
pf Nations, as became fo great a Prince, he ſent an Army, 
under the Command of Joab, to call the inhoſpitable Am- 
uonites to an Account: Which they expecting had pro- 
ided againſt, for beſides their own Forces, they had pro- 
Fided three and thirty thouſand Mercenaries of the Sy- 
ang, which lay incamped at ſome Diſtance in the Fields, 


hilſt the Ammonites lay before their own City. Joab 


blerring this Diſpoſition of their Armies, divided his 


to two Bodies, one of which, compos'd of choice Men, 
imſelf led againſt the Mercenaries, leaving the reſt with 
is Brother Abiſhai to watch the Motion of the Ammo- 
tes, agreeing to relieve each other as Occaſion ſhould 
quire. Then Joab incouraging his Men, made a brisk 


Tharge upon the Syrians, and ſoon routed them; which 


je Ammonites perceiving, they were ſo diſcourag'd, that 
they 


» 


) Bedrds, This Afflont was as 
ominious as could be invented by 
Malice of Man in thoſe Coun- 
$ ; tor Decalvation or l-aving any 
Wt: wheſe Hair grew, bald, was 

great Offence ; then the cutting 


or Veſt ; whereby their Nakednefs 
was expoſed, for the Hebrew Lai- 
ty did not wear Breeches, only tae 


Prieſts, 
£81 Recovered. It was an Eſta- 
bliſhment in the Fewiſh Law, not to 


halt the Beard (which made them 
= iidiculous) was a great Addi- 
d the Aﬀront, where Beards were 
great Veneration and Eſteem. But 
worſt and moſt immodeſt of all 
te cutting cf halt theix Robe 


have -any Part ot the Head or Beard 
ſhaved , Levis. 21. 5. And theretore 
the Ammonites, who were Neighbours 
to the Hebrews, knew they c uld not 
offer a greater Affront to them, than cut- 
ting off their Beards. 
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they fled into the City. Joab having thus obtain'd an 


eaſy Victory, return in Triumph to Jeruſalem: Where 


he had not been long before the News came, that the 
Syrians had raiſed a great Army, to which Hadadexer 
had added the Syrian Troops beyond the River; all“ 
which were to rendezvous at Helam, under the Com- 
mand of Shobach, King Hadadezer's General. King Da- 
vid hearing this, uniting all his Forces, marches in Perſon 
with them to Helam, where he finds the Enemy ready, 
to receive and give him Battle. The Armies ingage, 
and David ſoon put the Syriaus to the Rout, who loſt 
their General Shobach, and about ſeven and forty 
thouſand of their Men. 'The petty Kings who were Tri- 
butaries to Hadadezer, finding it in vain to oppoſe the con- 
quering Sword of Iſrael, quitted Hadadezer's Intereſt, 
and {ſubmitted to David; who reſolving to chaſtiſe the 
inſolent Ammonites yet more ſharply, ſent Joab next Cam- 
paign with a gallant Army againſt them; who having ra- 
vag d the Country, and put the Ammonites to the Sword, 
where-ever he could come at them, at laſt laid Siege tu 
Rabbah, the Metropolis of the Ammonites. 
Hitherto David's Affairs went on in an uninterrupted? 
Series of Succeſs, and Victory declares on his Side where. 
ever he turns his Arms. But at laſt, unhappy Prince 
He becomes his own Enemy; for indulging himſelf in Eal 
and Luxury, the Bane and Ruſt of the Mind, he inſenſ 
bly gives Way to looſe Deſires, which captivate his Re: 
fon, and betray him to the perpetrating of the vile Ac 
of Adultery and Murder, It happen'd, that having ta 
ken his Repoſe one Afternoon on his Couch, (as it ws 
the Cuſtom for great Perſons in thoſe hot Countries ii 
do,) he walk'd upon the Roof of the Houle for til 
Benefit of the cool Air; where among the Variety d 
Objects that preſented themſelves to his wandering Ex 
that of a beautiful Woman bathing in her Garden unhai 
pily enſnar d him. The unguarded King ſees, and is ui 
done, and growing impatient with Deſire of injoying il 
forbidden Beauty, he inquires who ſhe was, and is 


form d that ſhe was Bat bela, the Daughter of Ann 
v1 
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and Wife to Uriah the (s) Hittite, an Officer in his Ar- 
my under Joab, now at the Siege of Rabbah. | 
* Tho Uriah was bravely hazarding his Life for the Ser- 
vice of his King, David ungeneroully attacks him in his 
pveakeſt Part, his Wife; who, dazled with the Glories 
pf a Court, and Royal Favour, gives herſelf a willing 
Prey to his unlawful Imbraces. David, the better to con- 
real this adulterous Act, ſends Bathſh+va Home to her 
own Houſe, who ſoon acquaints him that ſhe is with 
Child. The King now begins to fear the Shame of his 
Wantonneſs, and therefore to hide it, bids Joab ſend 
Wiah to him, as if he had ſome particular Buſineſs with 
him. David's Deſign in this was, that Uriah ſhould lie 
Srith his Wife, and ſo the Child, when it ſhould be born, 
Jhould paſs for his. But God herein diſappointed him, 
Intending to make an Example of him. For when Da- 
pid had ask d Uriah ſeveral CR relating to the 
Diege, in ſeeming Kindneſs he bid him go to his Houſe 
nd refreſh himſelf after his Journey; and, ſuppoſing he 
Pad done fo, he ſent a Preſent of Meat after him. But 
Sho Uriah took Leave of the King, he went not Home, 
ut ſlept in the Guard- room. Which when David next 
Morning underſtood, and asking him, why he did not 
go Home, Uriah told him, That ſince the Ark, with 
Ifael and Judah abode in Tents, and: that his Lord 
General Joab, with the reſt of the King's Servants 
were incamped in the open Fields, he would not in- 
dulge himſelf fo far, as to go to his Houſe, to eat and 
drink, and lie with his Wit” David being thus diſ- 
Ippointed tries another Way, and entertaining him at his 
n Table, fo ply'd him with Liquor, that he made him 
Trunk, hoping then he would go Home to his Wife. But 
David was ſtill defeated, for Uriah ſlept that Night in 
e Guard-room ; wherefore reſolving to make ſhort Work 
Ft it, he diſmiſſes poor Uriah with a Commiſſion for his 
L.. 2.) own 


0%) Hittite, Uriah, tho an Hit- with this Iſ-aclitiſh Woman lived in Je- 
= dy Nation, was proſclyted to raſaion. 
= Jenih Religion; and fo marrying 
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own Death to Joab:; who according to the King's In- 


ſtruct ions poſted Uriah in the moſt dangerous Place of 


Action, where being deſerted, he was expos'd to the 
Enemy's Arrows, which ſoon diſpatch'd him. Thus the 
innocent brave Uriah died a Sacrifice to his Wife's and 
his Prince's Luſt, who cloak their Adultery with Mur- 
der. | | 
Bathſheba hearing of her Husband's Death, made a for- 
mal Mourning for him: but her hypocritical Tears are 
ſoon wiped off, for David ſends for her to his Palace, 
and declares her his Wife. And now Joab having laid 
cloſe Siege to Rabbah, preſs'd the Inhabitants ſo hard, 
that by Aflault he ſeized the Water-works, which ſup- 
ply'd the Place : And having them now at his Mercy, he 
diſpatch'd away a Meſſenger to acquaint David that he 
had ſo ftraitned the Town, that they could not long ſub- 
fiſt. Joab thus declining the Honour of taking the 
"Town, David with a Reinforcement comes to crown 
the Victory, and entring with great Fury, gave no Quar- 
ter to the Inhabitants, plundering the Place, and carry- 
ing off all the Spoil. And thus he ſerved the other Ci- 
ties of, the Ammonites ; after which he returned in Tri- 
umph to Jeruſalem. . 

But theſe Succeſſes cannot obliterate David's late 
Crimes; for tho' he might, with Impunity from humane 
Juſtice, think to indulge himſelf in the Arms of his beau- 
tiful Bathſheba, whom he had brought to his Bed with 
the Diſhonour and Blood of her Husband ; yet the al- 
ſeeing Eye of the great Judge of the World rouzes him 
out of his adulterous Lethargy, and makes him unwit- 
tingly his own Judge. This the Lord did by his Pro- 
phet Nathan, who propoſed to David the following Pa- 
rable, and demanded Juſtice of him for a poor oppreſſed 


Man. There were, ſaid Nathan, two Men in one City, 


** the one rich, and the other poor. The rich abound- 
* ed in all Manner of Plenty; but the poor Man lived 
** by the mere Providence of God, his whole Stock con- 
* {iſting of but one poor Ewe-Lamb, which he fondled 


00 | 
as his Child. It — that the rich Man being 
4 viſited 8 
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avid procures Uriah's death. 
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F< viſited by a Friend, he ſent and took away the poor 
Man's Lamb, and dreſs'd it to entertain his Gueſt? 
David, incens d at the Barbarity of the Fact, in a 
Rage paſſes this Sentence on the Offender. © As the 


Lord liveth, the Man that has done this Thing de- 


ö © ſerves to die. And he ſhall reſtore the Lamb four-fold, 
* becauſe he did this Thing, and had no Pity.” David 


ot thinking he had pronounced Sentence againſt himſelf, 


: he Prophet tells him, ** Thou art the Man : Hear then 
TF* what the Lord hath determined againſt Thee: I 


F* anointed Thee King over ae; I delivered Thee 
from Saul, and gave Thee his Kingdom, with all that 


chou couldſt defire. Why then haſt thou deſpiſed the 


XZ Commandment of the Lord, in contriving the Death 
of Uriah, and taking his Wife? For this the Sword 


3 ſhall not depart from thy Houſe fo long as thou liveſt: 
And becauſe thou haſt taken the Wife of Uriah, be- 
N * hold I pvill 09 


ſuffer an Affliction to riſe againſt Thee 
out of thine own Houſe, and | will ſuffer thy Wives 


F to be taken from Thee before thine Eyes; I will even 


I * ſuffer them to be taken by thy Domeſtick, and he 


N 888 ” "IN 


Z ſhall lie with them before the Face of the Sun. For 


tho" thou didſt fin ſecretly, I will do this Thing be- 
fore all ae! in the moſt open Manner... David ne- 


Fer offer'd to excuſe himſelf, but made a ſhort and full 


onfefſion, ſaying, © I have ſinned againſt the Lord.“ 
pon which God transfers the Sentence of Death, which 


Pavid had pronounced againſt himſelf, from him to the 


Child, 


(e) Suffer. Our Tranſlation of 2 Aated Evil, ſignifies an Afiifion or 
m. 12. 11. ruas thus: 7 will raiſe AMisfortnne here, and in many other 


=> Ei! againſt thee out of thine own Places of Scripture. So that if we 
A "ſe, and will take thy Wives before tranſlate it, I will ſafter an Afflidtion, 
Des, and give them wnto ii Os. theſe Expreſſions would give no 
bor, and be ſhall lie with thy Occaſion ot Scoffing to Atheiſts and 
_” in the Sight of the Sun. This Libertines, who, trom the Miſinter- 
ae Calvin ſay, Inft. I. 1. c. 18. pretation of the Text, would make 
che Inceſt of Abſolom was the God the active Author ot the Evils 
ok of God, But the Verbs here which bez! Mankind, which is con- 


d, lignity only a Permiſſion of the trary © his Atiibartes of Juffice, Good- 
ings ſpoken of, and not an Ac- . neft, Cg, u 9557 permitting Migrorranes 
M ; ang the Word, which is ftran- wo p We 
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Child, the Prophet telling him, That he ſhould no 
** die, but the Child he ſhould have by Bathſheba ſhould Av 
* not live. Which accordingly fell out; for ſoon afte t 
the Infant was born, it fell ſick; and tho' David wepiW 
and faſted to incline the Lord to Mercy, it died the feventiﬆ 
Day. Which David hearing, he forbore Mourning, ſay 
ing, © Why ſhould I afflict myſelf for the Death of th? 
Child? I cannot bring him back again; I ſhall go tt 
* him, but he will not return to me. Then dreſſing hin-Wi 
ſelf, he went into the Houſe of the Lord and worſhip 
ped : After which he return'd to his Palace, and refreſh 
himſelf, and converſing with his Wife Bathſheba, ſhe con 
ceived with Child, and bare him another Son, whon 
by the (v) expreſs Command of God he named Simm 
(that is, Peaceable) becauſe the Lord had promiſed, tha? 
he ſhould be a Man of Reſt, and give Peace to 1ſrael. 3 
God had before transferr'd the Sentence of Death fro 
David to the Child which was born of the adulteron? 
Congreſs ; but the (v) Curſe of the Sword was not ye 
compleated in his Family, which too ſoon fell out, o 
the great Diſquiet of David, and, ſoon after, of ii ee 
whole Kingdom of Hrael. David had many Sons, yl 
but one Daughter that we read of, whoſe Name m 
Tamar, Siſter to Abſolom, his third Son, whom he hi 
by Maacha, the Daughter of Talmai, King of Geſtu 
This Tamar was a Virgin of admirable Beauty, wit 
which (x) Amnon, David's eldeſt Son, was ſo captivi 
ted, that he pined away thro' a () hopeleſs Deſire 8 
obtaining her. This Alteration in Amnon was ſoon di 
cover d by his Friends, but by none ſo much as Jona a 
his intimate Friend, and Couſin (z) German; who bei tie 


very ſolicitous to know the Cauſe, Ammon, plainly reli lat 


hin o 
0 
d 
(v) Expreſs. See 1 Chron. 22. 9. kept within the King's Houſe, (a Wn: 
() Curſe, Sce 2 Sam. 12. 10, 11. Manner ot breeding the Jexiſh D, 
(x) Amnon. He was the Kings el- fels was) that Ammon, tho“ ber Bua re: 
deſt Son, whom he had by his Wife A- Knew not how to come at her. e 
hinoam, the Fexreeliteſs, 3 (=) German. Jona ab was So¹D̊ 
(3) 8 She being a Virgin meah, the Brother of David. rt 
of the Blood Rvyal was ſo carcjully 3 
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Shim, he was in Love with his Siſter Tamar. Jonadab, who 
was a Man of Intrigue, ſoon put the Prince into a Way 
to gain his End ; for adviſing Amnon to pretend himſelf 
Mick, he knew his Father's Tenderneſs would invite him 
o viſit him; and then inſtructing him how to manage 
„ himſelf, he adviſed him torequeſt the Favour of his Siſter 
e Tamar to order his Diet for him, and, to humour the pee- 
Siſh Appetite, that ſhe might bring it to him. David, 
m Nike a fond Parent, indulges his Son, and conſents that 
Hamar ſhould oblige him, not ſuſpecting the fatal Con- 
n equence. Innocent Tamar obeys, and came attended, 
om Aas became her State, with a Collation, which ſhe thought 
on night tempt him to eat; but Amnon ſullenly refus'd it, 
1 ill the Company was withdrawn; when, taking the Op- 
he Portunity of their Abſence, he rudely ſeiz'd her, and de- 
J. Fnanded Injoyment of her. The poor frighted Princeſs 
ro W@&xpoſtulates with him the Folly and Scandal of his wick- 
ron gd Deſire, and begs him to deſiſt : But in vain, for Am- 
pe on's Luſt burns with ſuch irreſiſtible Fire, that nothing 
„oy can oppoſe it, and the Royal Maid becomes a Sacri- 
th Nee to his lawleſs Imbraces. Having thus obtain'd his End 
„r the unhappy Tamar, his furious Paſſion turns to an 
m Extremity of Coldneſs and Diſlike, in which churliſh Hu- 
hu Pour he bid her be gone; but ſhe arguing with this 
Srutiſh Man the Bateneſs of this additional Unkind- 
Welſs, he calls to his Servants, and commands them to 
Irn her out of his Apartment. 
Lamar afflicts herſelf with the moſt pungent Sor- 
n, tearing her Robes, and ſhewing all the Expreſſions 
a moſt extravagant Grief. In which diſtracted Con- 


bein ition ſhe repairs to her Brother Alſolom, to whom ſhe 
| (FE lated the whole Tranſactions of the Rape. Abſolom, 
hi o' a Prince of a haughty Spirit, and impatient of 


Prong, was forced to conceal his Reſentment, and ad- 
gd his injur d Siſter to do the ſame ; telling her, That 
« aſidering Amnon was their elder Brother, and Heir ap- 
6% rent hitherto to the King, it was unlikely ſhe ſhould 
ae Juſtice done her on him, and therefore he advis'd 
Er co bear it as patiently as ſhe could, and tarry with 
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him. She takes his Advice, and Abſolom, to take off all 
Suſpicion of Malice in him for this Affront to his Siſter 
never took the leaſt Notice of it to Amnon; but when the a 
King heard of it, he was very angry with Amnon; tho FI, 
58 is no Mention of any Puniſhment inflicted on him 
or it. | 
Abſolom's Revenge had lain burning in his Breaſt two. 
Years, before it burſt into a Flame; which he execute 

upon the Occaſion of Sheep-ſhearing ; for that being 

. Time of great Mizth and ſollity in thoſe Countries, h: 
invites his Friends and Relations to an Entertainment, and 
to colour the Matter the better, he pretends to be very 
preſſing to have the King's Company, who being unwil-Y. 
ling to put him to ſo great Expence, declin'd his Invitai 
tion, but wiſh'd him well. This anſwer'd Abſolom® 
End, who told the King, ſince he would not honou 
him with his Preſence, he hoped he ſhould have hu 
Brother Amnons Company; to which David conſent} 
ed, and all the King's Sons went with him to his Coun 
try-Seat at Hazor. 3 
Abſolom had prepared his Servants to execute hi 
bloody Purpoſe, charging them, upon the Signal ha 
ſhould give, to fall upon Amnon, and diſpatch hin 
aſſuring them of Indemnity. Accordingly when Anm Tur 
was far ingag d in Wine, they ſet upoa him, and kille 
him: Which put the reſt of the Princes in ſuch a Com a 
ſternation, that they made the beſt of there Way fran unc 
the Houſe, expecting the fame Fate. But notwithſtand 
ing their haſty Flight, the News of Ammon s Murde hat 
was got to Court before their Arrival their, and th Hun 
King concluded that Abſolom had murder'd all his Br Unt 
thers ; Which threw him into the greateſt Grief au Hot 
Deſpair : But Jonadab, to mitigate his Sorrow, aſſur ad 
him, that only Amnon was ſlain, and that his Dea. 
had been determin'd by Alſolom from the Time of ii 
Rape of Tamar. Soon after the Princes arrived, au his 
the King and they, with all the Court, wept au Put 
mourn d for Ammon, Fr 
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Alſolom, fearing his Father's Reſentment for the Mur- 
der of his Brother Amnon, made his Eſcape to his Mo- 
ne Ither's Father Talmai King of Geſpur ; where he lived a 
voluntary Exile three Years. In which Time David's 
m rief for the Death of Amnon abating, and his Reſent- 

ment againſt A ſelom beginning to cool, natural Affection 
return d, and he inclind to recal Alſolom. Which Joab 
Jobſerving, he improv d by a cunning Artifice in this 
„Manner. He hir'd a certain Woman to pretend herſelf 
$a Mourner for the Death of one Son ſlain by another, 
Sand that ſhe ſhould go to the King, and complain, that 
her Relations demanded the ſurviving Son to be deliver- 
ih ed up to Juſtice for the Murder of his Brother, by which 
ta Wſhe ſhould be deprived of her only Child, and her dead 
"\FHusband's Name would be extinct. The Woman ob- 
Wſcrv d her Inſtructions, and addreſs'd herſelf ſo artfully to 
the King, that he gave her a fair Hearing, and promis d 
n he would take Care of the Buſineſs. But this being 
un too general, would not anſwer the End; ſhe therefore de- 
manded Protection of the King for her Son againſt the 
Wroſecutors. Upon which he promis'd her no Body © 
mould moleſt him. But the Woman preſſing for a Par- 
Non for her Son, the King, to put an End to her Impor- 
Wunity, told her, As the Lord liveth, there ſhall not 
one Hair of thy Son fall to the Earth.” The Woman 
Having carried her Point, declar'd her Deſign; and that 
Wunder this Pretence ſhe had pleaded the Cauſe of his Son 
Hlſolom, whoſe Abſence the People lamented, and deſir'd 
That he might be recall'd from Baniſhment. The King 
Fhus over-reach'd, and ſuſpecting Joab to have a Hand 
In the Contrivance, ask d the Woman whether it were 
a pot fo? She frankly confeſſed the Matter, and that Jab 
un pad ipſtructed her what ſhe ſhould ſay. Upon which 
en the King calling for Joab, told him he had granted Al- 
um's Pardon, and bid him bring him Home; but with 
Fhis Reſtriction, that he ſhould go to his own Houſe, 
Put not come to Court. This Reſtraint was uneaſy to 
Fſloms roving Mind; therefore he ſent for Joab, with 
Deſign to get him to intercede to the King for his In- 
E 4 largement; 
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largement ; but Joab not coming, Abſolom reſolves by 
a Trick to fetch him, ordering his Servants to ſet Fire 
to a Field of Barley of Joab's, which border'd upon his“ 
The Servants obey, and Joab in a great Rage comes and 
expoſtulates the Caſe with Abſolom for ſo unkind and 
unneighbourly an Act to one, who had been ſo ſervice- 
able to him. Alſolom told him, it was becauſe he could 
not otherwiſe come to the Speech of him : And that his? 
Buſineſs with him was, to intercede with the King that? 
he might be admitted into his Preſence : and then, if the? 
King ſhould think him worthy of Death, let him uſe his 
Pleaſure, for he had rather die, than live under this Con- 
finement. Joab once more undertakes Abſolom's Cauſe, ? 
and repreſents it to the King ſo ſucceſsfully, that he ob- 
rains Leave for him to come to Court; where being in-? 
troduced, he proſtrates himſelf before his King his Fx? 
ther, and is receivd with a Kiſs; a Token of Fo. 
giveneſs and Royal Favour. . 
Abſolom thus reſtor d, makes an ill Uſe of the King hit? 
Father's Goodneſs, and takes all Opportunities of ing 
tiating himſelf with the People; to whoſe Favour th 
Advantages of Birth and Nature did not a little recon} 
mend him. For his elder Brother Amnon being dead 
he now ſeems to be the (a) eldeſt Sen; which being ſe 
conded by an incomparable Shape and Beauty, and a f 
miliar, fawning Addreſs, he ſo infinuated himſelf intoth 
youe Will of the People, that they were ready to ado? 
im. Abſolom, ſeeing their Inclinations to him, table 
Care to loſe no Occaſion of improving them: For I 
put himſelf into a greater Equipage than (4) uſual, pro 
viding himſelf of a Chariot and Horſes, and fifty runnin 
Footmen : And yet would he ſtoop from his Grandeur 
{alute and oblige the Meaneſt of the Mob; for he wo 
wat 


(a) Elif. Though Abſolm was and Chileab ſuxpoſed to be dead 
David's third Son, in the Order of his tore. = 
Birth, Amnon by Ahinoam, and Chi- (b) Uſual. Whereas the K 
leab by Abigail, being elder than he, Sons ufed to ride on Mules ;. See 2 
2 Sam 3, 2. 3. yet he now ſeems to 23. 29. 
be the eldeſt Son; Amnon being (lain, 
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gratch every Morning at the Palace-Gate, and offer to ſol- 
| Micite any Man's Buſineſs, and treat them with ſuch Fami- 
Fiarity, as if they had been his Equals. Then, to make 
His Father's Government contemptible, he would with 
n Sigh bemoan the Neglect of his Miniſters ; and to 
*Snſinuate what great things he would do, were he in 
Power, he would add, Were I a Judge, I would do 
F< every Man Juſtice.” 
By theſe vile Arts he robb'd his Father of the Duty 
and Affection of the People, and ſtole their Hearts. And 
ow thinking his Intereſt ſtrong enough, he unnatural- 
Ay plots his Father's Ruin; which he thus indeavours 
to accompliſh. He begs Leave of his Father to go to 
Hebron, to pay a Vow which he had vow'd to the We 
Svhen he was in Exile, That if the Lord would brin 
him back to Jeruſalem, he would offer a Peace-Ot- 
T* fering to him. The good King, not ſuſpecting his 
Son's Tregchery, conſented, and wiſh'd him (c) a good 
Slourney. | 
$ Ambitious Abſolom, having thus gain'd his Father's 
Leave, ſets forward well attended to Hebron, for he had 
taken with him Two hundred choice Men, but ac- 
Nuainted them not with his Defign, and now being ar- 
iv d at Hebron, he gives Birth to his Conſpiracy, ſending 
is Agents among all the Tribes, to ſound the Inclina- 
tions 


= (c) 4 good, Cc. This is ſaid in Birch; and ſo denote his Age: And 
ie Text, 2 Sam. 15. 7. to be after then the Senſe will be, that he 
nn Years ; but trom whence to was forty Years old, when he plotted 

WO mput? them is not plain, They who againſt his Father. But, from better 
yould date theſe f-rty Years trom the Authority, as in other Places, fo in this, 
Wcyinning of Davids Reign, are tar there is an Error crept into the Text, 


Ft; tor David, who reigned but for- which ſeveral learned Men have thought 
Lears in all, reign'd ſeveral Years ſhculd be rectified, and that the Forty 
er this, Tremellins reads it before, in- Years here mentioned muſt be reduced 
Nad of after, [ante finem quadraginta to f.ur Years only, which are to be 
Tram; Betore the End of forty reckoned from the Time of Abſolow's 
ers ] But I doubt he makes roo Re-cſtabliſhment in Jeruſalem, or trom 
wih the Text, Fer thoſe that his Reconciliation with his Father Da- 
= igaſt upon forry Tears, it is more wid, to the Time in which be asked 
e, that thoſe forty Years ſhould Leave to go and pay his Vow, 
anmence from the Time of Abſolom's f 
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tions of the chief Men of Iſrael; and to direct all, that 
they could gain to his Faction, to be ready at the Sound 
of Trumpet to acknowledge him King: And to ſecure ? 
himſelf of an able Stateſman, Alſolom invites Achitophel, 
a politick Man, and one of Dazid's Counſellours, to his 
Intereſt, who ſides with the Faction at Hebron. | 
David had early Notice of this unnatural Rebellion, 
and the general Defection of his Subjects to his ungra- 
cious Son, and looking on himſelf in great danger at 
eruſalem, he march'd from thence attended only with 
ſix hundred Men, leaving his Concubines behind to take 
Care of his Houſe. Among thoſe faithful Loyaliſts that 
follow d the King was honeſt [tai the Gittite; with J7. 
whom the King could not prevail to leave him; for he 
having fled to David for Protection, was reſolv'd to run 
the Riſque of his Fortune in Life or Death. Hai there- - 
fore with his Family paſſing the Brook Kidron, the King 
with his Party follow'd, and they march d in a mourn F* 
ful Condition towards the Wilderneſs. Zadok and Alia. 
thar the Prieſts hearing that the King was reſolved to E. 
leave Jeruſalem, prepared to follow him, taking thi! F 
Levites, and the Ark of the Covenant with them. Bur 
David adviſed them to return, and carry back the Arb 
with them; “For, ſaid he, if the Lord intend mi} #7 
** Mercy, he will reſtore me; but if he have otherwik} T,, 

*© determin d, I ſubmit.” Beſides, he told Zadock liF* 
might do him great Service by tarrying in the City 
where his Character would protect him from any Vie}? 
lence the Uſurper might offer, and he might give hin? 
Intelligence how Matters went with the Faction. Upoſ . 
which Zadok and Abiathar return d with the Ark, and 
David went forward by the Aſcent of Mount Olivet, 4 
8 of which he made a Halt, and there worſhipp«Þ* 
God. ; 
Whilſt he was here, his old Friend and Counſellor H 
ſhai the Archite came to him with all the Tokens of Sor 
row, to ſee his Royal Maſter in this Diſtreſs, declarinf 
he would ſhare his Fortune, whatever ſhould happe 
But David willing to make the beſt Advantage of fo ue 
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fil a Man, advis'd him ſeemingly to fide with the Fa- 
| tion, that he might defeat the Intrigue and Cunning 
of Achitophel, of whoſe Abilities David being well ap- 
prized, he thought he had moſt Reaſon to expect Danger 
from him. And to encourage Huſhai to this Undertaking 
he tells him, that Zadock and Abiathar were entirely in 
his Intereſt, and that by their two Sons he might com- 
municate any Thing of Moment to him. Huſbai being 
always ready to ſerve the King, readily obey'd, and re- 


turn'd to Jeruſalem before Abſolom arrived. But David 


went forward, and in his Way was met by the perfidious 
Ziba, whom David had lately made Steward to Mepbi- 
Woſbeth, his Friend Jonathan's Son. He bringing a Re- 
freſhment of Bread, Fruits and Wine, David ask d him, 
where his Maſter was, expecting that he above all Men, 


in Point of Gratitude, would have kept firm in his In- 


tereſt: But falſe Ziba told Him, he was in Jeruſalem, 


and hoped to be reſtor d to his Father's Kingdom. The 
too credulous King, believing this treacherous Sycophant, 


paſs d a haſty Sentence on the innocent Mephibeſbeth, 
giving Ziba all his Eſtate. 

Alfter this David march'd to Bahurim, a City in the 
Tribe of Benjamin, where he was very rudely accoſted 
by a ſawcy Rebel named (4) Shimei, of the Family of 
Faul, who walking on the Side of a Hill over-againſt 
David, was ealily heard to ſay, © Come out, Come out, 
Thou bloody Man, Thou Man of Belial. The Lord 
7 hath return'd upon Thee all the Blood of the Houſe 
of Saul, and hath deliver'd the Kingdom into the 
Hand of thy Son Abſolom, and Thou art taken in thy 


Ob a . 3 
/po { Miſchief.” Thus he went on curſing and railing, 
1 6 and with his ſacrilegious Hand threw Duſt and Stones at 
* Fhe King. Abiſbai was ſo impatient at this Inſolence, 
pre g that 
H 
i ) Hime. Whether this Man had conceivd ſome very great Or- 

: 4s been A perſoual Sufferer in the Hence againſt David, aud thought now 
ou Tu of Cs Family, or what elſe he might vet his Malice with Im- 
pes Nad exaſperated him agai iſt David, puuity, | 
ſe och not appear. But it ſeems, he 
1 . 


1 


v4 * 
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that he had deſir'd Leave of the King to take of his Head 
But David, conſcious to himſelf of his own Guilt in ©? 
the Caſe of Uriah, and of God's Judgment denounc't 
againſt him for it, ſaw and acknowledged the juſ 
Hand of the Almighty in all this; and therefore would 
not permit Abiſhai to revenge him on Shzmer. 

David and his Company being fatigu'd enter Bahurin 
and refreſh themſelves, About which Time Alſolom wit! 
his Gang of Rebels came to Jeruſalem ; where Huſh | 
preſents himſelf to Alſolom, and offers his Service. A. 
ſolom knowing Huſhai to have been an intimate Friend 
and Counſellour to his Father, banters him about deſert. 
ing his Friend; which Huſbai cunningly enough excusd 
and anſwer d ſo artfully to Abſolom's Queſtions, that h: * 
receives him as a faithful Friend, and admits him int: 
his Councis? And now Abſolom, unwilling to loſe Time 
calls a Council, and asks what is molt expedient to b 
done? Achitophel, who held the firſt Place in Ab/olom' * 
Eſteem, ſpeaks firſt : And he, fearing a Reconciliatio: ' 

| 
| 


8 * _ 1 4 
.,. ee.” Ree 3 . * 1 


between the Father and the Son, reſolves to make th: 
Breach ſo wide between them, that there ſhould ben 
Room left for an Accommodation, and therefore advis“ 
Abſolom to lie with his Father's Concubiyes ; alledging 
that when all rae! ſhould hear how much by that Ac ? 
he had incenſed his Father, they would deſpair of Paus 
don, and ſtick the cloſer to him. The next Thing 4: 
chitophel advis'd was, to take twelve thouſand choice Men; 
and purſue David that Night, and fall ſuddenly up 
his Guard, who mult be quite fatigued, and in no Pos 
ture of Defence, aſſuring him, they might eaſily def 
them, and take the King. | | 
Abſolom liked both theſe Propoſals, the firſt of which 
he did execute, but he would conſult Huſbai, betore 4 
ingag'd in the latter; which, if they had done, muſt har? 
been of fatal Conſequence to David; for Achitophel wif 
right in his Conjecture. Huſhai being call d in, and heariſ 
what had been propos'd, to take off all Suſpicion, dg 
not commend nor {light Achitophel's laſt Propoſition, bij 


thought it not expedient at this Time; for, ſaid h 
cc M. 1 
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„We all know David and his Men are very brave, and 
eat this Time deſperate ; and if they ſhould happen to 
e worſt the Party lent againſt them, it would be a very 


60 


c inauſpicious Beginning:“ 
that they ſhould arm the whole Kingdom, and then 
they might fall upon him when they pleaſed, or drive 
him out. Abſolom and the reſt, except Achitophel, are 
bf Huſhai's Opinion: Upon which Achitophel finding his 
Advice lighted, and, perhaps foreſeeing by Abſolom's 
Feeble Conduct, Things were not likely to ſuceeed, 
zvithout any Ceremony mounts his Aſs, and got him 


Home, where having ſettled his Houſhold Affairs, he 
Joon after died of (e) Grief. 


61 


Therefore it was his Advice 


} Huſhai having thus wiſely diverted the Storm that 
bi reaten'd David, diſpatches away Jonathan and Abi- 


aſſed the Jordan. 


| | (e) Grief. Some of the moſt learn- 
$d Jewiſh Doctors affirm, that Achi- 
Noel did not hang himſelt, but that he 
es ſtifled with Griet: And, it ſeems; 
che Seprragine did not think that 
RE inal Word hgnihed any Thing 
e, ice chey tranſlate ic by che ſame 
ord here, 2 Sam. 17. 23. Which St. 

il, 27. 5. makes uſe ot in Sp-aking 
t the Death ot Judas. Beſides, all 
= Simaſius has colleded from the 


aar, the two Prieſts Sons, with an Account of all that 
had paſſed; adviſing David to paſs the Jordan, not know- 
Ing but Al ſalom might change his Mind, and revive Achi- 
$opbel's Advice of purſuing him. The young Men being 
viſcover'd on the Way by ſome of Alſolom's Party, hid 
themſelves in a Well till thoſe that purſued them return'd. 
eing come to the King, they deliver'd their Meſſage, who 
ollow'd the Advice, and at Break of Day decamping, 
Then marching to (f ) Mahanaim, - 
he there made a Stand, whither reſorted to him- Shobi, 
WMachir, and Barzil/ai, with Variety and Plenty of Pro- 
iſions to refreſh the King and his Friends. 
they had not been long e'er Abſolom, having raiſed a great 
Army, paſled the Jordan with it in purſuit of his Father, 


But here 


the 


Greek Authors, to prove, that the 
Greek Word Afegxato benifes to hang, 
proves much rather that it ſignines to 
die ot Griet, as ſeveral learned Ney 
have ſhewn. : 

(f) Mahanaim. This was a City 
in the Tribe of Gad, built in the 
Place, where Jacob was met by the Au- 
bels ot God in his Return rom Zabany 
Gen. 32. 1. 2. 


Ta 2 
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the Command of which Army he gave to Amaſa, the Se 
of Ithra, who had married Joab's Mother's Siſter. 

David hearing that his Rebel Son had paſſed th 
Jordan, and incamped ſo near that it was impoſſible : 
avoid a Battle, divided his Army into three Bodies, givin: 3 
the Command of the firſt to Joab, of the ſecond to A4 
ſhai, and of the third to the faithful Gittite Ittai, intend 
ing to go in Perſon with them. But for their own Sak: 
as well as his, they diſſwaded him; to which he conſen 
ed, being willing to pleaſe the People at this Time, ant? 
unwilling to in*age in Perſon againſt his Son, for whor 
he {till had a Paternal Tenderneſs, as appears by cb 
ſtri& Charge he gave his three Generals as they march 
ed out of the City in the Hearing of the Soldiers, th: ? 
for his Sake they ſhould treat Alſolom well, if he fe 
into their Hands. 

The two Armies being drawn out, they join'd Bati 
in the Wood of (g) Ephraim, belonging to the Tribe 
Manaſſeh ; where, though in all Likelihood Abſolon 3 
Army was ſuperior in Number to David's, yet the 
&ory declared for David, whoſe loyal Troops killed ©? 
the Rebels upon the Spot twenty thouſand Men: Ar: 
doubtleſs more had fallen, had not Abſolom been take? 
and ſlain. For he, to avoid his Father's Soldiers, ridin 
under the Boughs of a thick Oak, his (þ) Hair be? 
very thick and long, he was ſo intangled among tit? 
Boughs, that, his Mule running from under him,“ 
could not diſingage himſelf, but hung there bete 
Heaven and Earth. Joab being inform'd of this by 
private Soldier, blamed the Man for not killing him, wt 

| excu 


(Z) Ephraim. So calld here, be- (h) Hair. His Head of Hait 
cauſe as ſome think, the Epiraimices ot an incredible Largencſs ; tor v4 
drove their Cattle over Jordan, to feed he polled; or cut his Hair (whic 
them in this Wood. But others with did that it might not grow too i" 
more Probability ſuppoſe it to be call'd vy for him) we read 2 Sam. 14 
the Wood of Ephraim, from the great that he weigh'd it at two hu 
Slaughter which Fephthah had formerly Shekels of the Kings Weight, v8 
made t the Ephrainites in tliat Plage, ot our Weight is tour Pounds aud! * 
See Judg. 12. Ouuces. 4 
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&cuſed himſelf upon the King's Command, given in the 
Bearing of the Army. Joab not regarding David's Or- 
fer, which he thought might become a Parent, but not a 
King, willing to loſe no Time, takes three Darts in his 
and, and going to the Place where Ab/olom hung, he 
bruſt them through him, and, to make ſure Work, he 
dmmanded ten of his Servants to ſmite him. Upon this, 
Vab, to prevent further Effuſion of Blood, ſounded a Re- 
Feat, which gave Abſolom's Party an Opportunity of re- 
arning to their own Homes. Then taking down Abſo- 
us Body, they threw it into a Pit in the Wood, and 
gd a great Heap of Stones upon him. And this was 
ge End of this unnatural Rebel, and graceleſs Son of 
ge moſt indulgent Father. 
3 Joabdiſpatches away Meſſengers with News of this Vi- 
cry to David, who tat between the two Gates of the 
ty Mahanaim in a doubtful Expectation of the Event 
if this Battle. The Watchman, who ſtood over the 
ate upon the Wall, gave Notice that he ſaw a ſingle 
Man running. © If he be (i) alone, ſays the King, he 
brings News.“ But as the Meſſenger drew nearer, the 
Watchman diſcovering who he was, gave Notice that it 
Ws the faithful Abimaaz. Upon which David con- 
Aded he brought good News. As ſoon as Ahimaaz, 
ene within Call, he cried out aloud, © All is well.” 
ben coming to the King, he paid his Duty to him, and 
Id, © Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, who hath deliver'd 
up the Men that lifted their Hand againſt my Lord 
the King.” The King ſolicitous for his Son, asked . 
imaax whether the Prince was-ſafe. But he unwil- 
We to be the Meſſenger of ill News, told him, That 
den Joab diſpatch'd him and Cuſbi away, he ſaw a 
eat I umult, but knew not the Occaſion of it. He had 
Q looner ſpoken but in came Cuſbi, who told the Whole 
? | Story 
6 Alone, This was a Token that had been worſted, thoſe chat fled 
leger brought good Tidings, would have come in Crowds to the. 


WW Party were employed in pur- City for Re luge. 
the Enemy; tor it his Party 
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64 
Story of the Battle, and that Alſolom was ſlain. Up 
this the King withdrew to his Apartment, and in thi 
mournful (&) Exclamation vented his Grief: O my Su 
% Abſolom, my Son, my Son Abſolom, would God I hat 
* died for Thee: O Abſolom, my Son, my Son!“ Tha 
King's exceſſive Grief for Abſolom turn'd the Trium 
for this Victory into Mourning among the Soldiers, wh 
came ſilently into the City, as if they had been bez 
ten by the Enemy, and fled. Joab, a Man of ma 
Courage than Compaſſion, obſerving this, and preſun 
ing upon his Service, went boldly to the King, and i? 
a Manner more neceſſary than decent rouzed the Kin 


\ 
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from his Grief, and he appear'd in publick to the gret: 


Satisfaction of his loyal Subjects, who throng'd abou 
him, and congratulated his good Fortune. 
too, having loſt their Mock-King, return to the! 
Duty, and ſtrive who ſhould be forwardeſt to briß 
back the King; only the Tribe of Judah, which wi 
the King's own Family, ſeem'd backward, or at le 
indifferent, which ſo affected David, that he ſent to tif 
two Prieſts, Zadock and Abiathar, to put them in Mi 
of their Duty. And to ſoften Amaſa, who had been i 
ſolom's General, he bid them let him know that he wi 
his near Relation, and authorrzed them to give hi 
Aſſurance that he would make him (7) Captain-Gepi 
ral of his Forces in the Room of Joab. | £ 

David, being glad of the Return of the People's iſ 
fection to him, carried it ſo obligingly to all, that el 
the Men of Judah melted, and unanimouſly petition d. 
King to return with all his Family, and came to Gi 
to meet and conduct him over the Jordan. In this Nu 


(t) Exclamation. It is probable, that 
not only Paternal Affection moved Da- 
vid; but the Senſe of his Son's Rebel- 
lion, and of the quick Judgment ot God 
__ him for it, raiſcd his Paikion to 
o hich a Pitch. 

(1) Captain, &c. Tho' David con- 
ceald his Reſentment, as well as he 
could, yet Joab had by many batt Acts 


The Rebe 
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leſſened himſelf very much in De 1 
Efteem and Favour ; as in che 
der of Abner tormerly in coo! ba 
bis Killing Abſo/om now, Contr"! on 


the King's expreſs Command, r Ir 
was in his Power to have faves} /þ 
and in his late bold Reprobf, and 
Treatment ot the king. 


% 
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per came that impudent Rebel Shimei, who before had 


po N | 
bal urſed the King to his Face, and threw himſelf at his 


8a Teet, begging Pardon; which the King, unwilling to 
he feclipſe the publick Joy by puniſhing any one, readily 
IT Franted, giving him not only his Royal Word, but an Oath 


To aſſure him of his Life, Among thoſe that came to 
wh Fcongratulate the King upon his Return, was the perfidious 
be: ¶Ziba, attended with his fifreen Sons and twenty Servants, 
Fo wait upon David, and conduct him Home. As for 


my! 


45 Vicphiboſbeth he tarried at Jerpſalem. where he had con- 
4 j;Frinued mourning for the King's Abſence, and being ame 


She was forced to wait there till the King came; for Ziba 


- Sad again impoſed upon his innocent Maſter, who had 
bor Perder d him to ſaddle his Aſs, that he might go to meet 
he King, but he failed him. Upon which Aephibo- 


Seth complained to David when he asked him why he 
id not go with him when he left Jeruſalem : But tho? 
he juſtified himſelf from the Calumny of Ziba, and the 
ing admitted of his Excuſe, yet he too credulouſly in- 
lined to favour the falſe Ziba, making him a Partner 
ith his Maſter. To which unjuſt Sentence Mephiboſheth 


I rfall) fubmirred, faying, ( Let him take all, ſince I 
1 im ſo happy to ſee my Lord the King return in Peace 
\þ again to be Houſe. 
_ = Good old Barzillai hearing that the King was upon his 


Return to Jeruſalem, tho' loaded with Years, would come 
ud pay his Duty to him, and ſee him over the Jordan. Then 
ffering to take his Leave of him, the King, in Recom- 
41 Pence of his former Services, invited him to go with him 
o Jern/alem, and ſpend the reſt of his Days there; which 
eil modeſtly declining, told the Ring that he was 
ov, by reaſon of his great Age, paſt the Pleaſures of a 
Court, and therefore deſir'd that he might retire to his 
m Eſtate, and ſpend the reſt of his Lite in Quiet: But 
„et his Majeſty plea'ed to beſtow any Favour on his Son 
""W-"inbam, it would be the ſame Obligation to him. The 
who Ring conſents, and, kiſſing Barzillai, diſmiſſed him. 
At this Time a Quarrel happen d between the Men of 
W/ral and the Men of Judah, the former thinking the 
1 + Zr F | latter 
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latter had too great a Share of the King's Favour. Which 
Miſunderſtanding was ſoon improved by a ſeditious Fel. 
low, named Sheba, of the Tribe of Benjamin, who from 
hence took Occaſion to prociaim, We have no Part in 
% David, neither have we any Inheritance in the Son of 
&« eſſe: Every Man to his Tents, O Jfracl. *” Upon 
which thoſe Ma'econtents of 1/7ael deſerted David, and 
followed Sheba: But the Men of Judah perſiſted in their 
Loyalty, and conducted him to Jernſalem; where cal. 
— Amaſa, he commanded him to get the Army to- 


gether in three Days, and give him an Account But 


Amaſa exceeding the Time, David, to prevent any Mif- 
carriage his Delay might occaſion, ordered Abiſbai, with 
what Men he could get together at ſo ſhort Warning, to 
purſue after Sheba, and attack him, if he could, before h: 
ſhould get into any Place of Strength. Abiſhai takes hi 
Brother Joab and the Men under his Command with him, 
and when they were come to the Stone of Gibeon, Amaſi 
with the Army joined them, and took upon him the 
Command. This ſo ſower'd Joab, who was very mal. 
cious and revengeful, that he reſolves to put an End to 
(m) Amaſa's Command and Life too. Which he ſor 

rform'd : For girding his Sword over his Armour very 
careleſly, bur deſignedly, his Sword dropp d out of th: 
Scabbard. This he cauſed to happen as he was with 
in Sight of Amaſa, whom he was going to meet, and 
keeping the Sword drawn in his Hand, he went on to ſ- 
lute Amaſa with all ſeeming Friendlineſs ; but as ſoon 1 


* 
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(m) Amaſa's. Joab, who was na- 
turally of a proud and revengetul 
Spiric, could not bear to ice himſeif 
ſuperieded iu his Command, and by 
one that had laicly headed a rebel- 
li us A. my ein the Kirg, ( tho? 
it is moſt likely his owp Revenge 
was the chief Motive that put him 
upon this baſe Act, which undoubt- 
edly was the Cauſe of this tragical 
End of Amaſa. From hence there- 
fore Princes may learn h.w cautious 
they ought to be in removing their 


Servants, and that nothing but Mer 
ſhould be the Ground of their Pr 
motions. And from Amaſa Fat 
let Rebels learn to hun the Reus 
of their Treaſon; tor though Das 


had torgiven and promoted him 


the chief Command of the Arm 
yer he did it for a politick Rez 
which did not in the Eye of 6% 


diicharge Amaſas Guilt, who Vs 
doubly a Rebel, and deſerve) © 
Fate for flying in the Face 01 
King and Uncle. 
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el. he came within Reach of him, he took him by the Beard, 
om and run him through the Body ; upon which Amaſa 
dropp' d down dead, his Bowels coming out at the Wound. 
| Foab left Amaſa wallowing in his Blood, and with Abi- 
ſha purſued Sheba, leaving a Servant by Amaſa's Corps 
to direct the People to follow him. 
Sheba in his Flight had gathered ſome ſmall Force, but 
ot ſufficient to oppoſe the Kings Arms; and finding 
himſelf purſued , he with his little Army got into 
) Abel, where Joab beſieged him; and battering the 
Wall to make a Breach, a Woman of great Senſe and 
Wiſdom, fearing that Joab would carry th Town by 
Storm, calling to the Beſiegers from the Wall, deſired to 
ſpeak with the General. Toab came within Hearing, 
and the Woman handſomely addreſſed her ſelf to him, 
putting him in Mind, That by a long Preſcription of 
Time it had been a Cuſtom drawn from the (o) Law of 
God to offer Peace when they came before a Town; 
+ I which he had neglected, and endeavour'd to take the 
Town, though the People had never offended, but were 
peaceable Loyal Subjects to the King. Foab was ſtartled 
at this, and told her he meant the People no Harm; but 
that they harbour'd a Rebel, one Sheba, whom he de- 
manded; and if they would deliver him up, he would 
be gone. Upon this the Inhabitants meeting together, 
agreed to cut off Sheba's Head, and caſt it over the Wall, 
0 8 which they did; and Joab, ſounding a Retreat, retired 
he} to Jeruſalem. 

{3} Theſe two Rebellions being thus quieted, David re- 
ſorms his Court: Foab is again made Captain-General, 
Benaah Captain of the Guards, Adoram Treaſurer, Je- 
: Fu} 7 hoſaphat Recorder, Sheva Secretary of State, Zadok and 
Abiathar Prieſts, and one Ira, a 7airite, was principal 


| 

D þ 

Favourite to the King. David had an Army of three 
=. hundred thouſand Men, who did Duty in Proportion 
F Gol > 

D Ws | every 
e1 £15 

of 1 (=) Abel. A City in the Tribe of of Machir, the Father of Gilad, 


$ Manaſſth, called for Diſtinction-Sake 1 Chron. 7. 15. 
$ Abel-Bethmaachah, or the Houie of (o) Law. See Dent. 20 to, 
ES Hacchah, from Maachah , the Wife 


F 2 


very Month, and were relieved by the ſucceeding Part, 
till it came to their Turn again, which was once a Year, 
This was in Time of Peace; but in Time of War they 
were to be all in Readineſs to ſerve, as Occaſion ſhould 
(p) require. 

While David had War with the Philiſtines, the Ene- 
my's Army incamping in the Valley of Rephaim, berw xt 
David's Camp and Bethlehem, and where the Philiſtines 
had a Garriſon, David, being very thirſty, longed for 


Water out of the Well that was by the Gate of Berh- . 


lehem, and ſaid, O that ſome Body would give me of 
ce that Water to drink. Three of David's chief Cap- 
tains hearing this, broke through the Philiſtines Camp, 
and drawing Water out of the Well of Bethlehem, they 
brought it to David, who, when he heard with what 
Hazard it had been purchaſed, would not drink it, but 
offered it to the Lord. 

Towards the End of David's Reign there happen di 
ſevere Famine, which laſted for three Years. The long 
Continuance of this Famine gave David Occaſion to think 
it did not proceed from any common Cauſe, but from 
the immediate Hand of God. And therefore inquiring 
of the Lord for what Reaſon the Land was viſited with 
this Plague, the Lord anſwered, It was for the Sin of 
& Saul and his bloody Houſe, becauſe he flew the (q) G. 


D ce heonites. 


. 


(p) Require. Of their Order and them, which they confirmed by Cath, 
Courſe of erving, with the Names and by that Means ſaved their Lives 
of the principal Commanders, {ce And though this League was frat- 
1 chron. 27. as likewiſect the Names qulently obtained, yer being ſworn 
of the Heads of the Tribes, principal to before the Lord, it could not be vic 
Capcains, and moſt renowned War- lated, And theretore Joſh» and tie 
riors, with a brief Account of ſome Princes of Iſrael, though thry other 
of their moſt memorable Exploits in wite puniſhed the Gibeowtes tor de- 
2 Fam. 23. 1 Chron. 11. ceiving them, yet they kept dh 

(q) Gibeonites, 2 Sam. 21. 1. League inviolably with them, 204 
Theile Gibeonites were not of the would not ſuffer the Iſraelites ' 
Children of Iſrael, but the Remains touch them. Neither was 
of the Amorites, who, upon Joſhna's League violated during the Admin 
taking Poſſeſſion ot the promiſed ftration of the Judges that ſucceeds 
Land, impoſed upon him and his Jaſhaa, for above three hundied Neat 
Counſellors, and cunuingly drew till San, Time, who, it ſeems, l 
the Iſrachres into a League with, his Zeal for the Children of View ; 

gnd 
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ce beonites”. David finding out the Cauſe of the Famine, 
| ſoon finds a Remedy; tor immediately ſending to the 
| Gibeonites to know what Satisfaction they demanded of 
him, they ſent him Word, that they expected ſeven Per- 
| ſons of the Race of Saul to be delivered to them, that 
they might hang them before the Lord in Gibeah. La- 


| 
LL 


| Book VI. of 7he Holy Bible. 69 


vid anſwered their Demand, and ſent them Saul's 
two Sons, which he had by Rizpah his Concubine, 
and the five Sons of (r Arab, the elder Daughter of 
Saul, who hanged them up in Gibeah, as they had de- 


| clared. Rizpah tarried by the Bodies of her dead Sons, 


I 


to prevent their being torn or defaced by the Birds 
and Beaſts - wh:ch pious Care David hearing of, he or- 
dered their Bones, with thoſe of Jonathan and Sau, to 


be brought away, and put into the Tomb of Kh, the 


but Father of Saul, at Zelah, in the Country of Benjamin. 
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After which God ſent them Rain, which produc'd Plenty, 
| and ſhew'd,that he had accepted the Atonement which 
had been made. 

Of all the Enemies //-ael had, the Philiſtines were the 
moſt reſtleſs and troubleſome ; and notwithſtanding the 
many Victories the //rachres had gain'd of them, yet 
th y ſtill recruited, and atreſh invaded them. And now 
| juſt upon the ceaſing of the Famine, David, who hoped 
to mjoy ſome Quiet at the End ot his Reign, is attacked 
by the Philiſtines, and his People were forced to fight 
| four ſeveral Battles; in the firſt of which he had like to 
have 


and Judah flew the poor Gibeonites; forty Years after Manaſſeh was dead 


Hes Diet . 


th uch When, where how, or why, 
lis Siagghte? was committed, s aut 
pPar.icularly fag auWa in Scriptures 


F 10 far as I can nnd. Nor was this a 


— Slaug ter 


For David had 
Oui to ſome Gibronites t 1 offer 


| tm oSaticfacti n; which ſh. ws rhey 


Judah ſuſtered uncer Nebuchadne=zar 
tor the Sins ot Manaſſeh their King, 
2 Kings 24. 3. 

(r) Merab, Michal is put in the 
Text indeed, 2 Sam. 21. l. and not 
by Miſtake, as ſome will have it: 
For Michal was not the Wite ot 


Tema! <Q 4 People. Bu. Saul by kil- Acrielhu. Merab; yet Michal brought 
lng ſome of them had br ken the up choſe Children which Merab had 
Liagu, „a d vinnated the -Oath, tor by Adviel. And the Ferrs obſerve up- 
Vh'ch .ivinc Vengeance was come On this Occaton, that whoever brings 


— n Iſrael in a general Ca 3 
dor even ingdoms tometiimes ſuffer 
wr che Tranſgreſſion ol Kings: Thus 


up a Pupil in his Houſe is in Scrip- 
ture ſaid to have begotten him, 
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have been kill'd by a Philiſtine, whom Abiſhai ſlew juſt 


as he was going to run David through. After which 
David went no more into the Army; and the other three 
Battles were only remarkable for the killing of four Men 
of Arapha of a gigantick Starure. Upon their Death 
the Philiſtines probably were diſcouraged or weaken'd, 
for there was no more Action between the two Nations 


during the reſt of David's Reign. 
And now David being at Leifure, ina thankful Senſe 
of God's gracious Favour for the many Deliverances he 


had beſtowed on him, compoſed that excellent Song of 
Acknowledgments, Thankſgivings, and Praiſes, = 

makes the eighteenth Pialm. 
the Lord increaſed ro [ſraely they advanced in Impiety and 


ich 
But {til} as the Mercies of 


Ingratitude, and their King became the Occaſion of their 
Puniſhment ; who being (s) moved by a vain Curioſity 
to know the Strength of the Kingdom, commanded his 
Generals to go through all the Tribes, and number the 
People. Foab ſaw the Snare, and indeavoured to diſſuade 
the King ; and in a more humble and modeſt Manner 


than uſual with him, argued how unneceſſary a Thing it 


was at that Time, when all the People were h's, and 


ready to obey him. Jab in th's was ſeconded by the 
reſt of the Commanders; bur to no Puipo e; David | 


was obſtinately bent upon it, and wou d be obeyed 
Joab and the reſt having ſpent above nine Months in 

traverſing the Country, return to Feruſalem, and bring 

a Liſt of (t) eight hundred thouſand Men of 1/ael fit to 


- 


) Moved. Libertines and Atheiſts, 
without Regaru to the Errour ot the 
Tranſlators, take Occalion from this 
Text, 2 Sam. 24. 1. to profane the 
Scriptures, and make God the im- 
mediate Author of Evil. Our Tran- 


- Nation ſays, That God moved David 


to number the People, though God 
in that very Plate tells that his Anger 
was kindled againſt Iſrael upon that 
Account; and though the Guilt of ir 
gould not be expiated but by the 


beat 


Death of ſeven 
People, who died of the Peſtilence 
on that Occaſion , and the gh it 55 
expreſly ſaid, 1 Chron, 21. 1. {lat it 
Was the Devi! that moved [244 to 
that Action. We muſt therefore tran 
flate 2 Sam. 24.1. with Caf «fs, con 
form to the Original, The Agr f 
the Lord continn:d to burn againſt U. 
rae], for David was moved to 1ay, 
* Go and number the People.. 
(*) Eight, &c. The Account of this 

f Num: 
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\ (v) Weight, The Nature of Da- Numbering ot the People. : 


b. Arms, and of five hundred thouſand Men of Judah. 
But this Numbering coſt Dvd and his People dear; for 
no ſooner was the Account given in, but David was ſen- 
ſible of his Errour, which immediately brought him to an 
Acknowledgment of his Sin, and a Deprecation of it: 
4 have ſinned greatly, ſays he, in what I have done. 
Therefore I beſcech thee, O Lord, take away the Ini- 
equity of thy Servant; for have done very foolithly.” 
But now, wherein ſoever the (v) Weight of David's Sin 


ly, the Puniſhment was left to his own Choice; for God 


ſent the Prophet Gad to bid him chooſe Famine, Peſti- 
lence, or War. The Choice was a Favour, but it was 
hard; which made David ſay to the Prophet, *I am in 
s agreat Streight.”. But knowing the Mercies of God 
to be many and great, he threw himſelf into the Hands 
ol the Lord, and choſe the Peſtilence ; which immediate- 
ly invaded Jael, and in three Days Time there died of 
it ſeventy thouſand, The deſtroying Angel having ſcat- 
| ter'd the Plague through the Land, was going to ſmite 
Feruſalem with it; but David taking the Blame wholly 


upon himſelf, prayed to the Lord rather to puniſh — 
an 


* 


E ˙· nne 


Numbering of the People'is differently firing to know, that he might glory 
related: For in 2 Sam.24.9. the Sum in the Number and Strength of his 
given is eight hundred thouſand va-— People, and his doing it without any 
liant Men chat drew the Sword in Reaſon, but meer:y to prat y his 
Iſrael, and tive hundted thouſand in cn Pleature, he is ſuppoſed by tome 
Judah. Whereas in 1 Chron. 21. 5, to hav- trau ſgreſſed in not raĩling the 
the Sum given in for Iſrael is eleven Lord's Tribute upon the People when 
hundred th ſand, and for Fadah but they we e number'd, acc idiug to 
tour hundred threvicore and ten thou- an expreſs Law, Excd. 30. 2, 13. 
land. So that this latter Account has where it was provided, That when 
three Rundred thouſand m.re than the people were number d they ſhould 
the former in Jraci, and thirty chou- every Man, from twenty Years old, 


_—_ 


Gar 


A Ms 7% 4 


43 and leſs than the former in Judah. pay half 2 Sanctuary Shekel, (which 


But 1: may be conſider d that Joab, is according to the Value of our 
| ouch 2 Diſlike ot the Under- Money, ft een Peace,) as au Atoue- 
nam, pave ver numbering, and ment and Ranſom of their Lives, tiiat 

leit ic unhniſhed, as appears from there might no Plague come among 

1 Chron. 27. 24. Which might occa- them. Which Money was to be ap- 
bon the different Accounts, brought pr priated to the Service of the Ta- 

in by ſome more fully, and by others bernacie of the Congregation. But 

m re ſparingly. others are cf Opinion, that this Tax 

was not to be raiſed upon cv. 
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54s Sin is not particularly {er down. 
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and his Family, than further afflict the People: U pos 
which God commanded the Angel to deſiſt; who rec iv. 
ing this Countermand ſtood between the Earth and Hes 
ven, by the Threſhing-Floor of Araunah the Febwjits 
and diſpatched the P:ophct Gaa to David, to command 
him to build an Altar in Araunah s Threihing-Floor, 
As David was going thither Araunah came out to mea 
him, and hearing his Buſine's comphmented him with th; 
Offer of the Threſhung- Floor, and the Urenſils be!ongine 


to it, w.th the ( Oxen for the Burnt- Off ring. Bu 


the King refuſed his kind Offer, declaring he would u 
make an Offer ng to God of that which «cf! hem nothing, 
Therefore Arawnah letting the Price, Dawid gave him 
for the Threſhing-Floor and the Oxen (x ; fiſty Shekeh 
of Silver; and building an Altar chere he offered Burnt. 
Offerings and Peace-Offerings, and called upon the Lord, 


(w) Oxen. It may be inquired 
perhaps by ſome, what Relation the 
Oxen had to the Threſhing-Floor, 
To which Jamwer, That the An- 
Clents wied Oxen tor the Treadin 
or Threihing, out their Graiu; — 
ſometimes with che Oxen drew a 
Whecl over the Corn upon the Floor, 
by which the Corn was beaten out. 
The Uſe of Oxen appears tor this 
Work in the Moſaick Law, which 
commanded that they ſhould not 
muzzle the Ox when tie trod out the 
Corn, Dent. 25. 4. Which the Apo- 
Me repeais to another Purpoſe, 
1 Cor. 9. 9. And that they uted to 
ger out the Corn by —_— W heel 
about upon it, the Prophet Iſaiah 
tells us, Ch. 28. v. 27. 28. where he 
ſays The Fitches are not threſhed with 
4 threſhing Inſtrument, neither is the 
Cart-Wheel turned about upon the Cum- 
min; implying that the Cart-Wheel 
Was turned about upon the Grain. 
Which Cuſtoia is thought by ſome 
to be alluded to in wo 20. 26. 
where the wile King is {aid to ſcat- 
ter the Wicked by bringing the Wheel 
over them. The threſhing Inſtru- 
ments alſo mendioned here 5 Aran- 


dab, comprehending the Yokes of 


Who 


the Oxen, and the Wheels, win 


ſuch other Implem its as were nuce 
ary o faſten the Uxen to the 
Wheels, would afford much mor 
Wood for the Burm-Offerings thay 
many :ai:s could do. 

(x) Fifty. Interpreters are very 
much puzzled to reconcile 2 Sam.24 
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v. 24. Where it is ſaid, That David 
bong ht the Threſhing-Floor and the 
Oxen for | fty Shekels of Sil: With 


that of 1 Chron. 21. 25. u exe it u 
ſaid, David gave Ara ab for th 


Place fix hundred Shekels of Gold 
by W:ight, Some think rar the 
Thieſhing-Floor and Oxen nly r 
meant by the Aurhor vt the Bok ot 
Samnel; but in that of the Chro el 
We are to underſtand ali the Land 
and Houſes thereabout thai did be- 
long ro Arawiah, But hie con 
not pleaſe others, who are of Opt- 
nion, that thar waich gave Occa- 
ſion to thĩs Contradiĩcti en inch Va 
fions was, that the Trauſlu os id 
not conſider hat the Hebrew Word 
which they have tra iſlated Silver and 
Weight, do allo oftea ſigaiiy Mone) 
in general, aud the Value ot a} 


F 
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Pr XS 


who anſwered him by F.re from Heaven upon the Altar; 
upon which God was appeaſed, and the Plague ceaſed. 

Nov David begins to fink under the Weight of 
Vars; and his natural Hear being almoſt extinguiſhed, 
they are forced to ſupply that Defect by artificial Warmth. 
But that failing, they try another, Expedient, and pro- 
vide a young Virgin to le with him, thinking by that 
Means to communicate a more natural Heat to him than 
that of warm Clothing This for a While might help 


N ——_ 


Fhim ; though David was ſo weak that he had no carnal 


Knowledge of his Bedfellow, whoſe Name was Abiſbag. 
* Aadonijah, who was the King's e'deſt Son, being by 
Cour e of Birth next to Abſolom, thinks his Father lives 
too long, and ambiriouſly aſpires to the Crown before his 


m. Time. He was a Prince of beautiful Form, admir'd by 


* and ſo indulg d by his Father that he never contradict- 
ed him in any Thing, Theſe Advantages and his own 
natural Popularity puſhed him on to his Ruin, and the 
Diſquiet of his Father, His Brother Asſolom's Fate might 


| Shave been a Warning to him: But Ambition is blind 


and deaf to all Admonition; for he imitares him in his 
Equipage, providing himſelf with Chariots, Horſemen, 
anda Guard of fifty Footmen, as Ab/olom had done. In 
order to the carrying on his ambitious Deſign he conſults 
Joab and Abiat har, whom he gain'd to his Intereſt, and 
who incourag'd him in his Rebellion, adviſing him to 


make a publick Entertainment, to ger as many to ſide 
with him as he could by that popular M.chod. Accord- 
inęly he nvit d all the King's Sons, except Solomon,) and 
ulthe Men of Fudah, (except Nathan the Prophet, Be- 
jah Captain of the Guards, and the Officers of the 
Amy, who, with Zadoł the other High-Prieſt, were 
not for him). The Deſign was, that when they had 


ſeoſted well, and made the People merry, they ſhould 

proclaim Adonijah King. 

NMuthan the Prophet having Notice of this Conſpiracy, 

ac quainted Barhſbeba with it, and adviſed her for her 

on and her Son Solomon's Security to communicate it to 

the King, and claim his Promiſe of Solomon's Succeſſion 
x | the 
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the Crown, which he had given her upon Oath Bat. 

ba thus inſtructed, went to the King, and having a 
qua.nted him with Adonijah's Proceedings, detir.d him t: 
nominate a Succeſſor according to his Oath. Whilſt ſ, * 
was talking with the King, Nathan came in, and confirm 
ed what ſhe ſaid. Then David calling for Bathſheba, w 
had withdrawn upon Nathan's coming in, he declare 
Solomon his Succeſſor; and ſending for Zadock and Benajal, ! 


he commanded them all to mount Solomon on the Mu 


himſelf uſed to ride on, and to conduct him to G 
where Nathan and Zadoc & ſhould anomt him King, an ? 
then to ſound the Trumpet and ſay, God fave KM 
Solomon.* After this to bring him back to fit ont 
Throne, that he might reign over Iſcael and Judah. Thi * 
was immediately perform'd, the People of Fernſalemay 7 
proving of the Choice by their loud Shouts and Ach 
mations of Joy. 

Adonij ah and his Party having by this Time done feaf: ? 
ing at Enrogel, they were juſt upon the Point of p 
claiming him K ng, when they were ſurprized with tit ? 
Sound of the Trumpet, and the Shouts of the Pe 


that attended Solomon. And while Joab was confideing 


what ſhould be the meaning of th s Noiſe, in came 7 
than, the Son of Abiathar, and told them that Dad 
had made Solomon K ng, and that he had confirmed dt 
Succeſſion to him in the Preſence of the Court. This i ? 
ſtartled Adonijah and his Gueſts, that they roſe up f 
a Fright, and fled to ſhift for themſe ves. Adonijah ff? 
to the Altar for Refuge, where he remain'd tili he had? 
Aſſurance from Solomon that he would not pur him i 
Death. Solomon prom ſed him his Life; burfafſu ed hi 
that if he ever atrempred any thing againſt him for i! 
future he ſhould die Upon this Adomjah quitted ii 
Altar, and was conducted to the King's Preſence, we 
bowing himſelf to Solomon in Token of Thank fulneſſ 
his Life, and Acknowledgment of his Sovereignty, he 
l and permitted to go to his Houſe without ke 

raint. ä + 


— 


ö — 
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David now ſenſibly finding his Strength decay, order d 
che Princes of /ſrael, and Officers of his Court and 
my to be aſſembled, whom he acquainted with his 
d-1ign of building a Temple, and that he had provided 
Haterials for the Work; but that God had forbidden him, 
þd appointed Solomon, whom he had choſen King, to 
ydertake and finiſh it. Then exhorting them all, and 
rticularly his Son, to ſerve God, he gave Solomon the 
Model of the Temple, with all the Apartments and Of- 
res, as he had received it by the Spirit: Likewiſe the 
ourſes of Attendance of the Prieſts and Levites, and the 
anner of the Veſſels and Utenſils of Service in the 
Houſe of the Lord. Then he deliver'd to him by Weight 
"the Gold and Silver which he had been long gathering, 
ind appropriated to this Uſe, with particular Direction 
. to apply it. And incouraging Solomon to go on 

ceartully, he told him God would aſſiſt him in this great 
155 and that all the Princes and People would be at 


1s Command: To whom upon that Account he addreſ- 
Id himſelf, wiſhing them to conſider that Solomon his 
vn, whom the Lord had choſen-to that Work, was but 
Joung and tender, and the Work was great; for the Houſe 
Fhich he was to build was not for Man, but for the Lord 
od. Then acquainting them that beſides the Materials 
H Metal, Wood, and Stone, he had given of his own 
oper Goods (y) three thouſand Talents of Gold, and 
'$ ſeven thouſand Talents of refined Silver, he invited 
de People to a voluntary Contribution; who very rea- 
ily offered for the Service of God (a) five thouſand Ta- 
Ents of Gold, and (b) ten thouſand Pieces, and (c) ten 
thouſand talents of Silver, and eighteen thouſand Talents 
f Braſs, and one hundred thouſand Talents of Iron, be- 


me 


V1 


= (7) Three, &c. Which amount to aid five hundred thouſand Pounds. 
Sice-n Millious, and tive hundred (% Ten, &c. That is, Ten thou- 
Neuland Pounds. ſand Drachma's, which, at fitteen 
8 (=) Seven, &c. Which amount to Shillings « piece, c me to ſeven thou» 
Millions, fix hundred twenty fand and five hund ed Pounds. 
bre thouſand Puunds- (ce) Ten, &c. Which amount to 
J Five,&c.Five thouſand Talents three Millions, ſeven hundred and 
to wwo aud wenry Millions, fifty choulaud Pounds. 
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ſides precious Stones. All which they offered freely, . 
which fo pl-aſed avid, that he in a holy Rapture un 
a Hymn of Praiſes and Prayer to the Lord b fore 4? 
the People. Which having ended, he exhorted them . I. 
bleſs the Lord their God; which they did, bowing th Þ, 
Heads, and wor ſhipping the Lord, and then did Rew I. 
rence to the King. F 
The next Day they offer'd a prodigious Sacrifice toth I. 
Lord, conſiſting of a thouſand Bullocks, a thouſan $; 
Rams, a thouſand Lambs, with their Drink-Offering 
feaſting and making publick Rejoyciags before the Lord! Se 
In the midſt of which Feſtivity they a ſecond Time prop &, 
claimed Solomon King, anointing him to be ther Goye| 
nour, and Zadok to be Chief-Prieſt. Then Solomon ( 
on the Throne of the Lord as (d) King, all Hrael ob: 
ing him. And now avid finding his End approach 
ing he called for his Son Solomon, and gave him his |: 
Charge, which was to be ſteady in his Duty to God 
and deſcending to ſome particular Affairs relating to ti 
State, he obliged him to do —— on Joab, who b. 
(e) treated him ill, and treacherouſly murdered the tu 
Generals Abner and Amaſa in cold Blood Then reflec; 
ing upon the impudent Profaneneſs of Shimei in curl 
him when he was on his way to Mahanaim, he cha- 
him in his Diſcretion to take ) Vengeance on hin 


—— e 


(4) Ring. That is, as Co- Rex with 
his Father during the ſhort Remain- 
der ot his Father's Lite; tor it does 
not appear that David reſigned h's 
Scepter till he reſigned his Breath. 


(e) Treated him, &c. Probably re- 
ferrirg to his killing Abſalom con- 
rrary co his CXPre's Command, aad 
ſpeaking ſo boluly to him after- 
warde. 


( f) Venreance. This Direction of 
David to his Son Solomon concerning 
Shimei may to ſons iecm too tevere, 
becauſe ha had before, upon Shimei's 
Submiſſion, graned him bis Life. 
Bur it will not prove ſo, it we couſi- 


der that Himei's Oftence was 25 nul 
agai ſt Pod as at ai ſt Dari, 
God's Law was cx preis, Exod. 22-8 
Thou ſha's not crrje the Raler 9 


Pole. NW Da id was not vil 1b 
the Ruler at the Prope, bur 6 ter 
An 1.eds 2 bing Of bs LmMmEE d con 
Ch ic, uh m he hag rico up 18 
night nis Battles, a d to CXxecutet mon 
Judgment upon Sau aid his He hm 
107 his diſobecience. This 939 ape 
new; aud there fo in 1a nt 7 
and cuiſiag David, calling him u ew 


Man, and that wien particula & 
ſpect to the Biova of Sas Hu. 
2 Sam. 16. 8. he blaiphemed ( 
who had taken the a1ingeom . 
Saul, aud given it to Da * 

r Here 


Th 
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eh | ut in grateful Remembrance of good Barzilla”s Service 


un Þ furniſhing him with Proviſions when he was in Diſtreſs, 
ee charged Solomon to be kind to his Sons, and let them 
1 bt at his Table. Having ended his Advice to his Son, 
h Ye prayed to God for him, in which (g) Prayer he made 
en Kind of Prophetick Declaration of the flouriſhing Great- 


es, Proſperity, Peace, and Juſtice, of Solomon's Reign. 
T bus this great Prince, having reigned forty Years over 
rac, ſeven in Hebron, and three and thirty in Jeruſa- 
n, ded at th Age of ſeventy and a half, and was bu- 
dad n that Part of the City which he had taken from the 
p Sbafites, from him called the City of David. 
bye David being dead, (%) Solomon is immediately put in- 
on P peaceable Poſſeſſion of his Father's Kingdom. But he- 
024 gad not been long ſeated on the Throne before an unhap- 
ac þy Occaſion offer'd, which put him upon taking off his 
+ 1Þ' Brother Adonijah ; who, whether with a Deſign to ſtir 


300 p new Troubles, as was ſuſpected, (for he had in his 
0 1 Father's Life-time aſpired to the Crown, ) or whether on- 
be taken with the Charms of Abiſhag, the beautiful Shu- 
eu gane, his Father's Concubinary Wife, but untouch'd by 
flea Fim, applied himſelf to Bathſheba, the Queen-Mother, 


ir (; 
ar 
him 
B 


prevail with the King to give him Abiſhag to Wife. 
he Queen promiſed him her. beſt Indeavours, and went 
| bo King about it; who being ſtartled at ſuch 

an 


. 
oY 


Chriſt, It takes up the Place of the 
ſeventy ſecond Pla m, and the laſt 
Words ot it ſpeak it to be the aſt 
Prayer or Pialm that David made, 
2 Sam, 23. 1, &c. 


Wihough God was pleaſed to give 
„% Leave to ſhew his own Con- 
x cen lion and Clemency in Oy 
N mei s per ſonalOffence againſt him, 
. 19. 23, yet he would not ſo 
W's by the Si againſt himſelf. And 


dcerefore he both ſtirred up David (h) Solomon. Though Solomon was 


mech commit the Puniſhment to his Son but a young Man when he came to 
r Succeflor Solomon, and gave Ho- the Crown, yet that he was married 
2CUtE | nn Wiſdom ſo to adjuſt che Pu- ſom Time betore, appears by the 
's  "iWiment, that Sime might have Age ot his Son Rehoboam For Reho- 


aped the ſevereſt Part ot it, it he boam was one and torty Years old, 


K« not brought it upon himſelt by 
dew Tranſgrefſion in breaking his 
ah afterwards. 


e) Prayer. This Prayer in ſome 
SJp:& was typical of the Reign of 


uch. 11 4 


2 Chyon. 12. 13. when he beyan to 
reign, which was immediatc'y atrer 
his Fathers Death, who reigned but 
forty Years, 1 Kengs 11. 42. 8 that 
Solomon had a Son à Year old when 
he began to xeign, 
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an unexpected Requeſt, and ſuſpecting that (i) Adonija, 
Abiathar, and Joab, were ingaged in a new Conſpiracy 
againſt him, he reſolves upon Adonijah's Death, an 
ſends Benaiah, the Captain of his Guards, to diſparcf + 
him. And to ſecure himſelf of the other two, he be 
niſhed Abiathar into his own Country, forbidding himt; 
exerciſe the _ Function. Foab hearing this, w 
ſenſible of approaching Vengeance, therefore hoping fo 

Protection from the Holineſs of the Place, he took Sa 
ctuary in the Tabernacle of the Lord at the Foot of th 
Altar, and refuſing to come out at the King's Command 
Benaiah was ordered to kill him () there. Abiath 
being removed from the Office of High Prieſt, Z 
ſucceeds him, as Benaiah did Foab in the Command of 
the Army. : 
Shimei had Reaſon to expect ſome ſevere Puniſhmeni® 
conſidering theſe Proceedings againſt the Faction; an 
when Solomon ſent for him, he might well concludet 
was to receive Sentence: But to his great Surpr 2c h 
Doom was changed into a Lenity beyond his Deſert; f 
he was only made a Priſoner at large in Feruſalem, f 
which with great Joy he thanked the King, and retin 
to his Houſe, Three Years he kept within the Boum 
of his Confinement, but at laſt he tranſgreſſed ; for goin 
after ſome Slaves of his that were fled to Achiſh King! 
Gath, Solomon had Notice of it, and upon his Ret 
put him to Death. 
The Heads of the Faction thus removed, Solom 
looking on himſelf more ſafe, aſſembled all his Ofic 
and Chiefs of //7ael, and with them went to the (1) High 
Place that was at G:beon, where he offered a thouſan 
B 


. * 


i) Adonijah. See 1 Kings 2. 22. 

8 There. Beſides Joab's Treaſon 
in ſiding with Adonhab, he was 
doubly guilty of Murder in the pre- 
mediĩtated Aſſa ſſinations ot Abner and 
Amaſa; tor which it was lawful to 
rake the Murderer from God's Altar, 
and ſlay him. Exod, 21. 14. 

(/) High-Place, Though David 


had brought up the Ark of God it 
Kirjah jearim to Feruſalem, heist 
had pitched a Tent tor it; jet 
Tabernacle of the Congregat!0 
God, which Moſes the Servant ot 
Lord had made in che Wilder 
and the brazen Altar that 3 
had made, remained Rill at C 


I. KINGS CHAP. II. 


Re ons wil © judgment. 


— * 


44-04-0068 


1 1: = ; 


72171 


— 9 


7 


— 222 
rn 


7 


= ooo | — 
mm! 


aum 3 


22. 79. 


I. KINGS 5 Verſe 16. 
Thien Cane There 7 725 Genet 

Mar were harloty, unro rhe £ 779 

1 and flood before hunt. 5 


r IS 
* — — MT — 


— 


> 


2888 


a 


ER eas ack 


33 


err 


3 


* 
Sb >: 


r ny” * * 5 $ — _ 
, 4 * N * en * 1 * E I W - £ £ " Po" 9 
2 r 2 6. 1 r n rn 
* Ern E ˙—˙» ene * 
- : & 1 N 1 wine Mi ns 
: 8 WE; 5 6 8 , " 0 a _ SY * N GS Nous 219th 
pF r © OTE. a PE , © ds ES A ves Fe. . 
1 * . E r 1 1 * * 


CD l e ile e 


10 


r 


Ta N 2 — — Wir mr e eee - SG ING mis „ at + _ i c au + ct « i 7 


F TT ICY I I ̃]³¹uX . 


enn 


"ng 


Wk 1024 


Ir 


IN 8 6 Verſe 2 2. 
Wy houte which 
2 6 Kup hereof threcteore ulli, , 27 


2 eue Be PTE Tt 


—_ 7A 
\ 8 


5 
75 
o 


much hang Solomon built for. 


th bent ty heaght thereof 30 cally. 


Book VI. / the Holy Bible. 79 


urnt- Offerings upon the brazen Altar before the Lord; 
ich which the Lord was ſo pleaſed that he appeared to 
Hiomon in a Dream that Night, and bid him ask what 
& ſhould give him. Whereupon Solomon, having firſt 
Rcognized the Bleſſings God had beſtowed on his Fa- 
ther David, with great Humility depreciating his own 
Ability to govern ſo great a Nation, begged of God 
Knowledge and Wiſdom to inable him to diſcharge fo 
eat a Truſt. This Requeſt of Solomon's ſo pleaſed the 
ord, that, beſides his Petition for Wiſdom, he told him 
te ſhould exceed all the Kings before or after him in Royal 
Pomp and Magnificence, aſſuring him at the ſame Time, 
That if he would obſerve his Commands, he would, be- 
des the vaſt Accumulations of Wealth and Honour, be- 
h the additional Bleſſing of Length of Days to injoy 
them. Solomon awaking | And his Sleep was ſenſible that 
ſc had had a Viſion; and going to Jeruſalem he preſent- 
n him{elf before the Ark of the Covenant, and offered 
p:ce-Offerings before the Lord, and feaſted all his Ser- 

unts, 
It was not long e'er an Opportunity offered for 
mon to exerciſe his Wiſdom; which was thus: 
Iwo Women living by themſelves in the ſame Houſe, 
ad been each of them deliver d of a Child, and one of 
hem had over-laid her Child. She who found the dead 
hid in the Bed accuſed the other that ſhe had taken 
yay her living Child, and left the dead one in the Place 
fit, The other perſiſted in it, that the live Child was 
rs, Solomon, to find out the true Mother of the living 
hd, commanded it to be cut in two, and to give one 
to each of them. The Mother of the living hearing 
Is begged the King to give the Child to the pretended 
lother, rather than kill it: But the other cried, . Let it 
be neither thine nor mine, but let it be divided. By 
lis Solomon diſcovered the true Mother, and ordered the 
ing Infant to be given to her whoſe Tenderneſs and 
ompaſſion ſufficiently demonſtrated her to be ſo. This 
ile Determination gained him great Reverence and Re- 
Qt of his Subjects; and the Reputation of his Wiſdom 
ſpread 
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ſpread ſo far, that People came from all Parts to conſid, 
him. But beſides his admirable Adm niſtration of j uſtig,; 
and the accurate and exact O:-conomy of his Family, 
gave other Inſtances of his Wiſdom in his Works; for, 
compoſed three thouſand (2) Proverbs: a thouſand a '5 
five Poems, and ſeveral Treatiſes of natural Philo'ophy 
Solomon had now began to make (») Alliances with iW;, 
Neighbours, taking the King of Egypr's Daughter Wa 
Wie, whom he brought into the Citadel, which Da 

had built on the Top of Mount Sion, till he had erec Hur 
not only his own Houſe, but th. Houſe of the Lord, a, 
the Wall round the City; but afterwards he buil: MF 
Houſe for his Queen. And now being at Leiſure, he Mit 
member'd the Charge his Father had given him ab 
building the Temple. Hiram, King of Tyre, his Fat 
David's old Friend, having at this Time ſent Ambalq, 
dors to congratulate his Acceſſion to the Crown, he pt 
turns his Compliment in another Ambaſſy; and defini 9 
that the ancient Amity between the two Crowns mi in 
be continued, he intreats him to furniſh him with WMtor 
vants to fell Timber, whom he will pay at a certain Pm. 
Hiram over-joyed that ſo wiſe a Prince as Solomon ler 
ceeded his old Friend David, ſends a very agreti hie 
Anſwer back, aſſuring him of all the Aſſiſtance Nur 
could give either in the Performances of his Subjeſ late 
or any Product of his Country. Having received ton 
Anſwer, Solomon cauſed a (*) Muſter to be made of We n 


his Workmen that were Strangers, which amounted 

two hundred and thirteen thouſand and three hund { 

Men: He appointed ſeventy thouſand of theſe Win 

bear Burdens, a hundred and ten thouſand to H o! 

Timber and Stone, and the other three thouſand ther 
hund rc 


(m) Proverbs. Moſt of theſe are made Affinity with Vaphres, ig 
thought to have been loſt in the Cap- Exypr, he o K his Daughe-r to 
tivity. vho, it is likely, was a Projeiyte 

(n) Alliances. Solomon had mar- becauſe it is faid preſent y le) 
ried an Ammonitiſh Woman before he Kings 3. 3. That Solon! Ter 
was King, who we may iuppoſe was the Lord, aud walked in the nere t} 
a Proſelyte to the ewiſh Religion, or of David his Father. , ane 
elſe his Father David would nor (% Mrfer, See 1 Kings $ ad 
have allowed it. $89 now, having 
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na undred to be Overſeers of the Work. Beſides theſe, he 
ſtig aiſed thirty thouſand of his own People, whom he ſent 
Jo Lebanon to work with the King of Tyre's Men. And 
row all Things being in a Readineſs, on the ſecond 
E Day of the ſecond Month in the fourth Year of the Reign 
hy | f King Solomon the Temple Was begun in Mount (o) Mo- 
h, and in his eleventh Year, in the eighth Month, 
er Mas finiſh'd in all Parts; fo that it was ſeven Years and 
Dax Months in building. And ſuch Care was taken in pre- 
Wing the Materials before they were brought thither, 
at there was neither Hammer nor Ax, not any 
f Iron, heard in it, while it was in building. It was 
ry Cubits long, twenty broad, and thirty high. The 
dorch was twenty Cubits in Length, and ten in Breadth, 
ning out before the Front of the Temple. He built 
bout it on the Out- ſide three Stories, with Stairs to go 
p to them. Beſides the Front- Gate, there was one in the 
Light-ſide. The Roof was raiſed five Cubits. All the 
imber-Work was of Cedar. The Walls wereof ſquare 
tone, wainſcotted with Cedar from the Top to the Bot- 
dm. The Sanctuary was ſeparated from the reſt of the 
emple by a Cedar Skreen, adorn'd with Carving, 
hich ſtood twenty Cubits from the End of the Stru- 
ture, The Inſide of the Sanctuary was covered with 
lates of Gold, in the Midſt of which ſtood the Ark. 
olmon had ordered two Cherubims of Olive-Wood to 
made, and cover'd with Gold, ten Cubits high, and 
tir Wings five Cubits long: They ſtood ypright, 
d ſtretched out their Wings; one Wing of each Che- 
bim touched the Wall, one on each Side, and the other 
70 met in the Midſt of the Sanctuary, over the Ark. 
here were two Doors to go into the Sanctuary. The 
orch was adorn d with a Braſs Pillar on each Side, eigh- 
en Cubits high, In the Court he made a large round 


vi 


Kin | | 
rroW Vol. 2.4 Braſs 
elyre 
le) Moriah. The Foundation of Floor of Araunah hy Rs ; and 
nu! Temple was laid in this Place, where Abraham long before had been 


e Here the Lord had appeared to Da- directed by God to offer up his Son 
and in the very Place that Da- Tfaac, Gen. 22. 2+ 
5 5 u prepared in the Threſhing- | 


G 
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Braſs Baſon, ſive Cubits high, and of ten Cubits Diame. 
ter, which ſtood upon twelve Oxen of Braſs, reſting on 
ten Baſes, each of which had four Wheels. This gren 
Baſon was called a Sea: Beſides which, there were ten] 
Lavers of Braſs four Cubits high, each ſtanding on ter 
Baſes. The ſame Things were in the Temple as had 
been in the Tabernacle, the Ark with the Propitiatory,Þ 
and the Altar of Frankincenſe in the Sanctuary. The 
Altar of Sacrifice which Solomon made was larger than | 
the old one, twenty Cubits long, twenty broad, and ten 
high. The Table he made for the Shew-bread was of Goldi 
and inſtead of one Candleſtick, he made five of Gold. Thi 
Cenſers, all the Veſſels and Inſtruments for ſacrificing 
were of Gold; the Kettles, Cauldrons and Baſons, «ff 
Braſs. All which Work was made by a Hriam Artiſt. 
When the Temple was finiſh'd, all the Elders of ſa 
the Princes of the Tribes, and the Heads of the Familis 
of the Children of Mrael, aſſembled at Fernſalem to con- 
vey the Ark of the Covenant into the Temple. Th 
Prieſts and Levites ( whoſe Charge it was) took up tht 
Ark, with the Tabernacle and all the holy Veſſels, ard 
bringing them to the Temple, diſpoſed them in their re 
ſpective Places. Then they with all the Officers ſinging 
a Hymn, with their Trumpets and other Muſical Inftn: 
ments, the Cloud filled the Houſe of the Lord. Which 
Solomon obſerving, took Occaſion from thence to infe; 
That the Lord had taken Poſſeſſion of the Place. Thea 
turning his Face about, he (p ) pray'd for and bleſs d the 
People; after which, addreſſing himſelf to the People, he 
exhorted them tobe ſincere in their Duty to God, to walt 
in his Statutes, and keep his Commandments. Havin! 
finiſh'd his Prayer and Bleſſing, he, and all the Pcopl 
with him, offer'd Sacrifices before the Lord; and the Lord 
to ſhew his Acceptance of Solomon's Prayer, ſent Fit 
from Heaven, which conſumed the Burnt-Offering and 
the Sacrifices. The Feaſt of the Dedication of the Tem- 
ple was kept ſeven Days ſucceſſively ; during which S 
710% 


(?) Pray d. See this Prayer in 2 Chron. 6. 
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von offer d two and twenty thouſand Oxen, and a hun- 
red and twenty thouſand Sheep. 

| Slomon having thus finiſh'd and dedicated the Houſe 
df the Lord, built a ſtately Palace for himſelf and his 
Queen, which was (q) thirteen Years in building; be- 


bkings the King of Tyre was very ſerviceable to him, 
upplying him with Money, Men and Ships, to procure 
q fetch Materials from his own and other Countries : 


n requital of which, Solomon gave him twenty Ciries in 
he Land of (r) Galilee; which Hiram, out of Diſlikeof 
hem, not Generoſity, reſtored again, and Solomon plant- 
d Colonies of the /ſraclites in them. 

Now did Solomon experience the fulfilling of that gra- 
= (s) Promiſe God had made him, That becauſe he 
Dad not ask'd Riches or Honour, but only Wiſdom, that 
de might the better ſerve the Lord, and govern the People, 
Pod gave him both Wiſdom, Riches and Honour; in 
Fhich he excelled all the Kings of the Earth: For as they 
Jl ſought to Solomon for Inſtruction from his prudent Ad- 
viniſtration, they came not empty-handed, paying him a 
Nearly Tribute of Silver, Gold, Veſtments, Armour, Spices, 
Horſes, Mules, &c. And among the many Royal Per- 
Þns, whom the Fame of his Wiſdom and Grandeur drew 
© his Court, the Queen of Sheba was one; who, having 
end much of Solomon's Wiſdom, came to try his Skill in 
Klolving difficult Queſtions, attended with a very great 
Tnin; and having made a Royal Preſent to the King, 
he conferred with him, and propoſed ſeveral Enigmatical 
Queſtions to him, to which he gave her ſuch ſatis factory 
lnſwers, that ſhe was amazed at the Profoundneſs of his 
udoment, But when ſhe had viewed the Temple, and 
| the 
7) Thirteen. This was longer in (r) Calilze. This Country border- 
Wing than the Temple, becauſe ing upon Tyre is reckond by Tremel- 
mon had all the Materials to pro- ius and Jnnius not a Part of the Holy 
de for building his own Houſe, Land; and tor that Reaſon perhaps 
Ich his Father had provided for is called Galilee ot the Gentiles, M98 : 

F bullding of che Temple. thew 4. 15. ; 

(s) Promiſe, Sze 1 Rings 3+122 13: 
8 2 


des ſeveral other magnificent Edifices, and ſtately Cj" 
ies, Which he rebuilt and fortify d. In all which Under- 
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and breaking into Admiration and Praiſe, ſhe ſaid ; Hay 
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the King's Palace, and conſider'd the OEconomy of h 
Houſhold, ſhe was convinced that Fame had ſpoke truly 


* py are thoſe that attend Thee, and continually hap? 
thy Wiſdom : And bleſſed be the Lord thy God, whip? 
delighteth in Thee, to ſer Thee on the Throne of J 
* ral: Becauſe the Lord loved 1/7ael, to eſtabliſh then 


* 


| 

| 
« for ever, therefore did he make Thee King over then 
© to yo en e and Juſtice. The Queen of Shelf : 
having thus gratify d her Curioſity in converſing witht1$' 
wiſeſt of Kings, took her Leave of Solomon, and return 
laden with a Royal Preſent, and fill'd with Admirationq; L 
his Wi dom and Grand.ur. And indeed the Magniß t 
cence of his Court, particularly of his Table, exceed 
all the Princes of the World before or ſince his Time : EH a 


his da ly Proviſion was thirty ( Meaſures of fine Flow 


and ſixty of Meal, ten Stall- fed Oxen, twenty Oxen off 
of the Paſtures, an hundred Sheep, beſides Harts, Ra 
bucks, Fallow-Deer, and fatted Fowl. In his Stables 
had (⁊) four thouſand Stalls for Horſes, Chariots in props 
tion, and twelve thouſand Horſemen. Add to theſe t 
great Plenty of Gold, which was ſo common, that Sih 
was of little Value; for not only the Veſſels of his Ho! 
were of Gold, but he made two hundred large Targ 
of Gold, and as many {mall ones. He had an Ivo 


(t) Meaſures, They are called in 
our Margin Cors., And the Hebrew 
Cor being computed by Godwin in his 
Moſes and Aaron, J. 6. c. 9. p. 290. to 
contain five Buſhels and five Gallons, 
the thirty Cors ot fine Flour make an 
hundred fxry-cight Buſhels, and fix 
Gallons. According to which-Com- 
puration, the ſixty Cors ot Meal muſt 
make three hundred thirty-{even Bu- 
ſhels, and four Galions : Both Sorts, 
Flour and Meal, five hundred and ſix 
Buſhels, and two Gailons, 

(v) Four thouſand. Thro* a Miſtake 
crept into the Original by the Negli- 
gence oi Tranſcribers, it is ſaid, 


1 Kings 4. 26. that Solomon had toity 


1 


Stall, 


2 

(x 

Thro hem 

nuct 

„ 

ed, 

an \ 

thouſand Stalls of Horſes for Colculz 
riots, For Ezra relating the i: tu 
Hiſtory, mentions only four tha e | 
Stalls: And ſuppoſe that Solomm hich 
tour Horſes to every Chariot, 7 
Chariots of War had common!/ f dio 
two) every Horſe muſt at leaſt Miles 
had three or four Stalls ; he han pur 


in all but a thouſand and four! 
dred Chariots, 1 Kings 10. 26. 
2 Chron, 1. 14. But this 1s a tog 
1mprobable, and contrary to the- 
mon Cuſtom, Which does not % 
ſeveral Stalls for one Horſe, ba 
the contrary, ſeveral Hor ſes 10! 
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PF ares los. ii Ei ad; 


| 


Cod of the AMoabites. 


[ar 

Ivo *) Prohibited. See Dent. 1 17. 
(x) Aſhtaroth. Fathers, and from 

Th en Commentators, differ very 


much about the Name and Nation 
PP which this Goddeſs is appropri- 
ed. Aſhtaroth is, no Doubt, a H- 
Word, and ſignifies Sheep, pat- 


for Calculrly Ewes, when their Dugs 
; the r reid, and give Milk; and rom 
ir thode kecundity of thoſe Creatures, 
olomm | ach in Hris breed a long Time, 
riot, ie Ty:ans and Sidonians framed the 
monly! cuon ot a Deity, which they 
t leaſt e At arte; and muſt, withour 
he ha ute, be the Fenns of the Sy- 
| tour ; which Cicero, in his third 
o. 26. ok De Natara Deorum, confirms, 
a Bo forrth Goddeſs, faith he, is Ve- 
to the % was conceived at Tyre, and 
g not 3 called Aſtarte, 
\rſe, ba 5 AMoloch, The Word both in 
x {es $06 


Þ Hebrew and e/Ethiopick ſignifies 


2 the Holy Bible. 


Throne cover'd with Gold, with fix Steps to go up to 
"+I it, and on the Sides of it were twelve little Lions. 
ſort, no Prince's Reign was more peaceable, plent ful 
and happy, till he ungratefully neglected the Laws of 
God, upon the Performance of which, the Promiſes of 
the Lord were conditionally founded. Theſe he violated 
by giving Way to his looſe and ungovernable Paſſion ; for 
henot only gave himſelf up to the wanton Imbraces of 
many Women, but ſtrange Women; ſuchas were not / 
-\ $raclites by Nature or Profeſſion, but Strangers to the 

Covenant, being of Idolatrous Nations with whom the 
Lord had expreſly ( prohibited Z/rael! in general, and 
their King in particular, to contract Marriage. And fo 
Junbounded was his Luſt, that he had no leſs than ſeven 
hundred Wives, and three hundred Concubines, who 
ſoon depraved and ſeduced him to worſh'p ſtrange Gods, 
as (x) Aſhtaroth the Goddeſs of the *idonians, ( % Mo- 
ich the God of the Ammonites, and 


— 
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In 


(z) Chamos the 


This Apoſtacy and Ingratitude of olamon ſo provoked 
he Lord, that asa Puniſhment for this his Sin he (a) de- 


clared 


King, and was the God of the Am- 
monites, This Idol was a lage 8 a- 
tue made hollow, into Which, ſome 
ſay, they put their Children and 
burnt them; others, that bey put 
the Children into the Arms ot the 
Statue, ar d hen ſer Fire to the com- 
buſtible Matter within it. But be 
the Manner ot ſacrificing Children to 
this Ide! how it will, it is certain 
they offer d Children to himby Fire, 
2 Kings 23. 10. Jer. 22. 35. Eſai. 
105. 37, 38. 

(z) Chamos, 
Bacchix. 

(a) Declared. Probably by the 
Prophet: Abijab, who is mention d 
1 Kings 11, 29. Thus we lee how 
dangerous Temptations Proſperi:y 
and Plenty are; but above all che ex- 
ceſſive Loveot Women, Which, as a 
wile Man ſays, is imuperable, when 

| * 


This Was the God 
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clared to him, he would leave to his Son but one Tribe 
to govern; and to make him ſenſible of the Danger of |” 
his Di obedience, he raiſed up ſeveral Enemies to diſturb! 
his Peace, which he injoy'd without Interruption ſo long! 
as he ſerv'd the Lord. The firſt was Hadad, of the] I 
Royal Blood of Edom, who having fled from Foab, when tl 
he ravag'd the Country, and put the Male Children to! 
Death, eſcaped to Pharaoh King of Egypt, and married 4 
his Siſter Taphneh, returning into his ow.]n Country after 
the Death of David, from whence he gave /rael great 45 
and frequent Diſturbances. Beſides Hadad, God ſtirred Pp! 
up another Enemy to Solomon in the Perſon of Rezon the 
Son of Eliadah; who, flying from his Lord Hadadeza UT 
King of Zobah, had eather'd a great Number of Men," 
over whom he made himſelf Captain, and ſeizing on 
Damaſcus reigned there as King of Syria, and infeſted 
[ſrael all the Time of Colomon's declining Reign. But the 
moſt dangerous Enemy of all was Feroboam the Son off 
Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, a Subject of Solomon's 
and whom he, for the great Abilities of the Man, mad 
Ruler over the Houſe of Foſeph. Him God ſingled ou 
to be a Scourge to the Houle of Solomon by particular Ay 
pointment: For ſending the Prophet Abijah to him, they 
met in a Field, where Abijah told Feroboam, that God, 
had appointed him Solomon's Succeſſor over ten of thi 
twelve Tribes; but, in Conſideration of David's Piety 
he would not do this in Solomon's Time. Then he aſſure 

oboam, if he would ſerve the Lord, as he required 
that his Family ſhould be eſtabliſh'd in the Government 
of Ifrael; but that he would reſerve one intire Tribe fa 


David's ſake. { 

Tho this Matter was concerted with ſo much Privaohi*- 
between the Prophet and Jeroboam in the Field, yet ſs x 
lomon foon got Notice of It, and laid out to take 7 145 
boam ; but he made his Eſcape to Shiſhak King of EH 
where he remained till the Death of Solomon, who having. 


reignt 


we once let [coſe the Reins to our holy David, and the wiſe & 
Feſlion, for the valiant Sanſen, the were captiyated by them: 
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de reigned () forty Years died, and was buried in the City 
þ | of David. 
| Uponthis his Son Rehoboam went to Shechem, to which 
jo Place he ſummoned all ae! to make him King. But 
the People, having laboured under ſome Taxes in King 
Solomon's Time, before they would conſent to proclaim 
ea Keboboam, deſireda Redreſs of that Grievance : And to 
-. incourage their Addreſs, they ſent for Feroboam out of 
Erypt, thinking thereby to awe Rehoboam into Com- 
real Plance with their Deſire. But he was far from 3 
che l their End, putting them off for three Days; in whic 
Time he conſulted his Father's Counſellors, Men of Vears 
and Experience, who adviſed him by all Means to com- 
ply with the People in this 7 for it would certainly ingage 
tell ibem to his Intereſt for ever. The haughty Prince can 
Wot approve of this Counſel, bur demands the more ju- 
enil Opinion of young unexperienc'd Men, more fit 
Companions for his Pleaſures, than the weighty Emer- 


* h gencies of State. Theſe young Politicians adviſe him to 
1 or epiſe thoſe doating Counſellors, and inſtead of redreſſing, 
A Jo increaſe their Grievances. The People finding no 
red opes of Abatement of their Taxes, ten Tribes of them 


mediately revolted from Rehoboam; and when he ſent 
Huram, the Collector of his Tribe to gather the Money, 
hey fell upon and ſtoned him to Death. Rehoboam, too 
ite ſenſible of his Error, conſults his own Safety, and re- 
aired — 
ment 
Ve fot 
(5) Forty, For the reſt of the Ads mon's Reign there are various Opt- 
nd Wiſdpm of Solomon, of which, nions. That ſeems the moſt chari- 


rival Doubr, many and great Inſtances table, which concludes he 4 rho 
c At occur in the forty Years Reigu in hĩis old Age, returned to God, and 

ct N great and wiſe a Prince, we are bumbling himſelf before the Lord, 
7 Ll Kings 11. 43. reſerred to the wrote his Book called Eccleſiaſtes, or 

- pook o the As of Solomon: A Book the Preacher, as an Acknowledgment 
Eyp eltionleſs loſt, with other excellent of his own Apoſtacy; a Warning or 
h We his. And in 2 Chron. 9. 29, Admonition to all omers:0 beware 
VS 2 further Account of the Acts of of, and reſiſt the Vanities of the 

eigne Men, we are referred to theBook World. As to his Age, notwith- 


Nathan the Prophet, to the Pro» ftanding the Variety oi Opinions 
cy of Abijab, and to the Viſons about it, he was fafty-eight Years 
lav the Seer ; None of which are old when he died, coming to the 
extant, at leaſt under thoſe Ti- Crown at eighteen, and reiguing 
* As to the latter End of Sole forty Tears. G 4 
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Pairing to his Chariot, haſtens to Jermſalem. In the meꝛiſ ſot 


Time thoſe ten Tribes, which had revolted from the K 
(c) Houſe of David, calling Jeroboam to them, createdthe 
him King. And thus was that great and goodly Kingdom tar; 
almoſt in its Infancy ſplit into two (4) unequal Parts. 
Rehoboam being return d to Jeruſalem, began to think 
of a Revenge for the Affront offer'd to h'm/e'f in thi 
Perſon of his Collector Adoram, and thinking to reduce 
theſe Rebels by Force of Arms, he wuſter'd up an Army 
of a hundred and fourſcore thouſand good Soldiers: But 
when he was upon his March, the Word of God came hi 
Shemajah, th : Man of God, to prevent a civil War, which 
was juſt ready to break out, telling the People of Ben 
min and Judal, it was God's Will that the Kingdon 
ſhould be ſo divided, and in his Name commanded then 
to return to their Homes: Which Meſſage they obey d 
and every Man went peaceably to his own Houſe, inſten 
of going againſt Jeroboam. After which each King fort 
fies his Country as well as he can ; bur after differen 
Manners. For Rehoboamthe firſt three Years ſerv'd tl 
Lord, as David and Solomon had done 'in the beſt of thei 
Time: But Feroboam, fearing leaſt the Kingdom mig 
again ſubmit to the Houſe of David, if his Subjects went 
to offer at Jeruſalem, as was (e) preſcribed by the Lay, 
;  forbi 


(c) Hoſe, &c. The ten Tribes Tribe of Benjamin, bordering u 
that revolted were afterwards, in ſome of the other Tribes that 4 
Diſtinction from the Houſe of Da. away t) Feroboam, might 8 * 
vid, called by the Name of Iſrael. with their Neighbours, and take bk 

(4) Unequal. | This muſt be un- for their King. Which micht gi 
derſtood by a Synecdoche, the greater Ground for thatSayi.y in 2 Kings 1 
Part on either Side being taken for 20. There was none (that is, no ! 


the Whole: Fur ſome of the Tribes, tire Tribe) that tollow'd the Hou wont 
In drawing the Lots of their Poiſeſ= of David. but the Tribe ot u 
ſions, being jnrermixed with others, only: For otherwiſe we find . inted 
(as Manaſfeh had divers Towns in along, that Benjamin (ar 1s, Medch 
Iſſachar and in Aſher, Foſhna 17. 11; main Bodyof that Tribe) adhere "pn, «| 
and Simeon's Inhetitance was within the Houſe of David in ConjurtF" own 
that of thy Tribe of .Fadah, Joſh. 19, with the Tribe of Judah, 2 erat 
1.) ſuch of the Iſraelites as dwelt in 12. 23. and in other Places. Unity * 
the Cities of Judah continued their (e) Preſcribed. All the Males lty ( 
Subje&ion to Rehoboam, 1 Kings 12. Iſrael were to appear before the LU? ) Ma 
J7+ and perhaps ſome Part of the three Timesa Lear, in the Place wn 92 
1 ; ; * a ( 
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iÞ forbid them to repair thither 3 and to keep them from an 
{Excuſe of want of Worſhip, he immediately furniſh'd 
them with Gods, ſetting up two Golden Calves with Al- 
al tus belonging to them; and, for the better Con veniency, 
he placed one in Bethel, which was the Southern Part of 
the Country; and the other in Dan, which was the North- 
bern Part. He likewiſe built a Temple, wherein he had 
ei Altars for Idolatry, and Idol Prieſts of the meaneſt Sort of 
mf people, and thruſt out the Prieſts and Levites, not ſuffer- 
uſing them to execute their Office to the Lord. Upon 
Fich they all retired to Jeruſalem; and as many of other 

ic ribes, as had any Regard for the Worſhip of the 


od of 7/rach, follow'd them, to the great ſtrengthning 
onidf Rehoboam, and weakning of Jeroboam. 


mln Now 


oboam ſeeing his Intereſt decline, inſtituted a 


Meaſt on the (F) fifteenth Day of the eighth Month at 
caWethel, where he appear'd in Perſon; and ſtanding by his 


rn of the Houſe of David, 


ſhould chooſe ; which wasnow at 
alem, the Metropolis and Royal 
it of Rehoboam's Kingdom. 

) Fifteenth, Whereas God had 


in on the fitteenth Day of the ſe- 
d Month, Lev. 23. 34. 3 
pointed his on the fntteenth Day of 
thth Month, probably with this 
gn, that the People of Fadah, 
town Feaſt being over a Month 
e at Jeruſalem, might have Op- 
ny to come to his, it their 


ohty ſhould incline them. 

It) Man, &c. Joſephus, St, Ferom, 
others, would tain have this 

i 0f God to be 1ddo, chat wig 


pointed the Feaſt of Tabernacles to 


ew erected Altar, a (g) Man of God, who came from 
udah (h) foretold him, that the fame Altar by which 
e ſtood ſhould be one Day deſtroy'd by a Child 
Joſiah by Name; and added, 
proof of the Truth of his Prediction, that it ſhou'd im- 
ediately be ſplit. Jeroboam, incens'd at this Freedom 
Speech againſt his new Religion and Altar, ſtretch'd 
t his Hand over the Altar, and called to ſome of his 


People 


the Acts of Solomon, 2 Chren. 9. 29* 
But this is very unlikely; for, be- 
ſides the Variation of the Name, 
which they mangle very much to 
make it like I44o, the Circumſtance 
of Time will notailow this Propher 
Time enaugh to write the Acts of & 
lomon, by Reaſon ot his Death ſo ſoon 
after by the Lion. Beſides, the 7dao, 
that wrote the Acts ot Solomon, lived 
at leaſt ſeventeen Years alter Solo- 
mom; for its jaid, 2 Chron, 13. 22. 
that he wrote the Acts ot Abij ab K ing 
Qt Judah. 

(h) Foret old. This was propheſied 
three hundred and titty Years beiore 
it came to pals, 5 


— — 


3: . 
—ů— 2 2 — 


5 
13 
: 
N 
} 
b 
: 
: 
p : 
7 9 
* 3 
„ 
: 
& 
4 
o 
£ 
= 
©? 
* 
4» 
MS 
1 
1 
| 
1 
l 
. 
L 
l 
SS 1 
4:4 
* 
= 
GB 
No 
1 
4 
i 
_ 4 
=_ 
1 
4 
£31 
. i 
: 
* 
.* 
Xx 
1 
i 19 
x 
T9 
* 
1 
1333 
13 
N 
= 
N 
— 
1738 
1 
Hf 
= 
\ 
1 
= 
4 
. 
1 
: 
| 
| 
: 


= "an A 
a 22 — — 


I a - 
2 — * 
— 
—— 


3 
22 
— —'æ — 


nerated fo fouly, that he and the People exceeded 


— — — 
— . 89717 © — * 
— A — . © 
ER”... — ——pů— —— —_—___ 
= 
— — << —— — 4 
. 


— — 


go ACompleat Hiſtory Book V| 


People to ſeize the Prophet; for which Profaneneſs |; 


Hand withered, and the Altar ſplit aſunder. Jeroboa 


was fatally ſenſible of his Impiety, and deſired the Pu 
phet to pray to God to reſtore him his Hand; whichtif? 
Prophet did, and he recovered his Hand. Upon tt 

Jeroboam invited him to dine with him, and offered high 
a Reward; both which he refuſed, urging the Comma 
of the Lord to the contrary ; for he was forbid to eatq 
drink in that Country, dd to return anothi 
Way. But tho' he declined Feroboam's Invitation, yet 
eaſy Credulity betrayed him to his Ruin; for an old Pu 
phet, being informed by his Sons which Way he tod 
ſaddled his Aſs, and overtaking him, invited kim bad 
aſſuring him that he had Inſtructions ſo todo from Go 
and notwithſtanding the Man of God urged the Con 
mands of the Lord to the contrary, yet heat laſt prevail 
with him, and went to his Houſe and refreſhed himſe 
After which taking his Leave he went on his Way; d 
he ſoon paid dear for his Diſobedience, for a Lion n 
him and flew him, and afterwards ſtood by him, ( 
preying neither upon him nor his Aſs. The Report 
this was ſoon carried to the old Prophet, who rode! 

the Place, and brought the Body back and buried iti 

his own Sepulchre. 


Notwithſtanding the viſible Judgment upon Feroboa 


Hand, the ſplitting of the Altar, and the (&) Death: 


the Man of God, yet he obſtinately perſiſted in his Id 
latry. Nor was his Rival Rehoboam much behind him 
Iniquity; for after his three Years good Reign, he dag 


that went before them; for they built them high Placs 
Images and Groves on every Hill, and under every Tre 
and, to add to all their Wickedneſs, the abominabl: 


() Preying, The Lion's not eat- (kt) Death, By che Text in 11 
ing the Body, nor tearing the Aſs, 13. 33. where it is ſaid, Afte i 
was an Argument, that this was nor ing Jeroboam turned ns fro 
an accidental Thing, and that the ew! Ways, it is plain that ery 


Ju 


Lion did not Kill che Man for Hun- knew ot the Calamity that 
ger, a Man of God. 
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I. KINGS 13. Verſe 3 

«And His gad, which he put forth 
agamnft hem, dud iq fo utile could 
of Pull il in agam fo hum. | 


— 


ry — — 
— — 
— 


— — * _ — = 
. — — — 
— — — — 4” —_— —— — — = 
> = 3 . » Jon 


1 
— SS 
— aa _- 


pok VI. Vibe Holy Bible. 91 


Sodomy was crept in amongſt them. Such crying Sins 
theſe provoked the Lord to chaſtize them, which he 
I by :hiſhak, King of Egypt, who in the fifth Vear of 
Woboam's Reign invaded Judah and Benjamin with a 
wt Army, conſiſting of twelve hundred Chariots of 
ar, threeſcore thouſand Horſe, and an innumerable 
bmpany of Foot, compoſed of ſeveral Nations, Shi- 
þ, having ravaged the Country, and taken in the for- 
ed Towns, approached Jeruſalem; which put Reho- 
wn and the People into a great Conſternation; to whom 
Prophet Shemajah addreſſing himſelf told them, it 
þs a judgment of God upon them for their Diſobe- 
nce and Apoſtacy, and that he would deliver them 
vo the Hand of the King of Egypt, to make them ſen- 
e of the Difference between ſerving the Lord, and 
ing earthly Princes. But upon their Submiſſion the 
pphet, to comfort them, told them, that God had re- 
ted Part of their Puniſhment, for he would not utterly 
roy them, but that they ſhould be Tributaries to Shi- 
: Who entered Jeruſalem, plunder'd the Temple 
N Palace of all the rich Furniture and Moveables, and 
ned off all that was valuable of the Inhabitants. In 
Depredation they took away the Golden Shields 
ich Solomon made, in the Room of which Rehoboam 
kde Shields of Braſs. | 
Whilſt Rehoboam and his People were thus viſited for 
ir Idolatry, Jeroboam found his Puniſhment in his 
whom God touched in the moſt tender Part; for 
ung Abijah his Son, a hopeful Prince, falling ſick, his 
ther, ſolicitous to know the Event, ſends his Wife to 
& Prophet 44jah to conſult with him, but order'd her 
diſguiſe her ſelf, ſo as the Prophet might not know 
ho She or the Child was. She obeys, and taking a Pre- 
t with her, went to the Houſe of the Prophet, who 
ng by God admoniſhed of her coming, was prepared 
give her an Anſwer. As ſoon as ſhe approached Abij al, 
told her, he knew who ſhe was, and the Errand ſhe 
e about. Then he declared to her the heavy Sen- 
& God had denounced againſt her Husband and his 
= 8 N 4 8 Family, 
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Family, which ſhould terminate in the utter Extirpat 
of them, but begin with the Death of the Child ab 
whom ſhe cameto inquire: And that the Idolatry of! 
Husband had brought this Judgment upon them 
With this doleful Meſſage Feroboam's Wife returned 
Tirzah, which was then the Royal City, and the) 
ment ſhe enter'd the Palace, the Child died. F 
. Kehaboam reigned in Judah twelve Years after 
plundering and ſubjecting of Fernſalem by Shiſhak, : 
died in the ſeventeenth Year of his Reign, and fi 
eighth of his Age, leaving his beloved Son (1) Abian 
Succeſſor ; who began his Reign in Judah in theeightee 
Year of Jeroboam King of 1ſrael. Abiam was an act 
Prince, and of a martial Spirit; and reſolving to end 
long Diſpute between the two Kingdoms of Fad: 
Iſrael, he raiſed an Army of four hundred thouſand M 
Feroboam, whoſe Dominions were of a larger Extent, 
trending to over-power Abiam with Numbers, raiſed 
Army of eight hundred thouſand Men; whom Abia 
ſolves to ingage, notwithſtanding the great Inequa ii 
two to one. Juſt before the Battle, Abiam in al 
(n) Oration expoſtulated with the /ſraelitiſh Army! 
Injuſtice of their Cauſe, in revolting from his Fat 
Rehoboam; which whilſt he was doing, Jeroboam, toi 
tain a compleat and eaſy Victory, ſurrounded Aan 
his Army; which when the Men of Judah ſaw, they 
dreſs'd themſelves in Prayer to the Lord for Succels, : 
the Prieſts ſounding the Trumpets, and the Soldiers g 
a great Shout, they charged the /ſraelites ſo bra 
that they ſoon made them give Way, and in the v! 
Action put five hundred thouſand of them to the S 
A iam improves his Victory, and purſues eroboam, f. 
whom he took many conſiderab e Places of Streng 
which ſo weaken d / eroboam, that he was never il 
wards able to oppoſe Abiam; who by this and other 
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(1) Abiam. So he is called 1 Kings 15. 1. bat in 2 Chron. 13. b. 156 
Aab. 
) Ovation. Sce 2 Caron. 13. f. 
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ful Archievements grew very great and powerful; but 
his Reign was ſhort, for he reigned but three Years. 
© Abiam is ſucceeded by his Son Aſa, a Prince of great 
* Wicty and Virtue, who came peaceably to the Throne, 
d reigning quietly for the firſt ten Years, reform'd many 
Abuſes of the former Reigns, expelling the Sodomites, 
raking down Idols, and — their Altars in all 
the Cities of Judah; and reſtoring the ſacred Veſſels of 
Cold and Silver to the Temple, he compelled Judah to 
ck the Lord God of their Fathers, and to keep his 
aw. In this Time of Peace 4/a built many Cities, and 
örtified others, for the Security and Strength of his 
ingdom; but after theſe ten peaceable Y ears, Zera, King 
Ethiopia threatens Judah with an Army of ten hun- 
ed thouſand Men, and a great Number of armed Cha- 
ots. Aſa was not unprovided; for he immediately raiſed 
ye hundred and eighty thouſand Men to oppoſe him; 
ut ſeeing himſelf ſo overmatch'd by the Enemy, he ap- 
led to the Lord for Succour, in an humble Confidence, 
ying, © Lord, it is nothing with Thee to help, whether 
with many, or with them that have no Power. Help 
us, O Lord our God. for we rely on Thee, and in thy 
Name we go againſt this Multitude. O Lord, Thou 
art our God, let not Man prevail againſt Thee. So 
ceptable was this ſhort, but hearty Prayer of King Aſa, 
t he routed the Ethiopians, purſuing them to Gerar; 
here he gave them a total Overthrow, and plunder'd the 
ountry round about Gerar : After which he return d to 
erſalem with the Spoil of the Enemy. 
Upon 4/a's Triumphant Entry into Jeruſalem, God, 
incourage him to perſevere in his Duty, ſends Aa- 
h the Prophet to admoniſh him of the Neceſſity of 
continuing in his Service, and to aſſure him of his 
re and Protection, ſo long as he ſerv d him, but no 
ger. Upon which Aſa made a thorough Reformation, 
dt only demoliſhing the Idols, which ſtill remain'd in 
ah and Benjamin, but in the conquer d Countries; 
i repairing the Altar before the Porch of the Temple, 
ſummon d not only the Natives, but all Strangers that 
were 
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were among them, to join in Devotion with him; when 
they offer d of the Spoil that they had taken Seven hui 
dred Oxen, and Seven thouſand Sheep; ingaging in # 
Covenant at the ſame Time, that whoſoever ſhould for 
ſake the true Worſhip of the Lord ſhould be put to Demi. 
This they confirm d by Oath, which God accepted, au 
gave them Reſt, 
Affairs going on thus ſucceſsfully in Judah, conſide 
able Changes happened among the 1/-aelites : For Fer 
boam did not long ſurvive the Defeat Abiam gave him, buf 
died in the firſt or ſecond Year of Aſa's Reign, leavin 
his Son Nadab, who ſucceeded him both in his Kingdodlff 
and his Sins: He having ſcarce compleated two Ven 
was ſlain by Baaſha at the Siege of Gibbethon, a To 
belonging to the Tribe of Dan, but then in Poſſeſſn 
1 of the Philiſtines. Baaſha thus poſſeſs d of the 1ſraelit 
% Throne, to ſecure himſelf, makes it his chief Buſinek! 
| extirpate Jerobsam's Family, which he ſoon perform 
# not leaving one alive, as the Prophet Abijah had for 
told to Feroboam's Wife. And tho” Feroboam's Idoln 
| was the Cauſe of his Ruin, yet Baaſha in that imita 
#| him; and, to prevent a total Defection of his Subjc 
| who from all Quarters of Z/rael revolt to Aſa upon i 
. Reformation he had begun in Judah, with an am 
bi Force went and built Ramah, and fortify'd it, keeping 
oF good Garriſon in it, to prevent the /{raelites running 
| ver to Judah. 

Aſa having hitherto obey'd the Lord, and mad: 
thorough 3 in his Kingdom, at laſt makes aß 
falſe Step; for not thinking himſelf ſtrong enough tot 
counter Baaſha, inſtead of applying to God, as he | 
done in former Diſtreſſes, he ſacrilegiouſly takes alt 
Silver and Gold that was in the Temple, and in hiso 

. Exchequer, and ſends it for a Preſent to Benhadad Ki 
of Syria, requeſting his Aſſiſtance againſt Baaſha. B. 
hadad, tempted with fo rich a Preſent, immediately 
tacks ſeveral Cities of Hrael with ſuch Succeſs, that 5 
ſha was forc'd to quit his new Deſign of fortifying" 
Frontiers towards Judah, to defend the other Part 
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Kingdom; of which Aſa taking Advantage, he 
iches to Ramah, which he demoliſhes, and with the 
Materials of it builds two Cities in his own Dominions, 
Blled Geba and Mixpah. But whilſt he was buſied in 
{curing himſelf by his own Politicks, without any Re- 
d to the Providence of God, which had hitherto ſup- 
breed him, the Lord ſent Hauani the Prophet to him, 
ho putting him in Mind of the many and great Deli- 
"Wrances he had received from the Mercy of God, and 
proaching him with his Piffdence in applying to the 
ng of Syria, inſtead of God, he tells him, the reſt of 
x Reign ſhall be ſpent in War. 4a, who had hitherto 
attended with a conſtant Series of Succeſs, could not 
r this Reproof; and, to be reveng'd of the Prophet, 
ts him in Priſon. 
About the ſame Time Fehx the Son of this Hanani 
Prophet was ſent by the Lord to Baaſha, upon the 
e Errand, but with a ſeverer Doom. For after having 


ſucceeded him; who, being an 
impious 


y grows intricate; and it to reconcile this Difference would 
ed the greateſt Wits to recon- have that Six and thirtieth Year to 
de Difficulty. Scaliger follows relate, not to Aſa's Reign, bur, to 
Tries of the Kings ot Jada ac- the Date of the Kingdom of Fadah, 
ng to the Time mention'd in from the Diviſion of the Kingdom 
aoly Scriptures, without any of 1ſrael/, at Rehoboam's coming to 
ud do the comparing of it with the Crown, and to be but the four- 
leigns of the Kings of Iſrael. teenth Year of the Reign of Aſa. 
table that Baaſha did not live But that cannot be, ſince this Expe- 
iter 7Tehu the Prophet had de- dition of Baaſha, for the Building of 
(cd the Judgment againſt him, Ramah, was ſome Time after Aſa 
laid to have ſlept with his Fa- had defeated the King of Ethiopia 3 
b 2nd Elah his Son to have ſuc- for the Prophet Hanani reproach'd 
« him in the Six and twentieth Aſa for torgetting the Deliverance 
of Aſa King of Jadab, 1 Kings God had given him from that King, 
aud 8, Yer Baaſha's Expedition when he deſired Help of Benhadad 
ut Aſa, in order to build Ra- King of Syria againſt Baaſha. And 
n ſaid to be in the Six and yet the Defeat of the Ethiopians, or 
Year of the Reign of Aſa, ar leaſt the Covenant for Reforma- 
tion, 


96 A Compleat Hiſtory Book VI 


impious and debauch'd Prince, was, in the ſecond Ye s 


of his Reign, aſſaſſinated, as he was carouſing in 
Steward's Houſe, by Zimri, Captain of Part of hs (K 
valry ; who uſurp'd the Kingdom, and extirpated BA 
ſha's Family, not ſparing any of his Kindred or Friend 
At this Time the Army was incamp'd before Gibberh 
which was in the Poſſeſſion of the Philiſtines; and t 
News of Zimri's Conſpiracy and Elah's Death be! 
brought to the Camp, the Army proclaim'd Omri, 
General, King; who. raiſing the Siege of Gibbeth 
march'd directly to Tirzah, the Royal City, and th: 
beſieged Zimri; who, not able to defend the Place, 
deſpairing of Succour, -retir'd to the Palace, and by 
both it and himſelf. 

Zimri having thus put an End to his ſhort Rey 
(which laſted but ſeven Days) the People* of , 
were divided, ſome following Tibni the Son of Gin 
to make him King, and others adhering to (o) On 
who in Time prevailed, and reigned ; but in Wick: 
neſs outdid all his Predeceſſors, making Laws to bi 
the People to imitate him, which were afterwards ci 
Omri's (p) Statutes. There is nothing memorable: 
him, beſides his buying the Hill Samaria of Shen 
two Talents of Silver, on which Hill he built the C 
which from Shemer he called Samaria, and was afterys 
the Metropolis of the 77aeliriſh Kingdom. 


tion, which Jadah thereupon entred 
into, is expreſiy placed in the third 
Month ot the fitteenth Year of Kin 
Aſa's Reign. $80 that that Six — 
thirtieth Year, in which Baaſha is 
ſaid to go up to build Ramah (and 
which ſcems so have been a good 
while atter the Reſormation-Cove- 
nant, made in Aſas hiteenth Year) 
can by no good Compuration be 
made to be the fourteenth Year of 
Aſa's — * In ſhort, the Occaſion 
ot this Difference mult proceed trom 
the Miſtake of ſome Tranſcriber, 
which alone can econcile it, as is 
the Caſe in many other Places. 


(o) Omri. He is ſaid to har 
gun his Reign over Iſrael in ihe! 
and thirtiech Year ot Aſa Kit 
Judab, and to have reigned w 
Years; and his Son Aba t 
ſucceeded him in the Eight aud 
tieth Year of Aſa 3 which a 
be, vnleſs Omris twelve Yeu! 
computed from Elah's Leath, 
take in the Time, wheretu / 
and Omri were Competirois if 
Crown, Which is ſuppoſed '0 
been tour Years, Which v1 
Reckoning will come near tie 


ter. | | 
(?) Statutes. See Micah 6 
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> Ahab ſucceeded his Father Omri in the eight and 
thirtieth Year of Aſa King of Judah. Ne reigned two 
ad twenty Years over {/ acl in Sam ria, and did ex- 
ced all his Predeceſſors in Wickedneſs. For he not only 
walked in the Sins of Feroboam; but, to aggravate his 
rimes, married Jezebel the Daughter of E Ha King 
Zidon; by which he introduc'd all Manner of Idolatry 
mong the 1ſraelites ; building a Temple for Baal in Sa- 
pi, and erecting an Altar there, he ſerved Baal and 
yorſhipped him, and made a Grove for Idols, Theſe 
bominations provok'd the Lord to ſend Elijah the Tiſh- 
te to him to denounce a Judgment againſt 7ſ-ael ; tell- 
g him, that for () three Years there ſhould be no 
ain nor Dew upon his Country. Elijah having delts 
er d his Meſſage by God's Order, retires out of the 
each of the Famine, (which upon this Drought muſt in- 
e and the incenſed King, to the Brook Cherith, where 
e Prophet is fed Morning and Evening with Bread and 
leſh by Ravens; but the Brook drying, he removes by 
od's Appointment to Widow-Woman at Sarepta, a 
own belonging to the Zidonians : Where he was no 
oner come, but he met a the Widow at the Entrance of 
e Place gathering Sticks, of whom he defir'd a Draught 
Water, which ſhe readily went to fetch, but as ſhe 
15 going, he deſired her to bring him a Morſel of Bread. 
he Widow told him, ſhe had but ſmall a Quantity of 
ower,, and a little Oil, and was come out of che Town 
pick up ſome Sticks, to bake that Flower, that ſhe 
d her Son might eat their laſt Meal. Elijah bid her 
t fear, but make him a little Cake, and bake it on 
e Embers, and afterwards make for her ſelf and Son, 
ſuring her, that the Flower and Oil ſhould not fail, till 
od ſhould ſend Rain upon the Earth. The poor Wo- 
in made no Diſpute, but did as he bid her; and ſhe 
d her Family liv'd upon this little Store many Days. 
Wl. 2.] During 


Tree, &c. That is, three Years our in St. Lake 4. 25- and the Apoſtly 
| ix Months; for fo, both our Savi- St. James 5. 17+ reckon the Timer 
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— During Elijah's Scay at this Woman's Houſe, her So 
fell ſick ana died, whom the Prophet miraculoul 
brought to Life again; which convinc'd the Womaiſh 
thar he was a Prophet. f 
The Drought continued, as Elijah had fpretold, hid 
occaſion'd a great Famine ; the third Year the Lor 
commanded Elijah to appear before Ahah, for he told hig 
he would ſend Rain; whereupon Elijah ſet forward 
At this Time Ahab and his Steward Obadiah (who wi 
a Man that fear'd the Lord, and ſhew'd it in ſaving! 
hundred Prophets, whom Jezebel would have murder“ 
dividing the Land between them, went two ſeveral Wa 
to ſeek for Graſs to preſerve the Mules and Horſe 
Providence ſo order'd it, that Obadiah met Elijah, ar 
knowing him, did him Reverence, and with Joy faic 
« Art thou that my Lord Elijah? He reply'd, I an 
* Now therefore go tell thy Lord, that Elijah is here. 
Obadiah having regard to Elijah's Safety, and unwilli 
to deliver him up to Ahab, who had cauſed Search 
be made for him; and beſides, being afraid, tl 
when he ſhould have given an Account of him, | 
might vaniſh, and then the King, inrag'd that he cou 
not find the Prophet, might put him to Death, would - 
have excus'd himſelf from going on that Errand : Bi 
Elijah afluring him, that he would appear the ſame! 
before Ahab, he went and told him; who immediate 
came out to meet Elijah, and inſtead of ſaluting hin 
upbraided him with troubling Iſrael. Elijah an{wert 
that not he, but Ahab and his Family had troubled 
rael; and that the Calamity they had ſuffer'd had beſi 
len them for having forſaken the Law of the Lord, at 
following Baal. Now therefore, ſays he, to make it | 
hy pear, Who has troubled 1ſrael, aſſemble the People 
* Hrael at Mount Carmel, and bring thither the four hu 
6, dred and fifty Prophets of Baal, and the four hund 
„ Prophets of the Groves, whom Jezebel feeds at k 
Table. When they were all aſſembled, Elijah pn 
pos d to Baal's Prieſts to have two Bullocks brous!t 
that they ſhould lay one of them upon Wood, with" 
puttis 
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putting any Fire under it; and that he would do the 
like by his; that they ſhould then call upon their Gods, 
and he would call upon the Name of the Lord; and that 
the Deity, which ſhould make it appear he had heard 
their Prayers, by conſuming the Sacrifice with Fire, 
ſhould be own d as God. This they agreed to, and 
Waal's Prieſts call'd upon their God till Noon, but to no 
Purpoſe. Then Elijah, out of a holy Indignacion, began 
to mock them, ſaying, © Cry louder yet, perhaps your 
God Baal is talking to ſome Body, or on a Journey, 
| or perhaps he is aſleep, and wants to be waked. *, 
Theſe falſe Prieſts, hoping ſtill for an Anſwer from 
their God, cried yet louder ; and, finding that did not 
bo, () cut themſelves with Knives and Lancers, till the 
Blood came. 
| Elijah, having allowed them ſufficient Time, invited 
he People: to draw near him, and taking twelve Stones 
cording to the Number of the Tribes, he repair'd the 
Altar of the Lord, which had been broken down, he 
id the Bullock on the Wood, and pour'd Water on the 
kcrifice, the Wood and the Altar three Times, to ſhew 
here was no Colluſion by concealing any Fire, and to 
ander the expected Miracle more conſpicuous and in- 
dnteſtable. All Things being thus diſpoſed, and the 
ime of Offering the evening Sacrifice being come, Eli- 
drew near to the Altar, and ſaid, *©* Lord God of 
| abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, ſhew this Day, that thou 
art the God of 1ſ-ael, that am thy Servant, and that 
it is by thy Command that I have done this Thing. 
{Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that theſe People may 
underſtand, that thou art the Lord God, and thar 
their Hearts may be converted from their Idols unto 
Thee.” He had no ſooner done ſpeaking; bur the 


Ire of the Lord fell, and conſumed not only the Burnt- 
| Offer= 


') Cut, Sc. This was the Man- God had pofitvely forbidden his Peopld 
i the Heathens anciently by which to imitate, Levit. 19. 28. and Deut. 144 
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Offering, but the Wood and Stones, the very Duſt, and 
the Water in the Trench about the Altar. The Peco 
ſeeing this Miracle, in Admiration and AcknowledsÞ 
1640 ment of it fell on their Faces, and own'd, that the G04 
} of Elijah was the true God. Upon this Elijah order 
them to ſecure the Prieſts of Baal, and cauſing them 
be brought to-the Brook Kiſhon, had them all put q; 
Death, | 
Elijah having thus convinc'd the People of the omni 
potent Power of the Lord, and done Execution on t 
falſe Prieſts, advis'd Ahab to eat and drink without ſe: 
of waſting his Proviſions, for there was Rain comin 
which would ſoon produce more. Then going up! 
Mount Carmel, he bid his Servant go and look towan 
the Sea; the Servant went ſeven Times, and the { 
venth he brought him back Word, that he ſaw a ve 
little Cloud riſe out of the Sea like a Man's Hand. Up 
which he bid him go to Ahab, and adviſe him to g 
ready his Chariot, and haſt home, leaſt he ſhould be t 
ken in the Rain. Ahab perceiving the Sky over: ci 
makes the beſt of his Way to Jezreel; and Elijah hu 
ing girded his Veſt about him, ran before Ahab; ut 
immediately related to Jezebel his Queen all that EA 
had done, and particularly how he had occaſion'd ti 
Death of the Prophets. This ſo inrag'd Jezebel, th 
ſhe proteſted by her Gods, Elijah ſhould not ſur 
them longer than the next Day. He hearing this, tak 
the Hint, ind withdraws out of Ahab's Dominions! 
Beerſheba in Judah; where leaving his Servant he ne 
two Days Journey into the Wilderneſs,and being wear 
he ſat down at the Foot of a Juniper-Tree, and wiſhi 
to die, he fell aſleep. He had not long ſlept, but an 4 
gel waked him, bidding him riſe and eat. Where 
awaking, he found a Cake of Bread, and a Pot of“ 
ter; of which having eaten and drank, he laid him 
down to ſleep again: But the Angel ſoon waked | 
and bid him eat again, for he had a long Journe) 
take. He did accordingly, and went thro the Streit 
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that Meat (s) forty Days and forty Nights to Horeb 
e Mount of God. There it was the Lord appeared 
him, and having by ſeveral Emblems of the Wind 
ending the Rocks, the Earthquake and the Fire, made 
im ſenſible of his Power, he diſmiſs'd him to go and 
point Hazael King of Syria, Fehu King of Iſrael, and 
Eſha to be Prophet in his own Room; afluring him he 
jd reſerv'd to himſelf ſeven thouſand Men in Jſrael, 
ho had not paid Adoration to Baal. 
Elijah on his way met Eliſha at Plough ; and as he paſſ- 
| by him, he threw his (:) Mantle upon him. Eliſha, 
o knew the Meaning of this, followed Elijah, and 
ired that he might take his Leave of his Parents. Bux 
jah giving him a ſhort Anſwer, ſaid, ** Go, return, 
kn0weſt thou what I have done to thee? Thereupon 
a turning back from him in Haſt flew two of the 
en and dreſſed them, and diſtributing them among 
People took his Leave and followed Elijah. | 
\fairs going on thus in Mrael, Aſa, King of Judah, 
ng reign'd nine and thirty Years, was very much 
emper'd both in Mind and Body; for he left off ſeek- 
to the Lord, as he uſed to do in Diſtreſs; and be- 
rery much afflicted with a Diſeaſe in his Feet (pro- 
the Gout) he never apply'd himſelf to God, but 
aided wholely in his Phyſicians; under which Diſ- 
per having languiſh'd about three Years, he died in 
one and fortieth Year of his Reign, and was buried 
5 own Sepulchre. 

thoſpaphat being five and thirty Years old, ſucceed- 
Is Father King Aſa in the Kingdom of Judah, in the 


for 


Forty, Not that it was forty Days by which Eliſha vas inſtituted the Com: 
trom Beerſheba to Mount Horeb panion and Succeſſor of Elijah. Which 
+ not above four or five Days) Ceremony was in Uſe long betore, and 
e muſt, thro' Fear of being ap- after in other Caſes; as in that of Be- 
Gd by Jexebel, who had vovied ax when he took Rath, chap. 3. ver. 9. 
un wander out of the Way; Spread thy Keſt or Mantle over thy Ser- 
mw torty Days before he ar- want and in that of Exekicl 16. 8. 1 
web, 


; ſtresi my Cloak over thee. 
late. This was the Ceremony, * I 
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fourth Year of Aab King of Iſrael. At his Entrance WM! 
the Government he fortified his Frontiers, and G 
bleſſed him, becauſe he walked in the (wv) firſt Ways 
his Father, which ſo indear d him to his People, rh") 
they brought himPreſents from allParts of his Domino 
by which he grey very rich. The firſt Expreſſions of Me 
Zeal for God's Service, were the Extirpation of thoſe WJ 
domites which remain'd in his Father Aſa's Reign, a" 
Deſtruction of the idolatrous high Places and Groves Her 
Judah, In the third Year of his Reign he ſent to ſen 
ral of his Princes, to entertain Levites and Prieſts int 
Cities of Judah; and, to eſtabliſh the true Relig 
among thein, he commanded them to take the Book 
the Law ; and teach the People throughout all Ju 
This good Work God ſo incourag d, that he ſtruck! 
neighbouring Nations with ſuch Terrour, that the 
liſtines brought Preſents of Silver to Jeheſhaphat, andi 
Arabians Flocks, in Token of Homage. Nor was he! 
potent in Arms than Wealth, for he had a ſtanding An 
of above eleven hundred thouſand Men; beſides thi 
in Garriſons. 

Whilſt good Jehoſbaphat was chu ordering the Aff 
of his Kingdom, Benhadad, King oi Hria, invades 4 
King of Hrael with a vaſt Army, and tends an inſol 
Meſſage, demanding an intire Surrender of all his Tit 
ſure, Wives and Children, Ahab at firſt was frigt 
into a poor Submiſſion, which was far from pacit) 
the arrogant Syrian; who repeating his inſolent! 
mand, Ahab took Heart, and conſulting his People, ti 
advis'd him not to conſent. Benhadad inrag d at ti 
ſwore a Reyenge, and immediately attack'd the C 


(v) Fe, Gr. In 2 Chron. 17. 3. not David ; and it is certain, 
we reads in the frſt Ways of his Father firſt Days were better than bi 
David. Bur it may be queſtion d, whe- But if we read it as here, in 
ther David be riot flipt in here, by Ways of his Father David ; ve 
the Fault of Tranſcribers, in the Place underſtand it of David's Ways, bet 
of Aſa : For in 1 Kings 22. 43- and © tranſprefied in the Caſe of 3 
m 2 Chron. 20. 32. Aſa is named, and Uriah. 
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» Winking to carry it by Storm. But God, in compaſſion 
Hal, and provok'd by the Inſults of the haughty H- 
King, ſent a Prophet to Ahab to aſſure him of Vic- 
ry. Ahab knowing he had but a ſmall Force, conſiſt- 
„g of but ſeven thouſand two hundred and thirty two 
en, and doubrful of Succeſs againſt ſo great an Ar- 
y of the Enemy, ask'd the Prophet by whom he ſhould 
in the Victory? The Prophet reply'd, By the young 
Jen, Servants to the Princes of Mrael. Ahab then num- 
ring them, found them to be two hundred thirty two 
len; who upon the Signal given fallied out of the 
ty at Noon-Day, and ſurpriz d the Syrians. The King 
Ich two and thirty Princes that aſſiſted him were drink- 
gin their Tents as ſecure of Victory; and when the 


ess of the Sally was brought him, he commanded that 
ey ſhould bring them alive before him. But they that 
ade the Sally, followed by the reſt of the little Army, 
lin ſo furiouſly with the Hrians, that they immedi- 
ey routed them, Benhadad their King with Difficulty 


caping with the Horſe. 
Ahab returning to the City loaden with the Spoils of 


Enemy, the Prophet came and warn'd him to provide 
Ar bis Defence, againſt next Year ; for then, he told 
n, the Syrians would return again: Which according- 
Tl fell out; for the Syrians, to take off the Diſgrace of 
aueir being defeated by ſo ſmall an Army of the Iſrae- 


, told their King, (w) That the Gods of the Hrae- 
& were Gods of the Hills, and they fighting them in 
e Hill-Country, they were too ſtrong for them; and 
erefore advis'd him to let them fight in the Champain 
untry, and they did not doubt of beating them. The 
ng of Syria accordingly took their Advice, and hav- 
g rais'd an Army equal in Number to that which was 
ieated the Year before, returned to fight the Maeclites 
th full Aſſurance of Victory. : 

Ahab, by the Advice of the Prophet was prepar d to 


tive the Enemy, and upon their Appearance on his 
Fron- 


*) That. See I Rings 20. 224 H 4 


Benhadad conſents, and they putting on Sackcloth, ar 
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Frontiers march'd out with a Reſolution to give the 
Battle, the Prophet having aſſur'd him of Victory. I. 
two Armies having ſtood facing each other ſeven Da 
ſucceſſively, at laſt ingag'd, and Iſrael with a Force ve 
much inferiour to the 3yrians, ſoon routed them, Killi 
upon the Spot an hundred thouſand Men; the relt {| 
ing to Aphek, got into that City, where, inſtead of Safer 
ſeven and twenty thouſand of them found their Fa 
being cruſh'd to Death by the falling down of the W: 
upon them. Benhadad, among the reft, fled to 4% 
and hid himſelf; but his Servants ſeeing no Security 
that Place from their victorious Enemy, perſuaded hi 
to let them throw themſelves at the King of 1ſrael's Fer 
for, ſaid they, the Kings of Iſrael are merciful Prince 


_— about their Necks, went and preſented themſeli 
before Ahab in that ſupplicant Poſture, and beg'd Men 
for their King and themſelves. Ahab, as overjoy'd: 
this News, melts into a Tenderneſs (which afterward 
colt him dear) and kindly inquiring after Benhadai 
Welfare, calls him his Brother. The Soldiers read! 
catch hold of this kind Expreſſion, and repeat it, ſaying 
Thy Brother Benhadad. Whereupon, Ahab bid th 
conduct their Maſter to him. Benhadad thus unexpecte 
ly preferv'd, came to Ahab, who very affectionately n 
ceives him, and takes him into his Chariot with hin 
where the overjoyed Benhadad promiſes to reſtore 1 
the Places he or his Father had taken from Ahab a 
his Predeceflors. Ahab approving of theſe Condition 
made a League with Benhadad, and ſet him at Libe 
ty. | 

Abab, making no better Uſe of this Advantage he i 
over the King of Syria, receives a ſevere Check tt 
God, who ſent a Prophet to him with this Meſlag: 
® Since thou haſt ſuffer'd the Man to eſcape, whom 1 
pointed to utter Deſtruction, thy Life ſhall go for" 
Life and thy People for his People.“ Ahab, ink! 
of humbling himſeif at the Denouncing of this he! 
Sentence, or ſhewing any penitent Sorrow for his mo 
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tir d to his Place ſullen and diſpleas'd; and ſoon after 
's to his former Guilt, by calling a greedy Eye on 
oth the Jezreelite's \ ineyard ; which, he thought, 
conveniently near his own Garden ; and otter d Na- 
any other Piece of Land, as an Equivalent for it, or 
Value of it in Money. Naboth had no Reaſon to re- 
e ſo fair a Propoſal, had it not been for the expreſs 
mmand of the {x) Law, of which Nabuth was a con- 
ntious Profeſſor, and which forbad the Children of 
eto ſell their Inheritances; which Naboth pleaded 
an Excuſe to Ahab. This Diſappointment, tho" a 
lle in it ſelf to ſo great a Prince, ſo affected Ahab, 
t in a ſudden Fit he took his Bed, and would not eat 

Victuals. Jezebel his Wife underſtanding the Cauſe 
his Diſquiet, reproaches him with Puſillanimity, who 
ga King, would not exert his Power to gratify him- 
. Then to cheer him up, ſhe bid him be merry, for ſhe 

an Expedient to put him in Poſſeſſion of the Vine- 
d. The Queen. was not long in putting her wicked 
poſe in Execution; for writing Letters in the King's 
me, and ſealing them with the Royal Signet, ſhe ſent 
m to the Elders of Jexreel, commanding them to 
claim a Faſt, and to procure two falſe Witneſſes to de- 
en that Naboth blaſphemed God and the King, and to 
e him to Death. This was accordingly executed, 
| that there might be none to lay claim to Naboth's 
teritance, they ſtoned his (y) Sons. Upon this Ahab 
es Poſſeſſion of Naboth's Vineyard; but immediately 
ie the Prophet Elijah by God's expreſs Command, 
declare, that ſince he had in ſo wicked a Manner 
d Naboth and ſeized his Vineyard, in the ſame Place 
tre Dogs had licked Naboth's Blood, ſhould Dogs 
| 8 of Ahab; and that he and his Race ſhould 


{ab terrified with this dreadful, but juſt Doom, 
this Cloths, and putting on Sackcloth, humbled h 2 
| el 


| Law, See Levit, 25. 23. and Numb. 36. 7, & 
bun. See 2 Kings 5. 455 . 
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ſelf before the Lord who in reſpe& to his Repertah 
told Elijah, that the Evils he had threatned ro : 
Houſe ſhould not happen during his Reign, but in He 
Son's And that Jezebel, the wicked Contriver of tir 
Miſchief might not go unpuniſh'd, the Prophet vill < 
nounc'd her Sentence, which was, That Dogs ſh 
eat her by the Wall of Jexreel. Pr. 

Ahab's Humiliation might probably be the InduWh 
ment to cauſe Jehoſbaphat, King of Judah, to makeWh 
League with Ahab; which was ſoon after ſtrengthened! 
an Alliance between the two Families, for Jeheſhapl 
(z) married his Son and Heir to Ahab's Daughter. Th 
unhappy League and Alliance ſoon after occaſion'd 
Interview between the two Kings, Fehoſhaphat going 
Samaria to viſit Ahab, who entertains him and | 
Friends very ſplendidly ; and, improvirg this Oppon 
nity to the beſt Advantage, invites Jehſpaphat to 
with him to the Siege of Ramoth-Gilead, then in Poſt 
ſion of the Sjrians, Jh ſbaphat unwarily -conſented,; 
promiſes to aſſiſt him; but recollecting himſelf, he wi 
not undertake any Thing in this Affair, without the! 
probation of the Lord. Ahab thereypon aflembled | 
Prophets, (Prophets of the Groves) and put the Quel 
to them; who unanimouſly aniwer'd, © Go up, fort 
Lord will deliver the Place into thy Hands.“ Fehiſba 
not ſatisfy d with what theſe falſe Prophets reported 
ed Ahab, if there were not a Prophet of the Lord nt 
that they might inquire by him ? Ahab told him tht 
was one, but that he never propheſied good of him! 
Jehoſhaphat deſiring to have him produced, Ahab un 
ling to diſoblige him, ſent for the Prophet Micajab; v 
charging Ahab's Prophets with Falſhood, foretold i 
the Enterprize would be fatal to 1ſrael, and advis dt 
two Kings to deſiſt. Ahab refuſing to give Credit to! 
cajah's Words, order'd him to be ſecur d in Priſon til 
Return, and being reſolv'd to give the Syrians Bai 


(=) Married. See 2 Chron. 21. 6. and 2 Kings 8, 18. 
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M marches toward them. Tho' Jehoſhaphat had heard 
that paſled, and could not but know Micajah to be a 
Prophet, yet having ingaged himſelf with Ahab, he 
re him Company to Ram th Gilead. And now bei: g 
Sight of the Enemy, Ahab began to cool, and recol- 
ting Micajah's Prophecy, he thought to fruftrate it by 
project of his own; for diſguiſing himſelf, he fought 


du his Chariot like one of his Captains, but he adviſed 
ke Wo/paphat to fight in his Robes. The King of «ria 
el Wd commanded his Officers to make all their Efforts 
Dar inſt the King of 1rael, who being diſguiſed, the Syrian 


ficers not knowing him, took Jehoſpaphat for him, and 
efled him very hard; but perceiving it was not Ahab, 
ey left him. Jehoſhaphat eſcaped this Time; but Ahab's 
ltick Expedient did him no Service, for he was mor- 
ly wounded by a random Arrow: Notwithſtanding 
ich, the Action growing hotter, he was held up in his 
ariot to incourage his Soldiers; but about Sun- ſet he 
d, and the Retreat was ſounded. Ahab thus dead was 
prey'd to Samaria, and buried there: But that the 
ophecy of Elijah might not go unfulfilled, his Chariot 
ing ſtained by the Flux of Blood from his Wound, it 
5 waſhed in the Pool of Samaria, where the Dogs 
ked up his Blood, as had been foretold. 

As for Jehoſhaphat, tho' he eſcaped without Hurt in 
Battle, yet the Lord was angry with him, and ſent 
Prophet Jehu to meet him upon his return to Feru- 
n, and chiqe him for aſſiſting the Enemies of the 
rd: But, not to dejeR him too much, told him he was 
eptable to God, becauſe he had taken away the Ido- 
rous Groves, and prepared his Heart to ſerve him. 
is gentle Reproof had ſo good an Effect upon pious 
hoſhaphat, that he purged his Kingdom throughout, 
lelt going in Perſon from Beerſheba to Mount Ephraim, 
brought the People back to the Worſhip of the Lord. 
ter this he ſettled the Legiſlature of his Kingdom, and 
ueing all Matters, publick and private, under an exact 
*onomy, he told them, that if they did their Duty, the 
rd would be with them. Which * 
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Found experimentally true; for the Moabites and Am 
nites with their Confederates came with a vaſt Ar 
and invaded Judah, which put Jeheſhaphat into a on 
Fright. This pious Prince diſtruſting his own Streng 
immediately applies himſelf to God; and proclaiming 
Faſt, the People aſſembled all the Cities of Judah to 
ruſalem, to ask Help. Then Fehoſhaphat in the NameW ! 
all the People addreſſed himſelf in(a) Prayer to the Log 
ſtanding before the Congregation in the Temple. | 
whom God was pleaſed by his Servant Jehaziel, the l 
vite, to give a gracious Anſwer, and allure them of $y 
ceſs the next Day. Upon which, the whole Congreg 
tion having worſhipped the Lord, and the Levites prail 
him with a loud Voice, they marched out early the ne 
Morning to the Wilderneſs of Tekoa ; where making 
Halt, Jehoſhaphat in a ſhort, but pathetick Speech, pit 


ſes them to the Service of the Lord, aſſuring them tha {Wok 
they would believe him and his Prophets, they ſhouer: 
proſper. Then the King appointed Singers, who wereWar 
march at the Head of the Army, and to ſing, * Praiſe i 
* Lord, for his Mercy endureth for ever. This Chico! 
was to be the Signal; for as they began to ſing, it pen. 
ſed the Lord ſo toconfound and infatuate the Ambuſcau . 
of the Enemy, that they fell upon one another throuM t! 
Miſtake, the Ammonites, Moabites, and People of Moi a 

a 


Seir, killing and deſtroying thoſe that oppoſed them, u 
afterwards themſelves. So that here was a Victory gait 
ed without Judah's drawing a Sword; for when J 
phat came with his Army where the Enemy lay, he fou 
nothing but dead Bodies; and the Spoil was ſo grel 
that it was more than they could carry off. Three Din 
they were in gathering it, and on the fourth, meeting 
the Valley, they gave thanks to God for this Dei 
rance. From which Act the Place was called the Jui 
Bleſſing. | 
Jehoſhaphat enters Feruſalem in Triumph with his" 


[20 
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5 of Joy by his People, who ſee the Hand of God 
arent in this Defeat of their Enemies; which indeed 
g ſo manifeſt, it ſtruck ſuch Terror into the neigh- 
ring Nations, that Jehoſhaphat injoyed an uninter- 
ted Peace all the reſt of his Reign. 
ſhab being dead, his Son Ahaxziah ſucceeded him, 
inherited all his Father's Vices, as well as his King- 
„ With this wicked Prince good Jehoſbaphat is drawn 


) Confederacy ; they agreeing to fit out a Fleet be- 
e them to fetch Gold from Ophir. But God not ap- 
rng of this Enterprize, it came to nothing; for the 


s were loſt in the Harbour. A4haziah in the ſecond 
rof his Reign received a Hurt by a Fall through a 
atteſs in his upper Room; whereupon he ſent Meſ- 
ers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the God of Ekron, 


prefiiher he ſhould recover of his Hurt, or not. This ſo 
naked the. Lord that be ſent Elijah to meet the Meſ- 
10ers, and ſaid to them, © Is there no God in Jſrael, 


ar you go to conſult (c) Baal-zebub, the God of 


cover of this Diſtemper, but ſhall ſurely die.” The 
ſengers go no further, but return with that Account 
{haziah, who, by the Deſcription they gave of the 
they met, knew it muſt be Elijah. Whereupon he 
atches away a Captain with fifty Men to fetch Elijah. 
Captain approaching him, who ſat on the Top of a 


1, a0 

gi {aid to him, Man of God come down.” 'To whom 
e anſwered, © If I am a Man of God, let Fire come 
fou em Heaven, and deltroy thee and thy fift Men.” 
orel ediately Fire fell from Heaven, and — — the 
Da ain and his Men. The ſame happened to another 
ing! Captain 
eln 


Latteſs. That is, throvgh the lat- = and Abaxiab fell through 
t chequer'd Window of the Bat= It. 
t: For in, Paleſtine the upper (e) Baal-zebnb, He is called the God 


15 V1 der Was the Root ot the Huuſe, of Flies, becauſe he was wont to be in- 
xplf they uſed to walk, ſup, and ſleep. v-ked by the People of Ekron to drive 
* | 13 being built round With 2 Bat - away the Flies, with which that Country 


„ as the Law requird, Deat. 22. was much infeſted, being very hot ang 


prevent any one's talling, ir muſt moiſt, and near dea. 
pled chat chis cheque r d Window . 8 2 "wy 


bon? Tell your Maſter, the Lord ſaith he ſhall not 
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Captain and fifty Men: But the third Captain, dre, 
the Fate of his Fellows, came trembling over their Af 
and paying a moſt profound Reſpe& to the Prophet, 
ged his Lite and his Soldiers. Whilſt the Captain wa 
terceding for himſelf and his People, the Lord hints 
Elijah to go with the Captain to Ahaziab, and fear; 
To whom he delivered this Meſſage: Thus faith 
Lord, Since thou haſt ſent Meſſengers to inquir 
* Baalzebnb, as if there were no God in Mrael, thou 
* not come don from off that Bed on which thoy 
" eſt, but ſhalt ſurely die.” Which ſoon happen'd; 
he died in the Beginning of the ſecond Year of his Re 
and was ſucceeded by his Brother Fehoram. 

And now the Time being nigh at Hand that E 
was to be tranſlated to Heaven, he went to Gilgal, 
ing Eliſha, who was to be his Succeſſor in the prophe 
Office, with him: From thence they went to 5 
from Bethel to (d) Jericho, and from Jericho to the 
dan. In the two firſt Places Elijah would have 
Eliſha behind him; but he would not be (e) ſhake 
When they were come to the River's Side, Elija} 
his Mantle divided the Waters, ſo that they both p 
over dry-ſhod. Then Elijah asking Eliſha whit 
ſhould do for him before he parted from him; he de 
H a double Portion of his Spirit to be diſpenſed on 


Elijah told him he asked a difficult Thing; but - 
ſh 


(d) Jericho. This City was rebuilt (f) Domble. Eliſha is here d 
by fiel the Bethlehite, who, according to have alluded to the Law u 
to the Word of the Lord, which a- xitances among che Jews, Dent. 1 
bove five hundred Years betore he ſpake by which he, who in Right ct! 
by Jdhna the Son of Nan, Foſhua 6. genie, ſucceeded to the Fache 
26. laid the Foundation of it in 4. Government of the Family, 10, 
biram his firſl- born, and ſer up the Gates double Part or Portion of the 9 
thereot in his younger Son Segab, or Eſtate. And therefore ſince - 
1 Kings 16. 34. been pleaſed to adopt him «2 

(e) Shaken, &c. The total Silence of ja#'s Succeſſor in the HD | 
any Buſineſs Elijah had at Bethel and ſtry, he craved the Privilege © 
Jericho, may make Way for a Conjec= mogeniture, 2 double Portion 
ture, that Elijah knowing Eliſha was Spirit with which Elijah had 1 
to be his Succeflor, took theſe Journeys dued. 
try his Zeal, Faich and Conſtancy. 


Elij 


I. KINGS CHAP. II. 


jah is carried to Heaven in a fiery chariot. 
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id be granted him, provided he could (g) ſee him 
n he ſhould be taken from him, otherwiſe not. V liuſt 
were thus talking, there appeared a Chariot of Fue, 
fhery Horſes, which parting them aſunder, Elijah 
carried up to Heaven in a Whirlwind. Eliſha, ti let 
þ know he ſaw this, cried after him, My Father, 
iv Father.” After which rending his Cloths to ex- 
his Sorrow, he took up Elijab's Mantle, which fell 
him as he aſcended, and with it dividing the Wa- 
of the Jordan, as Elijah had done before, he paſſ- 
ver. 
ha is ſoon recognized as Elijab's Succeſſor by the 
of the Prophets, who ſaid one to another upon the 
cle of dividing the Water, The Spirit of Elijah 
th reſt upon Eliſha.” And when they came near 
they paid him the ſame Reſpe& they had done to 
. After this he went to Jeri ho; where the In- 
ants complaining that their Water was unwholſome, 
heir Land barren, he remedied both. Going from 
to Bethel, a Company of little Children ſcoffing at, 
nocking his venerable Head, cried, Go up, thou 
d-head ; Go up, thou Bald-Head.” The Pro- 
reſenting this Indignity offered to his Character, 
d them in the Name of the Lord: Upon which 
Vars ruſhed out of the Wood upon the Children, 
killed two and forty of them. From hence E- 
vent by the Way of Mount Carmel to Samaria ; 
God ſoon gave him an Opportunity of exerting 
ophetick Office in a miraculous Manner. 


/ 


Fehoram 


im. Implying that there muſt for ought that appears, was then the 
wal Vigilance in him that ex- chief Seat of tdolarry in Iſrael, where 
'eccive a ſpiritual Bleſſing. Jerob cam had fer up one t his Calves, 
| ed. It is not to be ſuppoſed 1 Kings 12. 28, 29.) to deride and 
*rere a Judgment had been in- mock him as a Prophet ot the Lords 
don theſe little Children, had who was zealous againſt their Id latry + 
king proceeded only trom And the Incignity offered to him in his 
. Ic is theretore reaſonable prophetick Capacity reflecting on the 
pry that the, Prophet was ſenſi- Lord, who ſent him, was theretore tho 
Midren had been incouraged more exemplarily puniſhed, that others 


Wolatrous Parents, or others migh „ aud 
| echt fear, an learn to beware. 
ace, (tor Bethel had been, and, Z 
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eroboam being advanced to the Throne of In 
the Death of his Brother Ahaziah, was not altos: 
ſo bad as his Father and Brother; for he removed 
I dols of Baal, but continued to imitate the (i) Impi 
of Feroboam. However he begun his Reign with : 
War upon the Moabites ; the Occaſion of which was! 
The Moabites, from the Time that David (&) conqu 
them, had continued Tributaries to Yael till 4 
Death: Upon which they refuſed to pay their(/) Tri 
to his Son Ahaziah, who having but a ſhort and ( 
Reign, had not reduced them. Jehoram makes Den 
of the Tribute, of M:ſha, King of Moab, who refuſin 
ſtand to the ancient Contract, Jehoram reſolves toc 
pel him by Force; and raiſing an Army, he ſends u 
hoſhaphat, King of Judah, to aſſiſt him in the Reco 
of his Right. Jehaſbaphat readily conſents, and 
their joint Eorces they marched through the Wilde 
of Edom, and took the () King of Edom with t 
Theſethree Kings taking a large Compaſs, to come! 
the Rear of the Enemy, and furprize them, it took: 
up ſeven Days Time; in which, they being got it 
ſcorching hot Deſert, Water grew ſcarce with t 
and they were all ready to periſh, Jeroboam concl 
they muſt all die with Thirſt, or fall into the En: 
Hands: But good Jehoſpaphat's Piety found out a Rt 
dy to prevent both ; for taking the two Kings with! 
he went to the Prophet Eliſha, who was angry i! 
Sight of Fehoram, and reproached him with the Ida 
of his Parents; but for the Sake of Fehoſhaphat, 


i) Impieties. In worſhipping the 00 Conquer d. See 2 San. 8. 


) Tribute. This was an hun 


geld Calves ſet up by Jeroboam, and 
compelling the People to do the fame ; 
leaſt, if the People ſhould go up to 
Fersſalem to worſhip the true Cod in the 
Temple there, they ſhould revolt to the 
King of Judab. This was Feroboam's 
falſe and wicked Policy, and continu- 
ed by his Succeſſors, till at laſt, tor 
their Blindneſs and Obſtinacy, they were 


Ill cut off, 


ſand Nr and as many Rams 
Wool, 2 Kings 3. 4. 

(m) Ks Though he 1s 
King here, 2 Kings 3. 9. be w 
but a Viceroy to 1 
22. 47. For Edom had been 
to Fadah ever ſince King Dan 
them, 2 Sam. 8. 14. and tot l 


gitey this continued ſo, 
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Moab deſtroyed. 
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Lord gave them (#) Inſtructions to procure Water, and 
the ſame Time promiſed them Victory over the Moabites. 
The next Morning Water came on a ſudden by the Way 
Edom; and the Maoabites, who, upon the Invaſion of 
e three Kings had muſter d up all their Force to oppoſe 
hem, ſeeing the Water like Blood, ( for ſo God had diſ- 
oled it,) and in a Place where they knew there never 
ſed to be Water, concluded that the three Kings had 
uarrelled, and their Armies had engaged, fell to plunder 
cir Camp; but were ſo warmly receiv'd by the I, 
elites, that they not only killed many upon the Spot, 
t purſued them to their own Country, Td their 
ified Places, choaked up their Springs, and ravaged 
here-ever they came. The King of Adoab fled to his 
ppital City Kirharaſeh, where the Confederate. Armies 
ſieged him, and employed all their Engines againſt it, 
tcould not beat down the Wall. However, the Kin 
Moab, hopeleſs of maintaining the Place againſt 15 
at a Force, chooſing ſeven hundred brave Men, made 
deſperate Sally, intending to break through the King of 
ms Quarters : But being repulſed, he was forced to 
reat to the City; where, in an Act of Deſpairand Re- 
lution to diſpute it to the laſt, he (o) ſacrificed his (p) 
leſt Son upon the Wall of the City in Sight of the A 
titiſh Army, who being ſtruck with Horror at ſo bar- 
ous an Action, returned to their own Country. 
Eliſha, having left the three Kings, returned to Sama» 
where a certain Widow, Relict of one of the Sons 
the Prophets, complaining to him that her Husband 
d left her poor, and that having nothing to ſatisfy his 
hz] -. D:bts, 


) InfraFions. See 2 Kings 13. Son that che King of Moab thus facri- 
to, hced, but the Son and Heir of the 

Sacyficed, Suppoſing thereby King of Edom, whom he had taken 
uy his offended Gods, that he in tae late Sally. But it ſeems more 
it have better Succeſs after- probable that it was his own Son, 
"1 and that mentioned in- Amos, of his 


Eudeſt. Some think ( particu= burning ot the Bones of the King of 
Tenellius and Junius in the An- Edom 10to Lime, related to ome o- 
as on Ames 1. 16. in the Exg- ther Fact and Time. 

& 1. ) chat it was not luis own 
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Debts, the Creditors came to take her two Sons, ad 
make Slaves of them. Eliſha asked her, whether ſhe hu 
any Thing leftin her Houſes She anſwered, Only a line 
Oil. Eliſha bid her borrow what empty Veſſels ſhe cou 

of her Neighbours, and take them Home with her; tha 
to ſhut her ſelf up with her two Sons, and from her li. 

tle, but multiplicd Store, to pour into the Veſſels till th 
were full. The Widow obeyed, and the Oil increaſt 
till ſhe had filled all the Veſſels. Then with Tears d 
Joy returning to her Benefactor, ſhe relates the Succeß 
who adviſed her to {ell ſo many as would pay her Deb 

and to maintain her ſelf and Family with the reſt, 

This Miracle is ſucceeded by another. Eliſha being he 
ſpitably entertain'd at a wealthy Shunamites Hout 
and pleaſed with the kind Treatment and Accommodt: 
ons from his civil Hoſt, ſent his Servant Gehaxi 
the Shunamites Wife, to acquaint her he would gl 
make her a grateful Amends for her Civility, and if f 
had any Requeſt to the King or the General, he wor 
deliver it for her. She told Gehai, that ſhe lived lovin 
ly with her Neighbours, and had no Occaſion to cor 
lain, or ſeek Redreſs for any Thing. Gehaxi delive 
— Anſwer to his Maſter, who asked him, what he ſhoul 
do for her? Gehaz4 replied, « She hath no Child, 2 
ce her Husband is old. Then ſending for her, he fat 
« About this Seaſon, according to the Courſe of Lit 
c thou ſhalt have a Son. She at firſt diſtruſted the Pr 
phet ; but ſoon after ſhe found her ſelf with Child. Wh 
this Child was grown up, ſo that he could run abo 
he was taken ſick in the Field as he was with his Father! 
mong the Reapers; and being carried home by a Servat 
he expir d in his Mother's Arms. The afflicted Moth 
thus bereft of her only Child, carried him up tot 
Chamber where Eliſha uſed to lodge, and laid hin upt 
the Bed; then with impatient Haſte and Grief ſhe hum 
away to Carmel, where the Prophet was, who {ci 
her at a Diſtance coming in great Haſte and Diſorde", " 
ſooner heard her ſpeak, but apprehended the Cauſe ct i 
Coming, and ſent away Gehaz4 with his own Staft 
4 | 
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The Shunammites ſon raiſed to life. 
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en has eyed and Jus, hands upon Ht hands. 
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gering him to lay it upon the Face of the Child. But 
the impatient Mother having tod him the Occaſion of 
ger Coming, would not leave him, but importunes him 
p go home with her. Elba conſents ; and going into 
the Chamber where the dead Child was, he prayed to 
the Lord, and the Child came to Life, whom he deliver'd 
p his over-joyed Mother: At which ſhe fell down at the 
ropher's Feet, and bow ing her ſelf with Reverence to that 
Divine Power by which ſo great a Miracle was wrought, 
bok up her Child, and the Prophet took his Leave of 
er, and went for Gilgal, where at that Time there hap- 
en'd to be a great Dearth. He ordered his Servant to 
drepare ſome Pottage for his Diſciples, who were many 
Number; and one going into the Field, thro' Miſtake, 
bſtcad of wholeſome Herbs, gathered his Lap full of a 
viſonous Plant, called Collequintida ; and ſhredding them 
pto the Pot, they no ſooner taſted of the Pottage, bur 
hey cried out to Eliſla that it was Poiſon. The Prophet 
ls for ome Meal to be put into the Pot; upon which 
be Pottage became wholeſome and palatable, and they 
d all eat without any Harm. During his Stay here in 


undred Men with twenty Loaves of Barley, and had to 
are, Theſe Miracles incourag'd the young Prophets to 
dreſs themſelves to Eliſha to have their Habitation in- 
Irged, which they complained was too ſcanty for them; 
d therefore they deſired Leave of him that they might 
oto Jordan to firch Timber, and that he would accom- 
ny them. He went with them; and as they were fel- 
np Trees, one of them 1 his Ax into the River, 
kd acquainting Eſha with the Loſs, and ſhewing him 
here 1t dropped in, the Ax floated upon the Water, and 
e Man took it up. | 
Elſbareturning to Samaria, a freſi Opportunity was offer- 
Wot ſhew ing the miraculous Power with which God had 
v:!ted him; for Vaaman, the King of - yria's General, a 
ln famous for Exploits in War, and in great Eſteem with 
5 Maſter, being leprous, was adviſed by his Friends to get 
ttersof Recommendation from the King of Syriato the 
12 Fe 


e College of the Prophets, Eliſha miraculouſly fed an 
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Contempt, and went away in a Rage: But upon ben 
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King of Iſrael, to procure a Remedy from the Proph 
Eliſha. His Maſter conſents ; and the General, taking 
noble Preſent with him, ſets forward for Samaria; 1 
having delivered the Letter to the King of /ſrael, the Kin 
ſuſpecting it a Deſign to quarrel with him, cried oy 
« Am Ja God, to kill and make alive, that this Man da 
& ſend to me to recover a Man of his Leproſy? Ney 
of this ſoon reached Eliſha s Ear, who ſent this Meſſy 
to the King, . Let the Leper come to me, and he ſj 
& know / that there is a Prophet in /rael.”” The King n 
ferring Naaman to the Prophet, with all his ſtately Equ 
page he went to £liſha's Houſe ; who without Ceremon 
ſends his Servant to him, and bid him go and waſh hin 
ſelf ſeven times in the Jordan, and his Fleſh ſhould co 
again. The haughty Syrian, who expected great Form 
lities from the Prophet, and that by ſome perſonal Ad. 
would have performed the Cure, began to ſtorm ati 


Advice he obeyed the Prophet's Direction, and hay 
dipped him elf in the Jordan ſeven times, his Fleſh ca 
again like that of a young Child. Then returning! 
Eliſha, he acknowledged there was no God in ali 
Earth but the God of //rael, and importunately preſ 
Eliſha to receive a Preſent from him, which the Pio 
refuſed. MNaaman, in a grateful Senſe of the Benefit! 
had received, proteſted he would never offer Sacrifict! 
any but the God of Mrael, and begged two Mules Bu 
den of (q) Earth to carry home with him; and rode 
cate any Offence that might ariſe from his wa'ting ont 
King his Maſter, when he went to worſhip in the Ta 
le of Rimmon, the God of the Syrians, he, addrell 
imſelf to the Prophet, faid, “ (r) The Lord pardonti 

| c Servi 


2 Earth. With which, it is ſup- (r) The Lord. Various are the? 
poſed, he intended to build an Altar; nions of Interpreters and Comm 
zealouſly, but ignorantly, thinking rators on this Text, 2 Kings i! 
either that there was ſome inherenr ſome imputing Hypocriſy to N 
Sanity in the Earth of thax Coun- ia this Act, others — bim. 
try, or that the God of Iſrael would is moſt certain that all Marne 
not be acrificed to upon any other Adoration was forbidden db 
— 


EG dan be Earth of Hat. 
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| Servant, that when my Maſter gocth into the Houſe of 
Eimmon, and he leaning on my Hand, I bow my ſelf 
in the Houſe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy Servant 
in this Thing.” Fo this the Prophet gave him no other 
Inſwer, but, Go in Peace.“ 
Eliſha having thus diſmiſſed the Syrian General, Ge. 
i thinking it unreaſonable that ſo potent and wealthy a 
erſon ſhould go off without paying any Thing for ſo 
Feat a Benefit, reſolves to get ſomething for himſelf 
ough his Maſter Eliſba had refuſed the Preſents: There- 
re unknown to any Body, as he thought, he followed 
aaman, and ſoon over-took him; who knowing him to 
the Propher's Servant, in reſpect to his Maſter lighted 
om his Chariot, and demanded his Buſineſs. Gehazs 
ging a Meſſage in his Mafter's Name, deſired a Talent 
f Silver, and two Changes of Garments, for two Sons 
the Prophets, that were come to viſit him. Nauman 
gd of an Opportunity of obliging the Prophet Eliſhay 
relſed Gehaxi to take two Talents of Silver beſides the 
aments, and ſends them with him by two of his Ser- 
ants, whom Gehazs diſmiſſed before they came to the 
Puſe, and hid the Money and Garments. But his Ma- 
er by Inſpiration knowing where he had been, and what 
had done, taxes him with it, and reproaches him 
ich Falſhood ; then for his Puniſhment he told him, that 
| Naamas's 


"er to Idols, without any Excep- 
2 ar Reſervation ; but Strangers 
e not under that Obligation. 
me very inadvertently from Elſha's 
wer thfer an Allowance or Con- 
ance at this idolatrous Adoration 
Naaman's, by ſaying, Go in Peace, 
uch was no more than a Valedi- 
Ion _—_ the Iſraelites.) Others, 
ing the Verſion, read, When my 
fer went, Cc. tor When my Ma- 
geeth, Ec, would make the Senſe 
ine Words to imply a craving Par- 
n tor a ſinful Practice in Times 
„ not a Licence to continue in it 
ue Time to come. Others again, 
N alOwing any to halt ;berween 
opinions, are inquiſitous to know 


why Eliſha did not admoniſh Naa- 
man of this Sin, which he acknow- 
ledged. To which take the Anſwer 
of Peter Martyr, and others on him; 
I. Naaman was but in the Infancy of 
his Converſion, and it might have 
been inexpedient, if not dangerous, 
to — the ſmoaking Flax cf 
his good Diſpoſition towards the true 
Worſhip; for Admonitions ought to 
be tim'd to the Weak. 2. The Pro- 
phet had no Need of reproving Naa» 
man, becauſe he was conſcious ot his 
Sin: Wherefore be did not ſo much 
want to be inſtructed as to be che - 
riſhed and ſtrengthened by che Help 
ot God. - g 


13 
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Naemar's Leproſy ſhould continue upon: him and uſp; 
Poſtcriry. Gehazi was immediately ſtruck with it, and 
withdrcw from his Maſter's Preſence a Leper as white ii 
Snow. 
At this Time War was declared between the two King 
of Syria and Iſrael; and the King of ria conſulting 
with his Officers where to lay an Auen for th; 
King of Iſrael, and having pitched upon the Place, Eli 
gave Notice of it to the King of /ſrael, who ſent ſuff 
cient Force to ſecure it. The King of ria ſuſpeCting 
himſelf to be betrayed by his Officers, taxed them wit 
it; but (5s) one of them told him it could be no Bod 
but Eliſha, who had diſcovered all the Secrets that wer 
talked of in his Council. Whereupon inquiring Where! 
might be found, he ſent a Party to ſeize him at Doths 
a little City near Samaria. Eliſha, having Notice of the 
Approach by his Servant, who in a great Fright c 
and told him, bid him not fear, for he had 4 bett 
Army to defend him than thoſe that came to attack hin 
and praying to the Lord, the young Man's Eyes ve 
open'd, and he ſaw the Mountains covered with Hatt 
and Chariots of Fire round about his Maſter. The! 
rians coming near to ſeize Eliſha, he praying again, ti 
Lord ſtruck them with Blindneſs; and he telling tha 
they were out of the Way, if they would follow hin 
he would ſhew them che Man they looked for; ups 
which he led them into the Midſt of Samaria. The Kin 
of {ſrael having ſo great a Party of the Enemy in his Pos 
er, would have put them to the Sword; but Eliſha wol 
not allow of it, adviſing him to treat them kind) 
and give them Liberty, which he did. This Elſhud 
to create a good Opinion in the King of Syria fort 
generous Uſage of his Subjects, when they were at 
Iſraelites Mercy. 
This Generolity of the Maelites procured no | 
Pex 


(% One, Se, Probably one that heſaw wrcught on the Generel 
had been at Samara w1t Naaman, turther Knov ledge of the Pov 
and who might there, by the Miracle CZiiſha in other Thivges 
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1 ueace ; for ſoon after Benhadad, King of ria, having 
adWhnuſter'd up a vaſt Army, laid cloſe Siege to Yamaria, and 
te ¶ educed the City to ſuch Diſtreſs by Famine, that an 

K's Head was fold for fourſcore Pieces of (t) Silver, and 
ing) three Quarters of a Pint of (v Pulſe tor five. Theſe 


Ctino t) Silver, Reckoning theſe Pieces 
(Silver, or Shekels, actitteen Peace 
piece, they came ro five Pounds 
terling. 


0 Three, &c. This was the leaſt 
leafure for dry Things, and was 
led Cab, mentioned only in 2 Kin. 
v. 25. 


(m) Palſe. All Tranſlators have 
en manifeſtly, miſtaken in rendring 
e Hebrew Word Chirjonim or Dilje- 
in by that of Dove's Dung, 2 Kin. 6. 
25, and Interpreters have invent- 
| ſeveral ridiculous Conjectures to 
plain how the Famine could have 
en ſo great in Samaria when Ben- 
add belieged it, that the Inhabi- 
its thereof ſhould be reduced to 
uct Extremity, as to be obliged to 
ly fo ſmall a Meaſure of ic tor ſa 
eat a price. Some think they were 
ted to make Uſe of it for Food, 
ugh there is not the leaſt Nou- 
hment in Dove's Dung. Others 
magined the Samaritans made Uſe 
{1t for Fire, not being able to go 
mibout the Town for Wood, Bur 
Wo can imagine that there could 
ave been enough of this Matter tor 
at purpoſe in Samaria, ſince by all 
Appearance it did not contain many 
vove-Houſes, it being the Place of 
ehdence tor their Kings? There are 
ers who are of Opinion that ĩt ſer- 
them ro dung and fatten the 
lelds and Gardens of Samaria, to 
vide againſt the Famine the Year 
mowing, But how can it be thought 
ut there could be many Fields with- 
| that City, or that thoſe who had 
pme Grain remaining to live upon, 
ws think ot ſowing it in ſuch a 


5 Poy 
woll 
cind)) 
;ſhad 
fort) 
> at 


0 lo | 
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darcity? Some think that it ſerved 
Y dem for Salt: But it they muſt have 
er ed their Salt to Excrements, why 
Fows 


Sorts 


might they not have extracted ie from 
Urine, which would have turaiſhed 
them with a greater Quantity, and 
at a leſs Charge? Behdes it is not 
very probable that they could have 
been very much concern'd for Salt in 
ſuch a great Famine, ſince it ſerves 
rather to give a Reliſh to what we 
eat, than to nouriſh us. The Tak- 
mudiſis have tancied to have avoided 
all cheſe Difficulties by tranſlating the 
Term of the Original by Crop of 
Doves, and have athrmed that they 
kept many Doves at Samaria to bring 
them Proviſions from the Country, 
by diſgorging the Grain which they 
had picked up, and which their Ma- 
ſters ſold at a dear Rate. But it is 
ſufficient to name the Talmud to re- 
fute the Fables it relates: Who can 
imagine that ſo great a Number of 
Doves, as was neceſſary for ſuch a 
Purpoſe, could have been fuffer'd to 
live in a City ſo pinched with Fa- 
mine? Or that the Doves could have 
been ſo docile as to bring to their 
Maſters what they had ranged for ? 
Or indeed that they could have tound 
Nouriſhmentin a Country which was 
in a Manner covered with the Ene- 
my, who had altogether torraged 
and laid it waſte? Nor to mention 
that the Word in the Original cannot 
admit of this Signihcation, Juuius, 
and others, think they have tound a 
Remedy tor all theſe Iaconveniences 
by tranſlating the Hebrew Word by 
that of the Belly or Intrailsot Doves : 
But their Proots are fo ſolidly retu- 
ted by Bochart, that every 2 
Perſon muſt be of his Mind. He ob- 
ſerves that the Arabian give the 
Name ot Dove's- Dung or Sparrew's- 
Dung to two ſeveral Things: The 
tirſt is a kind of Moſs that grows 
on Trees or ſtony Ground, which 
reſembles a Kind of Peaſe, to which 
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Sorts of Proviſions were above the Reach of the Poy 
who were driven to theutmoſt Extremity, for (x) M 
thers did eat their own Children; which the King her 
ing, it ſo affected him that he rent his Cloths, andi 
great Rage ſwore to take off Eliſha's Head, as the Ca 
of this Calamity. Eſha had Notice of the King's Dll 
ſign againſt his Life by Divine Revelation, and told 
N where he was, that a Meſſenger was comingt 
diſpatch him, and that the King was at his Heels. Will 
Eliſha was telling his Friends that this Calamity was n 
accidental, but a Judgment from God for their Sins, t 
King came in, and hearing him ſay ſo, replied, „ Ifth 
cc Eyvilbe from the Lord, why ſhould I wait for the L 
* any longer?” Eliſha not able any longer to con 
himſelf, cried out, Hear the Word of the Lord: Thy 
te faith the Lord, To-morrow at this Time ſhall a (j 
«« Meaſure of fine Flower be fold for a Shekel, andi 
« Meaſures of Barley for the ſame Price.“ A certain L 
that waited onthe King hearing this, and conſideringt 
preſent Scarcity, looking upon it as an Impoſſbility, f 
in Deriſion, „If it ſhould rain Corn, could this Thu 
& be done?” This Incredulity and Contempt provols 
the Prophet to give him this ſhort Anſwer, „ Th 
6 ſhalt live to ſee this, but ſhalt not eat thereof.” Ti 
Impoſhbility, which was beyond the Comprehenſion! 
human Underſtanding, was ſoon made clear by the{ 


and inviſible Power of God, who in a miraculous Mn 
vert We u 

wn 

= ty < 

dſo 


thoſe of Racea, upon the River E#- they conſtantly fry this Kind ofPu 


phrates, give this Name. They alſo 

ive the Name of Dove's or Sparrow's- 

ung to 2 Sort of Peaſe or Pulſe 
Which was common in Fadea, as 
may be ſeen, 2 Sam, 17, 28. where 
the Gileadites and the Ammonites in 
the Preſent which they brought to 
David had parched Pulſe, as St. Ferom 
has very well render'd ir. Whence the 
famous City of Emeſns, on the Fron- 
tiers of Judea, icems to have taken 
its Name. Travellersdo further ob- 
ſerve that they have Magazines in 
Grand Cairo and Damaſcus, where 


of which thoſe who go in Pilgrind 
to Meccha, make Proviſion fo! 
Journey. 

(x) Mothers. This was one of n 
— Moſes had long 

re told the Iſraelites ſhould fall A 
on them, Dent. 28. 53. it bey Ga 
led againſt the Lord. 1 

(y ) Meaſnre. This is thous 
contain a Gallon and a balt df 
Quarts. It is particularly called 
and by the Ian Interpreters © Law, 
monly render d Modins, 2 N 
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Wrified what he ſpoke by his Prophet. At this Time 
ere were four Lepers that fat at the Entrance of the 
ity, being by the Law (z) forbid to be in the City, 
"Wt they ſhould infect others. Theſe poor Creatures con- 
auWMrting what Meaſures to take in this miſerable Condition, 
Diſncluded that if they went into ithe City they muſt 
ere ſtarve, and if they continued without the Gate 
ey could expect no other, reſolved to try the Genero- 
y of the Enemy; for at the worſt they could bur die. 
is they put in Execution before it was Day, expecting 
be ſeized by ſome of the Out-guards, but meeting 
ich no Man, they went on to the Camp, where to their 
at Amazement they found no living Creature, but the 
ſes and Aſſes, the Men being fled : For God had fo 
poſed it in the Night, that the Syrians fancying they 
id a Noiſe of Chariots and Horſes, concluded the Kin 

Iſrael had called in to his Aſſiſtance the Hittites — 
Wians, and were coming to ſurprize them. This 
ought put them into ſuch Conſternation, that it im- 
ately ſpread through the whole Army, and leaving 
r Camp ſtanding, every Man ſhifted for himſelf, and 
le the beſt of their Way home. The poor Lepers finding 
Coaſt clear, paſſed through the Camp, and before they 
to other Plunder, firſt gratified their Hunger; then 
ng what rich Moveables they could carry off, they 
them. But conſidering that whilſt they were thus 
lung and providing ra. Jan wg their Countrymen 
e under the diſmal Apprehenſion of ſtarving in the 
wn, or periſhing by the Enemy, they returned tothe 
c and gave the Porter Notice of the Enemy's Flight, 
dſoon communicated it to the King. But the King 
ecting this to be a Stratagem of the Syrians to intice 
out of the City, ſent out Parties to diſcover whe- 
there were no Ambuſcadeslaid. The Parties return- 
told him that all the Ways were ſtrewed with Arms 
vey FF Garments, which the Syriaus had dropped as they 
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fled. Upon this the People impatiently ruſhed out 
the City, and fell to plundering the Syrian Camp; whe 
beſides great Riches, they found ſuch Store of Proviſ 
that being brought into Samaria, a Mealure of fine Floy 
was ſolid for a Shekel, and two Meaſures of Barley fv 
Shekel. And that this Plenty might not be imbezd| 
the King appointed that Lord, who before had flight 
Eliſha's Prediction, to guard the Gate through whicht 
Spoil of the Syrian Camp was to be brought; wheret 
impatient People crowding in great Numbers, tram 
him under Foot, that he died: So that though he 
the Plenty, yet he taſted not of it, as the Prophet! 
before told him. | 
After this, a ſevere and long Famine waſted the L 
of Iſrael; of which Eliſha gave his Hoſteſs, the 4 
mite, Warning, adviſing her to go to ſome other Cu 
try with her Family, — tarry there till the Famine 
over: Which ſhe did; and at the End of ſeven Ven 
turning, ſne found her Eſtate ſeized and poſſeſſed by od 
in her Abſence. And not prevailing with the Uſun 
of her Right to give her Repoſſeſſion, ſhe was form 
addreſs her ſelf to the King, who at that Time wat 
ing with Gehazi, whom the King commanded to rec 
, unto him the miraculous Performances of his Maſte, 
Prophet Eliſha. Gehaxzs ſeeing the Shunamite, and 
Son coming to preſent her Petition to the King, 


him, That was ſhe of whom he had been ſpeaking, I *t 
this was her Son whom Eliſha brought again to e; 
The King hearing a Confirmation of what Gehe De 
told him from the Woman's Mouth, gave Order fo) tu 
Eſtate to be reſtored to her, and that the Profits tie 
ſhould be paid her, from the Time ſhe had left the l 

until that Day, 


From the miraculous Raiſing of the Siege of & 
till about this Time, we have no other Account than 
of Benhadad King of Syria's Sickneſs, which hy... 
about the ſame Time when Eliſha arrived at Dow's 
the Capital of Syria. The King hearing of it, and b 
well acquainted with the Power of the Prophet, { 
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rant of his, named Hazel, with a Preſent, to inquire 
vo the Lord by him, whether he ſhould recover of his 
ina kneſs. The Prophet told him he might (a) recover; 
lit, added he, the Lord hath ſhewed me that he ſhall 
ye die. The Senſe of which, and the Miſchief he 
20 ald afterwards do to Ifrael, made the Prophet look 
nl on Harael, and drew Tears. from Eliſba's Eyes, 
ich asked the Cauſe of his Grief; who told him it 
ere ceeded from the Senſe he had of the Evil he would 
mf Day bring upon 1/7ael, in demoliſhing their Fortifi- 
he Mons, putting their Men to the Sword, daſhing their 
net dren in Pieces, and ripping up their Women with 
Id. H:z4el, conſidering the Meanneſs of his preſent 
e LafWndition, andthe Improbability of doing ſuch Things 
"bfWrclled his Abhorrence of ſo great an Inhumanity. 
Colt the Prophet anſwered, © The Lord hath ſhewed me 
ine bat thou ſhalt be King of Syria. Hurael's Ambition 
ek Wing at this, and returning to his Maſter, told 
va he ſhould recover; but to prevent it, the next Day 
Jun ified him, and uſu his Throne. Let us now 
rem to the Affairs of the Kingdom of Judah. 
i of haphat, the good King of Judah, four Years be- 
cecu e his Death had taken his Son (5) Jehoram inro Part- 
ſer, hip of the Government, after which he died, and left 
and on in ſole Poſſeſſion of the Throne of Judah; who was 
from imitating his Father's Piety, that he walked in 
ng, | Steps of the Kings of Hrael, as Abab's Family had \ 
to Le; for which this (c) Reaſon is aſſigned, That he had 8 
Daughter of Ahab to his Wife. Nor did he himſelf 
ra turn Idolater, but compelled his Subjects to be ſo. 


; the He 
he 
WY ) Recover, This Text of 2 Rin. 8. it ſelf was not mortal, but curable ; - 


lems difficule and contradi ry the lacter Part, he ſhall ſurely die, re- 
han elf, and which the Verſions con- lated to the F ore-knowledge the Pro- 
wap d. The Rabbins and others read phet had received from God, of the 
p ſhalt not recover ; but the Chaldee, — of Haxael, who ſhould 
n. I and abe Latin Verfions, murder Benhadad. 
| recover, But this Text, b) Jeboram. Or, Joram. 


1d "WF" taken, admits of no Contra- 60 Reaſon. See 2 Chron. 21. 6. ſo 
t, e for the former Part of the dangerous a Thing it is to mix with 
* Thom ſhalt recover, related to à finful Communion. 
"Ue of the Diſeaſe, which of e 
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He was in ſhort a Complication of all Wickedneſs, and 
unnaturally cruel, that he murder'd his ſix Brothers, a 
ſeveral other Princes. But he was ſoon reproved and y 
niſhed; for there came a Writing to him from (4) Ely 
the Prophet, to tell him, That ſince he had deviated fy 
the Waysof his pious Anceſtors, and followed the wid 
ed Examples of the Kings of //7ael, and murder'd his h 
thers, who were better than himſelf, God would vii 
him and his People with a great Plague, and deſtroy i 
with a painful Diſeaſe. Which ſoon after befel him; 
the (e) Edomites revolted from the Government of Fudd 
and ſet up a King of their own, And though Jehe 
went to ſuppreſs them, and did ſome ſmall Execution 
them, yet they maintain'd their Revolt, and were ne 
afterwards (F) reduced tothe Subjection of Judal. 
the ſame Time (g) Libnahthrew off the Yoke of Judd 
And literally to fulfill what Elijah's Letter (%) threaten 
the Lord ſtirred up the Philiſtines and Arabian io d 
ſturb Jehoram, who breaking into FJeruſalem, plund: 
the Royal Palace, and carried away Fehoram's Wiven 
Sons, and left him none but (i) Fehoahaz,, his young 
Son. And now to compleat the Judgment denout 
againſt Fehoram's Perſon, God ſmote him in his Boy 
with an incurable Diſeaſe, under which, when he i 


3 . « 4 
labour'd two Years, his Bowels fell out, Thus 0l.;. 
Jelu a. ˖ 
$30 
it tþ 
1 
bis 
U, 
(4) Elijah. ed having been Reduced. In this the Pri a 
tranſlated ſome Years before, it is „ ſeems to have been . 
thought by ſome that Elijah inſtead great Meaſure compleated, . © 
of Eliſha is by neglect crept into the foretold Edom's Subjection to % W 
Text. Others ſay Eljah ſent this and his breaking atterward Jy 4 
Letter from Paradiſe, or the Place Yoke from off his Neck, 0% peu 
to which he was tranſlated, to King v. 40. a — 
Fehoram by an Angel in humane (2) Libnah. This was 3 C 
Shape, or by the Prophet Eliſha. But Territory of good Account, VF 
Junius and Tremellins ſay, Eij ab in his in Jeſhaas Time had à Kg 
Life time writ it by a prophetical own, Joſh. 10. 29, 30.2nd wa 
Foreſight, and left it for him, wards given to the Childreaot4 c Tt 
(e) Edomites. Whom David had for a City of Refuge to be ny ® to 
ſubdued. 2 Sem. J. 14. and who, layer, . 31. 13. Wy, 
from that Time to this, had no Kin h eaten d. See 2 CH. 21 JF tc 
of their own, but were ——_ , Jeloabax. Who is allo = 4 
by aViceroy or Deputy ſet over chem, Abaxlab, 2 Chron, 22+ 1+ and ja, 


1 Kings 22. 47+ 


riah, V. 6. 


Wounds. 


dg ; 


p) Eight. Of theſe eight Years 
s ſuppoſed to have reigned four 
Rex with his Father, and the 
1 as ſole King. 

!) Ahaziah, Tranſcribers muſt 
farily have been miſtaken in 
tis ſaid of Abaxiab, 2 Chron. 22. 
2, that he was two and forty 
n old when he n to reign 3 
it this had been right, Ahaziah 
| tae been born two Years be- 
bis Father; for It is obſerved in 
21, v. 20. that Fehoram his Fa- 
was but forty Years old when 


el 8 hv 

been ed. This Circumſtance is like- 
d, wit directly oppoſite to 2 Kings 8. 
a do If 6, where it 18 plainly mention d 


Abaziah was but two and twen- 
ers old when he began to reign. 
moſtlearned Interpreters do ac- 
vledge that this Difficulty cannot 
tiolved without admitting of a 


King in che Tranſcribers. Some 
| was 4 © that the Words ſhould be ren- 
en of A „ That Fhaziah reigned to the 
ö the f four and forty Years; which 

Wlycontrary to the Text. Others 
bro, 2113 de forty two Years do not re- 
allo C D. Ahaziah, but to the Kingdom 
and & 


ye, which can by no Means be 
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boram, having reigned (K) eight Years, but unla- 
-nted of the People, who buried him in the City of 
wid, but not in the Sepulchre of the Kings, and with- 
t any Funeral Pomp or Honour. His Son () Ahaziah 
cceeded him, all his other Sons being ſlain by the A. 
in and Philiſtines in the late Incurſion. His Reign 
c but ſhort, and no great Matter could be expected 
it, What was remarkable was his Affection to, and 
liance with Jehoram, King of Ifrael, with whom he 
uched againſt Haxael, "_y of Syria, at Ramoth-Gi- 
{, where Zehoram being de 

uming to Jerreel to be cured, Ahaxiah went thither 
viſit him, and bear him Company while he lay ſick of 


1 


cated, and wounded, and 


And now the Time was come when Ahab's Family 
| be extirpated, and Jezebel puniſhed for her Wick- 
cl. In order to which, Eliſba calling to him one of 


the 


allowed. It ſeems indeed moſt rea- 
ſonable to own that there is a Fault 
crept into the Text by the Negli- 
gence of Tranſcribers, who have 
written forty two Years inſtead of 
twenty two. This Solution ſeems to 
be the moſt probable, if we conſider 
the Agreement of the Verſions; The 
Septragint in ſeveral Copies, the Ma- 
nuſcripts ot Cambridge and Oxford, 
that ot Rome, and the Syriack and 
Arabick, with ſeveral others, do re- 
tain the Number of twenty two. 
However ĩt be, theſe Explications and 
Conjectures ſuppoſe that the Verſion 
of this Text wants to be correſted, 
Whatſoever Way we take it. The 
Hebrew and Greek Texts have been ot- 
ten reformed upon leis ſolid Gtounds: 
And if moſt Verſions have underta- 
ken to tranſlate a Word in St. James; 
which ſignifies to kill, by a Word 
which ſignifies to ey, by changing 
the Greet Verb Phonenete into Phthe- 
neite, Jam. 4. 2. againſt rhe general 
Conſent ot Manuſcripte, it may nog 
be ch ught unreaſonable to reject an 
Amendment yhach ſeems 19 yilbly 
necellary. 
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the Sons of the Prophets, bid him go to Ramoth-Gil 
and there (m) anoint Jehu, which he did: and Jehuy 
by a general Conſent acknowledged King, and prockin 
by the Army. The Prophet having at Jeha 's Anoin: 
given him Inſtructions to take Vengeance of J 
and cut off Abab's Family, the better to carry on his, 
fairs, in a Council obliged the Officers of the Army u 
no Man ſtir out of Ramoth- Gilead, that Fehoram her 
nothing of what had happened, he might ſurprize h 

ha being punctually obeyed in this, ſet for ward 

zreel, that he might _— and ſeize the King the 
But in his March he was diſcovered from a Watch- To 
by a Sentinel, who gave Notice of it to the King; : 
he having no Accounts from the Meſſengers he {ent 
inquire, mounted his Chariot, and taking his Friend 4 
ziah with him, they both went out to meet Jehu, vl 
happen'd in the very Spot of Ground which Ah 
taken from Naboth the Jexreelite. Fehoram being d 
within hearing, asked Jehu, whether he came in 
or not? To whom Jehu replied, What Peace canſti 
cc expect, ſo long as the Whoredoms of thy Mothe 
ce ⁊ebel, and her Witchcrafts are ſo many? Jew 
gueſs d the reſt, and crying out Treaſon to his Friend 4 
ziah, fled ; but ehu with a ſwift Arrow ſoon overt 
him, ſhooting him through the Heart; and ſeeing! 
drop, bid an Officer throw him into Naborh's Field,! 
the Word of the Lord might be fulfilled. Aba 
ing his Friend Jehoram thus diſpoſed of, fled and 
Way; but Jehn having a — Eye upon him, 
tached a Party to purſue and diſpatch him too; 1 
they did: For being mortally wounded, he fled to. 
= and died there; from whence his Servants rem 

is Body to the Royal Sepulchre at Jeraſalem. 


9 


(m) Anoint. This ſeems to be the and, as it were, a Prog” 
ſecond Time of Fehas being auoint- their Reign, Bus this fec de 
. * * , bo At 14 
ed; for the hiſt was 1 Kings 19. 16. on of Feha, by the Order © 
when the Prophet Elijab anointed was a Collating him to ts U 
him and Hazael over Iſrael aud Hria. and making bim Klang- 
But that Unction was only previous, 


* 7 


83 17 9 29 * 
os CHAr X. ; 
Jehu ſlays Ahabs ſeventy Sons. 
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o having thus done Execution on the two () Kings, 
« the beſt of his Way to Fezreel, where Fezebel 
Oueen Mother having drefs'd her ſelf, and reſolvin 
ep up her Grandeur, reproached him with Trea- 
„ comparing him to Zimri, who ſlew his King and 
er Elah. Jehu looking up to the Window where ſhe 
called to the Eunuchs, who threw her by his Or- 
gut of the Window, and her Blood by the Fall ſtain'd 
Walls of the Palace. When ſhe was upon the Pave- 
; the Horſestrampled on her, and the Dogs devour d 
Body. Jehu entring the Palace refreſh'd himſelf, and 
len; and berhinking himſelf of the Condition of 
wicked Woman, bid his Servants take care of her 
yand bury her, becauſe ſhe was of Royal Extraction. 
when they went to inquire after her, they found no- 
pof her remaining, but her Skull, Feet, and the Palms 
r Hands; which when Jehn heard, he obſerved to 
that brought the News, That this was the Effect 
jah's Prophecy, which ſaid, That in 2 

id eat Fezebel, and that her Carcaſs ſhould be as 
jo upon the Earth, ſo that no Body ſhould ſay, This 
ſexebe . | 

tu, to make ſure of as many of Abab's Family as 
any way within Reach, ſends a Letter to thoſe who 
the Care of the (o) Princes of the Blood at Samaria, 
boſe the fitteſt of them for their King. This he did 
ound their Inclinations ; but they hearing how he 
diſpatched two Kings already, and ſeeing all things 
|| to the Houſe of Ahab, ſent a ſubmiſſive Anſwer 
feln, and referred themſelves wholly to him. Upon 
h he ſent an Order to them, to bring him the Heads 
bole Princes by that time to morrow. He was pun- 


Qually 


Wings, Hhaziah's Deſtruction his Grandfather Ahab. 

* to him, not only as he was (o) Princes. 2 Kings 10. 1. Ahab 
of Abab's Family, (being is ſaid to have had ſeventy Sans in 
i of Abab's Daughter) to aff Samaria, under which Term Ne- 
ter Deſtruction was de- phews or Grandſous are lomeumes 
=; but as he walked, the li- comprehended. 

We de reigued, in the way of : 
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ctually obeyed in this; after which he put to Dex 
that remained of Ahab Family in /Faeh, the great M 
his Court, and all his Friends and Prieſts. In his Wy 
Samaria he met with the Brothers and Kindred of 
ziah, who were going to pay a Viſit to the Court x 
maria: Theſe he likewiſe ſlew, and at Samaria cu 
all that remain'd of the Houſe of Ahab. Then giving 
that he would worſhip Baal, he by Proclamation iny 
all his Miniſters and Prieſts to offer Sacrifice in his Ta 
to which they repaired in great Numbers ; and that 
but the Worſhippers of Baal might periſh, he gavef 
Charge to them to ſearch the Temple, and ſee that 
of the Servants of the Lord were there among th 
but the Worſhippers of Baal only. Then ſetting a0 
of eighty Men, to prevent any Eſcape, as ſoon « 
Burnt-Offering was ended, he commanded the G 

go in and put them all to the Sword. After this hel 
down the Images of Baal and burnt them, and & 
liſhing his Temple made a Jakes of it. But yet nom 
ſtanding Jehu's Zeal for the Service of God, hel: 
(p) Golden Calves, which Jeroboam had ſetup at 
and Dau, remain. However, Jehus Diligence inm 
executing God's Judgments upon the Houſe of A 
ſo acceptable, that he thereupon intaid the Crom 
Ifrael upon his Family to the fourth Generation. Ye 
cauſe he offended in following the Example of Jem 
God made him ſenſible of his Diſpleaſure; for heſult 
the Syrians to make Incurſions into his Kingdom, 
ravaged the Country from the River Jordan to the Ol 
and ruined the Countries of Gilead, Reuben, Gu 
Manaſſeb. Jehu, having reigned eight and twenty 
over Hrael, died, and was buried in Samaria. Di 


(p) Golden Calves. The ſetting up leaſt they ſhould in Time u 
of theſe being not ſo much a Reli- Crown along with them, 
as Policick Piece ot Idolatry, nite themſelves in Jadab Tix 
contrived at the firſt Diviſion of the Intereſt and Reaſon of N 
Kingdom to keep the Zaelites trom vailed poſſibly wich Jeba 19 
going up to Jeraſalem to worſhip, them. 
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; Reign, no doubt, there happen'd many remarkable 
anſa&tions, which are (q) loſt. 

Whilſt Jehu was executing the Command of the Lord 
Jjrael, Arhaliah, the Queen Dowager of Judah, and 
other to the late King Ahaziah, hearing her Son was 
in, uſurp'd the Government of Judah, and, in Re- 
ge of {> Death of her Father Abab's Family, mur- 
yd all the Blood Royal, that ſhe might utterly extin- 
n the Race of pious Jeho „ and ſecure to her- 
fand her (r) other Children the Kingdom. But by God's 
pidence young Pi: an Infant of a Vear old, eſcaped 
Rage; for his Aunt Jehoſbaba, the Daughter of Kin 
on, and Siſter to the late King Ahaziah, conceal 

n and his Nurſe in an Apartment of the Houſe of the 
rd, which ſhe could more conveniently do, becauſe 
vas the Wife of 7ehoida the High-Prieſt. Here this 
ung Prince continued under the Care of his Aunt, un- 
wn to haliah, for ſix Years; and in the ſeventh 
ar his Uncle 3 having ingaged the Prieſts and 
vies, and the leading Men in all Parts of the Kingdom, 
the Infant Prince's Intereſt; in a publick Aſſembly pro- 
ced him, and made them take an Oath of Fidelity to 
n. Then diſtributing the Arms which had been conſe- 
ted by King David, and ever ſince kept in the Temple, 
diſpoſed the People with him into three Bodies, one 
euard the King's Perſon, and the other two to ſecure 
Gates, with a ſtrict Charge, that if any ſhould attempt 
break in upon them, they ſhould be put to Death. 
ings thus dipoſed, Jehoida brought out the young King, 
the Crown on his Head, and put the Book of the (Law 
Vale 2.] into 


Book of Kings; Whenc2 we may 


Lt. For the reſt of the Ads 
well conclude, that that Book of 


ower of Jehu we are referred 


de Book of the Chronicles of the 
& of Iſrae/, which cannot be 
*r Of thoſe Books now exrant 
er that Name; tor very little 
Won is madc of him ia either of 
' bo.ks; nothing in Compa:ilon 
Mat is laid of him in the ninch 
| uch Chapters ot the ſecond 


Chronicles, to which we are h re, 


and often elſewhere referygd, is loft. 
(r) Other. That Athaliah had 


other Sons may be proy.d from 


2 Chron, 2.4. 7+ : 
(s) Lan. This was according to 


the Law, Dent. 17. 18. 
V 


— # 
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into his Hand ; and having anointed him, they clapt thy 
Hands and ſhouted for Joy, and with Sound of Trunyy 
proclaiming him ſaid, God ſave the King, The lo 
Shouts and Acclamations of the People ſoon reach'd 4 
liah's Ear, who, in great Haſt repairing to the Temp 
to her great Surprize ſaw the young King on the Thron 
and the People about him rezoycing ; upon which ſhem 
her Mantle, and cried out, Treaſon. But Fehoida ſv 
ſilenced her; for he commanded the Guards to ſeize u 
carry her our of the Temple, and put to the Sword 
that ſhould offer to reſcue or aſſiſt her: Whereupon th 
without Oppoſition brought her to the Horſe- gate: 
ſlew her. Then Fehoida made a Covenant between 
Lord, the Kingand the People, and between the King: 
the People; and going from hence to Baal's Temple, th 
broke the Images, demoliſh'd the Altars, pull'd do 
the whole Buiiding, and ſlew Mattan Baal's Prieſt. | 
hoida after this purg d out ſeveral Corruptions whict 
former Reigns had been introduced into the Temple; a 
then he and all the Officers and People conductedi 
King to the * Palace, and put him into Poſſeſſia 
the — a Judah. 8 
an his Reign at ſeven Vears o e, in 
Fins 12 of Fehn Be of Ifrael, and ee f 
Years. He was a juſt and religious Prince fo long 21 
good High-Prieſt Fehoidalived, and reſtored the Wor 
of the true God; but he did not deſtroy the Altar 
were in the (t) High Places. During his Minoriry 70 
reform d the Eccleſiaſtical State; but when he was gui 
to Man's Eſtate, he repaired the Temple, which throy 
the Corruption of former Times was very much deci 
and facrilegiouſly ſtript by Athaliah and her Children 
All things hitherto went on hopefully, and 7h 
Preſence and Advice kept the young King within! 
Bounds of kis Bury. Bur the good old Man bn 


e) Hieb Places. Whete the Peo= winked at; though expreſly c 
10 . * and burnt Incenſe; ry to Saen El 
which, ſo long as they did it to the and commonly deſtructiye 10 8 


Tord, notte Baal or other Idols, was ple. 
4 
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ndred and thirty Years of Age paid the laſt Debt to Na- 


e: And in Conſideration of his great Servicestowards 
xd and his Houle, in reſtoring = Worſhip of God, 
j ſettling the Kingdom in the Houſe of David, they 
ied him in the City of David amongſt their Kings. 
d now the great Men of Judab, who had lived in 
dolatrous Reigns, take the Advantage of their King's 
ſenceleſs (v) Youth; and by their Flattery and other In- 
tions prevail with him to forſake the Worſhip of the 
Id, and to adore their Idols. For this the Lord by ſe- 
| Prophets admoniſh'd the People of Fudah, but they 
nd:d them not: At laſt the Spirit of the Lord came up- 
Zuchariah the Son of Jehvida the High-Prieſt, who 

reproving them was ſtoned to Death in the Porch of 
Temple, and at the Command of the King; though 

Sacredneſs of the Place, the Dignity of his Office; 
bis Father's Services, might very reaſonably have ſtay*d 
ir wicked Hands. But God ſoon required the inno- 
t Blood of Zachariah both of the King and People: 
r within a Year after the Death of him, Hazel King 
Sria took Gath from the King of Judah with a ſmall 

y; and taking the Advantage of their Surprize, 
cd directly to. Zernſa'em; where he put to the Sword 
the Princes that had ſeduced their King to Idolatry. 
remarkable was the Juſtice of God in puniſhing thoſe 
nces; that they fell by the Arms of an Idolater; for 
ch was Hazael King of Syria. King J oaſl, being ſrighted 
the ſudden Arrival of Hazae!l, took all the conſecrated 
ſel and Goods of the Temple which his Anceſtors 

himſelf had devoted to the Service of God, together 
th all the Gold that was in the Treaſures of the 
emple and his own Palace, and made a Preſent of them 
the King of Syria to perſuade him to leave Fermſa- 


The 


5) Nb. Jebolda the High-Prieſt Reign; ſo that Foaſh was about thir- 
pod to die in or near the three ty Years old when the Princes of Ju- 


{ tweutiech Year of King Joahs daß ſeduced him to Idolatye 


K z 


ö 
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The Syrian Army was no ſooner march'd off, but C 
cal s Joaſh himſelf to an Account for his Idolatry andi 
Murder of the innocent Zachariah : For he being y: 
infirm in his Health, and labour.ng under a Complicai 
of Diſea es, his Servants Zabad and 7Jehozabad, con 
ring againſt him for the Blood of the Son of 7ehoidat, 
Prieſt, murder'd him in his Bed. Thus died 7oaſ, 
ter forty Years Re gn; and being of Royal Extradtia 
they buried him in the City of David, but not int 
Royal Sepulchre, becauſe he was an Idolater. 

Fehn dying in the three and twentieth Year of % 
King of Jud bh, his Son Fehoahaz, ſuccedeed him; wi 
imitating his Predeceſſors in the Political Idolatry of 
Golden Calves, to preſerve the Crown of 1/rael fi 
being united to that of Judah, he provoked the Lord 
afflict both him and his People, which he did by dei 
ing them into the Hands of Harael the King of $ 
and afterwards into the Hand of his Son Benhadad. \ 
when Jehoahaz. return'd to the Lord, he had Compal 
on him, and in due Time ſent them a Deliverer ; butt 
was not in the Reign of 7ehoabaz, but of his 
(2) Foas Fehoahar was brought to ſo (x) low a Condit 
by the frequent Invaſions of the Syriam, that he had! 
fifty Horſemen, ten Chariots, and ten thouſand Foot 
diers left. The many Defeats he had receiv d, and! 
Oppreſſion under which he labour d from the Syrian 
a 7p | ehoahaz, that —_ weary of Governmi 
an 


Life he died, and is ſucceeded by his Son Jo 
Pr 


w) Jaa. The Synarchies or the moſt. To reconcile his t 


oim-Reigns of Father and Son in 
th ſe Times ( which were frequent) 
have render'd the Chronology very 
dificuit; as in this Cale : For Feho- 
ahaz in I Kings 1 * 1. is ſaid to have 
reigned ſeventeen Years; which can- 
not be according to what is ſaid in 
the ſame Verſe, viz. That he began 
his Reign in the three and twentieth 
Year of Foaſh King ot Jadab; for 
then be could rcigu but fourcen at 


we muſt ſuppoſe him to be take 
to Partnerſhip ot the Goverme 
his Fathe: two or three Years 
his Death; which is very pro 

(x) Low, &c. Now ict v 
2 ropbet Eliſha had ſecn d 
filling of that Prediction, Wy 
had given Haxael, concerning 
Crueſty and Devaſtationhe wow”! 
erciſe upon Iſrael, when be ( 
the Crown of Cris. 
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A dead man raiſed by touching Eliſha's bones. 
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ace more fortunate, though not more religious, than 


Fat her. 
Eljha had lived to ſce the Completion of what he 


retold Harael before he was King of Syria, which was 
ally fulfilled in 7ehoahaz s Reign; and being now 
ry old, and taken ſick inthe Beginning of K ng 7oas's 
eign, he receives a Viſit from him upon his ſick Bed. 
oung King 7oas ſecing him very weak, n Tears lamented 
approaching Death of ſo great a Prophet and ſo holy 
lun. The Prophet obſerv.ng this, and knowing that 
e Lord had determined to deliver ſrae/ by this King 
m the Oppreſſion of the Syrians, by the () Alluſion 
the Bow and Arrows ſhew'd him what Succeſs he was 
h/ to have againſt his Enemies. Jou, incouraged with 
s favourable Prediction, in three pitch'd Battles beat 
wadad King of Syria, and recover d from him all the 
ties of 7/7gel which had been taken from them by Ha- 
| Benhadad's Father. During which Tranſactions the 
ophet Eliſha died, and after he had been ſome time 
ned, the divine Power, by which he wrought ſo many 
ncles in his Life-time, gave a ſacred Approbation of 
Prophetick Actions by a poſthumous one; for a certain 
a being buried near Eliſhas Sepulchre, the dead Man 
ſooner touch'd the Bones of Eliſha, but he revived 
d ſtood upon his Feet. | 
Juaſh King of Judah having receiv'd the Reward of 
Ingratitude and Cruelty from his two treacherous Ser- 
its, his Son Amaziah ſucceeded him, and for a while 
Kd in the Ways of the Lord; but he held not Tong 
; for following the Example of his Father, he let the 
ph Places ſtand, and ſuffer d the People to offer Sa cri- 
nd burn Incenſe there. As ſoon as he was ſetrled, 
took Revenge of the two Tray tors that had murder d 
Father: Then having new officer d and new model d 
Army, upon a general Muſter he found he had three 
dred thouſand able Men Burt not thinking them 
ng enough, he added a hundred thouſand hired Troops 


Allaſon. See 2 Kings 13. 15. K 3 


of 
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of 1{raelites, and with theſe he intended to fall upont 
Edomites, but was forbidden by a Prophet, who adi; 
him to diſcharge the //7aelites; which with great Uny 
lingneſs he did, and marched againſt the Edomites yi 
his own People only, and attacking them in the Val 
of Salt he killed ten thouſand upon the Spot, and tc 
ten thouſand Priſoners, whom he cruelly executed 
throwing them headlong down z ſteep Rock. Butt 
Victory was ſomewhat eclips'd by the /ſraelites, wha 
King Amaziah had diſcharged; for they thinking the 
ſelves ill uſed in being not permitted to go to fight! 
Edomites, in their Return plunder'd all the Towns 
their Way, killed three thouſand Men, and carry das 
much Spoil. But the greateſt Misfortune of all wt 
of Amaziah's bringing home the Zaamite Gods 
him, to which he paid Adoration, and offered Inc: 
This ſo provoked the Lord, that ſending a Prophet he 
proach d him for his Apoſtacy, and threaten d to cuth 
off. Which Prediction ſoon came to paſs; for Ans 
being ſomewhat elated with his late Succeſs againſt 
Edomites, and thinking himſelf bound in Honour to 
venge the Damage the #aclitiſh Army had done 
Towns, he ſent a Challenge to Foas King of Ufa 
meet him and fight a pitch'd Battle. 7oas depiſed 
vain Prince, and adviſed him to ſtay at home; whid 
fretted Amaziah, that he without Delay drew out 
Forces and marched to meet Foas ; who was ſo wel} 
aared to receive him, that he routed the Army, took 
ing Priſoner, and carried his victorious Arms to Ju 
lem ; where he enter d in Triumph, broke down | 
hundred Cubits Length of the Wall, plunder'd the Te 
and Palace of all that was valuable, and taking Holt 
with him he left the King of Judah to deplore his fi 
Feruſalem, whilſt he marches in Triumph to &. 
Amaziah lived fifteen Years after this Defeat; butt 
is nothing remarkable of him to be found, fave tid 
was ſlain at Zachiſh by ſome Inhabitants of Pero 
who had conſpired againſt him ; and being without 
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Jo NAH CHAP. 1. 
| Jonah fled to Tarſhiſh. 
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ite or Formality brought to Jergſalem, he was buried 
the City of David. 
Joas King of [ae] was ſucceeded by his Son Fero- 


n, who came to the Throne in the (z) fifteenth Year 


Amaziah King of 


Jon, and was agli 


— Atchievments, 
which he was incouraged by t 
od for that End ſent to him; for taking 


This King injoy'd a long 


Prophet Jonah, whom 
Pity on the 


ſtreſs of Mrael, which had long lain expoſed to the In- 
lions of their Neighbours, and em to let them 


quite exti 
wen he re 


ed them to 


under the Conduct of this King Je- 
part of their former Condi- 


n. He recovered the greateſt Part of the Country 
$ Anceſtors had loſt, and reſtored the ancient Boundaries 
the Kingdom of J/#ae! from Hamath to the Sea of 


. Plain, 4 


i Fifteenth, This is Foſe $ 
ation, which ſeems to be very 
; tor he reignid thirty Years, fit- 
dot which he liv'd after the Death 
Joas King of Iſrael, who died in 
 Vicenth Year of Amaziah, 
To ſome part of this King's 
A (viz, Feroboam's) ſhould 
Td that Action which we read 
cen. 5. 18. was performed b 
Rexbenites, Gadites, and the ha 
be of Aanaſſeh; who muſtering 
aud forty thouſand ſeven hun- 
« and fixty able Men, and well 
n War, made War upon the 
"ies; and being aſſiſted by the 
e whom in the Time of the 
* ey addreſs'd themſelves, they 
* the Hagarit es a very great De- 
» md took a prodigious Booty 
" them, conſiſting of fifty thou- 
*\amels, two hundred aud fifty 
Sheep, wo hundred thoy: 


The King of //7ael having thus reduced his trouble- 
2 
t (a , (6) who had inco 

al his warlike Undertakings, is by God commanded 
another Place. His (c) Commiſſion was expreſly for 


» the Pro- 


ceable Temper 
= and directed him 


(4) Ninevehy 


ſand Aſſes, and one hundred thouſand 
Priſoners, beſides a great Number 
that —— _ = — 2 — 
they proſper d, becauſe God i 

on for Ede 3 and theſe two Tribes 
and a half having diſpoſſeſs'd the Ha- 
garites, they dwelc in their Places till 
the Captivity, _ 

() onah, He is called the Son 
of Amittai, Jon, 1. 1. This probably 
was the Name of his Father : Bur 
St. Jerome, in his Prologue to this 
P rophet's Book, ſays, the Hebrews 
affirm, that he was that Son ot the 
Widow of Sarepta, whom the Pro- 
phet Elijah raiſed from the dead, 
1 Kings 17. 

b) Who, See 2 Kings 14+ 25. 

(| Commiſſion. The Reaſon of the 
Lord's ſending a Prophet to a Hea- 
then City, when Prophets were want- 
ing to correct and inſtru his own 
People, was, chat the Heathens be- 

4 mg 
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(1) Nineveh, whither he was to go and exhort the Ink 
bitants to Repentance ; for the Cry of their Sins 
come before the Lord. The ſharp Meſſage which Ju 
was to deliver, (no leſs than the (e) Deſtruction of th 
City after the Expiration of forty Days) and the g: 
Power of the People, ſo terrify'd Jonah, that forgett 
the Preſence of God, which is every where, he thoug 
to (F) evade this Errand by going to ſome other Pl 
Intending therefore to go to Tarſhiſh, he went down 
. Foppa, a Sea-port Town, to ſeek a Paſſage, where fin 
ing a Ship ready to fail, he paid the Fare and went 

board. But God ſoon convinced him of his Dio 
dience ; for when they were out at Sea, a ſudden Ste 
aroſe, which continuing, the Seamen, ſeeing their Shi 
danger of being loſt, cried to their Gods * Help, : 
unloading the Ship found Jonah in the Hold faſt aſl 
Then rouzing him, they bid him call upon his God, th 
they might not all periſh ; but the Storm continuing, th 
agreed to caſt (g) Lots, that they might know who! 
= guilty Perſon, for whoſe ſake this Calamity befel the 
The Lot falling upon Fonah, they preſs d him tot 
them, what he had done, who he was, and from when 
he came. Tonah's Conſcience ſtruck him, for he plan 


ſaw the Juſtice of God hadovertaken him, and 


ing converted by the mighty Power containing in it more than bx" 


ct his Word, and that in three Days 
Preaching too, Iſrael might ſee how 
borribly they had provoked God's 
Wrath, who had, by the diligent 
ad conſtant Preaching of his Pro- 
phets tor jo many Years, indeayour'd 
ro convert them. 

_ (4) Nineveh. It was the Metropo- 
lis ot the . Monarchy, and 
very ancient, being built ſoon after 
the Flood by Nimrod, Great-Grand- 
ion to Noah; (for fo Interpreters 
take the Words in Gen,10, 11. which 
have ſome Confirmation trom Micah 
5. C. but — atterwards inlarged by 
Mut, it took its Name trom him. It 
was a very large Place, being fifty 
Nies in Compaſs. And b w popu- 
zus it was may be gather'd from its 


thouſand Pcrſons that did not E 
their right Hand from thei! * 
which muſt be underſtood © * 
fants. The Name of the — 
at this Time reign'd there 1s f 
be Phal, the Father of Sarda 
e) Deſtractian. See Jen. 3. 
Evade. Some Inte pat 
ſuppoſe the Reaſon of Jenab bn 
bedience to be, That it was ac 
unuſual for the Prophets of tht U 
to be taken from the EleR f 
and ſent to the Gentiles. : 
(g) Lots, Which was WO? 
be done, when there was 10 
that all could eſcape; for it * 
chens uſed ſuperſtinoully to caſt 
in Caſe of Neceflicy. 


JOX.AH CHAPH. 
Jonah de liver ed fi om the Lia. 
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JONAH CHAPII. 


The Ninevites ——— ; 
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 JONAH 3.Verſe 5. 
Jothe people of © NVaneveh Oclcr 1 God Se, 
poroclauned YJY and jul onfackeor, 4 11 
5 greareflef hem. even to the aft of hen . 
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» his Guilt told them, he was a Hebrew; that he had 
eyed the Lord, in thinking to fly from his Preſence; 
to appeaſe God's Wrath, he bid them throw him 
r board, and then the Storm would ceaſe : Which the 
men with much Reluctancy did, praying at the ſame 
eto God not to lay the innocent Blood of this his Ser- 
t to them, who did it for their own Preſervation. 
1h was no ſooner thrown over-board, but the Sea was 
n; which ſtruck the poor Seamen with ſuch Devotion, 
they offered a Sacrifice to the Lord, and made Vows. 
Tho God was pleaſed thus to puniſh 7onah's Diſobe- 
nce, yet in the midſt of Judgment remembring Mercy, 
tad prepared a great (%) Fiſh to receive him, which 
lowing up Jonah, he continued in the Belly of the 
ai) three Days and three Nights; after which Time, 
ing before pray d to the Lord the Fiſh vomited him 
upon the &y Land. 7onah, being thus miraculouſly 
nerd from his living Priſon, no more diſputes the 
mand of his God, but haſtens away to Nineveh ; and 
g got a Day's Journey into the _ he with a Free- 
and Preſence of Mind becoming his Character pro- 
md, (T) Tet forty Days, and Nineveh ſhall be over- 
un. The People of Nineveh believing this Meſſage 
e ſent from God, proclaim'd a Faſt, and putting on 
iloth, ſhew'd ſuch Tokens of Sorrow and Repentance, 
God revers'd their Doom. This diſpleaſed 
«ingly ; for he having poſitively denounced De- 
tion to Miueveh, and fix'd the Time, he thought 
Clemency of God in ſparing them would ſubje@ him 


to 


Fi. The Name ot this Fiſh (k) Tet, &. Though this be the 
t expreſy'd in Jon. 1. 17, nor in Subſtance of the Judgment denoun ed 
10. Interpreters diſter much by Jonah againſt Nineveh, Jon. 3. 4. 
de Species of it, in whichchey it is reaſonable to believe, that 
"ve ſaved their Labour, fince Jon preachd more than barely this ; 
delled Lord in Matt. 12. 40. th tor Conviction, by laying open 
ua Whale, the Sins of = yn to — 
Three, &c. In this ref] the Juſtice of the Judgment denoun- 
du 2 very ap! 8 = rf and alſo for Exhortation, ro 
* Saviour, who for the ſame bring them to Repentance, chat they 
dat Time was in the Belly of might eſcape it. 

«nh, che Grave. 
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to the Cenſure of having been a falſe Prophet, and ac 
dingly expoſtulates with God about it; who gently: 
— him, asking him, whether he did well to be ang 


in Diſcontent went out of the C 
and building a Booth, he ſate under the Shade of it, y; 


owever, / 


it wither. 


(1) Gerd. That 1 
ſticking too cloſely to the Original, 
and likewiſe by going too far from 
it, have multiplied Controverſies,and 

ven Occaſion ro ſeveral fooliſh and 

uperſtitious Pancies, and dangerous 
Errours, amongſt many others, we 
have here in this Text of Jonah 4, 6. 
A very remarkable Inftance. What 
this Gonrd was, no Body certainly 
knows: There are many Conjectures 
_ it, WEE has 2 — 

r 4 te formerly, eſpecial 
—— the two Fathers St. — 
and St. Auguſtine. St. Jerome tranſla- 
ted the — Word Kjkaion by that 
of toy but the Seplaagint and val- 

ar Latin, which were St. Angnſtine's 

avourite verſions, tranſlated the one 
4 wild Goard, the other a Pamphin, 
St. Ferome's Freedom had like to have 
coſt him dear; for St. Angaſtine at- 
tack'd him violently in ſeveral Let - 
ters, to which St. Jerome always an- 
ſwerd very civilly, telling him he 
did noi pretend to determine poſi- 


* ſee what would be the Fate of the City; ſeem 
rather to deſire the Deſtruction of the Place, than ind 
the leaſt Reflection on his Prophetical Office. But 
ve him a rational Conviction of his Partiality to hi 
fel, and want of Pity to the Ninevites; for he prepa 
a (1) Gourd, and made it ſhade 
„ of the Sun which were troubleſome to hi 
This plealed Jonah; but early the next Morning 0 
prepared a Worm, which gnawed the Gourd, — 
Jonah, having loſt this Defence from 
Heat of the Sun, was ſo infeſted with its Scorching,: 
the violent Eaſt Wind, that he fainted, and in the 
tremity of Pain he wiſh'd to die. Upon which God 
poſtulated with Jonah thus : « Thou haſt had Con 
« ſion on the Gourd, for which thou haſt not labou 


from the ſcord 


1 


s 4 
— 4 


tively that it was an Toy, butt 
muſt have been ſome ſuch Plau 
ther than a Gomrd or a hs 
which wing cloſe to the! 
could not have ſhaded Fonab tron 
Heat of the Sun. But this vu 
all; for St. Jerome complains 
was ſent for to Rome, and the" 
cuſed of Sacrilege and Herei 
St. Anguſtine's Friend, for ca 
the Name of this Plant from a0 
to Ivy ; and that they who ſtoo6 
his Verhon of this Word ves 
ſcurvily uſed, that they were! 
torced to come to Blows, Wii 
Name this Plant ſhould fo 
doubt it was a Plant of 2p 
Leaf; Whence ſome have © 
for a wild Vine ; others tor 3 
ber, or a Pampiou; and fem 
might be the Palmetta. It ® 
fire to be further informed a 
ridiculous Controverſy they mat 
lult Ribera on Fonah, Sixtw 3 
Martinins, and Calvins Cou 
on the Plage. 


- 


TJoONAH CHAP. IV. 
TJonah's Gourd. 
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neither didſt thou make it grow, and which came up in a 
Night, and periſh'd ina Night: And ſhould not ] ſpare 
Nineveh, that great City, wherein are more than ſixſcore 
thouſand — that cannot diſcern between their 
right Hand and their leſt; and alſo much Cattle? () 
Return we now to the Affairs of Judah, whoſe laſt 
ng was aſſaſſinated at Lachiſb by ſome Conſpirators of 
ruſalem, His Son young (#) Uzz4iah at the Age of ſix- 
Years is proclaimed King. He was a religious Prince 
former Part of his Reign, maintaining the Worſhip of 
true God, for which the Lord bleſs d his Arms with 
cceſs, He worſted the Philiſtines in many Battles, 
imantled the Cities Gath, Jabneh and Azoth, and was 
ſucceſsful againſt the Arabs and the Ammonites, that 
became terrible to his Neighbours : Ang to ſecure and 
om his Royal City at 1 he built Towers on 
e Walls of it, from whence by Engines they could 
:5w Darts and Stones on an approaching Invader. He 
54 great Admirer of Husbandry, which he vaſtly im- 
w'd, and by it grew very wealthy. But the Glory 
A his Kingdom was his Arms, which conſiſted of two 
oſand ſix hundred Officers, and three hundred and 
en thouſand and five hundred Soldiers, compleatly 
m'd both for Offence and Defence, Thus bleſs d in all 
ings was this happy King ſo long as the Prophet (o Ze, 


The Book of Jonah ends ag 
thy as it begins; for ir begins 
u Conjungion Copulative [ And 
Word of the Lord cane to Jonah] 
{0 it ſhould be read; and in the 
die of 1600 it is, The Word of the 
's came ALSO te Jonah) which 
; made fome Commentators think, 
© this was bur an Appendix to 
de other Writing of his, or of 
ne other concerning him. This 
of Jonah likewiſe ends as ab- 
uit begun; for ir gives no 


cunt of what became of the Nine- 
— 4 a 1182 after this: 

I trom God's convicting of 
Pab by the Miracle of the Gourd, 
u tompaſſionate Expreſſion 


concerning the Ninevites, chap. 4. v. 
11. it is likely he revers d their Doom. 
(n) Uzziab. In 2 Kings 15. 1. he 
is called Azariah. | 
(e) 22 He was — =o 
Prophet, but Preceptor to King. 
St. ak ſays, this Zechariah was 
the Son of that Zechariah the Son ot 
Fehoida who was ſtoned by the Com- 
mand of — Foaſh, and born after 
his Fathers Death. Helvicus will not 
allow the Zechariah, whom he men- 
tions in the 3306 Year of Uzziahs 
Reign, to be the ſame with the Pro- 
phet Zechariah who wrote the Pro- 
phecy under Darins ; and Wi goo! 


On. 


— 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
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chariah lived, which was to the three and thirtiethY 
of his Reign; but when he was dead, the King vn 
puffed up with his Greatneſs, that forgetting himſelf, 
would needs go into the Temple of the Lord to burn] 
ccnſe upon 64 Altar. Azariah the Prieſt ſeeing ti 
attended by eighty other Prieſts, followed the King,: 
told him; It was not his Office to burn Incenſe, 
theirs. The haughty King inrag'd to be thus repro 
by his Subjects, ho ding a Cenſer in his Hand, three 
them, and was juſt going to burn the Incenſe; bu 
was in the Inſtant ſtruck with a Leproſy, and obliged 
depart the Temple in a ſhameful Manner. Nor did 
ever recover of this Diſeaſe, but was forced to dr 
apart by himſelf; and his Son Jotham, as Vice-Ro 
took upon him the Adminiſtration during his Fat 
Life. Who having reigned (p) two and fifty Years di 
and was buried in the fame Field wherein the Ro 
Sepulchres were, but at a Diſtance from them. 
Whilſt the Affairs of Judah were in a flouriſhing Ct 
dition under that Part of Uzziah's Reign, wherein he 
ved the Lord, the Kingdom of 1/ael began to (q) dech 
for Zachariah the Son of Jeroboam, the ſecond and! 
of the Race of J7ehu, who ſucceeded his Father in! 
eight and thirtieth Year of Uzziab King of Judi 
at the End of fix Months murder'd by Shallum, . 
uſurp'd the /aelitiſh Crown, which he poſſeſs'dbutt 
Month; for Aenabem going from (r) Tirzah, ſlews 


) Two, &c. The Prophecies do upon the Houſe of Abu, 
containing but little Hiſtorical Mat- That he and his Family ſhows" 
ter in them, I ſhall only take No- the Throne of Iſrael unto te ® 
rice of them in the Reigns of choſe Generation; which was 290 
Kings in whoſe Time they prophe- hundred Years ; the laſt of ® 
hed. mily being this King Zachan# 

(q) Decline. King Zachariah was Son ot Jeroboam the (econd. F 
the 2 from Jeba, and the laſt (r) Tirzah. Jaſepbas ſays 
— of his Race; in whom was Menabem was at the Siege cb! 
fulfilled that gracious Promiſe, which by King Zachariah's Orcer, ® 
the Lord was pleaſed to make to is probable he might be Ge 
Febn, as 2 Reward of his Courage becauſe of makin Ri mſelf Ks 
and Zeal in executing the Judgment on the Death of Hallam. 
which God had commanded him to 
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and made himſelf () King. Aenthem being ſettled 
the Throne took the Town of Tiphſah, which had 
uſed to open their Gates to him; for which he put the 
habitants to the Sword, and was ſo barbarouſly cruel, 
t he ripp'd up all the Women that were with Child 
the Place; after which he plunder'd and laid waſt all 
Country about it as far as Tirzah. 
In theſe Times was //ael torn with terrible Conyu'- 
ns; Rapine, Murder, and all manner of Violence, and 
cially Superſtition and Idolatry, reigning throughout 
Land; and tho* God often admoniſh'd, reprov d and 
aten'd them by his Prophets, yet they would not re- 
It; whereupon God ſtirred up (t) Phu King of A- 
o come and (v) invade the Land. Menthem under- 
ding this, politickly contriv d to make an Advan 
histhreatning Storm; for preſenting the Aſjrian King 
th three thouſand Talents of Silver, which he raiſed 
ng his (People, he not only perſuaded Phul to with- 
1 Forces, but before he went, to confirm the Poſ- 
vn of the Crown to him. This anſwer'd his End, for 
eigned quietly ten Years, and was ſucceeded by his 
Pehahiah, in the fiftieth Year of Vzziah King of 
uh, He had not reign'd above two Years, when 


4 the General of his Army conſpir d againſt him, and 
ing flain him in the Tower of the Palace Royal, 
dthe Crown, which he wore twenty Years ; tho' not 
great Quiet, for 3 King of Aria fell 


n hon, Abelbethmaac Fanoah , Kadeſh, Haxor, 
4 and Galilee, and all the Land of Naphrali, all 
ect to the Crown of 7/ael, and carried the Inhabi- 
6 Captives to Aria. - Hoſhea the Son of Elah tak- 


ing 


Ng. We are referred to the (t) Phal. This Phal is by ſome 

det the Chronicles of the Kings taken to be that wy of Nineveh, 
el, for an Account of the reſt then the chief City of the Afſrian 
afts of theie three laſt Kings, Monarchy, who is ſaid to have re- 
ah, Shallwm and Menahem ; pented at the Preaching of Jonah. 

uch Ads no Mention is made 

ter cf thoſe Books of Chro- : 

Viich we have. Which makes Bo, Invade. See 2 Kings 15. 19. 
more evident, that that Book, 1 Chron. 5. 26. 

* teferred to, is loſt, | 
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king Advantage of Pekab's Confuſion and Diſtreß 
this Ravage and Stripping of his Country, murders hi 


and crowds himſelf into the Throne; where for 
while we will leave him, and return to the Afﬀain 


Judah. 


Fotham was five and twen 
to reign, tho, as Vice- Roy, ſome Years before, the wh 
Admmiſtration had gone thro' his Hands. He had 
quent War with his Neighbours, particularly with In 
King of Syria, and with Pekah King of Iſrael : Hem 
War likewiſe with the Ammonites, whom he defer 
him Tribute. He was a juſt, poy 
ful and (w) religious Prince; and of a publick Spirit 
he built a Gate to the Temple, and raiſed many of 
Structures for the Service and Strength of his Kingda 
and after ſixteen Years Reign he died, and was ſuc: 
ed by his Son Abhaz, a wicked Prince, who degenent 
of his Father and Grandfather, and 6 
exceeded the worſt of his Predeceſſors, that he not o 
walked in the Steps of Feroboam, who ſet up the Ci 
Worſhip, but made molten In 
He facrificed and burnt Inc 
in the High Places, and on the Hills, and under « 
green Tree. He likewiſe burnt Incenſe in the Vi 
the Son of Hinnom (a Place not far from 
to add to his other Impieties, he made his Son to 
thro the (x) Fire, according to the Cuſtom of the 
then, whom God had caſt out to make Room : 


and oblig'd to 


from the Piety 


Gods of the Heathens. 


(w) Religions, Though the High 
Mi — during his Time, 
2 Kings 15. 35. yet the People that 
ſacriticed there, ſacriſiced to the 
Lord, 

(x) Fire. Interpreters agree , that 
this paſſing thro che Fire was done 
cither by cauſing che Child to paſs 
to Moloch between two Fires, made 
near the one to the other for that 
Purpoſe ; by which the Child was 
not kille1, but conſecrated to that 
laol: Or by ſhutting up the Child 


Years old when he ber 


for all the inſe 


yſalem)1 


in the Body of the Idol, bis 
made of Braſs, in Body ke 11 
bur in Head like an Ox; inh. 
great, that the Body wasn 
ro ſeven diſtin& Cells; 109 
which the Chi — be 1 
ing put, was ſuffocared 4 
> the by che Heat wh 
conveyed trom a Fire wines 
that the Shrieks of the © 
might not be heard, tbe bi 
Drums; from whence the P40 
called Topher, which 09:9? 
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ren of Iſrael. But God ſoon called him to a ſtrict 
zunt for theſe abominable Doings, by permitting the 
Kings of Syria and 1ſrael to * and ravage his 
ny. Theſe two Kings with their Joint Forces laid 
to Jeruſalem; which put Abax and his People into 
at Fright : But the Lord ſent the Prophet Iſaiah to 
to comfort him, and foretel the Deſtruction of his 
mics, and the Eſtabliſhment of himſelf and People, 
y would believe in the Lord. For Confirmation of 
the Prophet bid Abax ask a Sign of the Lord ; but 
ſtubborn King would not, under a hypocritical Pre- 
that he would not tempt God; tho? it was nothing 
; Diſtruſt of his Preſervation. The two Kings ha- 
ſpent ſome Time in the Siege of Jeruſalem, deſpair- 
ff taking it, retir'd ; but they committed moſt barba- 
Hoſtilities in other Parts of the Kingdom; for Rexin 
þ of Hria recovered Blam, out of which he drove 
Tews and ſettled the Edomites in it, and return'd to 
cus with a great Booty. Pekah on his Side ravag d 
Country with an unlimited Fury, putting a hundred 
twenty thouſand Men of to the Sword, and 
ng away two hundred thouſand Women and Chil- 
 Capives. At the ſame time Zichri a powerful _ 


Kings, . As this Story is ſaiah ch. ber. I, Cc. ſays the 
in the Books of Kings and ſame as 2 kin 5 16. 5- To accom- 
tr, there ſeems ſome Diſ- modate theſe 2 Relations, we 
. For in 2 Chron. 28. 5, muſt ſuppoſe, that the Account given 
t is laid, that God delivered in the Book ot Kings, and by the 
into the Hand of the King of Prophet Iſaiah, related to one Time, 
; Who ſmote him, and carried and that of Chronicles to another 3 
i great Multitude of Priſoners or elſe, that the two Kings of Syris 
nn. And that he was de- and Iſrael, after they were forced to 
uto the Hand of Pekak King raiſe che Sicge of — com- 
a who flew in one Day fix- mitted thoſe Hoſtilities of killing fo 
nouland Men of Jadab, and many Men, and taking ſo many 
uo hundred thouſand Wo- Caprives, in other Parts of the King- 
ud Children, with much Spoil, dom. For there ſeems to be no 
men. And in 2 Kings 16. 5. ground for Suſpicion of any Miſtake 


irhou US, that Rexin King of Hria, of the Tranſcriber in either Place; 
tde Of of Iſrael came up to the Text agreei in all three, only 
e _ , and beſieged haz, but that in Iſaiah and Chronicles is more 
n 


n overcome Nm: And E. pardenlat man that in N. 
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of Ephraim ſlew Maafiah the King's Son, together wif 
Axrikam the great Maſter of the King's Houſhold, 
Elkanah, who was next in Authority to the King. I. 
Barbarities, provoked the Lord, who in Pity to dif 
ſed Judah ſent the Prophet Oded to reprove the 0 
Iſraelites for the Slaughter they had made, and the] 
ſoners they had taken. Upon this the Chiefs of 
Tribe of Fphraim oppos'd the bringing the Ci 
and Plunder into Samaria, alledging , that they A 
ready enough provoked God, and need not add thi 
their other Sins. This ſo weigh'd with the Army, 
they quitted both the Priſoners and the Booty, and 
Princes of Iſrael clothing them that had been ſtripp'd 
ſupplying them with Neceſſaries, ſent them and the 
to — to their Friends. 

he Edomites having gotten Poſſeſſion of Ela 
the Territories belonging to it, grew troubleſome N 
bours to Judah, which they infeſted with frequent 
curſions, as did the Philiſtines, who took ſeveral Cl 
in the South Parts of Judah. Under which AMiti 
King Ahaz, inſtead of repenting, perſiſted in his Idol 
and facrificed to the Gods of Dæmaſcus, hoping for! 
ceſs from them, becauſe he ſaw that the People flouil 
Bur this and his miſtaken Policy in calling in a for 
Aid, contributed to his Ruin; for diſtruſting the Pr 
dence of the Lord, he ſent Ambaſſadors to (z) Tit 
pileſer King of Aſjria with a Preſent of Silver and G 
to deſire him to come and aſſiſt him, againſt the King 


Syria and Iſrael, offering to become a Tributaty to ed 
The Aſhrian King glad of this Opportunity, makes len 
Work with the King of Syria, for coming with : 
Army againſt Damaſcus, he beſieged and (4) to 
ſlew Rezin the Syrian King, and carried away the Ig 
Captive. But before the Syria» King left D 
«14 
— Aer! 
lake | 
x fo 


(=) Tiglavpilefer. He is alſo cal» maſins was not only foret 


led Tiglathpilneſer, 2 Chron. 28, 20. ſaiah, 0. 7. but by che Pepe 
Ms ch. I. ver. 3 and 41¹⁰ 6} 


{a) Took, This Degruttion of Da- 12. 
% 
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u came to pay him a (6) Viſit there; where he in- 

aſed his dolatry by unluckily ſeeing and admiring an 
atrous Altar, which ſo pleaſed him, that he cauſed a 
odel of it to be made, and ſent it to Urijab the Prieſt 
Jeruſalem, to make him ſuch another againſt his Re- 
n. Urijah purſued the King's Directions, and when 
* came to Jeruſalem he ſacrificed on it, and grew ſo 
dof this additional Idolatry, that he made great 
Alterations and Innovations, removing to it Part of 
Veſſels which were in the Temple, and at laſt ſhut 
Temple up: And to extinguiſh the Worſhip of the 
d of his Fathers quite, he cauſed Altars to be erect- 
n every Corner of Jeruſalem; and in all the Cities 
Judah he made High Places to burn Incenſe in to o- 
r Gods. In the Height of theſe Impieties Ahaz di- 


lo having reigned ſixteen Years, and was buried in 
Velen; but not in the Royal Sepulchre of the Kings 
nem 740. 


ſea the Son of Elah having murdered Pekah King of 
lah and ſeized the Crown, ſoon found his Uſurpation 
ended with many Incumbrances. For he, imitating 
wicked Predeceſſors, and together with the People 
tinuing in Diſobedience and Rebellion againſt the 
d, lighting the Admonitions and Threatnings of the 
phets, they at laſt ſo highly provoked God, that he 
ſerted them, and ſuffered the King of (d) Afria to af- 
t them, For Huſbea was ſcarce ſettled in his ill- gotten 
rone, when Salmanaſſar, the Aſſyrian Monarch, in- 
led him. Hoſhea for this Time pacify d him with large 
lents, and a Promiſe of becoming a Tributary to him: 
Wal. 2.] But 


Vit. This may be re iſonably ſup- out of Pity to them, 28 to farich him- 
% be Jone in Policy, leaſt the vic- ſ-If : For, as the Text ſays 2 Chron. 
* Aſian ſhould come © Jernſa- 28. 20. Tiglathpilneſer cronbled Aha, 
Wer his Succeſs azainſt Damaſcus, but did not ſtrengthen him. 
uke the Advantage of the Naked- (c) Alterations, See 1 Kings 7. 27. 
ud Weakneſs of dah, which had and 2 Kings 16, 14, Cc. : 
ot are ſo often pillag d. And that d) Aſſyris. The King of 40) rie 23 
ae King of Aſſyria 0 againſt the calld in Ji. 10. 5. the Rod of his Ange2, 
ues of Fadah, was not ſo much L 
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But neglecting to pay the Tribute-Money, and inte 
ing to revolt by theAſſiſtance of the King of Eg pt, SA 
naſſar having early Intelligence of his Deſigns, marc 
with a vaſt Army directly to Samaria, and laid Siege 
it; which held out three Years, but at laſt was forc' 
ield, which was in the ninth and laſt Year of H. 
Reign. Salmanaſſar having taken the Place, put H 
in Irons and confined him cloſe, and carrying all | 
Captives into Aſſyria, he placed them in Halah -and 
Habor by the River Gozan, and in the Cities of AM 
Thus were ten Tribes diſpoſſeſſed of the Land of Can 
which God had given to their Fathers, (e) Becauſeth 
* obeyed not the Voice of the Lord their God, 
* tranſgreſſed his Covenant, and all that Moſes the$ 
* vant of the Lord had commanded, and would! 
ce hear them, nor do them: And of this Calan 
they had been often admoniſhed, and their Capti 
foretold by the (f) Prophets. 

Among the Captive {ſrae/ites that were led away! 
Salmanaſſar, was (g) Tobit, a Man of the Tribe and 
of Naphtali. He had ſerved God from his Infancy, 
done many Acts of Charity. He married a Wife dg 
own Tribe, called Ama, by whom he had a Son nan 
Tobias, or Tobit, whom he brought up very piouſly. 
their Captivity this little Family ſerved God, and wi 
not eat of the Food of the Heathens, but lived K* 


(e) Becauſe. See 2 Chron. 18. 12. and Tobit among their Canonical Book 
more at large 2 Kings 17. trom v. 7. Scripture, It is generally believ's 
to v. 24. Where the Juſtice of God have been writ by the two Tobi 
in diſinberiting the Iſraelites, and the there is no Certainty of that. It 1 
Cauſe of it, are very amply fer forth. ly the Book was firſt written in 

(f) Prophets, Iſaiah 8. 4. and 9. 9+ daick, which was the Language o. 
to the End. Hoſea 8. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, Country where Tobit was a Captive 
and ch. 13. 16. Amos 3. 9. to the Ferom tranſlated it from the (#4 
End; ch. 5. 2, 3, 5. and ch. 6. 7. and Original, which is now loſt ; from 
7. 17. And Micah 1. 5, 6, Cc. ch. 2. the Greek varies a little. I inſen 

„47 Oc, | Story here, becauſe it happened ® 

(g) Tobit. The Jews themſelves look d this Time as 1 can conjectule, #* 
upon the Hiſtory of Tobit to be true, the Sake of the divine Reyelats 
tho they have not placed the Book ot often mention'd in it. 


| for he Journey, Nd Haile, "/ac®, Go Hour 
122 man God which ahwellelh in heaven ert 
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anner of the Jews. His Piety was conſpicuous to all, 
d ſo won upon the Conqueror Salmanaſſar, that he 
ade him his Purveyor, and gave him Leave to go whi- 
erhe pleaſed. He made a pious Uſe of this Liberty, 
d from 1t took an Occaſion of viſiting and relieving his 
laved Countrymen. He went one Day to Rages, a 
ty of the Medes, with ten Talents of Silver, which 
e King had beſtowed on him, and finding Gabel, who 


lents, and took R eceipt. After the Death of Salma- 
ſar, Sennacherib perſecuted the Iſraelites, yet Tobit did 
t ceaſe to aſſiſt them; for he went daily to viſit his 
ndred, comforted and diſtributed among them what 
had, to the utmoſt of his Power; for he 180 the Hun- 
cloathed the Naked, and buried thoſe that died, or 
(been killed. King Sennacherib, after flying from the 
nd of Judah, by Reaſon of a Plague God had ſent a- 
ngſt his Soldiers, and retiring into his own Country, 
i Rage againſt the 7ſraelites, he caus'd many of them 
be ſlain, whoſe Bodies Tobit buried. The King be- 
inform'd of this, commanded him to be killed, and 
Goods to be ſeiz d. Tobit hearing this fled, and hav- 
been a Friend to many in Diſtreſs, did not now want 
rend to conceal him. About fix Weeks after the 
ig was murdered by his two Sons; upon which To- 
returned to his Houſe, and had all his Goods reſtor- 
to him. The Danger he had been in before did not 
er him from burying the Dead. And having one Day 
much fatigued himſelf in that charitable Office, he 
Own to ſleep under a Wall, and as he ſept, there 
irom a Swallow's Neſt ſome hot Dung into his Eyes, 
blinded him. This Affliction he bore with much Pa- 
Ice, in which Time he and his Wiſe were driven to 
u great Straights, that ſhe was forced to take in 
to maintain them. 
lit believing he had not long to live, gave his Son 


lent () Inſtructions, and ordered him to go to on 
4 


lofraGions. See T.bit 4. L 2 


s of his own Tribe, very poor, he lent him the ten 


* 1 
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bel at Rages, to recover the ten Talents he had lent h 
and return his Receipt. Young Tobias was unwill 
to undertake this Journey alone; therefore his Fatk 
bid him inquire for ſome civil Perſon to bear him C 
pany, whom he would requite for his Trouble. T 
Angel Raphael appeared to Tibias in the Shape «i 
young Iſraelite, and offered to conduct him to his! 
ther's Friend Gabel at Rages, at whole Houle he {: 
he had been, calling himſelf Azari.:h the Son of 4i 
nias, and promiſed to carry out and bring back: 
young Man in ſafety. As ſoon as they were gone,! 
bias's Mother wept, fearing ſhe ſhould never ſee hers 
again; but the Husband truſting in God, comforted h 
Tobias being on his Way, and coming to the River! 
gris, went to waſh his Feet, and ſaw a great Fiſh con! 
out of the Water, which he thought would devour hi 
but the Angel incouraged him; adviſing him to lay le 
of the Fiſh and pull it upon the Land: When he had 
done, the Angel bid him take the Intrails of it, and 
keep the Heart, the Gall and the Liver, aſſigning to 
Reaſon, that the Liver and the Heart being burnt ont 
Coals, the Smoke of them would drive away evil Spin 
and that the Gall was proper for curing of Blemiſhe: 
the Eyes. Then they dreſied ſome of the Fiſh, and fi 
ed up the reſt to ſerve them till they came to their ot 
ney's End. 

Being come near Ecbatan, a City of Media, the An, 
told Tobias there was a Man in that City called Ray! 
who was of the ſame Tribe, and his near Kinſman ;t! 
he ſhould go and lodge at his Houſe, ask his Daugit 
in Marriage, and by that Means he would get all he Ir 
Tobias told him he was informed ſhe had been married 
ready to ſeven Husbands, who were all dead, and i 
the evil Spirit had killed them; that he feared the (a 
Fate would befal him, and being an only Son, his Dei 
would cauſe ſo great Affliction and Grief to his Parenl 
that it would haſten their End. The Angel an{we! 
That the Perſons over whom the evil Spirit had Fot 
were ſuch as married without the Fear of God, ande 
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thought of ſatisfying their brutal Appetite like Beaſts ; 
t to prevent the Misfortune that had beſallen the o- 
rs, When he married the young Woman, he ſhould 
&y obſerve Continence for the firſt three Days, 
ally devoting himſelf and his Wife to Prayer. That 
firſt Night he ſhould lay the Liver of the Fiſh on 
Fire, and it would drive away the evil Spirit ; 
| when the third Night was paſled, he ſhould 
e the young Woman in the Fear of the Lord, and 
the Sake of having Children. 

'bias being arrived at Raguel's Houſe, is received with 
< Joy and Reſpect, which incouraged the young Man 
lemand his Daughter in Marriage. Raguel at firſt 
de ſome Difficulty to give her, fearing that the ſame 
chief might fall on him, which had happened to the 
xr ſeven that had married her; but the | me bidding 
not ſear, he without more to do gave her to him. 
as punct ually performed what the Angel had injoined 
in Regard of his Wife; for he roaſted the Liver of 
Fiſh on the Coals, and ſpent three Nights in Conti- 
te and Prayer. Raguel, who expected the Death of 
his Eighth Son-in-Law, was ſurprized and amazed 
e him alive and well in the Morning; and for Joy of 
made a Feaſt, and conjured his Son Tobias to ſtay 
i him a Fortnight. In which Time, that he might 
ſem to neglect his Father's Affairs, whilſt he was 
weed at his Father-in-Law's Houſe a merry-making, 
ntreated the Angel, whom he took {till to be Axa- 
to go to Rages, to receive the Money of Gabel, 
ch he owed to his Father. The Angel did fo, went 
received the Money, told Gabel what had hap- 
a to young Tobias, and conducted him to the Wed- 


the meam Time old Tobit and his Wife were in 
it Pain for their Son. The Mother was inconſolable, 
the Father {till had Hopes. And now Tobias conſi- 
ag his Parents Uneaſineſs at his long Abſence, took 
wof his Father-in-Law, and ſet out with the Angel, 
ite, Men and Woman-Servants, Cattle and Camels, 
L 3 which 
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which carried a conſiderable Sum of Money. They 
rived in eleven Days at Charan, which is not far ff 
Nineveh. The Angel and Tobias ſet out before 
Wife; and the Dog that had gone with them! 
Home before them. By this the good old Parents kn 
their Son was not far off, and went out to meet him. 
ter Imbraces and mutual Salutations, Tobias rubbing! 
Father's Eyes with the Fiſh's Gall, a Sort of white; 
dropped from them, and the old Man recovered | 
Sight. Sarah, Tobias's Wife, and all their Family e 
ſeven Days after; and being now all met, there y 
great Feaſting and Rejoycing * a whole Week; at 
which Tobias deſigning to reward Azariah, offeredk 
half of all that he had brought Home from his Journ 
Upon which, he, whom they took for Azariah, dec 
ed he was the Angel Raphael, and vaniſhed. Tobi 
ed to be an hundred and eight and fifty Years old. | 
fore his Death he foretold the approaching Deſtruii 
of Niniveh, and the Rebuilding of Jeruſalem, He. 
viſed his Son to depart from Nineveh with his ſer 
Children, as ſoon as his Mother was dead. The 
obeyed him, and immediately after the Deceaſe of 
Mother, taking his Wife, Children, and Grand- 
dren, he left Nineveh, and returned to his Father: 
Mother-in-Law, whom he found {till living in a g 
old Age. Upon Raguel's Death he inherited allt 
he had, and, having lived a hundred. and ſeven 1 
twenty Years, died in the Fear of the Lord. 
The poor Jſraelites being forced out of their 0 
Country, the Aſhrian King drew out ſeveral Colonies 
his own People from Babylon, and other Provinces, 
{ent them into (i) Canaan, where they took Poſleſſio 


(i) Canaan. This re pling of Fa. ble, that the Country lay waſte 15 
maria and other Cities oe is aſcrib- inhabited ſo many Years, 38 Wer 
ed to Eſarhaddon, Ezra 4+ 2+ But he be- the Grand-father and Grand-10N », 
ing the Grand-ſon of Saimanaſſar, by whether they, who were fent 
whom the Country was depopulated, it Haddon, might not in all Likelihu% 
may be conlidered, whether it be proba- ſecond Colony. 
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ner Cities, and dwelt in them; but polluting the Holy 
nd with various Idolatries, the Lord ſent ( Lions 
ong them, which ſlew many of them. The People 
ributing this Affliction to their not adoring the God 
hte Country in ſuch Manner as he would be worſhip- 


m. n, diſpatched 1 to the King of Aſhria, 
ine equaint him that the God of the Land had ſent Lions 
te Dung them, becauſe they, not knowing how that God 


ud be ſerved, had performed no Worſhip to him. 
vn this the King ordered that one of the Prieſts that 
been brought Captive out of the Land of 1ſrael, 
uld be carried back thither, to inſtru& theſe new In- 
ed ants in the Worſhip of the God of the Land. Ac- 
dum ingly one of the captive Prieſts was ſent, who ſettled 
JecW5:the!, and taught the People how they ſhould () fear 


% WF Lord. Bur theſe Colonies conſiſting of a Mixture 
1, J eople of ſeveral Nations and Provinces, each made 
rue of their own, according to the Manner of the 
He Wt from which they came, and put them in the Hou- 
« {MW of the High Places, which the (m Iſraelites had 
"he Hie. Thus there came amongſt them a confuſed Mix- 
- of We: of the Worſhip of the true God, and of falſe Deities, 


Jet the ſame Time ſerving the true God, and their 


her Idols: The laſt of which were many and various, 
ding to the Cuſtom of the Country from whence 
all came. They that came from Baby/on ſet up (u) Suc- 


en h for their God. They that came from Chuthath 

le (o) Nergal their God. The Men of Hamath ſet up 
ir of Aima. The Avites had two Gods, (q) Nibhaz and 
onies L 4 (r) Tartak 


Liens, See 2 Kings 17. 25. and Aar. I. 4. c. 7. a 
Fer. That is, how they ſhculd (o) Nergal. The Hebrew Doctors call 
wp the Calf, as the degenerated 1/- this the Gallas Sylveftris, others, a Wood- 


* dad done. cock, But D' Aſſigny, I. 1. p. 103. ſays, 
ſte Iſraelites, 2 Kings 17. 29. they MNergal was 2 continual Fire. 


Aud Samaritans, becauſe Samaria (p) Aſhima was repreſented by a Goar. 
de Metropolis, or chief City of that Godwyn, ut ſupra, 

wp () Nibhaz, Supposd to be the fame 
Incothbenoth was the Picture of 2 wita Anubis, which the Egyptians Word 
"th her Chicken, Godozyn, Meſ, ſhippęd in the Image ot 2 Dogs 
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(r) Tartak. They that came from Sepharvaim had t 
(s) Adramelech and (t) Anamme lech. 

Tho' this Captivity, and the Afflictions that attend 
it, were a literal Completion of what the Prophets 
told the Mraelites would inevitably befal them for th 
Diſobedience; yet were they ſo far from being reclaim: 
that they perſiſted in their wicked Courſe of Idolatryn 
neglected the Statutes and Laws, which the Lord had: 
ven to their Forefathers. This was the End of the 
raelitiſb Kingdom, and the Beginning of that Mung 
People, which were afterwards called Samaritans ; En 
mies to the Jews, and, as ſuch, rejected by them. 

The Kingdom of Iſrael thus extinguiſhed, that of, 
dah had a longer Period, continuing about a hundn 
and forty Years after the Captivity of 1ſrael commence 
Good Hezekiah ſucceeding his wicked Father Ahaz, | 
gan his Reign in the third Year of Hoſhea, and int 
ix and twentieth Year of his own Age. God blel 
him with nine and twenty Years Reign of Plenty i 
Proſperity ; for he was a religious Prince, and permitt 
no other Worſhip throughout his Dominions, but that 
the true God, as it had been appointed by the LL 
The very firſt Month of the firſt Year of his Reign 
cauſed the Gates of the Temple, which his Father! 
ſhut up, to be opened, and the Fabrick to be repair 
Then giving Order to the Prieſts and Levites to ſand 
themſelves, he cauſed them to cleanſe it, and put 
Things in Order. When the Temple was cleanſed, t 
King; having recovered all the Veſſels and Utenſilst 
could be found, had them cleanſed, and placed bel 
the Altar of the Lord. Pious Hezekiah having thus p! 
pared all Things for the Worſhip of his God, wentea 


in the Morning to the Temple, attended with = ch 
cet 


(r) Tartak. Worſhipped in the Form Horſe, But becauſe the Sepbu 
of an Als. ; 2 Kings 17. 31. ate ſaid to burn tet” 

(s) Adramelech. Repreſented in the dren in the Fire to theſe Gods, ſun 
Form of a Mule. thence conjectured, that thele (0 "Le, 
% Anammeiech, In the Form of a were the ſame with Aaloch. 
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| rnfficers ; where he offered Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices 

uch Abundance, that the Prieſts were too few to {lay 
eniWn, and were forced to accept of the Help of the Le- 
ts MY, who (ſo great was the Cee then in the 
tha ethood) were more ready to ſanctity themſelves than 
zine} Prieſts. Thus was the Service of the Houſe of the 
ry revived and ſet in Order to the mutual Joy and Sa- 
ad action both of King and People. And now a Way be- 
opened for a thoroughReformation,theKing propoſed 
reviving of the Paflover ; which, by Reaſon of the 
ion of the Kingdom, and the frequent Commotions 
t had happened thereupon, had not been regularly 
erved for a long Time. Wherefore conſulting with 
Princes, it was agreed, that ſince it could not be kept 
he firſt Month, (which was the uſual Time for it) 
zuſe there was not a ſufficient Number of Prieſts 
tified, and the People could not have timely Notice 
lemble at Jeruſalem, it ſhould be kept in the ſecond 
nth, and Proclamation to be made from Dan to Ben- 
to invite not only the two Tribes of the Kingdom 
that dab, but all thoſe of the ten Tribes of Mael, that 
e L eſcaped the Captivity. Accordingly (v) Letters 
100 We ſent by Poſt from the King throughout all 1ſrael 
er Mh. But when the Meſlengers came to the Coun- 
pain of Ephraim, Manaſſeh and Zebulun, they were de- 
ance and uncivilly uſed. However, ſeveral of the Tribes 


put Wilber, Manaſſeh and Zebulun, gladly imbraced the Op- 
ed, (Wtunity of Worſhipping the Lord the true Way, and 
ils eto Jeruſalem. As for the Men of Judah, the Power 
beige wrought ſo effectually upon them, that they una- 


ouſly obeyed the King and his Princes, who, they 

ſenſible, ated by the Command of the Lord. 

ll Things being prepared, as well as the Time would 

dit, and the idolatrous Altars in Jeruſalem demoliſhed 

trown into the Book Kidron, the People met, and 

ue fourteenth Day of the ſecond Month, at > 
the 


Uttrrs, See 2 Chron. 30. 6. 
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the Paſſover. But good King Hezekiab fearing that in: 
great a Multitude there might be ſome who had not 
lerved the Ceremony of ſanctifying themſelves, offe 
this atoning (w) Prayer for them, The good Lord p 
** don every one, that prepareth his Heart to ſeek G 
even the Lord God of his Fathers; altho' he ben 
_® cleanſed, according to the Purification of the Sand 
ary.” The Paſſover being over, the King command 
all that were preſent to go into all the Cities of Jud 
and break down the Images, burn the Groves, and« 
moliſh the High Places and Altars, not only in Ju 
but in all Parts of Benjamin, and in thoſe Places off 
phraim and Manaſſeh, which were ſubje& to Judah, | 
tine, he reſtored the ancient Worſhip, that had be 
uſed in the Temple in all its Solemnities, allotting 
the Prieſts and Levites their reſpective Services and 4 
lowances of Proviſions and other Neceſſaries. And: 
perfect the Reformation in Point of Religion, he br 
in Pieces the Brazen Serpent which Moſes had mad 
_ the People had offered Sacrifice to it till th 
ime. 

Hezekiah continuing ſtrict in the Worſhip of the Lot 
his Piety was rewarded with a proſperous Reign ; and 
merited the Title of The belt King of Judah (x) bt 
fore and after his Time. He recovered thoſe Citi 
which the Philiſtines had taken from his Father in tl 
Low-Country, and South Parts of Judah ; and bein 
uneaſy under the Tribute which his Father had ingag 
to pay to the King of AHria, he refuſed to pay it a 
longer. Upon this Sennacherib enters Judah in the fol 
teenth Year of Hezekiah's Reign, and beſieging {ere 
Cities, took them. Which Hezekiah hearing, and 71g! 
ly conjecturing that he would at laſt bend his wid 
Force againſt Jeruſalem, reſolved while he had Tie! 

m 


«c 


(*) Prayer, See 2 Chron. 30. 18, 19. the Time of Solomon. fo Thi 
In which Chapter is ſet down the reſt (x) Before, That muſt be meal - 1 
of this preat Solemnity, the greateſt that the Diviſion of the Kingdom. 
kad been performed in Jeraſalem, ſince 
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tin We it as ſtrong as he could: And to ſupply himſelf, 
ot 088 ſtraiten the Enemy, he ſtopped up all the Springs 
oe. out the City, and turn'd the Brook Gihon into the 
0M; Then he repaired the ) Wall, made ſeveral 
x ( w Fortifications, and added another Wall without the 
ve one. He likewiſe repaired the Citadel Milo, and 
anc vided che City with all Manner of warlike Ammu- 
tion. 

Notwithſtanding theſe Preparations, Hezekiah wiſely 
didering the Inequality of Power, thought it ſafer to 
bmit and compound the Matter, than to run the Ha- 
d of a Battle, and ſuffer his Country to be ravaged and 
ndered by the Enemy. To which End he ſent Am- 
ſadors to Sennacherib, who then was before Lachiſb, 
{by them acknowledging his Offence, intreated him 
withdraw his Army, promiſing to ſubmit to what 
ms he pleaſed. The haughty AHrian Monarch de- 
nds (2) thirty Talents of Gold, and (a) three hun- 
d Talents of Silver; which Hezekiah with much Dif- 
ty did, for he was forced to {trip the Temple and 
| own Palace. Baſe Sennacherib having received the 
oney, refuſes to ſtand to the Agreement, and, . 
raiſing the Siege, or withdrawing his Army, -_ 
y a large Detachment under the Command of three 
nerals, Tartan, Rabſaris and Ra#ſhekeh, to take Poſ- 


" a lion of Jeruſalem ; where Ralſbebeh, in the Name of his 
bel aſter, and in great Contempt of the God of Iſrael and 
+ Ing Hezekiab, demanded the Surrender of the City. 


wkiah had ſent three of his Miniſters to parly with 
three Aſhrian Generals, viz. Eliakim, Comptroller of 


 Houſhold ; Shebna, the Secretary; and Joab, the Re- 
corder. 


| Wall. This 1 ſuppoſe was that ot Gold come to one hundred thirty-five 
do the Wall which Joaſh, E ing of thouſand Pounds. 
„ lad broke down in the Time or (a) Three, & c. Thiee hundred Ta- 


wah, King of Jadab, 2 Chron. 25. lents of Silver, at three hundred ſeventy- 
five Pounds each, come ro one hun- 


F Thirty, Sc. At four thouſand five dred twelve thouland and five hundred 
Sd Pounds a-piece, thirty Talents Pounds. 
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corder. To theſe Rabſhekeh addreſſed himſelf after thy 
inſolent Manner in the Jewiſh Language, which he g 
tinued to repeat, that the People, hearing his proy 
Threats and vain Boaſtings, might be afraid, and inclin 
the King to yield to their inſolent Demands. The thy 
Miniſters return to Hezekiah in a very mournful Manger 
and relate to him what had paſled between the A 
Commanders and them; upon which the King ſent E 
akim and Shebua to 1ſaiah, to deſire him to conſult t 
Lord for them : Who not in the leaſt diſmayed at the 4; 
rogance of the blaſphemous King of Aria, retum 
this ſhort and comfortable (v) Anſwer to the King 
Judah; © Thus ſaith the Lord, be not afraid of th 
Words which thou haſt heard, with which the & 
** vant of the King of Mia hath blaſphemed me. 
hold I will ſend a Blaſt upon him; and he ſhall hex 
* a Rumour, and ſhall return to his own Land, and 
** will cauſe him to fall by the Sword in his own Land” 

Rabſhekeh having ſummoned Jeruſalem to yield, al 
receiving no Anſwer, returned to his Maſter, who ms 
incamped before Lilnah. Here it was that Sennadxi 
heard the Rumour, which God threatned by Jai; 
which was, that his Country was invaded by Tir 
King of Ethiopia. Wherefore reſolving to return Hon: 
with all Speed, he ſent a ſecond Summons to Hezzlia, 
as blaſphemous and as inſolent as the former. Hu 
having read the Letter, went into the Temple, an 
ſpreading it before the Lord, he prayed to him tor De- 
verance from the King of Hria. Hezekiah had no foot 
er made hs Prayer, but the Lord returned him anotie! 
comfortable (c) Anſwer by the Prophet Iſaiah, wii 
was an Aſſurance of ſpeedy Deliverance ; for the Kingd 
Aria ſhould not attack Jeruſalem, but return withoi 
doing any Hurt. This was ſoon verified; for in that {art 
Night the Angel of the Lord came into the Camp of & 


nacheſi 


(b) Anſwer. See Iſai. 37. 6: 7» Oc. 
(c Anſwer. See 2 Kings 19. 20. 
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;kerib and (d) flew a hundred and eighty thouſand, 


o were all choice Men. (e) Sennacherib the next Day 
ing ſuch a Slaughter of his People, haſtned with the 
{into his own Country, and took up his Reſidence at 
eve; where he had not long been, but one Day, as 
was worſhipping in the Temple of () Niſroch, his 
xd, his two unnatural Sons, Adrammelech and Sharezar, 
aſſaſſinated him; who eſcaping into Armenia, made 
ay for Eſarhaddon, their Brother, to aſcend the Aſſyrian 
hrone. After this Defeat of Sennacherib, Hexekiah was 
much reſpected by all the neighbouring Princes, ſe- 
ral ſending him — ; ſo that he became exceeding 
and powerful · In the midſt of all which he is ſeized 
a mortal Diſeaſe, and to aſſure him it was ſo, the Pro- 
et Iſaiah, in the Name of the Lord came to adviſe him 


ſettle his Affairs, for he ſhould die; and then with- 
ew. Hezekiah knew no other Way to deprecate this 
ntence,but by applying directly to his God, whom he 
us addreſs'd: Remember me, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee; how I walked before thee in Truth, and with 


New, What Manner of Death 
e Men died is not mentioned in the 
u, [5 that there is Room tor Varicty 
Lonjecture, Tho moſt agree it was a 
! of Suffocation, probably occaſioned 
Lyhtning, 
* Seunacherib., He being the grand 
rider in this Caſe, and his People 
u Subjects obeying him; it may be 
ca why he eſcaped in this great Slaugh- 
To which Interpreters anſwer, 
rhat he might: be feniible of that 
| Power which he had ſo inſolently 
pe med. And, 2. That atter he had 
| the Slaughter of his People, and 
netully fled, he might die a more 
*210Us and 1gn miniuus Death, by the 
des ot his unnatural Sons. 
0 Mſroch. Some take this God to 
de Figure of Noah's Ark, others of an 


W) Aſaſſnated. The Cauſe of this 
Fe is not mentioned in the Holy 


. 


cc 


a per- 


Text. But Dr. Prideanx in his Intro- 
duction to the Reading ot Hiſtory, p. 154. 
gives this plauſible Account. When Fen- 
nacherib was got Home, with the L ſsot 
ſo great an Army, he demanded of ſome 
abuut him, what the Reaſon might be, 
that the irreſiſtible God ot Heaven 1- ta- 
voured the Feniſh Nation? To which 
he was anſwered, That Abraham, trom 
whom they were deſcended, by facri- 
hcing his only Son to him, had purchaſ- 
ed this Protection to his Progeny. W here- 
upon the King replied, © It that will 
** win him, III ſpare him two of my 
* Sons, to gain him to my Side. Which 
when his two Sons, Sharezar and A- 
drammelech heard, they reſolved to pre 
vent their own Deaths by his. To theſe 
Times may be referred thoſe Propheſies ot 
Iſaiah which are contained in ch. 10. 
and in ch. 14. 25. and 31. 8. and Mc 
of Micah, ch. 3. 6. 
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** perfect Heart; and have done that which is good Wot! 
** thy Sight.” This ſhort Prayer had ſo good Effe yu 
God, that before 1Jaiah was got into the Middle of. 
Court, the Spirit of the Lord bid him return, and iz 
Hezekiah, that he had heard his Prayers, and ſeen ico 
Tears; that he ſhould recover in three Days, and that Wick 
would add fifteen Years to his Life; giving him a: He! 
{ame Lime an Aflurance of his Care and Protection Win 
him and his People. Hezekiah in Surpriſe at the ſu 
Reverſe of his Doom, asked the Prophet by what SMart 
he might know he ſhould recover. Iſaiah told him, Mee 
might take his Choice; either to have the Shadow oi ! 
the Sun-Dial go ten Degrees forward or backward; ina G 
he choſe the latter, which accordingly came to He 
Then the Prophet ordered a Lump of dry Figs to be . 
upon the King's Ulcer, and he recovered. Immediate 


after which he drew up a lamentable Memorial of in 
Affliction upon the Thought of his Death, and a gu 
ful Acknowledgment of his Recovery; which he conf 
mitted to () Writing. The Fame of this Cure, andi 
Miracle attending it ſpread ſo far, that it reached their 
of Morodach Baladan King of (i) Babylon, who ſent An ch: 
baſladors with Letters and Preſents to congratulate 1 ' 
kiah's Recovery; who thinking he could not more boiſe < 
nourably return the Compliment than by ſhewing tie 
the Grandeur of his Kingdom, very ( indiſcreetly gi 
them a Sight of all his Strength and Treaſure. fe 
which Iſaiah by the Order of God reproved him ſever i: 
ly, and foretold that the Day would come, when all gi; 
Treaſures he had gathered, and his Children alſo ſhout» 
be carried into Babylon. Hezekiah having erred tn: 
human Weakneſs, not Stubbornneſs, (7) humbly bog 
. 
0 
(hb) Writing, See Iſu. 38. 9, &c. coſt Nations dear ; and have been 4 =, 
(i) Babylon. Ar that Time Babylon the Occaſion of drawing the bach 10 


Was 2 Tr butaty ol the Aſſyrian Men ir- People into the Roman Empire. 
chy, and though Morodach Baladan is (1) Humbly, This ſhews that Han 
called King, he is thought to be no more had ſome Ottentation or Vanity 
than Vice-r y. ing bis Tccaſures to the Babi! 
(t) Indiſcreetly. Such Actions have b4lladors, 
4 
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the Judgment, replyed, *©* Good is the Word of the 
Lord which thou haſt ſpoken, ſeeing there ſhall be 
Peace and Truth in my Days.” 
zehiah reigned, is not certain; tho this is the laſt Act 
corded of him. Undoubtedly in fifteen Years after his 
ckneſs, ſo pious and good a Prince did many Things for 
Honour of God, and the Good of his People; but 
ing only recorded in the Chronicles of the Kings of 
ah, we are deprived of the Memoirs of the latter 
rt of this and other Kings Lives. He was buried in 
e chief Sepulchre of the Sons of David, and all Ju- 
lamented his Death, and did him Honour.“ 

Good King Hezekiah is ſucceeded by his Son Manaſſeh, 
the Age of twelve Years. Tho' he was but young, 
the could not be a Stranger to the happy Reign of 
pious Father, whoſe Example he was ſo far from imi- 
ing, that he acted directly contrary to him in all 
tings, eſpecially in what related to the Worſhip of 
d; for he adored Idols, reſtored the High Places, erec- 
Altars to Baal, ſet up an Idol in the Temple, made 
Son paſs thro the Fire, and made uſe of Diviners, 
chanters, and thoſe who ſaid they had familiar Spirits. 
e was naturally very cruel; for, to add to the reſt of 
Crimes, he is ſaid to have ſhed ſo much (n) innocent 


the 
Ui 
Fo 
Vert In Hezekiab's Reign we read of two 
[| th Miniſters, Eliakim and Shebna, who 
lem to receive the King ot A- 
101: Mellage by Rabſhekeby and atter- 
ho” <onfule che Prophet Iſaiah a- 


2 Kings 18. 17, 18. and ch. 19. 
labim was a good Man; but Sheb- 
Wicked Man. The Prophet Iſai- 
. Was ſent by the Lord to Sheb- 
0 * him, and tell him, char 
id not only throw him out of 
due aud place Eliakim in them, 
2 end tum away Captive, and would 
1chardl 1 turn and toſs him, like a Bull, 


* ge Country, rrhere he ſhould dic 


159 


Ho long after this 


Blood, 


And he would give his Office to Elia- 
kim, (whom he had ſupplanted, and gut- 
ten fr. m him the Ofhce of Treaſuret) 
and would make Eliaktim 2 Father to 
the Inhabitants of Fernſalem, and to the 
Houle ot Judah. 


(m) Innocent. Amongſt the reſt that 
made up this purple Stream, it is more 
than probable, the innocent Blood ct the 
Prophet Iſaiah was ſpilt. For tho* the 
Holy Text gives no Account of his Death, 
yer Eccleſiaſticx Writers tell us, that un- 
der this King Manaſſeh (who 1s report- 
ed ro have been tus Son-in-Law) he 
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Blood, that Jeruſalem was filled with it. By theſe h 
rid Impieties he provoked the Lord to ſend his Pro 
to him with this dreadful Meſſage; That-he would br 


ſuch Calamities upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that yi 
{oever ſhould hear of them, they ſhould make their E 
to tingle: Declaring that he would forſake the Reni 
of his Inheritance, and deliver them into the Hands 
their Enemies. Theſe Judgments ſoon came to pal 
for God permitted the Afſyrians to enter Judah, 1 
committed all Manner of Outrage, and ſeizing the 
ty King, who hid himſelf among the Briars, put 
in Irons, and, with his People, carried him Priſoner 

Babylon. | 
AManaſſeh in this Diſtreſs came to himſelf, and cn 
dering the Hand of God was juſt upon him for his! 
minable Practices, he, in moſt pungent Sorrow and & 
of his Condition, addreſſed himſelf to God, who gn 
ouſly accepted his Prayers, and reſtored him to his Kin 
dom. Upon his Return, to manifeſt the Sincerity of 
Repentance, he removed the Idols and Altars of {tra 
Gods out of the Temple, and ſuffered none of then 
remain in Jeruſalem. Then repairing the Altar ol 
Lord, he ſacrificed thereon Burnt-Offerings,and Than 
Offerings, and obliged the People of Judah to le 
the Lord. However, the People did ſtill ſacrifice int 
High Places, not to Idols, but to the Lord their b 
only. And as he reformed in Matters of Religion 10 
did in thoſe of the State; for he garriſon'd his Tov 
and built a very high Wall, to incloſe Mount Sou in 
City. Having reigned five and fifty Years, he died, 
was buried (not as the good Kings of Judah, — 
0 


was in his extream Age, after he had piſ ile t) the Hebrews might refer N 
lived more than a hundred Years, and be taid, they were ſawed af,ꝭdd * 
ropheed more than lixty of them, moſt 11. 37. He c.llected into one) 
ai baroutly put to Deatu, by being lawed all the Prophecies he had ms * 
in two with a wouden Saw. To which the Kings, Uzxziah, Jotham, = 
very probably the Author ut the E- Her ehiab. 
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Joſiah deſtroyech Idolawy. : 
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Royal Sepulchre ) in the (=) Garden of his own Houſe; 
led the Garden of Vzzah. 
Ames his Son ſucceeded him, who inherited the worſt 
his Father's Vices; and followed the ill Example he 
a ſet him in the Beginning of his Reign, for which 
od ſhortned his Government, by permitting his Ser- 
ts to conſpire againſt him, and ſlay him. However: 
wicked as he was, his Death was reveng'd ; for the 
ople put the Conſpirators to Death, and placed his Son 
) 7ſ6.:h upon the Throne, who was then a Child but 
alt Years old. : . 
This youthful Prince gave ſuch early Tokens of a pious 
eius, that the Lord took him into his immediate Cares 
d He his Conduct from the Example of his moſt 
ous Predeceſſors. This recommended him ſtill to the 
ore immediate Providence of God; who inſpir'd him 
ith Divine Graces; for in the (p) eighth Year of his 
in, he not only deſtroyed the Idols and Altars of 
Lu, but the Altar at Bethel, and thoſe that were in 
be High Places, with all other Things that tended to 
toatry. And to ſhew his Contempt of Berhel, where 

aboam had ſer up one of the Calf-Idols, he ſert the Aſhes 
the idolatrous Things, that he had burnt, thither. And: 
o beſatisfied in a thoro” Purgarion of the Idolatrous Wor- 
hip, he viſited Bethel in Perſon, where after many Ex- 
reſſions of Zeal for the Service of the true God, he not 
ly depoſed the falſe Prieſts, but ſeeing many Monu- 
znts of the Dead in the Mount, he ordered the Bones 
Vol 2.] to 


Garden. See 3 Kings 21. 18. Prophet Hoſea, which cannot be. 
bis Reign was the longeſt of The Septragint turn the Word Hoxai 
on the Kings of Judah or Iſrael, by that of Scers, making it not 2 
bd hat his Captivity was in a tew proper, but common Name; froml 
us after his Acceſhon to the Which Fatables rightly calls them 
"own, yet we have very little faid Prophets: For ſo was Samael called, 
um in the Holy Scriptures after when Saul went to inquire of bim. 
6 Reſtiuration; but are referred (0) Joſrah. This was the King, 
i Book ot the & ers for the fol- who was propheſied of by Name 
er part ot his Reign. Who theſe above three hundred Years before 
"+ were, is differently opined. he was born. 1 Kings 13. 2. 
pour Ma'gia they are called Haxai, (p) Eighth. See 2 Chron, 34. 2. 
uh the Jews Will have to be the 
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to be taken out of them and burnt upon one of the 4 
tars. But by the Inſcription diſcovering the Monumen 
of the (4) Man of God, that came from Judah, to d 
clare againſt the Altar at Bethel, he would not let h 
Bones be moved. Jof carried this Reformation thy 
all the Cities of Samaria that were ſubject to the Croy 
of Judah. And where-ever he found any Prieſts of t 
Levitical Order, that had ſacrificed to Idols, he depot 
them from their Sacerdotal Office; yet ſacrificed the 
Pricſts upon their own Altars, and burnt their Bor 
there. But all this while that the King was zealous; 
reviving the Worſhip of the Lord God of 1{ael, t 
People ſhewed ſo much Indifference and Unwillingnd 
in it, that he was forced to make uſe of his Royal PI 
to compel them. So dangerous are ill Habits, and dib. 
cult to be ſhaken off. Of ehis the Prophet (r) eral 1 
very much complain'd. * 
This pious Prince having ſo happily carried on . 
Reformation in the diſtant Parts of the Kingdom, baden 
dered the Temple at Jeruſalem to be repaired and claſh 
ed of all the Remains of Idolatry ; and having loch 
the Money, which the Officers by his Command had. 
lected for this Work, in the Temple, whilſt Hikd 
the High- Prieſt was locking up the Money, he found 
(s) Book of the Law, which being brought to the King: i: 
and read by Shaphan the Chancellor to him, he rent lu... 
Robes, and immediately commanded Hilliab and tie 


Princes of the Kingdom, to go and inquireof * ink 
| (f den 


() Man, Ct. See 1 Kings 13.31. all the Holy Books they could me . 
2 Kinzs 13. 18. 1 Kings 15, 11. with. So that King Joſiah e 
(r) Jeremy. See Ch. 3. 4, 5. had not the Book ot the Law; 0 12 
(s) Pook, This was the Book of when Shaphan the Chancellor 1 ba, 1 
Demteronomy, or rather the whole it before the King, he was 10 cot enho 
Pentatench, 2 Chron. 34. 14. Which cern'd that he had been ignorant f, 
Moſes by the Command of God had it all this while, that in Griei : 
laid up in the Ark. Which Book rent his Robes : Though ſome a0 er » 
having been ſo neglected by Ma- Opinion that his Grief pro mafia 


naſſeh aud Amon, it was look'd upon from the heavy Judgments proud er; 
as an extraordinary Thing to find it ced therein againſt the Tra pre fra: 
in the Temple. For thoſe two im- of it. m) x 
pigus Kings had burnt or ſuppreſs d e mi 


4 


bring againſt 


) Haldab. She was a Woman 
y mich reverenced and eſteemed 
her Age, Wiidom and Piety ; as 
ered ot other Women before, viz. 
rah, Jadg. 4. and Hannah the 
Mer Ot Sammel I. 1. c. 2. And 
crete there is no Ground for 
nking it ſtraype, that at a Time 
den there wWeie Men Prophets, and 
eminent as Jeremy and Zephany, 
nz foftab ſhould ſend his Miniſters 
wquire at the Mouth ot a Wo- 
+ Belides, as Sr. Ferom, J. 2. con- 
2 Pelag. Well Oblerves, God in di- 
Ning them to conſult a Woman on 
olemn and important an Occa- 
n, might do it, as a ſecret Repre- 
£101 tor their own want of San- 
y; tor tho* Jeremy the Prophet 
* tuen in Being, and propheſied, 
Fe poſſibly he might be at ſome 
"ance trom Fernſalem ; ( tor as he 
"rs, & 1. u. 1. he dweit at 
f ihorh, three Miles trom Fernſa- 
and belides, as others obſerve, 
* Mgit pollibly be ingaged in ad- 


ok VI. of the Holy Bible. 163 


him and themſelves what they ſhould do, for Fear 
ds Wrath ſhould be executed on them, for the Wicks 
nes of their Predeceſſors, that had fo flagrantly diſ- 
yed the Words of the Law. Upon which Hilkiah 
ended with the great Miniſters went to () Huldah the 
opheteſs, the Wife of (v) Shallum, Keeper of the Ward- 
x, who dwelt in the (2% College in Jeruſalem: And 
ving imparted their Buſineſs to her, ſhe told them, 
hat the Evils threatned in the Book of the Law would 
on fall on the Houſe of Judah; but for the King; 
uſe he had humbled himſelf when he heard the 
dements denounced againſt the People, he ſhould die 
King in Peace, and ſee none of the Evils he intended 
Feruſalem, and the Inhabirants of it. 

With this Anſwer they return'd to the King, who 
creupon aſſembled the People, and went with them to 
e Temple; where, when he had diſtinctly read to 
m the Words of the Book of the Law, he entred in- 
da Covenant to obſerve all that was contained in i 


ang 


— 


moniſhing and inftruting Part of 
the other ten Tribes; ſo that the 
King being impatient to know what 
to do to avert the Judgments threat- 
ned in the Book ot the Law againſt 
the Violaters ot it (as chey all at that 
Time were) took the ſpecdieſt Way, 
and, as it proved, the beſt, tor Sa- 
tistaction in this Caſe. 

(v) Shallum. The Jews ſay, that 
this Shallum was the Uncle ot Jere- 
mys Father. : 

(w) College; That is, in the Second 
City, near the ſecond Wall ot the Ci- 
ty (tor in thoſe Days great Towns 
had three Walls.) The Chaldee Para- 
phraſe calls this iccond City, 2 Houſe 
ot L-arning, cr School; and Vata- 

lus ſays, it held the ſecond Place ot 
Dignity next to the Temple, and in 
nich che Prophets and Doctors lĩved; 
others, that it was a School 1 * 
fane Learning, which is very likely 
at this Time, when there wele no 
Books ot che Law in Being, that they 
kaew ot. 
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and ingaged all the People to ſtand to that Covenay, 
Then he kept the Paſſover with ſuch State and Solemniry, 
as had never been obſerv d from the Days of (x) 5. 
muel to that T. me. 

Theſe Tranſactions, from the finding the Book of th 
Law, to the keeping the Paſſover, were in the eighteen 
Var of Jojah's Reign; from which Time to his on 
and thirtieth Year, which was his laſt, we have no 4c 


count of him, but are referred to the Book of the King 
of Hfrael and Judah. The laſt Act of this King ws fn 
oppoſing Necho King of Egypt, who marching thro! , 


fab's Country to attack Carchemiſh, a Place belonging y 
the King of ()) Babylon, Foſiah immediately march 
againſt hm. The Egyptian King hearing this, ſent An. 
baſſadors to deſire him to defiſt ; for he declared he cm: 
not to invade his Territories, but to do himſelf Juſt: 


on the King of Babylon; aſſuring him at the ſame Ting, 
that what he did was by (z) Inſtruction from God. But 
Joſiah having fo far advanced with his Army would nt 
(a) believe the Egyptian King, for he did not know tix 


(x) Samne!. See 2 Chron. 35. 18. 


(y) Babylon. He is called King 
of Aria, 2 Kings 23+ 29. but that 
cannot be properly meant ſo; tor 
at that Time Aria was under Na- 
bopollaſar (who is called Nabuchodo- 
noſor Senior) King of Babylon, who 
was Kingot Babylon and Aria too. 


Beſides, Aſarhaddon was the Son of 


Sennacherib , who reigned but ten 
Years after the Defeat of his Army 
by the Angel in Fadea, the laſt King 
ot Aſſyria, properly ſpeaking. 80 
that it was againſt Nabepoſlaſur that 
Pharach Necho went, when King 
Joſiah opposd his Pailage thro' the 
Country. 


(z) Inſrnfion, &c. This as 
St. Jerom ſays, was by Word of 
Mouth ro the King of Egype by Je- 
remy the Prophet, and that Joſiah 
loſt his Lite in that Action, for nor 
oheying the Word of the Lord, 
Which is the more probable, in that 
che Lord had viva by his Prophets 


ths 


admoniſh'd Kings that were Stam 
to the Law. 


(a) Believe. It is reaſonable 
ſuppoſe, that Necho King of E 
being to paſs with his Army cht 
King Fofrah's Country, Je nit 
underſtanding his Intent in this Eu. 


pedition, might ſuſpe& he hat 4 


Lite, and deprived himiclt ot A 
Benefit ot that Part of the dim 
Promiie by the Propheteis Ha 
that he ſhould go to his Ciel 
Peace, 2 Chron. 34. 28. 
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tis was of the Lord, no otherwiſe than as King Necho 
ld him, whom, as an invading Enemy, he thought he 
was not bound to believe: And therefore reſolving to 
tive him out, he diſguiſed himſelf, and in the Valley of 
Iegiddo drew up his Army to fight the Egyptian; who 
ws not unprepared to receive him. The two Armies 
neaged, and the Action grew ſo hot, that the Egyptian 
Archers diſcovering 7e/iah, notwithſtanding his Diſguiſe, 
yd that Quarter where he fought ſo warmly with their 
Arrows, that at laſt one prov'd the Meſſenger of Death 
to him. Joſiah finding himſelf wounded, bid his Cha- 
rioteer drive him our of the Battle, who ſhifting him 
into another Chariot, brought him to Jeruſalem, where 
he ſoon died, and was buried inthe Sepulchre of his Fa- 
thers The Death of this excellent Prince was lamented 
by all his Subjects; but by none ſo much as the Prophet 
Jeremy; who upon that Occaſion compoſed the greateſt 
Part of that mournful Song, which is called The Lamen- 
ations of Jeremy ; wherein he foretold the Miſeries that 
would fall upon the People after the Death of Jab. 
And in fo great a Veneration was the Memory of this 
good King, that upon all mournful Occaſions afterwards 
| tne ſinging Men and Women were obliged to commemo- 
me the untimely Death of good King Jah: Which 
liſted an hundred Years after, even to the Prophet 
(0) Zechary's Time. Tho' good King Jah had indea- 
voured by his own pious Example, by wholeſome Ad- 
ice, preſſing Inſtances, Threats, and Force to reclaim 
lis people; yet the Lord, who well knew the obſtinate 
Nature of them, before 7o/iah's Death, (c) declar'd, he 


vould remove Judah out of his Sight, as he had done 
Iſrael, 


(9) Zechary's, Who remembred (c) Beclar'd. See 2 Kings 23 26, 
3 by comparing the Mourning, 27. From hence it is, that the Pro- 
| Fitch he then propheſied ſhould in phets of that Time complained ſo 
Aer - times be in Jersſalem, to the grievouſly of the People, and de 
Mourning of Hadadrimmon in the nounced the Judgments of the Lord 
Valley ot Megiddon, which was the againſt them; even to the Deſtruc- 
"Ke, Where Jah received his tion of their City, and their own 
mortal Wound. * Captivity: As FA Feremy in the 
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Iſrael, (who was now in Captivity) and would re 
the City of Jeruſalem, which he had formerly choſen 
and the Temple in which he ſaid, «© His Name ſhoy 


& remain 


Upon the Death of 7ofah, his Son Fehoahaz y; 
proclaimed and anointed King; but his Reign was ſhon 
laſting but three Months: For the King of Expt impro 

at Megiddo, depoſed Jehoahaz, andi 
up Eliakim, 7ehoahaz's elder Brother, changing l 
Name to Fehoiakim. Then making the Crown of 
dah tributary to Egypt, he obliged the Country to fe 
him a hundred Talents of Silver and one of Gol! 
which Money Jehoiabim raiſed by a general Tax upa 
the Land, rating every Man according to his (4) Ali 


ving his Victory 


lity. 


 Fehoahax, being depoſed, the King of Egypt loads 
him with Irons, and left him at 2251 . 

whilſt he purſued his Expedition againſt} the (e) Ari 
and afterwards, at his Return he took him along wit 


him to Egypr, where he ſoon (F) died. And ( gu 
Ti 


+ 5, C, 14, 15, 15, 19, and 20 
;haprers of this Prophecy; and the 
Prophet Zephany in his. Wi.h whom 
may be joined the Prophet Habak- 
#*k; who is ſuppoſed to have liv'd in 
the latter Part ot Joſfah's Reign, or 
under his Son's, a little before their 
Caprivity by the Chaldrans, which 

e toreroid, Hab. 1. from v. 5. to 
the 12. 


(%) Ability, See 2 Kings 23. 35. 
It is very probable the Prophet Je- 
ren had regard to this Taxation, 
when in his mournful Complaint he 
Jaid ot Jeraſalem, She that was great 
among the Nations, and Princeſs a= 
mong the Provinces, how is ſhe become 
tributary? Lam. 1. 1. 


(e) Afhrion. Or rather Baby- 
tontan, as we have obſerved in our 
Note on the laſt Letter (y). 


(J) Died. This the Prophet Je- 
remy ioretold, ch. 22+ v. 10, 11, 12. 


a City of Sy 


e; 
T 

Er hy 

* 
where he bids the King ard req * 
of Judah, not to weep for the Des i 
(meaning Jah) but for him th Mon: 
goet h away, for he (hall yuwn r 
more, nor ſee his native Ceantuj. Nor 
ſaid he, Thus ſaith the Lord col. 
cerning Shallum (which ws ! 200 
right Name of Fehoahaz, Jerm-: * 
11.) the Ser of Johah King of Je 00. 
who reigned inſtead of Jouab bis # 1111 
ther, and who went forth ont 'f ! delt 
Place, he ſhall not return hithe b, - 

more. 

A; 

(e) Now. The Prophet Nats * 
the Elkeſhite, (fo called in the T may 
ot his Prophecy, either b:cau' Wl 4. 
was of the Tow: of Flkeſha, in Fry 
Tribe of Jadah, as is the Of for 1 
St. Jerom, or that it was the Name co; 
his Family,) is ſuppoled to hate! ath 
ved and prophelied about tis Tn vole 
It is certain he prophetec alter Neg! 
Captivity of the ten Tribes 4 d 
tore that ot 7adah; which lat Brin 


torerold in his f:ft Chapter, . 


wok VI. F the 


tion of Nineveh in thoſe that 
ow, Concerning the particular 
ime in which he lived there are va- 
us Opinions: The Jews place him 
2 Manaſſeh's Reign; the Notes on 
bit Bible in 1600. ſet him betore 
Wauſſeh, and about the Time of 
eb ah; St. Jerome places him under 
larbiaß, about the Time that Sen- 
«herb belieged Fe ruſalem, a ſter the 
* Tribes were carried away cap- 
Ire, But Tremelling and Famins re- 
k tum to the latter Part of Joſſab's 
Relpn, Which ſeems the more like- 


0 0 25 being nearer to the Deſtru- 
* * of Niniveh, and the Aſſyrian 
45 Monarchy, to Which Nahum's Pro- 
I mecy did more particularly relate. 


Nr did this Prophet only propheſ: 
mains Niniveb* bur the "ade 
Whany al ſo, who began to propheſy 
in the Days of Joſiah Ring of Judah, 
«9, 1. 1. and propheſied directly 
4 unſt Aria in general, and of the 
beſtruction ot Niniveh in particular, 
. 2. v. 13, Oc. 


And now we are making mention 
i the Time of ſome Prophets, it 
not be amiſsto intorm the Rea- 
el im general ot the Reaſon of the 
'Tophers Writings being miſplaced ; 
110 the Bible they ate not ranged 
Kor ding to Order ot Time, whete- 
uy delivered them. This is ſup- 
— to have happened through the 
\ Pigence ot the Prieſts in thole 
: Js» Wh» had the Charge of regi- 
18 and keeping them, For the 
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ſlaiatim being placed on the Throne of Judah by 
ach Necho King of Egypt, inſtead of taking Warning 
the manifeſt Judgments God had inflicted on his Pre- 
eſſors, imitates them in the worſt of their wicked 
tions; notwithſtanding which, tho' hedeferv'd imme- 
te Puniſhment, God in Mercy, toreclaim him and his 
ple, ſent his Servant the Prophet Jeremy to admonith 
xd exhort them to Repentance, and aſſure them, that 
they perſiſted in their wicked Way of Living, he 
ould make the Temple like the Houſe of (%) Shiloh, 


and 


Manner was, when any Prophet had 
written a Prophecy, he cauſed it to 
be fixed to the Gate of the Tempie, 
where it remained tor certain Days, 
that all might rcad and take Norice 
Ot it. ni ates it had ſtood there 
the appointed Time, the Priefts took 
it into the Temple to record it in 4 
Book; but tor want ct due Care to 
enter them in Courſe, as they were 
written, they lett them in that dif- 
orderly Manner, in which we now 
have them. But beſides that, it 
muſt be conſidered, that divers ot the 
Frophets, eſpecially Jeremy, Exckze! 
and Daniel, wrote in very trouble- 
ſome Times; Ezekiel and Daniel, 
when in Captivity at Babylon, and 
Jeremy, when all Things both in 
Church and State were in the great- 
eſt Contuſion and Diſorder at Fern- 
ſalem; and the firſt Copy t his 
Book was deſtroyed by King Jeleia- 
kim, Jer. 36. 23. So that it is not to 
be wondered at, chat they are ſo mi 
placed, but rather ought thanklully 
t be admired, that we have them 
at all. The Account of Time allo, 
and Computation ot Years, wherein 
ſome chief Actions were tranſacted 
* * 
and mention'd by the Prophets, ale 
10 differently related, that it is dit. 
ficult, and, ſometimes, ſcarcely poſ. 
lible ro reduce them to a Certainty 


(P) Shiloh, The Place where the 
Ark bad abode moie than three 
hundred Years ; yet he had given it 
up to utter Deſtu3100, 
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and the City of Jerinſalem a (i) Curſe to all Nations. Th 
ſo inraged the Prieſts and falſe Prophets, that they cauſg 
the People to (&) ſeize Jeremy, and brought him befor 
the Princes of Judah in the Temple, who were ſo fa 
from pronouncing the Sentence of Death againſt him, y 
the Prieſts and falſe Prophets had done already, that the 
unanimouſly acquitted him, ſaying, « This Man isn 
& worthy of Death, for he hath ſpoken to us in th 
e Name of the Lord our God”. And to confirm thi 
their Judgment, they urged as a Precedent the Propte 
Micab his propheſy ing the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem befor 
King Hezekiah with Impunity. To ballance which the 
urged a later Precedent of one Urijah, a Prophet of th 
Lord, who for propheſying againſt the City and who 
Land was by King Jehoiakim put to Death. But it plz 
ſed God to raiſe up Jeremy a powerful Friend in i 
Perſon of Ahikam one of the King's Counſellors, wht 
protected him from the Malice of the Prieſts, and Rag 
of the People. He being thus ſecured by this gov 
_ Abikam, went on more boldly in the Work a th 
Lord. 
| Soon after 7ehoiakim was made King, Nebuchadneza 
King of Babylon and Afhria, to revenge the late Exped 
tion of Pharaoh Necho King of Egypt, againſt Cher 
miſh, having gather'd a great Army, * the King 
Egypt there, and routed him, taking from him all th 
Country that lies between the River (1) Emphratsn 
the Nile. After which he made an eaſy Conqueſt of 
dah; for he beſieged Jeruſalem, and took it, and carit 
the King and Part of the Veſſels of the Temple to Bu) 
lon. Where after he had continued a Priſoner for ſom 
Time, he () reſtored him to his Crown on Conditit 


(7) Curſe. Or rather a Pattern for itmay ſomewhat help to make 0 
Curſing. | | the Time of his Reign, and give mt 
6) Seize, See Jeremy 26. 8. Room for the Prophecies that bei 
) Enphrates. Ste 2 Kings 24.7. to it, which are many; for he th 
(m) Reſtored. This is not ado? ed eleven Years. At this Time, 3 
mentioned in the Holy Scripture, yet alſo with him, it is thought 5 
tome Paſfayes give a Hint that Way: with great Reaſon, that the kern 
And as it is the common Opigion, ſo Daniel, with his three Compal 
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rhe ſhould become a Tributary to him. In the fourth 
Yer of his Reign Jeremy delivered another Meſſage from 
de Lord to the Inhabitants of Judah and Jeruſalem; in 
bich he poſitively told them, that ſince no Admonit ions 
nd Warn'ngs would ſerve them, the Lord would bring 
Wuchadaezaar his (u) Servant, with all the Northern 
Mtions that were ſubject to him, againſt the Land of Ju- 
Hand City of FJeruſalem, and would make them ſerve 
the King of Babylon (o) ſeventy Years, Yet to let them 
ke he would not even then give them quite up, hetold 
hem that at the Expiration of the ſeventy Years he would 
wiſh the 4ſjrians and Chaldeans, and all the other Na- 
tons that had afflicted them, for their Iniquities. 

And now T7ehoiakim having continued three Years in 
ubjetion to Nebuchadnexxar, in the fourth refuſed any 
bager Submiſſion to him. Upon which Nebuchadnezzar 
ndered him to be attacked by ſome Chaldean Troops, 
oyned by the Syrians, Maabites, and Ammonites. This 


xdmoniſhed Fehoiakim and his People to return to their 
Duty, The firſt of which was this: The Approach of 
NWebuchadnezzar's Army having frighted the (p) Rechab- 
i from their Habitation, they fled to Jeruſalem 
for Safety. The Lord intending by theſe to convince 
nd reprove 7ehoiakzy and the Jcuu, he bid Jeremy the 
Propher bring them into an Apartment in the Temple, 
ad to offer them Wine ; which they refuſed, alledging 
lat it was contrary to their Inſtitution, which they had 

hitherto 


Wir laſted ſome Time, during which God frequently 


imeiah, Miſhaet, and Azartah. 
[Wo were Shadrach. Meſhach, and 
Abeanego ) were carried to Babylon, 
Va, I, 6. For Daniel Ch. 1. v. 1. 
4, when Nebuchadnezzar took Je- 


e, and the Veſſels of the Tem- 
ive mot de, he ſpake unto Alpenaz, the 
at belt Maſter of the Eunuchs, that he ſhould 
e rely Mag with him to Babylon ſome of 
me, 4 * Children ot Iſrael, of the Seed of 
ht, 4 de king, and of the Princes, ſuch 


u ere well favoured, and Without 
milh, of good Parts, and well 


Wiated ; that being iſtruged in the 


Language and Learning of the chal- 
deans, they might be fit to ſerve the 
King in his Palace: And that the 
Eunuch thereupon made Choice of 
them tour, Dan. 1. 3, 4, 6. 

n) Servant, See Jeremy 25. 9. 

o) Seventy. See Ibid. v. 11. 

* Rechabites, They were the 
Poſterity of Rechab, who came trom 
Jethro, or Hobab, the Kenite, and by 
the Inſtitution of Jonadab their Foun- 
der were obliged to build no Houſes, 


bur ro dwell In Tents, and to driak | 


20 Wine. 
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take it, and, becauſe he was 7 ſhut up, that þ 
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hitherto religiouſly obſerved. The Prophet commend 
their Obedience, and promiſed them a Reward ffn 
God; and turning it upon the eus, he reproachs 
them, who were the peculiar People of the Lord, ſ 
being leſs obedient than the poor Rechabites, who we 
not of the Stock of Iſrael. But this Method not having 
the intended Effect, the Lord commanded 7ereny t 
make a Book, and write in it all the Prophecies whic 
the Lord had given him againſt /ae! and Juda, fin 
his firſt 9 — to propheſy, to ſee if the Zews, up) 
hearing all the Judgments ſumm'd up together againſt then 
for their Diſobedience, would return to their Duty, th 
he might forgive them. In Order to this Jeremy imploy 
Baruch his Amanuenſis to write what he ſhould did 
to him; and when it was finiſhed, the Prophet bid Ban 


might not eriter into the Houſe of the Lord, to go n 
read it to the People in the Temple upon the (r) Fil 
Day. Baruch purſues his Inſtructions, and going toth 
Temple, read what he had written in the Book. Thi 
was done in Gemariah's Apartment, and afterwards i 
the Secretary's Office, before all the Princes; who being 
ſatisfied that what Baruch read was the Prophet Jer 
inditing, they adviſed him and Baruch to withdraw tt 
ſome Place of Security, till they knew the King's Pein 


con 


% Ke wp. It is uncertain what The ſecond is, That the Chief P. 
the Prophet meant here in Jereny 36. had excommunicared him, and tes 
v. 5. by ſaying, He was ſhut ap. Some fore be might not go. But that, 
ſay he was ſhut up in Priſon by the all Likelihood, he would bases 
Malice of the Prieſts, who, no Doubt, regarded for the ſame Reason. 1 
were malicious enough to do ſo: Bur third is, That God, to provide 
the contrary appears from Verſe 19, the Safety of his Prophet, and io fe 
where the Princes adviſed him and niſh the People, would not cbt 
Barnch to hide themſelves, which $0 amongſt them. This ot tne (© 
they did, Verſe 26. Tremellins and ſeems the moſt probable , anc 9! 
8 ſuppoſe three Ways of bis being ſhut up was by a Reſtraint! 

ing ſhut up, and leave us to take his Spirit or Mind. . 
which of the three we like beſt. The (7) Faſt Day, This, it ſeems, 9. 
firſt is, That the King had forbidden a Faſt ot their own appoiwmtus: 
him to go into the * to ſpeak was uſual when they teared War, 
to the People: But the Prophets of any great Plague from God, 44 
God did not uſe to obſerve ſuch Pro- they did by the Bale,. 
hibicious of their propherick Miuiſtry. 


JEREMIAH CHAP. XXXL. 


Tehoiakim burns the Roll. 
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ncerning the Book: Which they ſecuring in the Secre- 
* Office, went and told the King what they had 
ad. Upon which ſending Jehudi, one of his Atten- 
ins, for it, he commanded him to read it: But he had 
x gone far in it, when the King impatient at the 
dements that threaten'd him, took the Book out of 
is Hand, and cut it into Pieces, and, notwithſtanding 
e Importunity of ſome of the firſt Quality about him, he 
ey it into the Fire, where it was burnt. And to ſhew 
lis want of Penitence, hediſpatch'd away Officers ans, 
chend the Prophet Jeremy and his Amanuenſis, Baruch; 
but Providence had ſecured them. This wilful Act of 
%hiakim, in burning the Roll, ſo provoked the Lord, 
ut he commanded the Prophet to provide another, and 
ite the fame Words in it that were in the firſt, with 
us Addition, That 7ehoiakim ſhould have none to fit 
on the Throne of David, and his dead Body ſhould be 
alt out, in the Day to the Heat, and in the Night to 
the Froſt, and that he would bring upon the Inhabitants 
of Jud ah all the Evils „ againſt them. And to 
t him ſee that God was in earneſt, he permitted this 
obſtinate Prince to fall into the Hand of Nebuchadnezzar, 
who put him in Irons, intending to have carried him 
to Babylon, if he had not died on the Way. 

To Fehoiakim ſucceeded his Son (t) Jehoiabin, a Youth 
of about eighteen Years of Age : Who treading in the 
Steps of his wicked Father, the Lord ſent him his Doom 
by the Prophet (:) Jeremy, which was ſoon executed up- 
on him; for in the fourth Month of his Reign Nebachad- 
ne a 


%) Jebokabin. In 1 Chron. 3. 16. Chronicles ſaying he was eight Years 
bets called Jechoniah. In 2 Chron, 36. old, it muſt be ſuppoſed that his Fa- 
v. 9. de is ſaid to be but eight Years ther had created him his Partner in 
ve when he began to reign, and in the Kingdom at eight Years cf Age, 

| 2 Aings 24, 8. he is ſaid to be eigh- out of Jealouſy, that if he (Jehna- 
ben. The latter is the moſt reaſona- him) ſhould die, and leave his Son 
de to ſuppoſe, becauſe of the Meſ- young, his Brother Martani ab might 
ade Which God ſent to him by the take the Advantage of his Childhood, 
Prophet Jeremy, which he would and put him by the Crown. 
carce have done to a Child of eight 


| Tears old. And as to the Book of (t) Jeremy. See Ch. 22. v. 24 


0 
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nezzar having conceived ſome ill Suſpicion of thisyq 
Prince, who was viciouſly inclined, came and beſj: 
Feruſalem in Perſon, at the Head of a powerful An 
"Zehoiakin finding himſelf too weak to defend the p. 
ſurrender'd himſelf, his Mother, his Princes, Of: 
and Servants, to the King of Babylon, who carried ib 
all away Priſoners, taking with them all the Tre 
of the Temple and the Royal Palace, and all the ud 

Artificers; leaving none but the pooreſt Sort of Peg 
behind. 

The Conqueror having thus diſpoſed of the Capti 
above ſeven thouſand in Number, ſubſtituted to 50% 
kin his Uncle Mattaniah, the third Son of good Ki 
Fofiah, whoſe Name he changed to Zedekiah. . 
though he had ſeen the Ruin of his two Brothers, J# 
har and Fehoiakim, and of his Nephew Fehoiak, | 
perſiſting in their wicked Ways, God ſent the Prop 
Feremy to admoniſh him, who related to him the (2) 
ſion of the two Baskets of Figs, the one good, and! 
other naught. By the firſt repreſenting the Captivit 
thoſe that were in Babylon, which being limited v 
Time, was for the good of their Poſterity : The latter 
Condition of Zeadekiah, and thoſe that remained int 
Land of Judah, all which the Lord threaten d to deli 
up to their Enemies, and make them a Reproxct a 
Curſe in all Places; adding, that the Lord would f 
the Sword, Famine, and Peſtilence, among them, 
they were conſumed. 

In the Reign of Jehoiabim, the Prophet (w) n 
by God's Command had made Bonds and Yokes, 1 
put them upon his Neck in Token of Bondage, . 
which the Lord had threaten'd Judah, and other! 
tions; and now he was commanded to ſend the Bon 
and Yokes to the Kings of Edom, Moab, Anmon, 1) 
and Zidon, to let them know that God had given ti! 
Countries to Nebuchadnezz.ar King of Babylon. his (x) & 
vant, and to warn them of their Idolatry, and to fun 


(v) Viſion. See Fereay 24+ 1, Cc. (x) Servant. See J 2): 6 
(w) Jeremy. Sce Ch. 27. v. 2. 


JERES [LAH CHAP.XXVIIL. 


Han: mere unh takes * yoke from leren neck. 


. 7 E rhe So oped _ 
look the yoke from of the. proogphe 7 
Fereminh . and Crake ab" 


” 
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im, But to Zedebiah, King of Fudah, the Prophet 
nt in Perſon, and adviſed him to ſubmit to the King 
gen, and not to believe the falſe Prophets, who 
ner d him with Hopes ef Judah recovering her for- 
State, and foretold the Deſtruction of Babylon. 
weng theſe was Flananiah, who gave Feremy much 
ables However, when the Lord commanded him, he 
Ah went on his Prophetick Miniſtry. And taking 
e Opportunity of Zedekiab's ſending an Ambaſſy to 
Hl, he ſent a Letter to the captive Prieſts and People 
umoniſn them, that their Captivity was for their 
ce, and that their Poſterity ſhould return; but that 
d would ſeverely judge thoſe that were left at Jeruſa- 
both King and People, with Sword, Peſtilence, and 
mine, and afterwards deliver them upto their Enemies, 
ge Reproach and Curſe among all Nations. Upon 
ke Receipt of this Letter one Shemaiah, à popular Man 
norg the captive Jews at Babylon, took upon him to 
te ta Zephaniah, who was next in Place to Sergjah 
e High-Prieſt at Jeruſalem, and to the reſt of the 
refs there, repreſenting Jeremy as a Madman, and a Pro- 
tet of his own making, and adviſing them to confine 
Im. Jeremy hearing this Letter o Shemaiah read, is 
immanded by God to ſend again to the Captives of Ba. 
kn, to let them know that the Lord would puniſh She- 
hand his Poſteriry, becauſe he had propheſied falſly 
them. And to warn them that ſtill remain d at Fern- 
God bid Jeremy ſhew them by the () Emblem 
the Porter's Bottle, that it was in his Power to deſtroy 
be Deſpiſers of his Word. But notwithſtanding this, 
da the Threats of the Lord by his Prophets, they de- 
erarely (z) reſolve to go on in their own Ways, and 
lor ga aſt Jeremy, abuſing him with Words and Blows, 
d putting him into the Stocks. | 
About this Time was (4) Exzekxl called to the _ 


Emblem. See Teremy 18. carried to Babylon among the Cap- 
Reſolve, See Jeremy 18.12, 18. tives of Jaboi. alin. 
*, Rebiei, He was a Prieſt, and 
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of a Prophet, and made to ſee the Viſions of God, h. 
having been inſtructed and incouraged in the Service a 
God by the glorious (b) Diſcoveries made to him, pro 
pheſied the ſame Things at Babylon, that Jeremy dig u 
Feruſalem ; which confirming Feremy's Prophecies uus 
great Comfort to him. Thus did theſe two great pn 
phets viſit the People with ſeveral Warnings, indeyoy 
ing by very ſignificant Emblems, and direct Propheciy 
to reclaim them. But they {till perſiſting in their Ob. 
ſtinacy and Diſobedience, God brought upon them tho 


Judgmenrs he had ſo often by his Prophets threaten! 
and which Zedekiah's Impiety haſtened : For he n. 
volting in the ninth Year of his Reign from Nebuck 
nezzar, who had made him King, provoked the haug- 
ty Pabyloniſh Monarch to march with a vaſt Army, ad 
beſiege Jeruſalem. Where we will leave the Fry, ad 
look back a little to an Action which ha 
ther Part of the Kingdom of Judah, wherein [hui 
ow'd its Deliverance to the Policy and Courage of th 


Heroin (c) Judith. 


(b) Diſcoveries, See Exckiel 1. 2. 


3» 4, J- 8. 

(c) Judith. Some modern Cri- 
ticks have indeavour'd ro make this 
Hiſtory of Jadith pals for an Allego- 
ry; but it has nothing cf the Air of 
2 Fiction or Parable, For both Jens 
and ancient Chriſtians looked upon ir 
as a true Hiſtory, though the tormer 
have not placed it among their Ca- 
nonical B oks. The Author is nur 
certainly known ; but ic is very pro- 
bable that it was compoſed during 
the Captivity, becauſe it was Written 
in the Chaldaick Tongue. The Ori- 
ginal, from which were made the 
Greek Verſions, quoted by the Fa- 
thers, and the Latin done by St. Je- 
rom, are loſt. As to the Time, it is 
moſt certain that it was betore the 
Burning of Jeraſalem and the Tem- 
ple, and altert the Captivity in Fehoia- 
kim's Days; which appears from 
Jud. 4. 3- Where it is {a1d, They wers 


pen'd in 2. 


New 


nenly returned from the Cab 
which muſt be that in Je⁰νm 
Time, for that in Zedekiahs cou 
nued ſeventy Years, betore whid 
Nebnchadnezzar, King of Bahn 
had ſubdued Arphaxad, King 0t tt 
Medes, and demoliſhed Echatane.Tiii 
Arphaxad, in all Likelihood, v% 
Phrartes, or Aphraartes, Who, © 
Herodotus tells us, was deſcatd 
the Afſyrians (Who were then N dich 
ject to the King © t Babylon,) aud fe 6. 
riſhed with his Army. Which 
wich what is ſaid in the firſt Cat 
of Judith, that Arphaxad wis 0 
come by Nebuchadnexzar Wi * 
turn'd to Nineveh, which 2 a 
Capital of the Kingdom of 4 
But to come mite preciſe) 0 
Time of Holofernes, K ing Nebels 
neææars General, in the leconc U 
ter ot Judith it ĩs policively aid, (IK 
Nebuchadne=zar put his Cnet 
this Expedition in che fart M9” 


* 
* 
* 
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Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon and Nineveh, having 
fared and taken Arphavad, King of the Medes, pro- 
{ed to himſelf to ſubdue the Nations of Aſa to the 
eſtward: On which Expedition he ſent his General 
Lfernes with a mighty Army, who, ſpreading Terror 
il Parts, made himſelf Maſter of Meſopotamia, Hria, 
14, and Gilicia, which voluntarily ſubmitred to — 
{ter theſe Conqueſts he turn d his Arms to the Count 

' Fdom, where he found as little Reſiſtance. The I, 
rie taking the Alarm gathered what Forces they had, 
ſeſſed themſelves of the Mountains, and fortified their 
owns Holofernes, ſurpriz d that they ſhould think of 
woling his Army, inquir d of the Moabites and Am- 
mites what Strength that People had, and what Mo- 
e could induce them to ſtand out. Achior, Chief of 
e Ammonites, in few Words told him the Hiſtory of 
at Nation, and having informed him how they had been 
metimes protected, and ſometimes abandon'd by their 
od, concluded, that if they had offended their God, 
would deliver them into his Hands; but if they had 
, their God would defend them, and all his Army 
ud not be able to ſubdue them. Holofernes hearing 
is Account, with great Indignation cauſed Achior to be 
nt into Bethulia, which he beſieged, intending to de- 
oy him when it was taken. The Inhabitants of Be- 
ia ſceing the Number of the Enemy began to be 
pnted, and were ſo preſſing with Ozias the Governor 


+ of 
xe, Thi 
* | 
ed of eighteenth Year of his Reign, the Time of a Siege. As for the 


uch was the ninth Year of Zede- Bethalians injoying Peace during Ju- 
*, king of Jadab; ſo that the adith's Lite, it may be ſuppoſed that 


galem happen d in the ſame Year, 
wh it muſt be ſuppoſed that the 
Dedition againſt Bethnlia was in 
beginning of the Years and the 


Aſk de at the End of it; for we read 
0 ac ifreenth of Judith that Foakim 
lle Prieſt with the Elders came from 
0 Halen to ſalute Judith, and ſhe 


ud to Jeraſalem with them to 
Thanks, which could not be in 


eat ot Holofernes and the Siege of Nebachaduezzar being imployed two 


Years in the Siege of Feraſalem, 
might ſpend ſome Years in reducing 
other Parts of the Country; and Be- 
thulia being a Place naturally ſtrong, 
as fituated in the Mountainous Part 
of the Country, was unwilling to 
toil his Army before it, or make a- 
ny Attempt on it, till he had ſubdu- 
ed the xc 
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of the Place, that to quiet them, he promiſed to ſur 
der the Town, if in five Days they were not relie 
Bur that which preſſed them moſt was the Want of Wy 
for otherwiſe the Town by Reaſon of its high Situn 
was inacceſſible. This Want of Water was occafioned 
the Advice of the Idumeaus and others, whom 
fernes had ſubdued, who told him there was no War 
reducing the Place, but by cutting off the Water at 
Foot of the Mountains, which ſupplied them. This 4 
vice Holofernes purſued, which made Czias the Goyen 
in Deſpair promiſe the People he. would hold out 
longer than five Days. | 

Atthat Time there dwelt in Bethulia a Woman nm 
Juaith, as eminent for Virtue and Piety as for theg 
Wealth and Poſſeſſions her Husband had left her. 
hearing what the Governor had done to quiet the pe 
ſent for him and the leading Men of the City, and 
their Preſence chid him for it, telling them all that C 
by her would find out an Expedient to deliver them; 
enjoyned them not to inquire into her Project, for ſhed 
clar d ſhe would not tell : wing Upon this they left t 
wiſhing her good Succeſs. Juduh was ſenſible of 
Charms of her Beauty, for ſhe was very handſome, 1 
with theſe ſhe propoſed to captivate and betray the pro 
General. Having therefore addreſſed her (elf in Relig 
to God, ſhe adds all the Imbelliſhmentsof Art and Dr 
and attended only with her Maid, makes the belt 
her Way to the Aſhria Camp. Being come to the Oi 
gard, ſhe was ſtopp'd, and asked Who, and When 
ſhe was. She told them, ſhe was a Hebrew thathad i 
from her Countrymen for Protection, becauſe ſhe | 
ſenſible that her Fate was near. Her Dreſs and Bent 
commanded Reſpect, and they immediately pou 
Chariot for her and her Maid, and a Guard of a hund 
choice Men to conduct her to the General's Tent. WA 
being arrived, and waiting without the Tent till the G 
neral was ready to receive her, the Officers and Sold 
with much Pleaſure ſurvey'd and admir'd her Bauf 
Being introduced, Holofernes met her at the Tent 


JUDITH CHAP xm. © 
Holofernes lain or 
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wuh all her mught, 1 and he took e un 
his 2 wad ) from hun, enc/, | | 
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xd ſeating himſelf under a rich Canopy of State, he aſ- 
red her of his Protection, and deſired an Account of 
e Cauſe of ber Coming. After due Reſpect paid to 
preſende of ſo great a Perſon, ſhe told him as ſhe had 
ne the Qutguard ; and addreſſed her ſelf fo artfully to 
min Words that admitted a double Meaning, | (4) as, 
at the Lord had ſent her to work a Thing with him, that 
ud make the World to wonder when they ſhould hear it,! 
at he became inamourd with her Wit and Beauty. 
Hernes fondly concluding that the God of the Hebrews 
s angry with them, which he, thro' Miſtake ima- 
nd tie Cauſe of Judith's quitting them, gave her 
are to go and come whither and when ſhe pleaſed, 
thout Controul. Judith was a ſtrict Obſerver of the 
zremonies of her Religion; and to prevent any Polluti- 
of eating with the Aſyrians, when Holofernes preſſed 
r to eat as he did, ſhe declined it, telling him that ſhe 
id brought enough to ſerve her till ſhe had finiſhed 
hat ſhe came about- Thus ſhe continued three Days in 
e 4ſhrian Camp, and on the fourth Day Holofernes in- 
ted her to an Entertainment, where ſhe drank of his 
Vine, but eat only what ſhe had ordered her Maid to 
vide, The General was ſo well pleaſed with her Con- 
lation, that he drank very liberally, and propoſed to 
joy the beautiful Stranger that Night; but he grew ſo 
Itoxicated with Wine and ber Beauty, that he fell upon 
5 Bed faſt aſleep. Upon which Bagoas, the General's 
unuch, diſmiſs'd all the Company, except Fudith, and 
en himſelf withdrew. Now was Judith's Project ripe 
Ir Execution; praying therefore to God to ſtrengthen 
rin the Performance of it, ſhe approached the Bed, 
dd finding hisSenſes quite lock'd up withWine,ſhe drew 
5 Scimiter, and at two Strokes cut off his Head, which 
© Immediately gave to her Maid, whom ſhe had or- 
rd to attend her without. The Maid put up the Head 
the Bag in which ſhe carried their Prov iſions, and away 
Vl. 2.] they 
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they haſten towards the Mountains of Bethulia. V 
they were come within Hearing, Judith called to: 
Watch to open the Gates, and being admitted, the 6 
vernor and People from all Quarters cf the Town c: 
thronging to ſee her; upon which ſhe ſhewed them 
lofernes's Head, aſſuring them, that though ſhe had 
ſnared him with ker Beauty, yet he had committedn 
thing immodeſt with her. Judith well knowing the C 
ſternation into which the ſudden Death of Hilfe 
would put the AHrian Army, adviſed the Beal 
to take the Advantage of it, and arm to purſue and | 
them. They had great Reaſon to obſerve her Inſtructio 
whoſe Conduct had ſo far put them in the Way forth 
Deliverance. The Beſieged therefore immediately rar 
Arms, and to incourage them, Judith had ordered! 
Head of Holofernes to be hung upon the Wall in Sight 
the Enemy. The Bethulians appearing in the Paſſesoftl 
Mountains, the Enemy's Outguards gave Notice totht 
Officers,and theOfficers {ent to theGeneral ; vpon wh 
Bagoas, his Eunuch, went to the Tent, and knocking 
the Door, but having no Anſwer, he opened it, and nel 
in, where to his great Amazement and Surprize hel: 
the headleſs Body of his Maſter wallowing in his Bloc 
miſſing Judith, who he thought had lain with Hi: 
nes that Night, he went to her Tent ; but not find 
her there, he ſtraightway concluded who was the A 
thor of this Miſchief and Diſgrace to the Ai 
This Misforcune ſoon diſperſed through the Camp, 
put them into ſuch a Fright, that every one began 
Mift for himſelf, Aying over the Campaign and Mou 
rains in the greateſt Confuſion and Diſorder. The B 
tians took the Advantage of this, and attacked then! 
ſmall Parties from ſeveralQuarters,as did likewiſe al: 
neighbouring People, who, as well as thoſe of Bet 
inriched themſelves vaſtly with the Booty. After ® 
Foakim came to Bethulia, attended with the chief Me 
of Ifrael, and having ſaluted Judith, and complimen 
her for her glorious Conduct and Policy, ſhe retw® 
with them to Feruſalem, where they all gave — 
4 | . 
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Thanks, and offered Burnt-Offerings; but Judith's Of- 
ring was the Plunder of Holsfernes's Tent, with all his 
quipage, with which the Soldiers had preſented her. Af- 
x this ſhe returned to Bethulia, and died in a good old 
le, being a hundred and hve years old. Return we 


ow to the Siege of Jeruſalem. 


The Jews being cloſely beſieged, the Prophet Jeremy 
quently applied to the King, telling him his own, and 
ie Fate of the City; which at laſt 1o affected Zedekiah, 
hat he and his People, to ſhew ſome Token of Refor- 
nation, agreed to proclaim a Manumiſſion or Liberty to 
| Hebrew Servants of either Sex, which they ratified by 
Fhe ancient and uſual Solemnity of (e) dividing a Calf 
and paſſing between them. But this 
hey ſoon retracted ; for upon the coming of (f) Ho- 
ira, King of Egypt, to the Relief of Feruſalem, the 
1) Chaldeans raiſed the Siege of Jeruſalem, and went: 
the People of Jeruſalem, 
hat had made the Proclamation of Liberty, thinking 
hat Nebuchaduezzar's Army fled for fear of the EM- 
ar Army, made the Servants return every one to his 
elpectiye Duty and Service. This Preyarication ſo in- 
ned the Lord, that he repeats his former Judgments of 
word, Famine, and Peſtilence, by his Servant Jeremy. 
pon which, ſoon after Zedekiah ſent Jebucal and Ze- 
katiah the Prieſt to the Prophet Jeremy, to defire him 
o pray to the Lord for them. But he returned Anſwer, 
Ibat they were miſtaken to think the Chaldeans gone, 
id ſuppoſing that the Chaldeans ſhould be worſted, fo 
lat none but wounded Men ſhould be left, yet they 


ito two Parts, 


0 bght the Egyptians; an 


ould fire the City. 


After this, the Propher ſeeing the Siege raiſed for the 
telent, thought to take this Opportunity of the Gates 


being 


77 Hophra. He is called fo by the 
Pr. phet Feremy c. 44+ 2. 33+ by others 
Apries, by Enſebins Vaphres. 


4 ET! 

[t) Dividing, Jeremy 34. 9. which 

Tt cf Imprecation on 

age they might be cut aſun- 

n _ they did not obſerve and 
m te Covenant into Which the 

, Wer d. : 2 - Y 


) Chaldeans. They were Paxt a 


whadnexzar's A m/. 
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being open, and go into the Country; but being fle 
d by the Guard, was ſeiz'd as a Deſerter, and carr 
be fore the Princes, who were in ſuch a Rage, that ti 
fell upon him, beat him, and committed him to Priſ 
From whence he was by the King's Order releaſed, 2 
brought to his Houſe, where between themſelves t 
King asked him if he had any Word from the Lord c 
cerning him. Yes, replied Jeremy, for thou ſhalt bed 
livered into the Hands of the King of Babylon, I. 
expoſtulating with the King the Hardſhip of his C 
who for telling the Truth in the Siege of the City, a 
other Things, was puniſh'd and confin'd, and the fi 
Prophets excuſed, he deſired the King to put him in am 
commodious Priſon, and he was removed, and bett 
Care taken of him ſo long as any Proviſion was leſt 
The good old Prophet, tho' in Priſon, ſpoke whatt 
Lord commanded him; and all that he ſaid being ac 
ſtant Denunciation of the heavy Judgments of God agi 
the City and People of Jeruſalem, particularly that 
ſhould be taken by the King of Babylon, and that th 
ſhould languiſh under thoſe three Plagues, Famine, e 
tilence and Sword ; the Princes were ſo inraged, th 
they went to the King, and remonſtrated to him tl 
the Prophet ought to be put to Death, for he by tho 
Speeches diſcouraged the Soldiers and People. The Ki 
in this Diſtreſs nor daring to conteſt with his People, w 
upon every little Occaſion were too apt to mutiny, 
them do what they pleaſed. Upon which they took t 
good old Man, and let him down by Cords into a nal 
miry Dungeon, where he muft inevitably have periſlt 
had not God raiſed him up a Friend in the Perſon of] 
bedmelech, an Eunuch-Blakmoor, who interceeded vi 
the King for him, and procured him to be brought bal 
to his former Priſon. For this Courteſy, Jeremy alu! 
the charitable Moor, that when the City ſhould be ta 
he ſhould not fall by the Sword. And no the King hat 
ing the Prophet near him again, he deſired him not 
hide any Thing from him that he ſhould ask. But © 


Prophet, who had been ill treated before for ſpeaking 


Jeremiah! 
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nd ſo freely, began now to capitulate with him, and 
fre he anſwered the King, he told him, That if he 
ud () promiſe not to put him to Death, if what he 
wid report to him did not pleaſe him, and if he gave 
n good Advice, he would obſerve it, that he would 
ly anſwer him. To the firſt the King anſwered poſi- 
ly, that no Body ſhould hurt him; and as to the ſe- 
ad he was filent. However, the Prophet ventur'd to 
riſe him to ſurrender to the King of Babylon, with 
ſurance of good Quarter for himſelf and Family. The 
ng ſcrupled at it, but the Prophet perſiſted ; and at 
aking off the Diſcourſe, the King obliged him to Se- 
ey, which for his own Sake he obſerved ; for if the 
nces had known what had paſſed between him and 
King, it might have coſt the Prophet his Life. 
The Siege drawing near an End, the People, thro' 
e Scarcity of Proviſions are reduced to Extremity,being 
red to rake the very Dunghils for Food, and at laſt 
feed on one (i) another: In this ſad Condition the 
ty was taken by Storm in the eleventh Year of Zede- 
s Reign. The Chaldeans having poſſeſſed themſelves 
one Gate, King Zedekiah with the few Forces he had 
t indeavour'd to eſcape at another Gate; but theCity 
ng incloſed on every Side with the Enemy's Army, he 
d not gone far before he was taken, and the few that 
ere with him diſperſed. The wretched King thus taken, 
5 carried to Neluchadnexx ar, who was then at Riblah, 
lere, to add to his Miſery, he ſaw his Sons put to death 
lore his Face, and the Princes of Judah, who had op- 
led his inclining to believe the Prophet Jeremy, were 
lewiſe lain. As for himſelf, the King of Babylon com- 
anded his Eyes to be put out, and binding him in Fet- 
rs of Braſs, he carried him in triumph to Babylon, 
dere he died in Priſon. The People being put to mili- 
iu kꝛecution, the Enemy fell to plunder and n the 
ace. 


10 7 Yumiſe, See Jer 

1 emy 28. 16. 

„ Anither, See Lament. 4. 4, J. 10. and Exek. f. 10, 
13 3 
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Place. This Nebuzaradan, Captain of the King of B 
byloa's Guards, executed with the utmoſt Rage; for h 
threw down the Walls, burnt the Temple and Royal P 
Jace, and all the great Mens Houſes, and ſer the reſt 
the City on fire. Thoſe that eſcaped the Sword, wit 
them that had deſerted during the Siege, were ſent Pri 
ſoners to Babylon; none but a few of the poorer Sort be 
ing left to till the Country. All the ſacred Veſſels, U 
tenſils, and Treaſure of the Temple, were carried o 
together with the Prieſts and ſome Officers that uſed: 
attend the Service of the Lord. 


BOOK vII. 


. - — 


—B 


TIEFORE Nebuzaradan had begun the demoliſhir 
D of the Place, the King of Babylon having underſta 
what Pains the Prophet Jeremy had taken to inclineti 
King of Judah and his Princes to a timely Surrender, an 
what Hardſhips he had ſuffered for ſo doing, gave ail 
(* Charge to Nebuzaradan to have a ſpecial Regard 
him, and to grant him whatever he ſhould deſire. bl 
in the Heat of the Action he had neglected to inqui 
after him, and they that had the Charge of tranſport 
the Captives, had carried him away among the reſtas1 
as Ramah, Upon which Nebuzaradan ſent for him bac 
and gave him his Liberty. Jeremy underſtanding by 
buzaradan that the King of Babylon had made Geaa 
Governor of the Land, he went to him by Nebuzara 
Advice, and dwelt with him at Mizpah, as did ere! 
of King Zedekiah's Officers, who upon the taking of th 
City had fled, and were diſperſed about the Coun?) 
Among theſe were Jbmae!, who was of the Royal Bo 


+) Charge, Sce Jeremy 39. 40, 
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{Johanan and Jonathan, two Brothers, and other prin- 


* al Men. All which Gedaliah took into his Protection, 
alP, Condition they would be ſubject to the King of Babylon, 
: 133 them Leave to ſettle in what Towns they pleaſed, 
ret furniſh themſelves with Winter Stores. The " 2x Li- 


ny he gave to all theJews that returned from the Coun- 
es, to Which in the common Danger they had fled. 
But notwithſtanding the Generoſity of Gedaliah, I- 
turns Malecontent ; for envying the Promotion of 
, who was an obſcure Perſon in Compariſon of 
Wrnclf, he with ten more conſpired to murder Gedaliah, 
ich baſe Deſign was under-hand incouraged by the 
ng of Ammon. FJohanan diſcovered this Conſpiracy to 
daliah, and offered his Service to diſpatch Iſhmael, 
ie generous Governor, who was a Man of Honour him- 
f and not ready to entertain ill Thoughts of others, 
ld not believe Johanan, nor permit him to kill H- 
z/. But his Incredulity ſoon coſt him dear; for the 
nſpirators pretending to pay a Viſit to the Governor, 
urder'd him, and to — themſelves, taking Advan- 
ze of the People's being unprovided for Defence, fell 
don them too, and ſlew not only the Jews, but the 
uldeans alſo. This they kept ſo private for ſome Days, 
at fourſcore Iſraelites, who were carrying Offerings and 
cenſe to (7) Jeruſalem, fell into their Hands, whom 
ey barbarouſly murder d, except ten, which they ſaved 
r the diſcovering of their Treaſures in the Field. 
JÞnael not thinking himſelf ſecure here, leaves Miz,- 
and taking what People were left as Captives with 
m, (among whom were King Zedekiah's (m) Daughters, 
e makes the beſt of his Way to the King of Ammon, 
o had put him upon this treacherous Enterprize. But 
lanan having Intelligence of the late Maſlacre, with 
ut Forces he had, marched after Ipmael, —_ s 
oun 


) Jernſalem, It is to be ſuppoſed ſtroyed, when they came from 
m eſe Iſraelites had not heard bome. 
* is Temple and City were de- ( Danghters. See Jeremy 41+ 10, 
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pn at the Pool of Gibeon. The People that Ibm 
ad carried off from Mizpah ſeeing Johanan and ther 
come to reſcue them, ran over to their Deliyerers; wh; 
Iſhmael perceiving, with only eight Men in his Cony 
ny, fled to the Ammonites, Iſhmael thus gone, Juha 
and his Company take up their Dwelling at (u) Chi 
ham near Bethlehem, which they (o) choſe the rathe 
that if they ſhould be attack'd by the Chaldeans for | 
mael's Conſpiracy, they might the more readily tak 
Refuge in Egypt. 

Jeremy the Prophet having taken up his Dwell 
with Gedaliah at G) Mizpah, was carried from then 
by ſfhmael the Conſpirator, after the Death of tk 
Governour, among the reſt of the Captives ; and [fm 
being routed, he accompanied Johanan to their ne 
Habitation at (2) Chimham. Here Johanan and hi 
Company addreſſed the Prophet, and intreated him t 
pray to the Lord for them, to direct them what Cour 
to take. The Prophet promiſed them he would, an 
faithfully return them the Anſwer which the Lo 


ſhould give. Upon which they enter'd into a Oe 
nant of Obedience to the Prophet, and he ſupplicu i 
God for them: But ten Days were paſs'd before . 
received an Anſwer ; when calling Johananand the fe ie 

ie 


= together, he told them, That if they would live! 
ubjection to the King of Babylon, and tarry in Ju 
till his _—_— Time, the Lord would skreen th: 
from all Danger, and raiſe them up again; but if the 
offered to go to Egypt, the Sword, os and Peſt 
lence, ſhould purſue them. This Advice being contrary! 
their Inclinations, they would not believe it, but rude! 
told the Prophet he ſpoke falſely ; and notwithſtanding" 
urged in his Defence that they had diſſembled with him 
when they intreated him to pray to the Lord il 


them, and gave a Confirmation of the Judgments till 


2 Chimbam. This Place may be fap- though near five hundred Tear“ 
poled from Sam. 19. 38. to have been tes. ko: 

anciently given by King David to Chim- o) Choſe, See Fe remy 41+ 16. 
bam, the Son ot old Barzillai the Gilra- p) Mizpah. See Feremy 40. b. : 
Kite, and which yet bore his Name, q) Chimhgm, See (jeremy 42. 42 


Queen of Heaven: 
ce ſaid the ſame. 


lore, 


vet 

2 

the 

the „ Queen. By which is meant the 
oon at leaſt, if not all the Planets. See 


feen +. I 7, 


ry tt ls) Judgments, Jeremy 44. 26, 27. 
J, &c, About this Time both 
del ſeem and his Cotemporary Exekzel 


t off hiſtorical Matter, and foretel 
e Wickedneſs and Mistortunes of the 
Kiieng, 
') Gentiles, Thus Jeremy prophe ſied 
_ Erypt, c. 46. the Philiſtines, c. 47. 
ebttes, c. 48. Ammon, Edom, and o- 
er People, c. 49. Babylon, c. FO, and 51. 
A lome Prophecies here and there in- 
iperſed ; eſpecially in c. 50. concer- 
a te Redemption of Iſrael. 
(n) Exebiel, He propheſied againſt 
Aumenites, c. 25, againſt Dras, 
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ud attend them, they perſiſted in their former Reſo- 
tion of going to Egypt, and remov d thither with all 
e Remnant of Judah, taking the Men, Women and 
ildren, with all the late King's Daughters, the 
wphet Jeremy, and Baruch his Scribe. 
They had not been long in Egypt, 
his Prophet admoniſh'd them of the Deſtruction of 
yt, and Extirpation of their falſe Gods, by Nebu- 
ulnezzar, King of Babylon. But the ſtubborn 
ould not mind him, for they reſolutely told him they 
ould do what they thought fit, and would, according 
the idolatry of the Egyptians, offer Incenſe to the 
The Women with equal Inſo- 
Which ſaucy Anſwer provoked 
ie Lord to denounce againſt them by his Prophet the 
oft fearful (s) Judgments in poſitive Terms: At the 
me Time aſſuring them that Pharaoh Hophra, King of 
Eypt, (under whoſe Protection they lived ſecure, as 
ey imagin'd,) ſhould be delivered into the Hands of 
Neuchadnezz.ar, King of Babylon, as Zedekiah had been 


4 
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before the Lord 


eWwWS 


(:) And now the Prophet Jeremy having diſcharged his 
huty to his own People the Jews, he addrefled himſelf in 
he reſt of his Book, for the moſt Part, to the (v Gen- 
is ; As did his Cotemporary, the Prophet (w) Ezekiel, 


who 


c. 26, againſt thoſe that ſupported ber, 
and traded with her, c. 27. agawſt 
the Prince ot Brat. c. 28. againſt 
Egypt, c. 29. 30, 72 and 32. againkt 
the Shepherds of Vrael, c. 34. againſt 
Mount Seir, or Edom, c. 35. ayaint 
the lofry ones of Iſrael c. 36. with 
2 Promiſe of their Reſtoration to their 
cwn Country, by the Emblem of the 
dry Bones, c. 37- againſt other Fne- 
mies of the Church ot God, under the 
Name of Gog and Magog, c. 38, $9» 
And from thence he Ane the Re- 
building of the Temple, as a ſure Confir- 
mation to his captive Countrymen, 
that their Captivity ſhould have an Ends 


and they ſhould return to theig, wg 
Country, 


This upon Tryal agreeing well with them, they had the 
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who was earneſtly ingaged in the like Service in Cy 
dea. In which prophetick Office they continued t 
the Time of their (x) Death. 

(y) Daniel, having been carried to Babylon am 
the Captives in the firſt Captivity of Fudah, unde 
Jehoiakim their King, with his three Friends, was fv 
ced to change his Name, and they theirs, by Ord 
of Aſhpenaz, Maſter of the Eunuchs. This was du 
in Token of Slavery: Therefore they called Dai 
Balteſhazzar, Hananiah Shadrach, Miſhael Meſhack, a 
Axariah Abednego. Being bred up in the Learning. 
the Chaldeans, in order to qualify them for the King 
Service, Daniel, who was deſcended of the Roj 
Blood of Judah, and his three Friends, had their d 
ly Allowance of Meat and Wine order'd from th 
King of Babylons Table. But Daniel, being a dey 
Obſerver of the Religion of his Country, requeſted 
the Maſter of the Eunuchs that he and his Frien 
might be excuſed from it, deſiring only Pulſe and Va 
ter, which he ſaid was ſufficient Suſtenance for ther 


Liberty to eat it, without having other Meat forced upd 


them. This religious Abſtinence recommended then | 
[ 


(„ Death. The Holy Scripture worſhipping Images. In their 118 
makes no Mention of the Death of theſe though towards the latter End, © 
two great Prophets, eicher as to Time, Prophet Obadiah prophelied. His f 
Place, or Manner. But St. Jerom in phecy is directed againſt Eum, ! 


the Lite of Feremy, and Dorothens, Poſterity of Eſau, againſt whom . ag 
Biſhopof Dre, in his Synopſis of the Lives other two Prophets aif> dencunces! Fo 
and Deaths of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Judgments of God, Jerem , © 
ſays that Feremy was ſtoned to Death — 25. | | au! 
an Egypt by the People; moſt likely (3) Daniel. The Fews do rot 1 
his Renegado-Countrymen the Jews, him among the Prophets, becae! wh 
that fled ro Egypt againſt his Advice, did not live after the Manner d 9 d. 
and Gods Command, and took him other Prophets. However it c 

with them againſt, his Will, For the be denied, but that be v3 ch 
Egyptians being freed by the Pro- phet, and what he wrote was 4 dta 
pher's Prayers from Crocodiles, which hecy, as the Jem own. He pre : 
very much infeſted them, had him in tied at Babylon from the Peginn's Is( 
very great Honour and Eſteem, which the Captivity, till tbe Reign © 7 ho 
they teſtified by burying him in one that is, above e'ghty Years, We 08 00 
of the Royal 2. As for the read that he returned into bis oe im 
Prophet Ezekiel, he is ſaid to be lain try, and therefore ſuppoſe that he die 

in Chaldes by 4 Prince of the Chil- Babylon. His Book 1s partly B%% CT 


dren of Iſrar/, whom he reproy'd for and partly Prophetical, 
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more immediate Care and Love of God; who, whilſt 
ere following their Studies in the Arts and Scien- 
of the Chaldeans, furniſh'd them with ſuch Under- 
ding and Knowledge, that when at the End of three 
is they were brought before the King, he found them 
ar to excel in Wiſdom all the Magicians and Aſtrolo- 
of his Country; eſpecially Daniel, to whom God 
parted a wonderful Knowledge of underſtanding and 
erpreting Dreams. A Specimen of which he ſoon 


end; for the King having a Dream one Night, it left 


5 the moſt learned among the Chaldeaus that pretended 
Divination were ſummon'd ; who excuſed themſelves 
Im telling the Dream, but readily offer'd to interpret it, 
he could recolle& it. This was ſo far from ſatisfying 
e uneaſy King, that it put him into a Rage, and he 
reaten'd them and their Families with Deſtruction, if 
ey did not conjure out the Dream. They {till perſiſted 
their Inability to perform what he demanded, urging 
t it was the Province ofa Deity, and not of a Man, ſo 
divine, and that no King ever before required ſuch a 
ang of Men of Skill and Learning. Nebuchadnezzar 
king upon this as trifling with him, gave Order that 
who profeſs'd Magick in his Dominions ſhould bede- 
boyd, Upon this Daniel and his three Friends were 
uoht for to be executed among the reſt ; but Daniel ad- 
telling himſelf to the Captain of the Guard to know the 
wle of this ſudden Decree,and the Captain acquainting 
In with the whole Matter, he went into the Preſence, 
(told the King, if he would give him Time, he would 
diſcover and interpret his Dream. Daniel having 
drain d Time, went to his Apartment, and acquainted 
Is Companions Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah, with the 
ale Matter, and defir'd them to join in Prayer with 
m to God, that he would mercifully reveal this great 
ret to them, that they might not periſh. God imme- 


ately anſwer'd their Prayers, and in a Viſion oy” 
0 


nan Impreſſion on his Spirits, as made him very un- 
. Y; and that which added to his Inquietude was, he 
by; d not recolle& the Subſtance of this Dream. Upon 
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the Secret to Daniel; who, after a Return of Praiſe 
Thankſgiving, applied himſelf to the Captain of 
Guard, deſiring him not to execute the King's Dec 
but to introduce him to him, and he would diſcorer 
interpret his Dream. Arioch the Captain, glad tobe 
cuſed from this bloody Work, readily brought Dan; 
the King, who ask'd him, if he had found our the Dre 
Daniel told him, The Secret was beyond the Rex 
humane Wiſdom, and that none but the God of He; 
could reveal it, who had been ſo gracious, for the 
of thoſe that might receive the Benefit of the Interpr, 
tion of it, to diſcover it to him. Then he thus beg: 
declare the Dream: © You ſaw an Image of a val 
** menſion, excellent in Brightneſs, but terrible in Fo 
The Head of this Image was of fine Gold, the B: 
and Arms of Silver, the Belly and Thighs of Braſs, 
Legs of Iron, and the Feet partly lron, and partly ( 
Lou ſaw, O King, a Stone cut out of the Mount! 
* but from whence it came, you knew not; 
** Stone falling upon the Feet of this Image braket 
into Pieces, and then the reſt of the Image brake 
** Duſt, which the Wind diſpers'd, ſo that it was 
more to be ſeen ; and the Stone that did this Execut 
on the Image increaſed to a great Mountain, andf 
© the Earth. This, O King, was the Dream; and thi 
the Interpretation of it. Thou art a King of K 
to whom the God of Heaven hath given Pol 
** Strength and Glory : 'Thou therefore art meant by! 
Head of Gold; and after Thee another Kingdom | 
© ariſe, as inferiour to thine as Silver is to Gold: And 
ter that a third Kingdom, emblem'd by Braſs, wi 
** ſhall govern the Earth. But the fourth Kingdom 1 
© be ſtrong as Iron, and deſtroy the other Kingdo 
and whereas the Feet were partly Iron, and P! 
Clay, this Kingdom ſhall be divided, and ſhall 
** partly ſtrong like Iron, and partly weak as Cla), 
* ſhall not mix firmly together. But in the Days of t 
* Kings, the God of Heaven ſhall ſet up a King 


- Which ſhall never be deſtroy'd ; And that ny 


DANIEL CH 
Daniel linde 8 — che Ln Dream. 
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hall not be left to other People ; but it ſhall diſperſe 
und conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall laſt for 
er, And whereas you ſaw that the Stone which 
broke the Image in Pieces was cut out of the Moun- 
in without Hands, the great God hath made known 
o the King what ſhall come to paſs hereafter; for the 
Dream is true, and the Interpretation of it is certain. 
Nebuchadnezz.ar being ſatisfy d by the Diſcovery of his 
eam, that the Interpretation muſt be true, proſtrated 
elf on the Ground and worſhipped Daniel, com- 
ding an Oblation and ſweer Odours to be offer d to 
m; which Daniel (z) refuſed, and inſtructed the King 
direct his Devotions to God. For this great Satis- 
on which Daniel gave the King in revealing and in- 
prreting his Dream, the King made him Governour of 
? whole Province of Babylon, and Chief of all the 
med Men; and beſides many great and rich Preſents 
hich he gave him, he promoted his three Friends, Ha- 
hab, Miſhael and Azariah, who by Deputatien from 
mel were to overſee the Affairs of Babylon. 

dome Time after this, the King, grown proud with his 
cceſs againſt the Jews, Egyptians, and others, and ele- 
ted with the Interpretation of his Dream, which com- 
red him to the golden Head of the Image, order'd a 
atue of Gold to be made, thirty Yards high, and of a 
bportionable Bigneſs. This monſtrous Figure he had ſer 
in the Plains of Dura, and ſummon'd his Subjects of 
Degrees and Condition to appear at the Dedication 
tat which Time Proclamation was made, that when 
Signal was given, they ſhould all proſtrate them- 
Les and worſhip it, upon Pain of being thrown into a 
ning Furnace. This Order was obey d by all, except 
E captive Jews : Which ſome of the Chaldeans obſerv- 
E they complain'd of them to the King; and not 
caring 


| 
EF) eee. Though this be not Trath, that your God is a God of Gods, 
1 » yet we may conclude and a Lord of Kings, and 4 Reveal 
| — would not admit of ſuch er ef Secrets, ſecing you conld reveal 
3 irom the Kings anſwering this Secret. 
2 (ape 2. ver. 47. I know 94 
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which they came out of the Furnace in the Preſenc 
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caring to meddle with Daniel, who at that Time was 
chief Favourite, they impeach'd Shadrach, Meſhach, 
Abednego, his three Friends. Theſe being brought be 
the King, peremptorily refuſed to pay Adoration t 
Image, telling him they truſted in a God, who was 
to deliver them from his Rage. This preſumptuous! 
ſwer (as the King took it)ſo incens'd him, that he d 
manded them to make the Furnace ſeven Times ho 
than it was before, to bind Shadrach, Meſhach and 4 
ego, and caſt them into it: Which they did; and! 
the Heat was ſo fierce that it burnt thoſe that threy t 
in, yet they had no Harm; but the Bonds with yl 
they were tied were looſed, and they walk'd in them 
of the Fire. The King at a ſecure Diſtance ſa this 
cution, and, the Fierceneſs of the Fire abating, | 
great Surprize and Amazement cried out; © Did we 
* caſt three Men into the Furnace ? Behold, I ſee! 
Men walking freely, without any Hurt, in the n 
* of the Fire, and the Form of the fourth is like 
* (a) Son of God.“ Then, approaching the Furnace 
called toShadrach, Meſbach and Abednego, and aid, * 
* Servants of the moſt high God, come hither.” U 


the King and all his Attendants, who ſaw them unh 
without ſo much as a Hair of their Heads being linge 
the leſt Smell of the Fire about them. The haughty R 
was now convinced, that there was a more poel 
Being than himſelf, who could protect his Servants! 
the Rage of the moſt inſolent and arbitrary Tyrant; 
therefore, in a ſudden Tranſport of Devotion, he d 
out, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Shadrach, M 
* and Abednego, who hath ſent his Angel, and deli 
* his Servants that truſted in him. Therefore | dec 
** that thoſe who ſhall dare to profane the God ot? 
« drach, Meſbach and Abednego, ſhall be cut in le 


(a) Son of Ged. That is, Angel of are called ths Sons of God, u / 
Gd; for ſo he is ealled, Dan. 3. 28. 6. and 38. 7. 
And in other Parts of Scripture Angels 
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ind their Houſes ſhall be made a — becauſe 


hore is no other God that can deliver after this Man- 
ber. Upon this Daniel's three Friends were afreſh 
ferred, to the great Mortification of thoſe that en- 
their former Promotion. 

ind now King Nebuchadaezzar being freed from all 
ir at home and abroad, indulg'd himſelf in the Plea- 
es of his Court, and quietly, for a Time, enjoy d the 
its of his Conqueſts; till at length another Dream 
e him freſh Diſquiet ; which he perfectly remem- 
ng, and concluding that his own People might inter- 
it, ſent not for Daniel, but for the Chaldeans ; to 
m having related his Dream, they were as much at 
Loſs, as when the King demanded of them the Diſ- 
ery of his former Dream, which he had forgot. But 
revealing of theſe divine Secrets was reſerv'd for 
Servants of God; and the King meeting with no 
tisfaction from his own Subjects, * for Daniel, to 
m he recounted his Dream, which was thus: I 
aw a Tree of a prodigious Magnitude, which ſeem'd 
t reach from Earth to Heaven. It was fair and full 
of Fruit, yielded Shelter to the Beaſts and Fowls, 
and Suſtenance to all Fleſh. 1 ſaw alſo an Angel come 
don from Heaven, who ſaid aloud, Hew down the 
Tree, cut off the Branches, ſhake off the Leaves, 
and ſcatter the Fruit, and let all Creatures depart 
rom it : Yet let the Stump remain in the Earth, with 
i Band of Iron and Braſs, in the tender Graſs of the 
Field ; and let it be wet with the Dew of Heaven, and 
et his Portion be with the Beaſts in the Graſs of the 
Earth, Let his Heart be changed from that of a Man, 


ad a Beaſ,'s Heart be given him, and let (6) ſeven 
Times 


— 


Jen. By ſcven Times, ſome Daniel. It was the Way of ſpeaking a- 
de meant a long Time, which in mom the Chaldeans, and a Year was the 
ure is Gpnited by the Number moſt common Meaſure of Time, eſpecial- 
q decauſe it denotes Perfection; as ly in the Chronicles of the Kings, See 
75 been ſaid, until a perte& or Dan 526, and 11. 13. Bur ſome are ot 
we, that the King thus brutfied Opinion, that cheſe ſeven Years, at. the 
1 The Number ſeven is Prayer of Daniel, were changed into 
hs 85 to Weeks; but oftner even Menchs. 

in elpectally in che Prophecy of 


4 
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* Times paſs over him. This is the Decree of the H 
one, that the Living may know, that the moſt H 
* ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to w| 
** he pleaſes, and ſetteth over it the baſeſt of Men 

Daniel having heard the Dream, was ſo affected i 
the dreadful Judgments that it portended to the K 
that he ſtood ſilent for the Space of an Hour; which 
King obſerving, and gueſſing the true Cauſe of his | 


turbation, bid him tell him freely whatever the Inter 
tation might portend. Then Daniel addreſſing hin 


with much Tenderneſs and Concern for the King, will: 
this inauſpicious Dream and the Interpretation might th 
fect the King's Enemies, and thus interpreted it to 
The Tree, O King, which thou didſt ſee in thy Da. 
* is thy ſelf; for thy Greatneſs reaches to Heaven, 

** thy Dominion to the End of the Earth. And Wl ſ7 


* what the Angel ſaid of hewing down the Tree, th 
** the Meaning of it: It is a Decree of the molt H 
** which is determined againſt the King; Thou ſhal 
* driven from Men, and thy Dwelling ſhall be with 
* Beaſts of the Field; Thou ſhalt eat Graſs with 
*© Oxen, and ſhalt be wet with the Dew of Heaven; 
* ſeven Times ſhall paſs over Thee, till thou kno 
that the moſt Highruleth in the Kingdom of Men, i** 
** giveth it to whomſoever he will. And whereasit 
** order'd that the Stump of the Tree ſhould be lt! 
* ſhews that the Kingdom ſhall be ſure to Thee, a 
“ Thou ſhalt have known, that the Lord of Hen 
** doth rule. And now Thou haſt heard the Interpre 
tion of thy Dream, permit me to adviſe Thee: At 
* for thy Sins by a holy Life, and by Acts of Mere 
* the Poor recommend thy ſelf to the Mercy of the Lo 
© that he may prolong thy Peace.“ Nebuchaduzz 
who had ſeen the veritying of Daniel's Prophecies! 
likewiſe been an Eye-Witneſs of God's great e 
and Providence, might have been ſomewhat deprels 
Mind at the Report of ſuch a Judgment pronoun 
perſonally againſt himſelf : But inſtead of humbling" 
lelf, and deprecating the divine Sentence by Rept 


l. 2.] 


0 Built, Nimrod is ſaid, Gen. 10. 
do be the firſt Founder ot Babylon, 
| undoubredly he was ſo. Bur 
Khadnezzay here calls himſelt 
Builder of this City, as thoſe 
V alter Or add to any great Struc- 
es, would feem to be reputed the 
t founders, and, by aſſuming to 
mlelves the Praiſe due to others, 
unguiſh che Memory of their Pre- 


telluis, At fiſt indeed Babylon 
| Jof u but a little Ciry, and that often 
* Kwaſt by the Inundations of the 
J q er Exphrates, and becauſe Semi- 


mW aterwards very much inlarg- 
ad tortihed it, and beautined it 
W many Ornaments and fine Buil- 
, the is likewiſe ſaid to have 
. it, and celebrated as the Foun- 
ot it. But atter Semiramis s 
de, che Aſſyrian K ings neꝑlecting 
Nun buil: Nineveh, making it the 
ju Reſidence, and Metropolis of 
Aſian Monarchy ; and Babylon 
A cclened, partly by the Inunda- 


e uo Exphrates, and partly by the 
| Pol onzvt Enemies, became igno- 
els and obſcure. At laſt Nebachad- 


Mortaving deltruy'd Nineveh made 
Dun the Scat of the Empire, and 
much inlarged and — 
5 rde added icveral Walls to it, 
= matnihcent Gates. In that 
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amel adviſed him, at the Twelvemonth's End, as he 
s walking in his Palace at Babylon, with great Pride 
\ Pleaſure ſurveying that vaſt and overgrown City, he 
fencatiouſly ſa d; „ Is not this great Babylon, which I 
ve (c) built for the Metropolis of my Kingdom, by 
ny own Power, and forthe Honour of my Kingdom?“ 
e Words had ſcarce paſs'd his Lips, when a Voice 
m Heaven was heard to ay, © Unto Thee, O King 
Nebuchadnezzar, it is declared; Thy K:ngdom is de- 
arted from Thee, and they ſbal) drive Thee from the 
Converſation of Men, and thy Dwelling ſhall be among 
the Beaſts of the Field. And immediately he was 
driven from the Company of Men, and he did eat 
als as the Oxen, and lived like a Brute. 


F wh, a * 


— 


By 


Part Where the Royal Palace ſtood, 
he built another City, Which he in- 
doſed with a Wall of vaſt Breadch 
and Height, where he had thoſe ta- 
mous pentil Gardens, ſo celebrated of 
old. Though Authors differ very 
much in the Height and Thickneis 
of the Walls of this City, yet it is 
certain they were prodigious in both, 
Oroſeres 5 all owuing them to be 
fifty Cubits, which at the common 
Eſtimation is ſeventy tive Feet; ſo 
that What Strabo and Cartins relate, 
viz, that Chariots could paſs by one 
another on the t pot the Walls, may 
reaſonably be credited. As to ihe 
Puniſhment which immediately be- 
tel Nebuc hadnea zar upon this vain 
exalting himtelt, he may by this Act 
be ſaĩdto have haſten'd it upon him- 
lelf, hough ic was a Year betore told 
by Daniel, tor by empharically cal- 
ling himielt the Author of theſe 
mighty Things, he deprived God of 
the Honour, by whoſe Permiſſion 
he grew ſo mighty, and capable of 
doing them. 


(4) Driven. Some think, that this 
being driven away was his own ſnun- 
ning humane Converſation during 
the Diſturbange of his Mind, which 

() made 


194 4 Compleat Hiſtory Book VII 


By this terrib!e Example God made it appear, ho 
ſeverely he can puniſh the Pride and Elevation of M: 
Hearts, by putting them into the Condition of Beal 
who by their Arrogance exalt themſelves above the $t 


of Men. 


After Nebuchadnezzar had continued his appoints 
Time 1n this ſad and forlorn Condition, he lifted ap! 
Eyes to Heaven, and God was pleaſed not only to reſta 
him to his Underſtanding and Form, but to his ſom 
Stare and Dign:ty; for which he made this thank( 
Acknowledgment : “ e) I Nebuchaduezzar do praiſe, 
* tol and honour the King of Heaven, all whoſe Wal 
&« are Truth, and his Ways Judgment; and thoſe th 
« walk in Pride he is able to lubduc. 

After the Death of Nebachadnezzar, his Son Evin 
rodach ſucceeded him, who took Compaſſion on Jets 
kim the Captive King of Judah, and releaſed him fr 
his Impriſonment in the ſeven and thirtieth Year of! 
Captivity, treating him with great Humanity and Rees 
allowing him an honourable Maintenance, and giving! 
the Precedence of all other Princes in Babylon. 

Evilmerodach's Reign was but ſhort, continuing l 
two Years, at the End of which his luxurious Son l. 
In whoſe firſt Year Daniel h 
his (F) Dream of the four Beaſts repreſenting the 0 
Monarchies: And in the third Year of this ſame K. 


ſhazzar ſucceeded him. 


made him betake himſcl{ to the 
Fields and Woods : Others, that the 
People grown weary ot his Tyranny 
conſpired againſt him, and forced 
him to fly; which laſt ſeems to de- 
rive from a Tradition of the He- 
brews, who ſay, that his Son Evil- 
merodach affecting the Throne in his 
Father's Lite-time help'd ro depoſe 
him; which is not probable, becauſe 
atter Nebuchadnezzar's State Of Bru- 
tality expired, and that he came to 
himſelf, his Subjects deſired him to 
return; but it may be ſuppoſed, that 
in his Abſence his Son might act as 
King. The Reaſon of the Variety 
ot Conjectures in this Poĩut proceeds 
from the diſtracted Hiſtory of the 
Chaldeans, Who in general ſpeak of 


WT a 

un 

Hl 

the Reigns of their Kings, hut i lol 
dom mention minute Ciicumitaa 
tor no profane Writers take nous 
this Part of Nebachadnexzar's L 

(z) 

N 00 

(e) I, &c. See Da. 4. 3+ hee © 

the Time or Manner of cs > 

Death we have no Account 1 nr 0. 

Holy Scriptures. He is ſupfo c ne... 

to have lived long atter his Rev — 

tion, but t5 have left his Ni re 

to his Son Evilmerodach, 1. Year 

thought ro have ſupplied 25,” (7) 

in the Government dung las 6 . 

ther's State of Brutaliq;. bryed, 

(4) 


(J) Dream, Sce Dan 7. 
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mel had that memorable (g) Viſion of the Ram and the 
Goat, with the Interpretation of them. (Y) After 
ich this luxurious King making a great Feaſt for his 
urtierss he commanded his Servant to bring forth the 
ed Veſſels of Gold and Silver, which his Grandfather 


ointe uchadnezzar had taken out of the Temple at Feru- 


3 that he and his Princes, with his Wives and Con- 
c g bines, might drink Wine in them: Which accordingly 
r 8 (4) done, and in their Cups they ſang Hymns of 


niſe to their Idols. Belſhazzar, thus adding Impiety 
his Exceſs, ſo provoked the great God of Heaven by 
s ſacrilegious Contempt of his holy Worſhip, and the 
ofanation of the Veſſels dedicated to his Service, that 
terrified this Prince in the midſt of his luxurious Feaſt, 
th the Appearance of a Hand, which in three Words 
rote the Sentence of his Condemnation. Belſhazzar 
s ſo concern d and frighted at this amazing Prodigy, 
t he called for the moſt learned of his People to ſhew 
mthe Meaning of it ; but notwithſtanding the promiſed 
keward of Purple Veſts and Chains of Gold to thoſe 
lat could diſcover this mighty Secret, they were ſo far 
im interpreting it, that they could not fo much as read 
This gave the King and his whole Court great Diſtur- 
ance of Mind; upon which the old (C) Queen hearing 
the King's Conſternation came into the Banqueting- 
ouſe, and told the King, That he had a Man in his Do- 
unions named Daniel, in whom was the Spirit of the 
Holy Gods, and whom his (I) Grandfather, for his ex- 


traordinary 


uſe 
Work 
ſ th 


(t) Vifon. See Dan. 8. ty, was Nitocris, Queen Dowager and 
, (J After, Though theſe Vitons Wife ot great Nebuchadnexzar. 

be placed after the luxurious and (1) Grandfather. Nebuchadnezzar 
Foe Banquet of Belſhazzar, yet is here, Dan. 5. 11. called Bellhax- 
Order ot Time they ſhouid come urs Father, not through Miſtake, 
"oe; for Daniel tells the Time of but atter the manner ot the Chats 
; as, the Dream was in the firſt deans and Hebrews , who commonly 
w, and the Vifion in the third call Grandchildren and Grear-Grand- 
9" *t Belſhazzar, children Sons, and Grand-fathers and 
ag Dae, The City of Babylon Great-Grandtathers Fathers. Thus 
be Qthis Time ſuppoſed to be be- Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob are called 
£12204 near taken. Fathers after many Generations of 


(ern. This, in all Probabili- Leſcents. 
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verified it, as Daniel 
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traordinary Ability that way, had made Maſter of 
Magicians, who would ſhew the King the Interpret 
of the Words that ſo much troubled him. The King 
of the Opportunity of diſcovering this terrible $ 
ſent for Daniel; who appearing before him, and fligh 
the Honours and Preſents the King promiſed, in Ca 
could interpret the Words, told him, That ſince he 


not humbled himſelf, nor taken Example by his Grad, 
ther Nebuchadnezzar, who for his Pride was chaſed il: 
the Converſation of Men, and reduced to the Stu ng 

nz 


Beaſts ; but lifted up himſelf againſt the Lord of He 
and prophaned the foly Veſſels dedicated to his Sen 
God being provoked by theſe his Crimes had ſenta H 
to write upon the Wall his Condemnation in theſet 
Words, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. V 
Daniel interpreted thus: By MAENE, God hath 
number'd thy Kingdom: By TEKEL, Thou art wei 
in the Ballance of his Juſticeand art found too light: 
(n) VPHARSIN, Thy Kingdom is divided, and g 
to the Medes and Perſians. The King having head 
dreadful Sentence pronounced by (o) Daniel, hon 
welcome ſoever the Interpretation was to himlclh, 
beſtow'd upon the Prophet the Honours promiſed 
cauſing him to be cloath'd in Purple, with a Chan 
Gold about his Neck, and to be proclaimed the Il 
Perſon in the Kingdom. | 
As to the fulfilling this Prophecy, God immedia 
bad predicted; for the ſame N 


(n) Numbered. That is, the Term during the Reigns of Ex ur 
of thy Kingdom. his Son, aud Belfhazzar his Ul 
ſon, and in thoſe five Yeals (3 

(% UPHARSIN. Here Daniel ſeems to have been torgotten 
in repeating the Word UPH.AR- but the old Queen, Widow < 
SIN, inſtead of it put in PERES, chadnexzar ; during Which 5 
as ſigniiy ing the ſame ching. his Solitude God vouchſated®f 

derful Viſions to diſcover te 

(o) Daniel. This Holy Prophet, Succeſſions of all the Empr7 
who had been ſo great and powerful World until the Bleſſec Ku 
in the Time of Nebuchadnezzar, is of Chriſte 
u ppoſed to have retired from Court 
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br rar King of the (p) Chaldeans was (q) ſlain, God 


ing him a terrible Example to thoſe that (hall ſacrile- 


uſly abuſe Things dedicated to his Worſhip and Ser- 


(Cs 


lgh The facrilegious Belſhaxxar being thus overtaken by 
C:/MWiin: _ Larins the Mede aſſumes the Throne; 
e beo eſteeming Zarielas a Perſon filled with the Spirit of 


xd, beſtowed on him peculiar Marks of his Favour; 
rat firſt he made him one of the three Preſidents of the 
nedom, and intended to make him Vice-Roy. The 
ng thus heaping Honours on Daniel, it gave great Oc- 
fon of Malice and Envy in the other Preſidents and 
mnces, who thinking it too much for a Captive Few 
be preferred to them, conſpir'd to ruin him. They could 
d no fault with his publick Adminiſtration, for he was 
ly juſt and faithful in all Things that concern'd the 
ng. Wherefore concluding they ſhould never find any 
ling to accuſe him of, except in Caſe of his Religion, 
xy reſolv*dto lay a Snare for him in that Reſpect. And 
this they were at firſt to ſeek how to bring their Ma- 
t to bear againſt him, for they well knew the King 
8 appriz'd of his Piety and Zeal in the Religion of his 
vuntry, and that he ſtood fo fair in the Royal Favour, 
they dared not directly attack him; and therefore they 
tuck at him a more diſtant Way; for they perſuaded 
e King to publiſh a Proclamation, That whoſoever 
ould ask any Petition either of God or Man, except of 
e King only, for the Space of thirty Days, ſhould be 
own to the Lions. The unwary King, not ſuſpecting 
ly Fraud, concluded that, becauſe they told him, all the 
elidents, of which Daniel was the firſt, had agreed to 
„ Daniel had conſented to it, taking it for a Teſti- 


ny of their Affection and Loyalty to him at his m_ 
ion 


I Chaldeans. See Dan. 5. 30. the Advantage whllſt the Chaldeans 
q) Slain, By the Medes (under were thus revelling and overcharged 

* Conduct of Darins King of the wich Wine, to divide the River En- 

en and wich the Help ot his Son- phrates, poſſeſſed themſelves ot rhe 
*4V the Great Cyrus) who at that City, aud ſurprized the. Court, 

dar bela ged Babylon, Thele taking 0 3 
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to it, and it was paſs'd intoa Decree. Tho Daniel kney 
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ſion to the Throne, without any Heſitation conſent: 


this wicked Law was levell'd at him, yet preferring th 
Law of God to that of Men, he continued his uſu 
Courſe of praying to, and praiſing God three Time 
Day,kneeling upon his Knees with his Chamber-windo 
= towards Jeruſalem. His Enemies, who had ly 
this Snare for him, ſoon found an Opportunity to betr 
him; for having taken him inthe Act of Praying, the 
preſented themſelves before Darius, and accuſed Dani! 
Contempt and Rebellion in diſobey ing the King's Deca 
deſir ng immediate Execution of the Sentence againſt hin 
The King too late ſaw the Deſign, and being vex'd athi 
eaſy Credulity in ſuffering himſelf to be thus impos du 
on, labour'd to have the Decree reverſed; but the Gra 
dees repreſented to him, that the Royal Decrees, accord 
ing to the Law of the Medes and Perſians, were unalt 
able, and that therefore the Penalty E aniel had incunt 
being irreverſible, he muſt be caſt into the Lions D. 
The King's Weakneſs in this unjuſt Act, gave Way 
the Solicitations of theſe wicked Men; and tho' Dau 
Piety and Wiſdom had recommended him very mucht 
his Favour, yet he thought in Honour he could not; 
back from his Word, and therefore deliver'd Dani! 
them, at the ſam e Time unwittingly propheſying, Ti 
the God, whom he ſerved continually, would pref 
him. Daniel being thrown into the Den, to prevent 
Means that might be attempted for his Eſcape, 3 f 
Stone was laid on the Mouth of the Den, and ſealed n 
only with the Royal Signet, but with that of the Lo 
too. The King retired to his Palace very penſive, wh 
he ſpent the Night in great Anxiety and Uneaſineb 
Mind for his Favourite Daniel; and early in the Mom 
repairing to the Den, between Hope and Deſpair, Me! 
a melancholick Tone called to Daniel; © O { aniths 
< vant of the living God, is thy God, whom thouk 
e veſt continually, able to deliver thee from the Loꝶ 
Ves, O King, replied I' aniel: My God hath nt! 
& Angel, who hath ſhut the Lions Mouths, that 
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DAN IEL CHAP.Xl. 


Daniel delivers Suſanna, 
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hye not hurt me, becauſe he found me innocent in 
his Sight, and juſt to theeꝰ . The King overjoyed to 
id the Perſon he ſo highly valued thus miraculouſly 
lerved ordered him immediately to be taken out of 
Den, and at the ſame Time commanded, that all 
loſe that had accuſed Daniel, with their Wives and 
dren, ſhould be caſt into the ſame Den, which was 
mediately done, and the Lions ſeized and tore them in 
lxces, before ever they came to the Bottom of the Den. 
The Providence of God appearing fo viſibly in the Pre- 
nation of Daniel, the King publiſhed a Proclamation, 
That in all Parts of his Dominions, Men ſhould fear 
nd tremble before the God of Daniel, for he is the 
living God, and remains for ever. His Kingdom ſhall 
not periſh, and his Dominion ſhall always indure. He 
 delivereth and reſcueth, and worketh Signs and Won- 
ders in Heaven and Earth, who hath delivered (r) Da- 


nel from the Power of the Lions, 


Daniel. Daniel lived not only 
1 Davins's Reign, which was ſeven- 
kn Years, but al ſo in the Reign ot 
ya, the firſt Perſian Monarch. In 
vie third Year, he had that ex- 
"wratnary Viſion, relating more eſ- 
jecially to the latter Times of the 
7h State, mentioned in the 10th, 
inn and 12th Chapters. Which is 
ue laſt Account the ſacred Text 
tles ot him; Which is alſo ſileut 
ais Death, tho' he is ſaid by others 
v ve died a natural Death, in the 
ind Ot the Chaldeans, and to be 
©29Urably buried there; being laid 
 amielt in the Royal Sepulchre. 
= :0wever this might be, it is cer- 
an, de lived to have the Satista ction 
J 'eelng, be tore his Death, Liber- 
s ven tor the Return ot his cap- 
we Brethten, and for re-bailding 
it Temple at Jeruſalem. 

There ae two Stories in the Apo- 
; T lome add to the Book 
* * making that of Suſanna $ 
* accuſed by the two Elders, 
ere convicted by Daniel, io be 


Aſter 


the thirteenth Chapter of Dani- ls 
Prophecy; and according to the La- 
tin the tourteenth Chapter is the Dii- 
covery Danie! made to the King of 
Babylon ot the Ido1's not earing the 
Meat that was ſet before him in his 
Temple, as the P:ieſts of that talle 
God perſuaded that Prince, as alto 
the Deſtru&ion of the Dragon, which 
the Babylonians adored, and Dauiel 
made to burſt, As to the Time of 
theſe two Storics, the firſt is ſaid to 
happen in the Reign of Afyares, 
who being called the laſt King of 
the Medes, muſt be that Darius the 
Mede, who ſlew Beſſhaxxar, and took 
Babylon, and whom Cyrns imme- 
diately ſucceeded. As to Darins the 
Medes being called Aftyages, ic is as 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe him to be the 
King in whoſe Reign the Riſtory of 
Suſanna is related, as to allow that 
he was called by other Names; i x 
he is by the Babylonians called New 
bonides, by Herodotus Labynet, and 
by the Greeks Darins Meds. Ast9 
the Hiſtory of Daniels diicovering 
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After this, Daniel lived and flouriſhed, not only throy 
the Reign of Darius the Mede, but in the Reign of ( 
Cyrus the Perſian; in whoſe firſt Year it pleaſed the Ly 
2 to touch the Heart of that Prince (according to wh 
had been foretold by the Prophet (t) Feremy) that| 
publiſhed an Edict, giving leave to all the Fews tor 
turn to their own Country, to rebuild Feruſalen : 
the Temple, to worſhip their God, to take with thi 
their Gold, their Silver and their Goods, and Beaſts 
Sacrifice. The Jews, who had long wiſhcd for th 
happy Day, prepared to ſet forward; and Zorobabe, 
Prince of Judah, whom Cyrus had appointed to beth 
Governor, led them to their own Country, conſiſting 
near fifty thouſand Souls. They took along with 
all the Veſſels and. Utenſils of the Temple, „hic 
been carried to Babylon in the Reign of Nebucha 
ar, which were reſtored to them by expreſs Order f 
Cyrus. 

When Zorobabel and thoſe under his Conduct w: 
come into Judta, they met at Jeruſalem, to undem 
the Re-building of the Temple. The Foundations 
which they laid, offered Sacrifices, and made (olen 
Prayers to God; and kept the ſeveral i caſts * 


the Cheat of Bells Prieſts and burſt- of whom it was r ad 
ing the Dragon, by the latter Part of Two hundred Years before be. 


it, whichmeations his being caſt in- 
to the Lions Den againſt the King's 
Incl ination, it ſeems to be the ſame 
Story with what we have related in 
the Text of Daniels being caſt into 
the Lions Den, and his Deliverance 
from thence; with ſome Addition 
ot Circumſtances in the Beginning, 
and Want of others in the End; and 
it being ſaid in this Hiſtory in the 
Apocrypha, that ic happened in G- 
r#ss Reign, there muſt be a Mi- 
ſtake in the Tranſcriber, and Cyras 
is put for Darius; {for in Dan. 6. 
the Text ſays poſitively, that Aion 
or Daniels was in the Reign of Da- 
rut, Who had promoted Daniel. 

(5) Cyrus, This was that Cyrns 


born, by the Prophet Iſalab, 44- 
He ſaith to Cyrus, Thou art my 
herd, and he ſhall perform all my » 
fire, ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thos #4 
be built, and to the Temple, thy F. 
dation ſhall be ſurely laid. Tun! 
rus being already King ot the Me 
and Perſians, reſolving to unue | 
Babylonian Monarchy to his 01 
march'd towards that City wid 
Army; took Shuſhan, or Suja, * 
routed Nabonides in Battle. 1 
this Defeat of Nabonides 0! Da 
the Mede, Cyrns beſieged and © 
Babylon, by which he became Mit 
of all the Eaſt; which till den 3 
been divided into ſeveral V narche 
(e) Feremy, See ch. 29. % 16 
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„the Law. It was in the ſecond Month of the ſecond 
ar of their Return from the Captivity, that they laid 
e Foundation of the Temple, which was begun with 
the Solemnity and Magnificence that the Circum- 
ances of Time and Place would admit: But when 
me of the Ancients, who had ſeen the firſt Temple 
fore Nebuchadnezzar cauſed it to be demoliſhed, they 
uſt into Tears, when they ſaw by the Foundation of 
lis, how much ſhort it was like to come of the former. 
Whilſt they were going on with the Temple, the Sa- 
ritans, who were planted in ſeveral Cities of //ael in 
ie Room of thoſe Iſraelites that Salmanaſſer King of 
nia had long before carried away Captives, hearir, 
hat the People of Judah had begun to build the Tem- 
e, they came to the Governour Zorobabel, and deſired 
join with them in the Work, alledging, That they 
ved the fame God as the People of Judah did. But 
he Governour and the Chiefs of the Families of 1/rael 
yould by no means allow them to have any Share in this 
Vork, fearing that they, who were Idolaters, notwith- 
ſunding they pretended to worſhip the God of Hfrael, 
night profane the Temple with Idolatry. This Refuſal 
o exaſperated the Samaritans,that they from that Moment 
made it their Buſineſs to obſtruct the carrying on the 
Work. Notwithſtanding which the Jews went on, till 
be Samaritans having by Bribes corrupted ſome Perſons 
Hout the King, put a (v) Stop to it, which laſted till 
e Reign of (2) Darius. | 

Cyrus 


* Stop. This Stop to the Build- Variety of Names given to ſeveral 

on the Temple may be ſuppoſed Kings, would ſo coutound the Chro- 
: ave been given in Cyras's Time, nology: that it would be impoſſible 
* *. 4. Fo to reduce it to auy Certainty. For 
%s Darint. This muſt be Darius Cambyſes the Son of Cyras is called 
© /aſtis, and the Darins, in whoſe Ahaſnerns. To him the Samaritans 
| _ Year the Building was car- ſent Letters to ſtop the Building of 
Fed on, was Darius Nothns, in the Temple. They likewiſe ſear to 
Pile Time the Prophets Haggai and Magus on the ſame Account. This 
Le propheſied, and not beſore; Prince had poſſeſſed himſelf ot the 

Et. 5. 1. Indeed if it were not Perſian Empire after the Death ot 
" Oemporary Occurrences, the Abaſaeras; and would not nn” 
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Cyrus the Perſian having taken the City of Shuſhay, 


the Territory of Babylon, it was by his Succeſſors mx 

the Reſidence of the Per//az Monarchs. Here it vn 
Abaſuerns ſolaced and rega ed himſelf after his Eyyrigiu 
Expedition, inviting all the Princes and Governours fa | 
his Provinces to an Entertainment of an hundred ac 
fourſcore Days; and after that he invited the inferioMhi: 
People with the reſt to another Fgaſt which laſted ſeꝗ H 
Days. Nor was this Feaſting only among the Men, bil 
alſo among the Women; for Yaſhti the Queen had pili f 


vided a Banquet for the Ladies in the Palace. The 
Day of this Feaſt the King in a Frolick, or rather Fon 
neſs, would ſhew his Queen to his Gueſts, for ſhe y 
very beautiful, and ſending his ſeven Chamberlainsto 
tend her to him, he ordered that ſhe ſhould come wi 
the Crown on her Head. The haughty Queen diſda 
ing to be made a publick Spectacle, refuſed to obey t 
_ Command, which ſo incenſed him, that conſi Du 
ing how to puniſh her for this publick Affront, its 

agreed, That for Fear this Act of the Queen's ſhould 
brought into a Precedent, ſhe ſhould be depoſed for 
Contumacy, and that a Collection of the faireſt Wom 
ſhould be made for the King to take his Choice of iim 
This laſt Propoſal ſuited with the luxurious Monarch: 
among ſt the Crowd of Beauties that were brought 
Court, none pleaſed the Eye of this amorous Prince 


the fair () Eſther, She was of Fewiſh Race, Niece to 1 Ins 


the Jews to re- build their City or of that ſignal Event, and give a 
Temple. He is likewiſe by Hiſto- count of the Original ot the Fes 
rians called by ſeveral Names, being Lots, EF. 3. 7. and afterwatss: 
in Eſar. 4. 7. called Artaxerxes. it to the Number ot tbe 
(% Eſther. As to the Author of the Books: It was firſt written i 
Book of Efther, it isuncertain who it brew, as we have it in the 01 
was. Some have thought it was writ- Chapters of St. Jeroms Vertu u nc 
ten by Mordecai, becauſe the Book Grecian Jew at.erwards made 5 
takes Notice, that Mordecai wrote tions, which have been 10/0 
Letters to all the Jews on the four- their proper Places, ia the 0 
teenth and fifteenth of the Month Verſion, and placed all roge:* 
Adar; but it is not laĩd, that he wrote St. Jerome, at the End ot tus! ds 
all the Hiſtory. It is more likely, from the rwenty tourch Veii-% 
that the great Synagogue caus d it co tenth Chapter. 
be compos d, to preſerve the Memory 
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of the Tribe of Benjamin. This Virgin having 
ther Parents, lived at Shuſban with her Uncle, at the 
me that Queen Vaſhti was depoſed. Eſther's native 
zuty, and ſweet Diſpoſition ſo ingaged the fond King, 
t he ſet the Royal Crown upon her Head, and made 
Queen inſtead of depoſed Vaſbti. At the Celebration 
iis Nuptialy he made a Feaſt to all his Court, which, 
Honour to his new Queen, he called Eſther's Feaſt, 
for her Sake not only made Preſents to his Gueſts, 
t for that Time remitted the Tribute of all his Pro- 


ces. 
Mur decai at Eſther's farſt going to Court had cautioned 
not to diſcover that ſhe was a Jeu, which ſhe care- 
ly obſerved ; and it might be her Uncle's Care that ſhe 
ould not be refuſed by the King for being a Captive; 
hich might be the ſame Reaſon why Mordecai conceal- 
his Relation to Eſther, leaſt it might be diſadvanta- 
nus to her. And for theſe Reaſons he may be ſuppoſed 
have continued a contented Waiter at Court, till ſome 
wurable Opportunity offered to promote him: Which 
n preſented. It happened whilſt Mordecai attended at 
t Palace Gate, he got Knowledge of a Conſpiracy 
med by two of the Chamberlains to ſeize and murder 
King. This he immediately communicated to his 
lkce the Queen, and ſhe acquainted the King with it 
| Mordecai's Name. Upon which the two Chamber- 
Is were ſeized, convicted and hanged ; and the whole 
fair recorded in the Perſian Annals: But Mordacai 
v not pr: ſently taken Notice of. 
About this Time King Ahaſuerus had been very laviſh 
bis Favour to a proud Amalekite named Haman, whoſe 
lerits are not mentioned, and it's probable, they might 
r obſcure as thoſe of Favourites generally are. How- 
fr it was, ZZamar is advanc d in Honour above all the 
Mnces of the Court; and all the Attendants about the 
vurt pay him Reverence, except Mordecai, This was 
0 at firſt obſerved by Haman; but ſome of the Atten- 
ts, who were deſirous of obliging the Court-Favou- 
% informed Zaman, that Mordecai the Few refuled to 
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pay him Reverence. This inflamed the haughty Ham 


who ſtrait way meditated Revenge; but ſuch a blood 
one, as nothing between Man and Man could deſery 
for no leſs than a whole (x) Nation muſt bleed to arg 
for the petty Shght of this aſpiring Wretch. This wx 
great as well as wicked Undertaking; and Humm 
go ſurely to work in it, called his People about him, 
made chem caſt the Lot before him from Day to Dy 
from the firſt Month to the Twelfth, that they mig 
know, what Month and Day would be moſt propitio 
to their Deſign. So that Haman, to his Mortificatin 
was forced to bear with Mordecai's Contempt every Di 
for a Year. But at laſt Hamam having fixed a Time,; 
dreſſed the King, and obtain'd a Decree to put all t 
Jeu to Death throughout the King's Dominions. F 
this bloody Execution Letters were diſpatched to al 
vernours of Provinces and Cities, ſealed with the King 
Seal, which put the poor 7ews into a great Perplext 
and Fright ; but eſpecially in the Royal City of huſk 
from whence this Decree was iſſued. None in that Pla 
was more ſenſible of the diſmal Conſequences of this cu 
Decree than Mordecai; who rending his Clothes, 
putting on Sackcloth and Aſhes, went through the Cit 
bemoaning the hard Fate that threatened him and his Cou 
trymen. This was ſoon taken Notice of, and reported! 
the Queen; who not knowing the Occaſion, ſent Cloil 
to her Uncle, which he refuſed, ſending Word by t 
Meſſenger the true Cauſe of his Mourning, and the Dat 
ger ſhe and all her Nation were in, and that unles1 
immediately repaired to the King, and interceded is 
them, they ſhould all be cut off. Eſther made a Dil 
culty to undertake the Affair; becauſe it was forbid a 


Perſon to come into the King's Preſence, without 5 
Ord 


(x) Nation. The fifty thouſand ſuppoſe, that they multiplied at, 
mat went with Zorobabel co re-build bylon inſtead of diminiſhing. | 
Jeruſalem and the Temple, were not Exra the Scribe, and ſeveral of 
all that were left of the Fewiſh Na- returned after the Temple was 
tion, to be ſure: for we may rather and dedicated, fee Exr. 7+ b 
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Order, upon Pain of Death. Mordecai returned An- 
yer that ſhe ought rather to run the Hazard of her 
own Life, than ſuffer all her own Nation to per ſn. This 
wuZ d Eſther, and ſhe ſent him Word to cauſe all the 
Yes in Shuſhan to faſt three Days, as ſhe wou d do; 
ad after that ſhe would addreſs the King, though it 
ws againſt the ()) Law, let what would happen. At 
he End of this Faſt ſhe dreſs d her ſelf in her Royal 
Robes, and going to the King's Apartment, made a Stop 


juſt as ſhe came in Sight of the King, who immediately 
ed out his Scepter to her, and ask'd her what ſhe re- 


queſted of him. This incourag'd her to approach nearer, 


nd ſhe touching the End of the Scepter, he told her, 
ke would grant her Requeſt, tho it coſt half his King- 
bm, Upon this ſhe told him, ſhe deſired him and Ha- 
nn to come and partake of a Banquet ſhe had provided 
for them. Her Requeſt was ſo much the more accepta- 
ble to the King in that ſhe had invited his Favourite Ha- 
no; who though he was a conſtant Companion of the 
Royal Debauches, was not at this Time preſent with his 
luxurious Maſter 3 wherefore the King gave Order, 
lat Zaman ſhould have ſpeedy Notice, that he might 
mend the Queen's Invitation. All Things being pre- 
pared, and the Gueſts fat, the King was ſo well pleaſed 
vith his Entertainment, that he again repeated his for- 
mer Promiſe of granting the Queen whatſoever ſhe ſhould 
a even to the Half of the Kingdom. The Queen not 
thinking this a proper Time to open the Secret to the 
King, deſir'd the King and Haman's Company once more 
be next Day to a Banquet, and then ſhe would tell him 
ber Requeſt. The King readily conſented, and ſo the 
Company ſor that Time broke up. 

Hanau not a little pleas d that he ſhould be thus di- 
linguiſh'd, not only by the King, but by the 2 — 

orm 


(7) Law, It was a Rule in the be put to Death; except ſuch to 
?"fan Court, that whoſoever did wh-m, as à yeculiar Favour, the 
me do the King in the inner Court King ſhould hold forth the Golden 
Walled, was liable by the Law to Sceptre, Esch. 4. 11. 
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form'd ſtrange Notions of future Happineſs to himſe 
and went out of the Preſence ſo elevated, that he er 
pected nothing leſs than the Reſpect due to him, as th 
ſecond Perſon in the Kingdom. As he paſs'd, all pai 
him the moſt profound Reverence, except Mordira 
who took no Notice of this gaudy Courtier ; whic 
ſtung the haughty Favourite to the Heart. However 
he conceal'd his Reſentment, and when he was com 
Home, he began to pride himſelf in his proſperous Cor 
dition, and recounting to his Family the Honours th 
King had heap'd upon him, he told them how ti 
Queen had diſtinguiſh'd him above all the Court, ini 
ting him only to accompany the King to a Banquet, 
that to morrow he was to atrend her again upon 
ſecond Invitation. © Yet, ſaid he, what Pleaſure isthi 
cc fo long as I ſee the hated Mordecai, who ſhews m 
ce no Reſpect. His Friends concur with him in! 
Reſentment, and to make ſhort Work with Mord 
adviſe Haman to order a Gibbet fifty Cubits high to! 
prepared, and to petition the King, that Mordecai mig 
the next Day be hang'd on it. Hamam, who vail 
imagin d the King would not deny him ſuch a Trift 
a wretched eus Life, approv'd the Project, and t 
Gibbet was ſet up. 

But God was pleaſed to diſpoſe Matters otherwiſetht 
this proud Son of gag had done: For it happen d th 
the Night before this Entertainment was to have beg 
a ſudden Inquietude ſeiz d the King, ſo that he cou 
not ſleep ; wherefore to divert himſelf he called for i 
Annals of his Reign, and order'd one to read them! 
him ; who coming to that Paſſage which mention 
Mordecais Diſcovery of the Treaſon of the two Chl 
berlains, that had conſpired againſt the King, he a5ke 
What Reward had been b:ſtow'd on Mordecai fort 
Serv ice ? They told him, none, Whereupon the K 
asked, Who waited without? They told him, Han: 
whom he order d to be call'd in. Human, whoſe 
ſentment had kept him as wakeful as the King's Inqu 
tude had him, was come early to Court, to W 
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rdecai might be hang'd on the Gibbet he had pro- 


mmand, he doubted not in the leaſt of having his Pe- 


ing prevented him, by asking him, What Honour 
auld be beſtow'd on the Man the King delighted to di- 
wuiſh ? Zaman vainly concluding hamſelf the happy 
in, reſolved not to be wanting in laying it on, and 
krefore thus adviſed the King : Let the Man, whom 
the King deſigns to honour, be cloathed in the Royal 
Garments, be mounted on the ſame Horſe the King 
uſes to ride on, have the Royal Diadem ſet on his 
Head, and the chief Man in the Kingdom lead the 
Horle by the Reins, walking before him, and proclaim- 
ng, Thus ſhall it be done to the Man, whom the 
King delights to honour. ” Zaman had no ſooner de- 
rred his Advice, but the King quite contrary to his 
ope and Expectation, bid him get the Horſe, Apparel 
Diadem ready, and do juſt as he had ſaid to Mor- 
ai the Few, charging him not to fail in the leaſt Part 
{ ir. This cut the proud Hamas to the Heart, whoſe 
houghts at that Time were imployed wholly on his 
wn Advancement. But the King's Word was a Law, 
nd he knew there was no diſputing it. Therefore he 
ks forced ro obey, and attend Mordecai in the Form 
imſelf had preſcribed, proclaiming before him all the 
Way he went, Thus ſhall it be done tothe Man, whom 
e King delights to honour. The Ceremony being over, 
Vordecai return'd to his Poſt at the Palace Gate; and 
mer in great Diſcontent haſtened -Home; where he 
dated to fis Family the Diſgrace he had ſuffered, in 
being forced to do Honour to his Enemy. They conſi- 
1g the Condition of the Man, told him the Fate of 
lining Favourites, and that if Mordecai was a Few, 
it would riſe upon his Ruine. Whilſt they were enter- 
aning Haman with this melancholy Prefage, Meſſengers 
ame to haſten him to the Queen's Feaſt. Where the — 
King come, he asked her, as before, what her Reque 

vat She anſwered, © It was Mercy for her ſelf = 

8 3 7 : &« 2 


&d ; and being call'd into the Preſence by the King's 


von anſwered. But as full of Hope as he was, the 
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ce all her Nation, which he, by the Advice of ac 
« Enemy had delivered up to Deſtruction. ** The K 
in great Concern aked her, who had been guilty of 
wicked a Contrivance? She anſwered, It was Han 
This put Hanan in a terrible Fright ; which the K 
obſerving, and looking upon him with great Indignatio 
he roſe — the Banquet and went into the Garde 
Haman alſo roſe, and taking the Opportunity of u 
King's Abſence, addreſſed himſelf to the Queen to þ 
his Life; but whilſt he was in this ſuppliant Poſturet 
King return'd, and ſeeing Hamas ſo near the Out: 
—_ ſuggeſting that Haman had ſome baſe Deſign t 

er, cricd out in a Rage, Will he raviſh the Que 
« before my Face? No ſooner were the Words pal 
his Lips, but Haman's Face was covered, which was 
ſure Token of Death to him, and Harbonah the Eunud 
having notice of Haman's Deſign upon Moradeca, tol 
the King that Haman had prepared a Gibbet fifty Fe 
high, to hang Mordecai upon; which the King hearing 
commanded them to hang Hamam upon it. Executi 
thus done on Haman, the King gave his Eſtate tot 
Queen, which ſhe diſpoſed of to Mordecai; to what 
the King in Conſideration of his former Service, andi 
lation to the Queen, gave his Ring, as he had befat 
done to Haman. But avvioxt nas Hamam was f 
moved, the Decree againſt the eus remained in Forc 
wherefore the Queen Hired the King to recall it; whic 
he not only granted, but put out another Edict, giv 
Leave to the Jews to take Revenge on their Enemies t 
ſame Day. Purſuant to that Order the Jews flew the 
Enemies and Perſecutors in Shuſban, in which Numb 
fell Haman's ten Sons, and throughout all other Citi 
of Aſjria. Ever ſince the Jeu have kept a lolem 
Feſtival in Memory of this ſignal Deliverance on t 
fourteenth and fifteenth of the Month Adar, which w 
called the Feaſt of (z) Lots, But let us return to 
ruſalem. 1 


(=) Lots. See Efth. 3. 7. and the Feaſt of Purim, ſrom the > 
Note on (w) laſt. It Was called the Word Par, which bgna8es * 
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The Building of the City and Temple of Jeruſalem 
ing been delayed for many Years, was at laſt ſet on 
ot again in the ſecond Year of (a) Darius, at the 
ſtigation of the two Prophets, Haggai and Zechary. 
r being diſcouraged by the Samaritans, and the Prohi= 
ion from the Court, they concluded that this was not 
: (by) Time the Lord had decreed for the re- building 
Houſe : Tho? at the ſame Time they built (c) Houſes 
:themſelves. For this the Prophet Haggai reproved 
m, telling them, that their want of Succeſs in other 


Vol. 2. 


u inſtituted Mordecai in Re- 
mbrance of the Jews Delivery 
n Haman, by whom Lots were 
| Day by Day, and Month by 
"th, for the Deſtruction of them. 
was ordered to be kept rwo Days 
this Reaſon : The Jews at Shu- 
bad two Days allowed them to 
enge themſelves of their Enemies, 
the reſt of the Jews in other 
es had but one. This cauſed at 
t ſome Difference in their Time 
Feaſting, For the Fews in all other 
s of the Kingdom having done 
ecution on their Enemies the thir- 
th Day, kept their rejoicing 
it on the fourteenth, But the 
at Shuſhan being ingaged both 
c thirteenth and fourteenth Days 
&iending themſelves, kept the 
Aral for their Deliverance on 
e atteenth Day. But afterwards, 
*n Mordecaz had made a Record 
Ws great Deliverance » he ſent 
Mes to all the Fews throughout 
* Dominions of Ahaſnerns, to e- 
wilh it as a ſtanding Ordinance 
Mug them, that they ſhould kee 
a the fourteenth and fifreent 
1 ot the Month Adar (which 
ju the twelfth Month with them, 
N takes in Part of the twelfth, 
ut of the firſt Month with 
Jeatiy, as the Days whereon 
* jews reſted from their Enemies, 
us Mordecai eſtabliſhed, and be- 
þ "**Xt in Place and Power to the 
ud, he wrote to the Jews about 
nd Queen Eſther wrote alſo 
= Ws Authority to confirm his 
Tu The Jews thereupon, in 
es, ook it as an Obligation 


: 


Things 


upon them and their Poſterity, that 
they would, without fail, keep theſe 
two Days, at the appointed Time 
every Year; in every Family, Pro- 
vince, and City, to be a Memorial 
of their Deliverance, to them and 
their Poſterity for ever. Ia theſe 
two Days they read the Hiſtory of 
Efther in their Synagogues; and as 
oiten as they hear the Name of H- 
man mention d, they do with their 
Fiſts and Hammers beat upon the 
Benches and Boards, as if they did 
kuock upon Haman's Head. 


(a) Darins. This, as I have be- 
fore ſaid in the Note on laſt, (v) 
muſt be Darius Nothas, and not 
Darius Longimanas, whom ſome will 
have to be Eſber's Son; for the 
Prophets Haggai and Zechary are not 
mentioned till Darius Nothus s Reign, 
in the ſecond Var of which, the 
Building of both City and Temple 
went forward ; and Darins Longi- 
manss reigning Thirty nine or for- 
ty Years, it is ſcarcely ſuppos d it 
begun to go forward in his Reign. 
Belides, it Darias Longimanns Was 
the Son of Eſther, it may give Oc- 
caſion of Wonder, that ſo good 2 
Woman, and fo zealous a Few as 
Mordecai, having ſuch Intereſt as 
they had with King Ahaſuerns, 
ſhould not have promoted that 
Work. 


(5) Time. See Hagg · 1. 4. 


(c) Horſes. Ibid. V» 41 
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forwarded the Building ſo much, that it was near finiſt 
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Things was owing to their Neglect in going on witht 
Lord's Houſe. This rouz'd both the Governor x 
People, who being ſenſible of their Neglect, refolye 
make Amendsby their future Obedience, reſuming th 
Work with great Alacrity : and to continue them int 
good Temper, the Prophet Haggai was again ſent 
them, to aſſure them that the Lord was with them int! 
Undertaking : And that, notwithſtanding the fon 
Temple far exceeded what this was like to be, yerifth 
continued obedient, he would fill this Houſe with 
greater Glory than he had done the former. 

Two Months after Haggai had propheſied, and can 
ly preſſed the eus to be zealous and diligent in buildi 
the Temple, the Lord ra ſed up another Prophet, 2 
chary, the Son of Barachiah, to incourage them in th 
Undertaking ; in which neither Governour, High Pr 
nor People were wanting, but every one in his Snt 


when Tatnai, King Dariuss Governour, and otherEn 
mies to the Fes, having Notice of what they were df | 
ing, came and demanded by what Authority they re-bu 
the Temple and the Wall about it, and would know tl 
Names of the Undertakers. Tatnai and his Fri 
thought to have frighted the Fews from their Work vi 
theſe Queſtions, but the Elders perſiſted, and the f 
phets aſſiſted with their Prayers and good Inſtruction: ; 
Theſe Adverfaries miſſing of their Aim, and ſecing Ki 

ews would not be frighted from their Work, acqua 
ed the King with the whole Matter ina (e) Letter 1 th 


(4) Greater. The Prophet here worldly Splendor, when in . tes 


means not any external Pomp or he ſaid, be would ſhake the 5 


worldly Splendor; for in thoſe the 
old Temple, built by Solomon, far 
Exceeded the New, at the beſt. Bur 
he means by the greater Glory, thar 
Bleſſing of Peace, Hagg. 2. Io. which 
the World injoyed at the Birth of 
the Prince of Peace, the Saviour of 
the World; for it cannot be ſup- 
poſed, that God by his Prophet 
would ſpeak ſo magnificently of any 


vens and Earth, the Sca and L 
and that the Defire of all Nan 
ſhould come. And undoubted 
moving the Nations, v. 5 — - 
the calling of the Gentiles, Wie ho | 
Iſaiah and other Prophets VY 
ways joined with the comiv d 
Meſſiah: And therefore nothing bow! 
this could be that greater C9. 

(e)] Letter. See EN. J., 
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ir aMupoſe: © That going to the Province of Fudea, to 
vWF the Houſe of the great God, we found the Building 
in great Forwardneſs. Then asking the E'ders of the 
in People, Who ſet them to Work, and their Names, that 
cnt WF we might certify to thee, O King, they returned us 
nt Anſwer : That they were the Servants of the God of 
om Heaven and Earth; and were re- building the Houſe, 
ti that was many Years ago built by a great King of 1/- 
h ; but that their Fathers having provoked the Lord 
God of 1/7ael by their accumulated Tranſgreſſions, he 

an exve them into the Hand of Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
11088 3:bylor, the Chaldean, who deſtroyed this Building, 
„nd carried the Inhabitants Captive to Babylon. But 
e the great Orus made a Decree in their Favour, im- 
puh powering them to return and rebuild their City and 
u Temple, reſtoring to them all the ſacred Veſſels and 
ul WF Utenſils. Upon this Incouragement they laid the 
r 9 Foundation of this Houſe of God, that is in Jeruſa- 
e en; which is now almoſt finiſh'd. If the King there- 
du fore pleaſe, let ſearch be made among the Records, 
i that we may know, whether any ſuch Decree was 
ea made by Cyrus; and let the King direct us what to do 
ui in this Affair. Search accordingly was made, and in 
anne the Decree of Cyrus for rebuilding the Tem- 
Aae and City of Ferwſalem was found; which when 
ing Darius had read, he gave a ſtrict Charge to Tarnai 
111d his other Officers, not to moleſt or diſturb the Jews 
to their Work; and, to make them ſenſible of his good 
b ecination to the Jews, he ordered Tarnai and his other 
vernours to advance Money out of the ſeveral Tri- 
„sin their Diſtricts for that Uſe, and to furniſh them 
ch Materials for the ſame; and if they wanted Beaſts 
x." Sacrifice, or any Proviſions of Corn, Salt, Wine or 
i to diſtribute to them according to the Direction of 
wm he Prieſts that were ar J ernſalem — And all this ro be 
% ie upon the Penalty of having their Houſes pulled 
„in and made a Dunghil, and themſelves hanged. 
7 Theſe Men readily complied with the King's Command, 
niſhing the Jews with all Neceſſaries, and the Work 
F Went 
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went on ſo proſperouſly and ſpeedily, that in the ſut 
Year of Darius it was finiſh'd. * Aſter which, the 
of the Captivity, and thoſe that they had proſelyted fro 
the Idolatry of the Heathen, celebrated the Feaſt of t 
Y Dedication of the Temple with great Joy, offery 
a hundred Bullocks, two hundred Rams, four hund 


Lambs, and twelve Goats, according to the Number 
the twelve Tribes of J/7acl: And having ſettled 1 
Prieſts and Levites in their Order for the Service of Gy 
they kept the Paſſover at the uſual Time, and the Fe 
of unleavened Bread ſeven Days, for Joy that the Li 
had inclined the Heart of the King to incourage and a 
them in the re-building the Houſe of the Lord God 


Tſracl. 


The Temple being finiſh'd, (g) Ezra a Prieſt a 
Scribe, learned in the Law of God, who had hithe 
continued at Babylon, with others of the Captiv 
which had not yet returned, having obtained Leave 
the King, prepared to go to 
King not only readily conſented, but gave him an am 
(5) Commiſſion to take with him what he ſhould th 


* After. Before this, wiz. in the 
fourth Year of Darius, the Jews in 
Captivity had ſent a Meſlage to 
Jeraſalem to know how they were 
to behave themſelves in Relation ro 
their former Faſts, now that the 
Temple was re-building ? (The 
ſeveral Faſts they had kept were on 
certain mournful Occaſions z as par- 
ticularly that Faſt in the fifth Month, 
Which was for the Deſtruction of 
the Temple, and that in the ſeventh 
Month tor the Murder of Geda- 
liah their Governour , Fer. 52. 12. 
and 41. 1, 2.) To this the Lord re- 
turned Anſwer by his Prophet Ze- 
char, chap. 7. ver. 5. Oc. That they 
had not in thoſe Faſts obſerved his 
Will, ( rather deploring their cala- 
mitous Condition, than humblin 
themſelves by Repentance ) and that 
it would pleaſe him better, to ſee 
them execute true Judgment, and 

ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion one to- 
nards another, and abſtain from op- 


eruſalem. To thist 


necell; 


the 


preſſing the Widow, the Father. 
Stranger and the Peor, and from 2 
gining Evil one againſt another. 


(f) Dedication. The Feaſt ot 
dication is termed in the new T4 
ment Enkhainia, a Fealt wel 
ſomething is renewed; becauict 
Things only are reputed contecta 
which are ſeparated from their 
mon, and dedicated to ſome 
and holy Ule. We read of n 
Things conſecrated 1n the Old Te 
ment: as the Tabernacle, the Te 
ple, Prieſts, Altars, Veſſels and 6 
ments: But there was no An 
ſary or yearly Solemuity app 
to be obſerved in Rememari 
their Conſecration. 


(g) Exya. See his Genealvf} 
duced from Aaron, hap» 7 


(% Commiſſion. See Cera 7. 
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ſxi:fary both for his Journey thither, and Service there; 
tha ing him with Money to buy Cattle for Sacrifice, 
| frofW@riſions of Corn, Wine, Oil and Salt, and giving him 
iet to take of his Treaſures in thoſe Parts to the 
ferne of a (i) hundred Talents of Silver: Beſides which, 


ove to the Prieſts, Levites, Singers, Porters, and 
) Nethinims, or Miniſters of the Houſe of God, an 
emnity from all Toll, Tribute or Cuſtom ; impower- 
Era at the ſame Time to appoint Magiſtrates and 
iges over the People, to do Juſtice among them, and 
tuft thoſe that knew not the Law of God. 

Era having returned Thanks to the Lord, who had 
b6mercifully inclined the King's Heart to beautify and 
m the Temple, and given him Favour in the Eyes of 


King and his Princes, prepared to return to Feruſalem 
wen thoſe chat were left at Babylon, being in Number 


2 thouſand, four hundred and ninety-ſix Males. With 
ke he took his Way by the River that runneth to Aba- 
; Where, incamping three Days, he took an Account 
the People, and finding no Levites or Nethinims among 
kn, he ſent back Eliexer and ſome others to Iado, 
io was chief of the Nethinims at Caſphia, requiring 
n to ſend with them ſome Officers fit for the Service 
the Lord's Houſe ; upon which they brought ſeveral 
lite, and two hundred and twenty Nethinims to the 
mp. And now Ezra, conſidering the great Charge 
Money and Plate they had with them, and to what 
ſagers they might be expoſed in their March, proclaim- 
a Faſt, to implore the divine Protection over them 
their Subſtance. For tho he might, for asking, have 
4 Convpy from the King, yet remembring he had 
{the King, that the (I) Hand of their God would be 


n them, he declined it. Therefore having faſted and 
prayed 


0) Hundred, ec. That is, Thir- of the Temple; ſuch as the fraud- 
den thouſand, tive hundred uleat Gibeonites were firſt appoint- 
1 ed to. 

Fethiaims. Theſe were Under- (Y) Hand. See Ezra 7+ 28, and 
et tor the more ſervile Work Ibid. 8. 22+ 
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ray ed on this Occaſion, they ſet forward; and E 
—— delivered by Weight to twelve of the Prieſtz t 
Gold, Silver and Veſſels, which the King and his Coy 
ſellors and others had given him as an Offering tot 
Houſe of the Lord, he injoined them to keep d 
(m) Treaſure ſafe, till they came ro Jeruſalem, and thi 
to deliver it by Weight to the Chief of the Prieſts: 
Levites, as they had received it of him. 

As Ezra had apprehended, they were in Danger 
their March, for they were () Way-laid ; but Gody 
with them and preſerv'd them, and after a Journey 
four Months, they arrived fafe at 
ving refreſhed themſelves three Days, they delivered: 
Treaſure by Weight in the Houſe of the Lord to thi 
Prieſts that were appointed to receive it, and an Inv 
tory of the Number and Weight was taken. Thenth 
offer'd a Burnt- offering of twelve Bullocks for thetud 
Tribes, ninet y- ſix Rams, ſeventy Lambs, and tut 
He-Goats. After which Ezra deliver d the King's Co 
miſſion to the Officers, who in Obedience to it, furnill 
the People with all Things neceſſary for the Service 


the Temple. 


Soon after this, ſome of the chief 7/7achtes compli 
to Ezra, that the Prieſts, Levites, and People, had 
ſeparated themſelves from the Abominations of the 
cient (o) Natives; but had taken their Daughters i 
Wives to themſelves, and Sons. This threw Ezra into 


(m) Treaſure, This Treaſure was 
of a conſiderable Value: For there 
were {ix bundred and fifry Talents 
ot Silver, which at three hundred 

ſeventy five Pounds to the Talent, 
make rw? hundred forty-three 
thouſand, ſeven hundred and fifty 
Pounds. The Silver Veſlels weigh- 
ed a hundred Talents, which came 
to thiriy-ſeven thouſand and five 
hundred Pounds, The Gold in Coin 
was an hundred Talents, which, at 
four thouſand five hundred Pounds 
each Talent, make fons hundred 


0 ar 


Feruſalem, here 


viok 


and fifty thouſand Pounds, Be 
which, there were twenty Baſong 
Gold of a thouſand Drams, anc! 
Veſſels of fine Copper, as Vull 
as Gold. 

n) Way-laid. See Exra h. 31 

o) Natives. Thele were the 
naanites, Hitti tes, Perizzitth } 
ſites, Ammonites, Moabites, Es 
tians and Amorites; with who 
Iſraelites were exyrelly ſorbidden 
Manner of Converſation, Des. 
35 Sc. 
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iolent a Fit of Grief, that he tore off the Hair of his 
Head and Beard, and they that had any Fear or Con- 
em on them, aſſembled to him, and bemoaned the 
Innſgreſſion of thoſe that had been Captives, and were 
rely drawn into theſe wicked Practices; and Ezra, ha- 
ing continued in a ſorrowful Poſture till the Time of 
Evening Sacrifice, then fell on his Knees, and ſpreadin 

out his Hands to the Lord, made this humble (p) Con- 
lion and rayer. Our Tre'pals is ſo ar that I 
m aſhamed to look up to thee, O Lord. We have 
been Sinners from the Beginning; for which thou didſt 
« deliver our Kings and Prieſts into the Hands of the 
* Heathen Kings. But thou haſt ſhewed us Favour 
* in our Captivity, and inclined the Hearts of the Kings 
* of Perſia to be merciful to us, and reſtore us to Jeru- 
* ſalem, And now, what ſhall we fay for our ingrareful 
* Diſobedience in neglecting thy Commandments? Thou 
* haſt forbid us to Jefile our ſelves with the Abomina- 
tions of the People of the Land; to marry their 
* Daughters, or partake of their Wealth; and yet we 
have broke thy Commandment, and made Affinity 
* with them. Thou mayeſt juſtly be angry with us, 
till thou haſt conſumed us: But thou, O Lord, art 
* righteous, for we remain, as appears this Day. Be- 
* hold, we are before thee in our Sins, by Reaſon of 
* which we cannot juſtify our ſelves.” Ezra having 
ended this Confeſſion in a Shower of Tears, the Lord 
vas pleaſed ſo to influence the Minds of the People, that 
tiey likewiſe wept 3 which when \ hecaniah, a Man of 
Condition in Ifrael, obſerv d, he in behalf of himſelf and 
te People, thus addreſſed himſelf to Ezra. «© We have 
" linned in taking Strangers to our Wives: Yet conſider- 
ung the Diſpoſition of the People to repent, there is 
„Hope in Iſrael, that God will be merciful. I et us 
therefore make a Covenant with our God, to put 
" Way all the ſtrange Wives and their Children, and do 


" thou {ee that it be done as the Law obligeth.” Ac- 
cordingly 


(?) Conſe on, See Exra 9. 6. 7. 
P 4 
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cordingly Ezra cauſed Proclamation to be made through 
out all Tudah and Jeruſalem, that they ſhould meet: 
Jeruſalem within three Days, upon Penalty of () Con 
fiſcation of all their Subſtance, and Excommunication 
Upon the Summons they all met at Jeruſalem, and 
ſtanding in the Streets, they trembled, partly hr 
Guile, and partly through Cold, for it was a very wet 
Seaſon. Then Ezra repeating the Occaſion of their a 
ſembling, they promiſed to do as he would have them 
but deſired him to conſider the great Number of thoſ 
that had tranſgreſſed in this Thing, the Inconveniency d 
the wet Seaſon, and that it was not the Work of ont 
Day. Therefore they deſired, that their Rulers might 
anſwer for them; and that all they, who in the ſeveral Ci 
ties had taken ſtrange Wives, ſhould come at appoints 
Times, and with them the Elders of every City, to certi 
that theſe were all that were guilty in that Place. Andi 
proceed till the Lord was appealed. This was approv 
ed, and certain chief Men of [/rael were deputed to in 
ſpect the Matter till it was over: After which they took 
a Liſt of all that had caken ſtrange Wives, and they ob- 
liged them to give their (r) Hands, that they would put 
them away, Which being done, they offered a Tie. 
1 as the Law required, and ſo the Matte 
ended. 

Zorobabel the Governour being now dead, and the 
Adminiſtration ot Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtick Af- 
fairs going thro' Ezra's Hands, God was pleaſed to te- 
lieve him, by joining another in Commiſſion with him, 
which was () Nehemiah, a Captive Jew, and Favourite 
of the King of Peyfia. It happened one Day, _ 


9 Confiſc ation. See Exya 10. 9. he was 2 Companion part of the 
r) Hands. This was à certain Time with Era; and his Speaking 
Ceremony of giving Security, forthe of Exra in the third Perſon, 45 i 
Confirmation of any Covenant; as does, ch. 7. v. 65. and ch. g. v. 5 
in Exel. 17. 18, and of himſelf in the firſt Perton, 
(s) Nehemiah. Some will needs ch. 1. v. 1. ſhews he was Nebemal 
have this Nehemiah to be the ſame giſtin& from Exra. 
With Ezra; which cannot be; for 
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mah ſaw ſome Men of Judah, who had been at J. 
alem, and were come back again to, Chaldea. He 
ed them of the Welfare of their Brethren that were 
n Feruſalem; who told him, that they were in great 
\flition, and under great Reproach from their (:) Ene- 
1s, to whole Inſults they were daily expoſed, becauſe 
te (v) Walls of the City remained in their ruinous Con- 
tion, and the Gates which had been burnt, when Neb#- 
inezzar took it, lay juſt as they were. This melan- 
bolick Account drew Tears from Nehemiah's Eyes, and 
cparing himſelf by Mourning and Faſting, he addreſſed 
melf to God in Prayer, in behalf of his diſtreſſed 
rethren at Jeruſalem, acknowledging their Faults, de- 
rating God's Judgments, and begging a favourable 
udience of the King, to whom he intended that Day 
daply. Nehemiah's long Courſe of Mourning and 
gent Sorrow for the ſad State of his Country-men, 
Amade ſuch an Alteration in his face, that when it 
me to his Turn to give the King the ( Cup, the Kin 
k Notice of it, and asked the Cauſe. At firſt Nehemi 
sſtruck with Fear; but conſidering the King's Favour 
tum, he makes Uſe of the 8 and diſcovers 
true Cauſe of his Grief; telling him, his Countenance 
ud not be otherwiſe than ſad, whilſt the City and 
e of his Fathers Sepulchres lay waſt, and the Gates 
it had been conſumed with Fire. The King very 
dy asked him, what he requeſted of him? Nehemiah 
fly d; © That thou wouldſt ſend me to Jeruſalem, the 
ty of my Fathers Sepulchres, that J may build it.“ 
no ſooner made his Requeſt but it was * 
or 


\?) Enemies, Probably the Sama- tivity did give Leave to re- build the 
the or other Enemies of the Jews, Temple, yet he did not allow the 
. mel the Samaritans, who op- ſame for the City; and probably for 
& they Re- build iug the Temple, this Reaſon, becaule they were very 
"Mey refuſed to join with them, ſubject to revolt, and therefore not 
wt Walz. It is very likely chat fit to be truſted with Fortifications, 
lion, Wals of Jeraſalem had not been (w) Cup. Ste Nehem. 2. I. By 
* "ut from the demoliſhing of which it appears he muſt have been 


* dy the Chaldeans; and tho Cup-bearer, or in ſome Othce near 
iche Diſſolution of the Cap- the King's Perſon, 
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for the King, unwilling to part with him for altoger 
demanding how long Time it would require to go 
return, Nehemiah ſet the Time; and the King diſmil 
him, with Letters to the Governours of his Provinces 
ſee him paſs ſafely thro their Diſtricts.; and to the Ke 
er of his Foreſts to furniſh him with what Timber 
ſhould require, not only for the Gates, and Beams of 
Wall, but for a Houſe for himſelf to dwell in, as Pre 
dent of the Work, ſo long as he ſhould have Occaſ 
to ſtay there. 

Nehemiah (et out well attended, the King having 
dered a Party of Horſe, commanded by ſeveral Officer 
guard him, When he came to Jeruſalem, the Per 
ſeeing with what Equipage he came, received him w 
great Reſpect, only Sanballat, an Officer of the Moab 
and Toviah, a Man of Note among the Ammonites, t 
Enemies of the Jeu, hearing that he came upon ſo 
good Account to the //7aelites, received him with 
difference. However, Nehemiah took no Notice of the 
but having refreſhed himſelf three Days, went out p 
vately by Night to view the Dilapidations of the Pl: 
which he found every where in aruinous Condition, 
ving by this ſatisfied himſelf what was neceſſary to 
done, he ſummoned the Jens together, put them in Mi 
of the deſolate Condition in which they were, ande 
horted them to aſſiſt in repairing the Breaches, that t. 
might be no more expoſed to their Enemies. And to 
courage them, he informed them how gracious God 
been to them in giving him Inſtructions in this Afi 
and how favourable the King had been to him in it. T. 
relating to them for their Confirmation, what had pi 
between the King and him concerning the Work, hehe 
ed them the King's Commiſſion. This ſo revived 
poor Fews, that they joyfully and unanimouſly d 
out, © Let us riſe and build.” 

Sanballat and Tobiah had not yet any Notice of / 
bemiah's Commiſſion; and ſeeing the People begin 
clear the Ground, in order to rebuild the Walls, the 
Ridiculeasked them what they meant, and whether te 


1 
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d a Mind to turn Rebels? Nehemiah gravely replied, 
e had ſufficicnt Authority for what he did; adding, 
ſhat the God of Heaven would proſper them, and they 
ould perſiſt.“ But for you, ſaid he, you have nothing 
to do with us, for you have no Right, Portion or Mo- 
nument in Jeruſalem, that you or your Anceſtors did 
ever belong to us Upon this theſe Enemies of the 
us were forced to deſiſt, tho' much againſt their Will, 
they durſt not reſiſt the King's Authority; and the 
kople went on heartily with the Building. Eliaſbib at 
je Head of the Prieſts ſet them a good Example, for they 
xdertook the Building of the (x) Shcep- Gate, which was 
zreſt to the Temple, and which they ſoon finiſhed and 
dicated. In Imitation of them, the reſt of the People 
1) divided the Work amongſt them; ſome Parts were 
dertaken by private Families, ſome by Corporations; 
ne by Companies or Trades; and ſome were ſo zea- 
, that when they had finiſhed one Piece, they under- 
ok another; ſo that the whole Work went on ſpeedily 
nd ſucceſsfully. 
The Jews going dn ſo chearfully in this Work, began 
Þ be formidable to their troubleſome Neighbours; but 
me reſented it ſo much as Sanballat, and Tobiah, who 
devoured to diſturb them, by incenſing the Samari- 
n againſt them; in whoſe hearing he ſaid, What do 
theſe feeble 7ews mean? Will they fortify themſelves? 
Will they facrifice } Will they finiſh ina Day? Will 
they — — theſe Heaps of Rubbiſh to a regular 
Building?“ And to back him, in a ſcornful drolling 
Ny, faid, « A Fox will demoliſh this Wall with her 
Foot,“ Theſe Reproaches ſerved but to inflame Ne- 
4's Zeal, who called for Vengeance on them that 
Moled the Work; and till incouraging the People to 
Von, in a ſhort Time the Wall was joined ia all Parts, 
niſed to half its Height. This rouz d _— er 


12 Heep-Oate. It was fo called, becauſe the Sheep, which were to bz 
"ed, were brought through it. 
Divided. See Nehem. 2. 
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Tobiah indecd; who apprehending themſelves in Danger 
from the growing Greatneſs of the 7ews, reſolve to put 
a Stop to their further Progreſs in Building. In Order 
to which they ingaged in acloſe Confederacy with the 
Arabians, Ammonites and Aſhdodims, which they be 
ſecret, intending to ſurprize the Jews, demoliſh ther 
Works, and put them all tothe Sword. This Conſpiracy 
was not long a Secret; for the neighbouring Jes having 
Notice of the Deſign laid againſt their Brethren, inform- 
ed them of the Danger they were in, and adviſed then 
to be upon their Guard; for the Enemy did not intend 
to attack them openly, but to ſurprize them. Mehemid) 
upon this Notice firſt addreſſed himſelf in Prayer to God 
for Help, and then, ſending out Scouts to obſerye the 
Motions, and diſcover the Approaches of the Enemy, 
placed a Guard well armed with Swords, Spears and 
Bows, to defend and incourage the Workmen. Afer 
this Nehemiah went often in Perſon amongſt them, and by 
Precept and his own Example incouraged them to trul 
in the Lord, who had hitherto protected them, putting 
them in Mind that they fought for their Wives, Brethrea 
and Children. 

In this Poſture of Defence they continued, till they 
underſtood, that Sanballar ard his Party, finding thei 
Deſign diſcovered, and the Fews prepared to receive 
them, had laid aſide their Expedition. Upon which the 
eus returned to their Work, bur with ſuch Caution, 
that, to prevent any Surprize, they wrought with ther 
Weapons by them, and the Overſeers of the Works {too 
by them with their Swords by their Sides. And because 
by Reaſon of the Length of the Wall, the Workmen wer 
obliged to be at ſome Diſtance one from another, M 
miah had ordered a Trumpet always to attend him, gi 
ing Inſtructions to the People, that whereſoever thi) 
ſhould hear the Sound of the Trumpet, they thoulss 
pair thither to relieve them that were ingaged, alluring 
them for their Comfort, That their God would figbt 
them. And to let them ſee, that himſclf would do 
Part int his Works Nehemiah and his Guards would - 
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it off their Clothes, except to ſhift themſelves for 
purW:ihing. 
det But whilſt they were all thus buſily imployed in Build- 
the e, a Sort of Mutiny broke out among the Common 
kepeWrople, which might — been of fatal Conſequence, if 
her bad not been timely compoſed, The poorer Sort of 
racy{Weople being continually ingaged in the publick Build- 
vin Wires, had not * Time to cultivate and improve their own 
hre, by which means they were reduced to great 
hen rights, and Proviſions grew very ſcarce and dear; and 
tende rich, who by the (z) Law ought to have ſupported 
mood cheriſhed them, oppreſſed them with unreaſonable 
Uſury. This the poor Jews had long indured; having 
n this Time taken up Corn upon Credit, and not being 
to pay, were forced to mortgage their Lands, Vine- 
ads, Olive-yards and Houſes, to buy Proviſions; and 
ere ſo hard preſſed, that they had been forced to take 
| by Money upon their Lands to pay the King's (a) Tri- 
rule. But that which went neareſt to them was, they 
ung d by the unlawful Exactions of their Brethren been 
ren Wompelled to ſubject their dear Children to Bondage, and 
ee not able to ranſom them, becauſe the 8 Jews 
ney ed their Lands. 
ber Nehemiah was very much troubled to hear this Com- 
eue ant, but much more for the Cauſe of it; and to put an 
the nd to theſe unnatural and unjuſtifiable Practices, he 
10-8Lmmon'd the People of all Degrees and Conditions to a 
net Wecncral Aſſembly ; where he ſeverely chid the richer 
don for oppreſſing their poor Brethren, and reproaching 
em by his own Example, he thus addreſs'd himſelf to 
tem. « According to our Ability, we have redeem'd 
«© our 


de. This Scarcity is not to Two and fifty Days. See Nehem, 

| - UWpoled to have been occaſioned 6. 15. 

ring "Mm the Neglect of the Ground 

hot uz the Time, that the Walls of (z) Law. See Dent. 15. 7, 8. 

op {Onſalem were re-building ; bur : 

0 dom the Return of the Toeelites (a) Tribute. To this all the Jews 
Em Babylon, when they began ro were ſubje&, Ezra 4. 13. except the 

L may the Temple; which Was a- Prieſts, and Officers belonging to 

pul * tour Years before. Beſides, the Service of the Houle of Cod. 

| %ildng of the Wall took up bur Era 7. 24+ 
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c our Brethren the Fews, which were ſold to the He 
« then; and will you ſell your Brethren, or ſhall theyt 
ce 1 to us? eee ſo r a Truth upon t! 
oppreſſing et, that they could make no Reply: Ar 
1 taking the Advantage of their Conlalion tol 
them they did ill in theſe Things, and made themſelye 
Scandal to the Heathen their Enemies, adviſing them t 
deſiſt from theſe baſe Practices of Uſury, and reſtore 
their oppreſs'd Brethren their Lands, Vineyards, Oli 
yards and Houſes, and the hundredth Part of the Mong 
Corn, Oil and Wine, which they had exacted from then 
The Accuſation being true, and all, that Nehemiah |: 
urg'd, Matter of Fact, they promis'd to reſtore them, a 
require nothing more of them ; but to ſtand to wh 
Nehemiah ſhould decree. Then Nehemiah, to hold the 
to their Promiſe, made them ſwear to obſerve it; andt 
oblige them to a ſtrict Performance of their Oath, 
(b) ſhook the middle Part of his Veſt, by Way of Impn 
cation, and faid ; So God ſhake out every Man frat 
ce his Houſe and from his Service, that performeth nd 
ce this Promiſe ; even thus let him be ſhaken out, and} 
ic made (c) empty. To this they all agreed, andprail 
God, and did according to their Promiſe. And to infor 
his Admonitions and good Precepts the more, he did no 
after the Example of the former Governours, his Pred 
ceſſors, exact the daily Revenue of (d) forty Shekels( 
Silver, and the conſtant Furniture of his Table with Pre 


(6b) Shook. It was cuſtomary with 
the Prophets, as Iſaiah, Jeremy, Cc. 
not only to addreſs themſclves to the 
People in Words, but in Signs. Thus 
here, Nehem. 5. 13. the Shaking of 
his Lap, was au Emblem, that they 
Who violated this Oath ſhould be 
ſhaken oft from the Protection of 
God, as he ſho:k his Lap, by which 
Action nothing could remain there. 
And this was a Juſt Judgment againſt 
the coverous Uſurers, who with 
great Difficulty could be perſuaded 
to give any Thing of their great 
Abundance to the Support ot the 


viſions 


Poor : But God by ſome hidden, 
unforeſeen Puniſhment or Accie 
could ſhake out their Wealth, 
againſt their Will, to the Reilet 
the needy. 


c) E "That is, ſhall be « 
= LF 1 21 the Fruit and Prod 
ot his Labour and Income, 2526 
ment, when it is ſhaken, bas n 
in it. 


(4) Forty Shekels, That is, 6 
Shillings. 
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ons; but remitted them, and all other Advantages, 
[Which might be burdenſome and chargeable to the Peo- 
: And, during the whole Time of his Government, 
hich was twelve Years, he was fo far from purchaſing 
Land, or reaping any Benefit at the Expence of the 
kople, that he not only refuſed the Allowance which 
due to him, as Governour, from the People, bur at 
bs own Charge kept open Houſe, entertaining daily at 
bs Table a hundred and fifty of the Jews and their Ru- 
rs, beſides Strangers; for which he conſtantly allow'd 
ne Ox, fix fat Sheep, beſides Fowl in Proportion, and 
ery tenth Day Wine of all Sorts. This generous Treat 
nt of Nehemiah ſo took with the Fews, that they 
nt on chearfully with the Work, and finiſh'd the Wall, 
ly the Gates were not hung. The ſucceſsful Manage- 
tent of Nehemiah in carrying on, and finiſhing this migh- 
Wall, ſet the reſtleſs Minds of Sanballat, Tobiah and 
em at work; who, concluding that ſo long as he liv'd, 
ie Jews would be too powerful for their Neighbours, 
tolve by ſome Stratagem or other to take him off, which 
ey knew by open Force they were not able to do. In- 
ading therefore by an outward ſhew of Civility to be- 
ny him, they ſent to invite him to a Conference in 
e of the Villages in the Plain of Ono, a Place belonging 
dtheTribe of Benjamin, deſigninꝑ, when they had him 
ere, to do him a Miſchief. But whether Nehemiah 
ubeRted their Malice in this, or not, it is certain he ex- 
ied himſelf upon the Account of the great Work he 
din hand, which muſt ſtop if he ſhould be abſent ; 
jd therefore he ſent Word he was not at Leiſure, This 
lelſage they four Times repeated, and he as often return'd 
m the ſame Anſwer; but at laſt Sauballat, perceiving 
lat Nehemiah was too cautious to be inſnared by a ge- 
df] Invitation, reſolves to try him by a more perſonal 
Emedient, that ſhould immediately concern him, and on 
rence of clearing himſelf from an Accuſation, of no 
than Treaſon, oblige him to come to him. Therefore 
le fifth Time he ſent his Servant with a Letter in his 
ch but open, to this Purpoſe. © Ir is reported 2 
© «© che 
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« the Heathen, and Geſhem affirms it, That Thou ant 
cc the Jes intend to rebel; for which Cauſe Thou ha 
t built this Wall, that Thou may'ſt be their King. An 
& Thou haſt alſo appointed Prophets to preach of The 
ic at Jeruſalem ; and to ſay, There is a King in Judi 
&« Theſe Things, Thou may'ſt expect, will come tot 
ce King's Ear: Wherefore come now, and let us conſul 
« what is fit to be done. Nehemiah knowing his ont 
Innocence eaſily ſaw through this ſhallow Contrivanc 
and being reſolv d to make an End of the Work he hu 
ſo ſucceſsfully begun and carried on, return d this ſho 
and contemptuous Anſwer to the perfidious Sanballs 
«« There are no ſuch Things done, as thou ſay'ſt, by 
cc they are the Inventions of thy own Heart. 
Sauballat and his Friends are refolv'd to try ſome oths 
Way to betray the good Nehemiah; and thereforebribin 
to their Intereſt Shemajah, the Son of Delajah the Prief 
who was a Friend of Nehemiah, they queſtion'd nott 
ſucceed at laſt. To his Houſe {hemajah repair d, after 
had given Sanballat his laſt Anſwer; but found him ſh 
up, under Pretence of a Vow, as he ſaid, for the Sat 
of Nehemiah; and pretending to propheſy thar his Er 
mies would make an Attempt to dom him that Night 
he would have perſuaded Nehemiah to go with him 
to the inner Part of the Temple, and (e) ſecure then 
ſelves by ſhutting the Doors. Mehemiah did not at fi 
apprehend falſe Shemajah's (F) Deſign; however, from 
Senſe of Religion and Honour he declared he would nf 
quit his Station, telling Shemajah with Diſdain, It d 
not become a Man in his Poſt to take Refuge. Aſter i 


Nehemiah diſcover'd the whole Plot, and that — 


(e) Secure. The Temple was much him within the Temple, and! 
ſtronger than the City, becauſe as the Help of other Conſpiratos 
yet the Gates were not hung. liver him up to the Enemy. | 

Y Deſign. Shemajah might do that by his thus hiding zumiel 
this to render Nehemiah contempti- might incourage the Enemf) 
ble to his Friends, if he had thro' diſcourage the Jens, who bf © 
Fear gone into the Temple Or he Means would leave the Work * 
might have a Deſign to ſeize Nehe- niſh'd. 
miah's Perſon when once he had 
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been bribed by Sanballat and his Party; and God 
gerving him from all their Treachery, he in (g) two 
d fifty Days compleated the whole Work, which ſo 
fed the Enemies of the Jews with Fear, that the 
mcluded ſo great a Work finiſhed in ſo ſhort a Time 
ud be done by nothing but the immediate Providence 
{ the God of the Jews. 

Good Nehemiah, tho' he continually ſurmounted what 
ificulties were thrown in his Way, is ſtill exerciſed 
ith freſh Troubles and Dangers ; for the Princes of 
ſulah held a Correſpondence with Tobiah, as they had all 
bng done, which he by Croſs-Matches had fo im- 
rov'd, that they not only gave him an Account of 
at paſs d at Jeruſalem, but had confirm'd this Cor- 
hondence and Friendſhip by Oath, Tobiah by theſe 
lans having gain'd a ſtrong Party to his Intereſt, they 
d the Impudence to commend Tobiah in Nehemiah's 
felence, whom he knew to be his-declared Enemy; 
d, which was much worſe, they diſcovered Vehe- 
ws Counſels to him; which ſo elevated the vain Am- 
nite, that he thought by his bluſtring Letters to fright 
Neemiah, 

Vl. 2.] Theſe 


lt) Two and fifty. Interpreters ſpent in his Journey, and when he 
not yeragreed trom whence to arrived at Jeruſalem, yet it we may 
za this Computation. Treme/= make Conjecture from the Time 


rom 4nd s would begin theſe Ezra ſpent in the ſame Journey, 
d "nd fifty Days, after the Stone- when he came from Babylon to Je- 
COP was bak. Others, that they be- ruſalem, (allowing tor the Delay 
[t ( ater Nehemiah had ſent his An- Ezra had at the River Ahava, when 


r to Sanballat, which is leſs pro- he firſt ſer out, Ezra 8. 15. and 31.) 
X than the other. I rather incline jt is not probable that Nehemish got 
Mak, that the whole Work, con- to Jeraſalem till about the End ot the 
dug the many Hands that were fourth Month; tor tho' Ezra ſet cut 
Wyed, and the Diligence that from Babylon on the tirſt Day ot rhe 
* Wedin it, was begun and ended firſt Month, he did not reach Jera- 
o and fifty Days; nor can ſalem till the firſt Day of the fitth 
©*X much more Time allowed Month: And from thence to the 
*: For it was in the firſt Month, twenty fitth Day of the fixth 
uud by the Jews Niſan, that Nebe- Month may make out the two aud 
was in Babylon, lee Nebhem. 2.1. fifty Days, and Nehemiahs three 
Atrined of the King Leave rogo Days reſt before he begau; or theres 
Juſalem. And tho we have not about. 

"Tprels Account what Time he 


Q 
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The Things added to his Care, but not his Fear My 
and therefore to prevent any Treachery from his Ene 
mics within or without the City, he gave the Charge off, 
the Gates to his Brother Hanani, and to Hananiah Mai. 
ſhal of the Palace, two Men in whom he knew he coule 
confide, commanding them nor to ſuffer the Gates tob 
opened till ſome Time after Sun-Riſing; to ſee them ſafe 
ly barr'd at Night; and to ſet the Watch, which ſhoul 
conſiſt of ſettled Houſe-Keepers, that were diligent Me 
After this, he having found a Regiſter of the Families 
thoſe who came from Babylon firſt, aſſembled the Nobi 


lity, Rulers and People to make a (%) Muſter of theme 

by their Genealogics. By this Regiſter ſome were a Nam 
great Loſs, not knowing their Fathers Pedigree: An 
ſome of the Prieſts were at a Loſs ro prove their Genen 
logy by this Regiſter, but could not find it; and the 

fore were put by their Office as polluted; Nehemiah nd hey 
permitting them to cat of the Holy Things, till the hey 


ſhould appear a Prieſt, who by divine Inſpiration ſhouf, 4} 
determine, whether they were of Prieſtly Race or novo 
And now conſidering that the City was large, and ti to 
Inhabitants but few, it was agreed, that part of vun 
People which did not dwell at Fer»ſalem, ſhould ner 
Lot chooſe one out of (i) ten, to come and live at Mid: 
ruſalem to be an additional Strength to the Place. Id þ, 
was Jook'd upon as fo tender a Mark of Affection to i £ 
ublick Good, that they of Feruſ:lem thanked the il) ] 
_ that had thus readily offered themſelves to dw bl, - 
with them. 
The Affair of Genealogies thus ſertled, the (&) Govt 


nour and People made their Free-will-offerings for ! 


Wo 


(b) Maſter. There is ſome Diver- was made at Jersſalm, ter 
fity in the A-count ot Families given were arrived there; and Altern 
by Ezra a2. and Nehemiah 7. The might happen in their Famillas! 
Reaſon ot which Difference is by Ing a Journey. 


fome {ſuppoſed to be, that the Regi- 71) Ten. Sec Nebem. II. I. = Pes 
ſter or Catalogu? ia Ezra Was made (k) Covern. He 1s called * 
l oye 


at Ballon, before they fer ol ward: MNehem. 7.70. and alſo ** 
The other, Which Nehemiah tound, ſhatha, Which in _— he 
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Vork of the Lord. The Governour gave to the Trea- 
ee a thouſand Drams of Gold, fiſty Baſons, and five 
oiundred and thirty Prieſts Veſtments. Some of the El- 
Aer gave to the fame twenty thouſand Drams of Gold, 
ad two thouſand two hundred Pieces of Silver, and the 
0ſt of the People gave twenty thouſand Drams of Gold, 
led two thouſand Pieces of Silver, and lixty ſeven Prieſts 
u\cſtments. 

e The Affairs of the Fews being reduced to this happy 
condition of Peace and Order, Ezra the learned pious 
waer be and Prieſt, at the Requeſt of the People produced 
ede Book of the Law, which the Lord by AMoſes had 
a commanded the Children of acl to obſerve ; and 
ending in the Street before the Water-gate upon an 
ne kninence, that he might be ſeen and heard by the Peo- 
ace, he opened the Book in Sight of them all; at which 
n tey ſtood up: And he having given Thanks to the Lord, 
hey all lifted up their Hands, and cried Amen, Amen; 
du zd bowing their Heads, they worſhipped the Lord with 
toſt profound Reverence. The Company being divided 
to ſeveral Parts, Ezra with thirteen more read and ex- 
vunded the Law to them, which they heard with ſuch 
hention and Devotion, that being ſenſible how they 
ad tranſgreſſed, they mourn'd and wept. But Ezra 
nd his Aſſiſtants comforted them, telling them, that was 
bot a Time for them to mourn and weep, becauſe it was 
i(l) Day Holy to the Lord God; but bid them be chear- 
hl, and eat and drink of the beſt, and fend Part of 
ber Proviſions to the Poor, for whom nothing was pro- 
ed. The People readily obeyed and went their Way. 
The next Day the chief of the Fathers of all the People 
ſembled again to be further inſtructed in the Law ; and 
on Search it was (m) found, That the Children of / 


raed 


lined: Which Word Tirſharha taken for à Name of Magiſtracy or 
ite Perſian and Chaldean Tongues Dignity, | 5 
tes a Governour or Prefident. () Day. Becauſe it was the Sal 
be will have it to be a C,, DAT, "Es | 
& among the C hallen! Vas * Fanal. See Levis. 23. 40. 
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rael ſhould dwell in Booths, in the Feaſt of the () fe. 
venth Month, and that they ſhould cauſe Proclamation 
to be made in all other Cities, as well as in Jeruſalem, 
That the People ſhould go forth and get Olive 
Branches, Pine-Branches, Myrtle-Branches  Palm- 
Branches, and Branches of Trees thick with Leaves, to 
make Booths, 

The People, who were now grown very ſenſible o 
the Danger of tran'greſfing the Law, by wotul Exper 
ence in their Anceſtors, and ſome of themſelves, immedi 
ately went out and fetched Branches to make themſelve 
Booths; ſome upon the Tops of their Houſes, others 
their Courts; ſome in the Courts of the Temple 
and others in the Streets. And this Feaſt they ce 
brated with great Solemnity and Joy; and ſo muc 
the more, becauſe it had not been obſerv'd from thy 
Days of (o) Joſbua till now; which was above 
thouſand Years. 

On the four and twentieth Day of the ſame Mont 
the Jews aſſembled again, but upon a different Occaſion 
for they appeared in Sackcloth with Earth upon the 
Heads, faſting and mourning, confeſſing their own Sins 
and deprecating the Judgments due to their Fathe 
and their own Iniquities. Thenacknowledging the Om 
nipotence of God in creating and preſerving all Thing 
and enumerating his gracious Mercies to their Father 
from the Time of the Covenant made with Arab 
they recogniſed all the grand Inſtances of his Providence 
in delivering them from their Enemies and Perſecutor: 
and deploring their Fathers and their own Diſobediend 
and Rebellion, they own'd they were deſervedly lab 
to his Juſtice. Finally, they made a Covenant witht 
Lord, that they would walk in his Law, which was ger 
ven by Moſes. And to oblige them to the more {in 
Performance of this Covenant, it was ingroſs d, and it y.. 
Princes, Prieſts and Levites did ſet their Seals to it: M ;, 
thoſe that did not ſet their Seals, of what Age, Sex or Col 


10 


(n) Seventh. This was the Feaſt of Tabernacles. 


(% Joſkua. See Nehem. 8. 17. 0 * 
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tion ſoever, bound them(elves with an Oath to obſerve it. 
Nehemiah having ſettled the Affairs both of Church 
d State in Jeruſalem, according to his Promiſe to the 
King returned to the Court at Babylon ; where he had 
nt continued above a Year at moſt, but the Jews re- 
pied into their old Corruptions, and grew very irre- 
gar. All which was owing to the Milmanagement of 
Elaſhib the High-Prieſt ; who having the Charge of the 
Traſury, and being allied to Tobiah, the Jens great 
Enemy, had prepared an Apartment for him in the Tem- 
je, in the Place where they us'd to lay the Offerings 
nd other holy Things appointed for the Service of the 
Temple and Prieſts, This Intimacy between Elaſhib 
nd Tobiah, was the Occaſion of much Miſchief and 
Confulion 3 for by converſing with the Heathens, they 
hon broke the Covenant, they had ſo lately made, pro- 
ming the Sabbath, and mixing in Marriage with them. 
V that when Nehemiah returned to Jeruſalem, he found 
iin the utmoſt Diſorder. It was Matter of great Con- 
en and Grief to him to ſee the People led away and de- 
nuch d in their Principles by a Man that was an open 
inemy to them; and x 38 an Apartment ſhould be pre- 
red in the Houſe of God, for one that was a declared 
inemy to his Worſhip. This ſo inflamed good Nehe- 
nals Zeal, that he was reſolv' d to put an End to theſe 
lregularities; but the Corruption being grown general, 
found himſelf under a Neceſſity of uſing Caution in 
5 Deſign, to prevent Tumult; for he found that Tobiah 
kd infinuated himſelf into the good Opinion of moſt of 
lie People, and eſpecially thoſe of Note. The firſt Step 


er Errours, was, in cauſing the Book of the Law to be 
tad publickly in the Hearing of the People; in which 
dv found, That the (p) Ammonite and the Moab- 
ie ſhould not come unto the Congregation of God 
* for ever; becauſe they met not the Children of — 
« wit 


it) Anmanite. See Namb. 22. 75 6, and Dent. 23. 3, 4 


Q3 


took towards this Reformation, to convince them of 
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« with Refreſhments of Bread and Water, when the 
came out of Ep ypt, but hired Balaam againſt them,. 
& curſe them; tho* God turned the Curſeintoa Bleſſing, 
The People no ſooner heard this Part of the Law, b 
they were ſenſible of their Tranſgreſſion; and to ſhe 
their Readineſs to reform, they ſeparated from the mix' 
Multitude. This pave Nehemiah an eaſy Opportunitye 
getting rid of Tobiah, who was an Ammonite: For t 
Law being poſitive, and the People, by his prudent Co 
duct, well inclined to obey it, he threw Tobiah's Fur 
ture out of the ſacred Chamber, cau'cd it to be cleanſe 
and brought the Veſſels of the Temple, with the Off 
ings and Incenſe, into it again. And finding that in 
Abſence the Levites Allowance had been withdray 
and that they were forced to quit the miniſterial $ 
vice, and betake themſelves to the Country for Maint 
nance 3 Nehemiah expoſtulated with the Rulers concen Thu 
ing this Neglect of the Service of the Houſe of GoWnore 
and bringing back the Levites to their Offices, he oral N 
ed the People to bring in the Tythes of Corn, Wii)! 
and Oil into the Treaſury, and appointed Treaſurers Tan 
Deputies to receive and diſtribute them, &for 
The next Grievance the pious Governour had to t 
dreſs was the Profanation of the Sabbath; on which e ac 
the Jews had, during his Abſence, done all manneſ but t 
ſervile Works, treading their Wine- Preſſes, and bring 
in their Corn, Wine, Grapes, Figs, and all Manne 
Burdensinto Fers/alem upon Aſſes, as on common Da 
And they not only did this, but ſuffer'd Strangers, 
Tyrians, to bring Fiſh, andall Manner of Wares, and 
them on the Sabbath in Fer#/alem. Againſt theſe i 


gious and profane Practices Nehemiah warmly prote!ii] C 
ſaying, * What an evil Thing is this that you do in ¶ dive 
« faning the Sabbath Day? Did not your Father b thre 
* thus; and did not our God bring all this Evil up we 
* and upon this City for ſuch Things? Yet you "464, 
more Wrath upon //#ael, by profaning the Saba pete! 
And to let them ſee he was reſolved to make a tho, he 
Reformation amongſt them, he gavea ſtrict Order Nd 
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pwards the Evening before the Sabbath the City Gates 
hould b- ſhut, and nct open d till the Sabbath was over; 
ad that this Order might be duly obſerv'd, he appointed 
kme of his own Servants to guard the Gates, and ſuffer 
Wo Burden to be brought in on the Sabbath Day. Tlie 
Chapmen and Merchants, who came as uſually over Night 
zich their Goods, were ſurprized to find the Gates ſhut 
zanſt them; and being thus diſappointed were forced 
on take up their Lodging without the Walls of Fernſalem, 
This they did once or twice, though NVehemiah reprov'd 
nl: WMitem for it; wherefore he at laſt told them, if they offzr'd 
v do ſo again, he would ſeize them. Upon which they 
Eliſted :Bur ſuſpecting they might by ſome Contrivance 
other attempt it again, he commanded the Levites to 
Mickinſe themſelves, and take up their Station at the Gate, 
ad guard it, that the Sabbath Day might be kept holy. 
ca Thus with great Care and Difficulty this good Man once 
0WFnore e ſtabliſh'd the Worſhip of the Lord at Jeruſa em. 
roll Nehemiah, as has been ſaid, did upon his Return from 
WPI to Feruſalem, to convince the Fews of their 
ran greſfions, cauſe the Book of the Law to be read 

klore the People, which expreſly declared againſt Con- 
to H wfation with the Ammonites and Moabites; and the Peo- 

de accordingly did ſeparate from the mix'd Multitude. 

but the Caſe of mix'd Marriages with the Heathen had 

ken ſuch deep Root, that Nehemiah found ita difficult 

latter to eradicate it: For which Cauſe he in nothing ex- 

felled a warmer Zeal than againſt theſe mixed Marriages, 

mich were made between the Jeu and other Nations, 
nad which he well knew had in former Ages betrayed 
eunte 17 aclites to Idolatry and other Abominations; the 
teig en Conſequence of which he was at this Time more 
n tive to prevent. Finding therefore that they had not 

dthroughly reform d as they promiſed, and that there 
po; ve among them ſome eus that had married Wives of 
1b Albdod, Ammon, and Moab, whoſe Children he obſerr'd 

Mike half Aſhdodite and half Fewiſh, but neither perfect- 

he debated with them the Unreaſonableneſs of this 
e ued Marriage, and the viſible Conſequence in the bro- 
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ken mongrel Speech of their Children, who in Tin 
would quite forget their native Language. This he: 


gued warm'y with them, and they ſo inſolently defend 1 
them elves that he was provoked to curſe them; andth 
perliſting, he () ſmote ſome of them; and being ii N 
cenſed to the laſt Degree, he p ucked their (7) Hair on 
and made them ſwear by the Lord that they ſhould ng 


any more mix in Marriage with the Heathen Nation 
& For, ſaid he, did not Solomon, King of Iſrael, ſinb 
« doing theſe Things? Though there was no King: 
C mong the Heathens like unto him; tho? he was beloy! 
ce of his God, who made him King over all //7ael; yet! 
« was betrayed by ſtrange Women to commit Idolat 
« Is it reaſonable then that we ſhould imitate your E 
<« ample to do this great Evil, to tranſgreſs againſt ou 
c God, in marrying ſtrange Wives? And to ſhewhim 
ſelf an impartial Judge in his Adminiſtration, he ma 
no Diſtinction of Quality or Condition among them, fi 
he puniſhedall alike, whom he found guilty; an Inſtac 
of which was one of the Sons of Val, the Son 0 
Eliaſhib the High-Prieſt ; who having married a Daugt 
ter of Sauballat the Horonite, was by Nehemiah's Comman 
expell'd the City. Then praying to God to do Juſtid 
on thoſe thar defiled the Prieſthood, and violated th 
Covenant between the Prieſts and Levites, and the Lord 
he procceded to purge the Place from all Profanation of 
Strangers, appointing the Prieſts and Zevites their ſev 

| Apa 


(q) Smote. This was uſual among 
the Jews, their Malefactors being 
buffered either by the Lictors, or the 
Mob, See Matt. 26. 67. 

(r) Hair, 'The Depriving the 
Head of its natural Oruament was a 
ſpecial Puniſhment among the An- 
cients ; as among the Athenians it 
was pait of the Puniſhment tor A- 
dulterers; and Nehemiah ſeems t) 
have inflicted this as a Puniſhment 
on them for their Wantonneſs and 
Luxury; which he did in this 
Manner, that the guilty might tee 


their Liberty chang'd into a States 
Slavery. For Baldneſs was 2 Sym 
ot Servitude, as Hair was ot Liver 
It was likewiſe a Token of Moun 
inp, ice Iſa. 15. 2. and Exel. 27. 3] 
But, in general, Baldneis Was 
Mark of extreme Ignominy amy 
the Jews. Yet in this Caſe ber 
Nehem. 13. 25. it may look like 4 
Symbol of Purgation, which u 
uled by the Lewes, Lepers, and 10 
reign Women taken in War, bent 
they were joined in Marriage Wi 
che Jews, 
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jartments and Offices, ſetting out the Wood for the 
fering, and taking Care of the firſt Fruits. 

In this happy Condition did this good Man leave the 
un; but notwithſtanding his pious Care and Pains to 
form them, they ſoon after his Death return d to their 
ir of®Þ®mer wicked Courſes, as appears by the expoſtulitory 

proaches of (s) Malachi; whom the Lord not lon 
ter commiſſion'd to reprove them. He having at erk 


ſin b monſtrated the particular Eſteem of God to the Houſe 
ing Hel in (t) preferring them to that of Eſau, taxes 
clo Wien with their Ingratitude, and Neglect of his Worſhip, 
yet Mut more eſpecially his Prieſts, whom he charges with 
latryWincligious and profane Approaches to the Altar, with 
1 ExfWorrupting the Covenant of Levi, and by giving an ill 
ſt ofExumple in themſelves, they had occaſioned many to fall 


hin m the Law. After which he threatens to judge them 
mud all their Sins, particularly for marrying with the Hea- 
mn, folftten, and mocking God with their vain Shews and Pre- 
ſtanc ces of Religion, whilſt they werenotoriouſly guilty 
2n off Sorcery, Adultery, Perjury, Oppreſſion. Hecharg'd 
unite People with Sacrilege, in detaining the Tithes and 
manWMOferings; which being a Part of the Law, and appro- 
1ſticMriated to the Maintenance of the Prieſts and Levites, 


would not be detained without manifeſt Violence and In- 
juſtice ; 


) Malachi, He was one of the on the ſame Occaſion, is render d . 
Wee Prophets which God raiſed up hate, fignihes allo to love /eſs, or ts 
vr the Comfort of the Jews after tale leſs Care of a Thing, and not to 
de Captivity, He was the laſt of wiſh, or do it any Harm. And that 
boſe, of whom we have any Wri- it is thus to be taken here, appears 
we, or Mention in the Old Teſta- from a parallel Text in St. Matth. 10. 
deu; and after him there was none 37. where our Saviour ſays, He that 
ul Jen Baptiſt was ſent; which — Father er Mother more than me, 
wu either a Token of God's Wrath, 3s not worthy of me. Therefore it 1s 
"an Admonition, that they ſhould but reaſonable to tranſlate che Words 
Wa more fervent Deſire, look for of the Apoſtle St. Paal, Rom. 1. 13. 
« coming of the Meſſiah. taken out of Malachi 1. HY I have 
0 Preferring." Here in Malachi loved Jacob more than Eſau 3 Be- 
3. God is {aidto have hared Eſaw, tauſe God's Dealing towards the 
ud in other Places the Word Hate iz Edomites does not ſhew any real Ha- 
lin a ſeverer Senſe than is meant, tred againſt them, bur only that he 
q Original allows. For Tran- fayoured them leſs than the Deſcen- 
zum ſhould have conſidered, that dants of Jacob. 
* Word, which here and elſe where | 
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juſtice; for which he ſeverely reproached them. Aft 
this he gives a Hint of God's calling the Gent 
promiſing the "— of the Meſſenger of the Covem 
whom they all defired. © Then, ſays (v) he, ſhallt 
« Offerings of Judah and Feruſalem be acceptable un 
& the Lord, as inold Times”. And for the Comfort 
the good and pious, who had perſevered in their Dut 
and ſteadfaſtly believed God's Word; he declared, th 
God would not forget his Promiſe to their Fathers, b 
would in his own good Time fulfill it; aſſuring then 


that when that Day ſhould come, the proud, and allt 
had done wickedly, ſhould be utterly extirpated : I 
thoſe, that had feared the Lord, ſhould injoy Profperi 
and all Manner of Plenty: Then promiſing themVito 
in thoſe Days over their Enemies, whom they ſhall 
trample as Dult under their Feet, he bids them remembl 
the Law of Moſes the Servant of the Lord, which 

ave him in Mount Horeb. And at laſt as a Forerunn 
of the Completion of all that he had promiſed concemi 
the Coming of the Meſſiah, he tells them the Lord voll 
ſend (v Elias the Prophet before the great and term 
Day, the happy Effe& of which ſhould be, the ( 
turning the Hearts of the Fathers to their Children, a 
of the Children to their Fathers. 


(v) He, See Malach. 3. 4. 

(r Elias. That is, St, Fohn Bap- 
fiſt; who 1s here called Elias, be- 
cauſe he came in the Spirit of Elias, 
Luke 1. 17. Matth. 11. 14. and 17. 
11, 12. as Elias did be tore, to correct 
the depraved Manners, and corrupt 
Doctrine of the Jews, ſparivg neither 
Prince nor Peopl-, but rep roving both 
with equal Teal and Fervour. 

(x) Turning. That is, ſhould re- 
concile thoſe that are at Variance , 
and ſettle all in Unanimity and Con- 
cord. For trom the Time ot the 
Maccabees to the Coming of Chriſt, 
Jndea had not only been worried 
with foreign Enemies; but civil 


Diſcords, occaſion d by the difkn 
Seats that were among hem 
moſt prevalent on either Sice & 
thoſe ot the Saddncres and Phot 
which threw that Nation, and c 
cially the City ot Jeruſalem, into 
rible Convulhons, aud which 
Prophet literally toretold (See 5 
7. 6.) according t » the Text bes 
Mala ch.] 4. 6. Beſides, this w a7 
juſtly adapted to the Charack⸗ 
the Meſſiah, who is by the Pri 
Iſaiah called the Prince ot Peace : 
aniwerable to that Charactei, 4 
Birth, the World injoyed à f 
Peace and Tranquiliizy, 
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The * Continuation, from the 
Death of Nehemiah to the 
Birth CHRIS r. 


OD having withdrawn his Prophets, left the Fews 
T to govern themſelves according to their own Laws, 
which for a Time they did, injoying their Religion in 
ful Liberty, having High-Prieſts, in whom the chief 
Government was; but they remained ſubje& tothe Do- 
ninion of the Perſians, ſo long as that Empire ſubſiſted. 

Towards the End of the Reign of Darius Codomannus, 
n unhappy Accident fell out, which put the Fewiſb 
rate into great Confuſion and Diſorder, and had like to 
ave prov'd fatal to them. For Manuaſſes Brother of 
Jaddus the High-Prieſt, and Collegue with him, having 
married Vicaſo the Daughter of Sanballu, the old Ene- 
ny of the Yes, the Elders of Jeruſalem wiſely fore- 
keing the fatal Conſequence of ſuch Marriages, as know- 
Ing them to have been in a great Meaſure the Cauſe of 
their late Captivity, and other Judgments ſent amongſt 
them, demand of Manaſſes, either to diſmiſs his Wife, 
no more to approach the Altar. hs 


| 


from the Death of Nehemiah to we muſt take partly from the Apo- 
©: Birth ot our Saviour Chriſt, a- chryphal Books ot the Maccabees, and 
mng the various Computations, partly from Joſephns and other Hiſto- 
there are reckoned at leaſt tour hun- rians, to continue the Series of Hi- 
died Years; in Which Time many ftory to our Saviour's Time. As for 
and great Revolutions happened in the Alterations ot the Greek Govern- 
the Jewiſh State; and the Church of ment over Fadea, by the Exyprians, 
God underwent very great and heavy Syrians, and Romans, they were li- 


Pcrſecutions, both trom the Greeks texally toretold by Denich ah. 8b» 
Wd Romans, The Account of which | 
2 %. 4 
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ſending Letters to Jaddus the High-Prieſt, he demand 
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In this Act his Brother Jaddws concurr'd, and for 
him to deſiſt from the Office of Pontif. Upon vi 
Manaſſes repair d to his Father-in-I'aw Sanballu, 
whom he declared, that though he paſſionately loved! 
Daughter, yet he was unwilling for her Sake to bed 
priv d of the Prieſthood, which was a native Hono 
and in the higheſt Eſteem among the Jews. auh 
to quiet Manaſſes, told him he ſhould not only be co 
nued in the Prieſthood, but he wou id procure the Pon 
ficate for him, and make him Prince of th whole 
vince of udea, provided he wou d continue his Af 
ction to his Daughter, and keep her his Wife; add 
that he would build a Temple in Mount Geraxin ſu 
rior to that in Jeruſalem: And all this he ingagedtop 
form by the Power and Conſent of Darius. Theſe Þ 
miſes ſo elevated the Ambition of Manuaſſes, that het 
ried with his Father-in-Law ; during which Time m 
of the Prieſts and Iſraelues, who had ingaged in th 
wicked and forbidden Marriages, revolted to law 
Sanballat furniſhing them with Houſes and Lands, to N 
courage his Son-in-Law's ambitious Hopes; which 1 
the Occaſion of great Mutiny and Diſorder in 
Jewiſh State, 

About this Time Darius hearing that Alexandrr,t 
Macedonian, had paſſed the Helleſpont, in order to 
breaking into 44a, and had defeated his Army a! 
River Granicus, reſolved at the Streights of Gai 
ſtop his further Progreſs. Sanballar, over-joyed at 
Deſcent of Darius, aſſured his Son-in-Law of the 
formance of his Promiſe as ſoon as Darius return df 
the Victory. But the Event diſappointed their Ho 
for the victorious Macedonian, though infinitely infe 
in Troops, routs Darins's Army, takes his Mother, W 
and Children Priſoners, and forces him to fly back 
Perſia. Alexander upon this marched directly into Wn 
took Damaſcus and Sidon, and laid Siege to Tyre. T 


Subſi ſtance ſor his Army, and theſame Allegiance and 
ſpect uſually paid to Darius Jaddus return Anſwer J 
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ad ſworn not to take Arms againſt Darius, and that 
vould keep his Oath inviolable as long as he lived. 
under, inraged at this Anſwer, threatens the Pontif 
the would ſoon be with him, and make him know 
vom his Allegiance was due; bur ſtill carried on the 
E with all 1imaginable Diligence. 
In the mean Time Sanballat, taking this Opportunity, 
ts from Darius, and with eight thouſand Men of his 
Province goes over to Alexander, whom he found 
is Camp before Tyre, carrying on the Siege very fu- 
Ay. Fanballat without Scruple acknowledges Alexan- 
for his Sovereign, and is kindly received by him. 
bs early Revolt and favourable Reception of Sazballat, 
e him Opportunity and Incouragement to ſpeak what 
leaſed to Alexander. Wherefore taking a fit Time, 
told him that Manaſſes his Son-in-Law was Brother 
Judas the High-Prieſt ; that having in Diſcontent 
Jeruſalem, and being followed by many of the Jews, 
owere of his Party, he had a Mind to build a Tem- 
in his Province. Then by way of Advice he told 
nder it would be of great Uſe to him; for by theſe 
zns he would divide the Strength of the Jews. Alex- 
tr approved of what he propoſed, and accordingly 
walit built a Temple, and conſtituted his Son-in-Law 
uſes Prieſt of it; by which he ſuppoſed to leave a 
ing Monument of Honour to the Poſterity of his 
whter, 
After ſeven Months ſpent in the Siege of Bre, and 
din that of Gaza, anballat died, and Alexander at 
Head of his victorious Troops, haſtens to Jeruſalem 
ake Revenge for their late Neglect of his proffer'd 
mdſhip. Faddws, knowing the City unable to oppoſe 
Attempt of their conquering Enemy, commended the 
Þick Safery to the Protection of God, to whom he of- 
td Prayers and Sacrifice. The Night before Alexander 
nched the City, Jaddus had a Viſion, in which he 
8 Incouraged to go out and meet the Conqueror with 
lunnce of Security. Upon this he aſſembled the Prieſts 
WProple, whom he acquainted with the Viſion; and 
| ace 
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according to the Direction of the Viſion, the Prieſts; 
on their Habits, and the People cloathed themſclye 
White, and with Jaddas at the Head of them th 
marched out to meet the Conqueror. Alexander y 
amazed at this unuſual and venerable Pomp; butt 
which moſt ſurprized him was to fee the High- pit 
cloathed in the ſame manner as he had ſeen one H en 
Dream whilſt he was in Macedon, who aſſured him! 
he ſhould conquer Perſia. Upon which Alexander, þ 
ſtrating himſelf before addus, worſhipped the Name 
God, which was written on the Plate that was on 
Forehead of the High-Prieſt, and received him veryg 
ciouſly. After this they went into the City, and 4 
ander by the Advice of Jaddus offered Sacrifice in t 
Temple, where they ſhewed him the Prophecy of Ds 
which foretold that a Grecian ſhould ſubdue the P 
upon which he was ſo joyful, that he promiſed the er e 
he would grant them whatſoever they deſired. Ja 
then asked that they might live according to their oi v, 
Laws, and that he would remit the Tribute of the ſerei r bet 
Year. Theſe he readily granted, and gave Leave lil 
wiſe at their Requeſt, to the Fews that lived in B 
and Media to do the fame. After which ſeveral 74 
followed Alexander in his other Expeditions. 

Upon the Death of Alexander the Empire was divi 
among ſeveral Succeſſors, and Syria falling to Selur 
Lot, the Jews ought of Courſe to have been ſubject iſe 
him; but Prolemy, the Son of Lagus, King of Hd t. 
having poſſeſſed himſelf of Syria by Stratagem, took, 
ruſalem, entring it on the Sabbath, when the Ini 
rants durſt not defend themſelves. He carried aw! 
ny of the Jews into Egypt, Cyrene, and other Patt 
Lybia. Many alſo went voluntarily into Egypt, ul 
+tolemy entertain'd them in a very friendly Mannes, f 
king ſeveral of them free of the City of Alexa 
Ptolemy Philadelphns, the Son and Succeſſor of In 
Lagns, cauſed the Law to be tranſlated into Gra 
ſeventy two Interpreters, whom he ſent for from 7 


ſalem; and diſmiſſing ſeveral of the captive Jes 
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e many rich Preſents to the Temple at Jeruſalem of 
immenſe Value. Nor was Ptolemy Philadelphus the 
y Patron and Favourer of the eus; Seleucus Nicanor 
ue them free of the City of Antioch, and other Cities 
Hria. 
1 the Great, King of 4a, making War on 
um Epiphanes, King of Egypt, Syria became the 
m of the War, by which the Fews ſuffered very much 
the Fortune of War inclining ſometimes to one King, 
d ſometimes to the other, Fudea was miſerably haraſ- 
{on both Sides; but at laſt Antiochus being victorious, 
eus ſubmitted to him, received him with his Army 
jo their City, and joined with him in the Recovery of 
e Cittadel of Jeruſalem, which was held by a Garriſon 
t there by Scopas, Ptrolemy's Genera). Antiochus in Re- 
m gave them Liberty to live and govern according to 
r own Laws, and granted them ſeveral Privileges. 
u afterwards King Antiochus, concluding a Peace with 
my, gave him his Daughter in Marriage, aſſigning 
ir her Dowry Cælo- Syria, Phenicia, Jewry and Samarias 
o this King of Egypt ()) Onias the High-Prieſt refuſed 
pay Tribute; upon which King Prolemy prepared to 
ade Judea: But by the prudent Management of 
) Joſephus, Nephew to Orias, all Things are reconci- 
d and the Tribute-Money paid. 
After the Death of Prolemy Epiphanes, Selencus Philo- 
r, King of Aſia, at firſt favour d rhe Jews, and ſup- 
led them with all Things for the Service of the Tem- 
ed the Sacrifices at his own Expence; but ſome Time 
ter being inform'd by one Simon, of the Tribe of Ben- 
jonin 


) Onias. He was the Son of Onias for Covetouſneſs, and Neglect 
ins the High- Prĩeſt, and ſucceed- of the publick Good, did by his good 
K bim. : Reaſons convince him of his Error, 

) Joſeth. His Mother was Siſter and perſuaded Onias to leave the Ma- 
* Unias the High-Prieſt: Though nagement of the whole Matter to 
* ws but young, he was eminent him, which he effected to the Satis- 
Prudence, Juſtice and other ver- faction of King Prolemy and the 
der Which made him very much re- Jews, and his own Reputation and 
Pied in the Jewiſh State. And he Advantage. See Joſeph, J. 13. 6, 4+ 
ang upon him to chide his Uncle | 
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© +45. Jamin, that there were great Treaſures in the Tem rec 
he ſent (a) Heliodorus to take them away; who poin 
into the Temple with that Intent, as he was entting 0 6 
cred Treaſury, to his 2 Amazement he was meth 
Angels of Fire, who ſeem'd to be on Horſeback, arm: 
to defend the Place againſt this ſacrilegious Attempt. I 
Infidel General was ſtruck down, loſt his Speech: 
Senſes, and did not recover till the High- Prieſt ( 
prayed for him. Some Time afterwards Heliodorus i 
ring to the Crown, murder'd *elewcus in Hopes of {ut 
ceeding him; but Eumenes and Attalus drove him fra 
thence, and ſet up () Antiochus Epiphanes, Son to 4 
tiochus the Great. This Prince was the Cauſe of gre 
Afflictions and Grievances to the Fews; for he depolghſh,x. « 
Onias, and put his Brother Jaſon in his Place, whoupe 
that Account had promiſed to pay Antiochus three tho 
ſand fix hundred Talents of Silver yearly. Jaſon had 
ſooner uſurp'd the Pontifical Chair, but he alter dt 
Form of Divine Worſhip, and changed the Cuſtoms 0 
the Jews, which occaſion'd a general Corruption 
the Jewiſh Oeconomy, and for which God raiſed the! 
a Scourge out of the Cauſe of their Offence; | 
they needed not a worſe Enemy than Antiochus 
puniſh them, who raged againſt them with the utmo 
Barbarity. 

After Antiochus had been in Egypt he came in Perk 
to Jeruſalem, where he was received in great Pomp 
Jaſon, who ſometime after this ſending one Aan 
with Money to the King, AMenelaus ſupplanted hi 
purchaſing the Prieſthood of the King, and expel 
Jaſon, who thereupon withdrew into the Country | 
the Ammonites, waiting a Turn of Fortune in his Fa 

Menelaxs did not long injoy his ill- gotten Promotio 
for failing in his Payment he ſurrender'd to his Broth 
Lyfſmachus; but afterwards repenting of his Tamem 
in delivering up the Pontificate, he ſoſd the facred vel 


(a) Heliodorns, He is by Joſephus Autiochus, mentioned in 1 A 
called .Afollonins. Ve Ii. 
(b) Antiechns, This is that wicked 


ws withdrawn to Daphne, ſhould oppoſe him in his De- 
mn, he procur'd him to be murder'd by Andronicus, who 
15 ſoon over-taken by Juſtice; for Antiochus firſt order d 
Im to be diveſted of the Purple, and then to be led 
rough the City to the Place where he had murdered 
jar, and there to be put to Death; and the People of 
mſalem mutinying againſt Ly/imachus, flew him. Me- 
lu, who was the Contriver of all theſe Miſchiefs, 
und Means to clear himſelf to Antiochus, and get his 
lcuſers condemn'd. In which Time Jaſon hearing that 
Intiochus was preparing to invade Egypt, takes the Op- 
unity of his Abſence, and with a thouſand Men at- 
ks Jeruſalem, by thoſe Means hoping to recover the 
loh-Prieſthood. He ſoon made himſelf Maſter of the 
ty, but Menelaus retiring into the Citadel, he could 


ple, he flew many of them, and then made a haſty 
treat into the Country of the Ammonites : Soon after 
ich he was by Aretas, King of Arabia, caſt into Pri- 
n, from whence making his Eſcape, he fled from one 
ty to another, and died at Lacedemon. 

Antiochus, who was then in Egypt, hearing of theſe 
ings, and ſuſpecting Judea might revolt from him, re- 
nd in a Rage againſt the Jews for making theſe Com- 
tions, and entring the City by Force put the Inhabi- 
nts to the Sword, eighty thouſand were lain in three 
ys, forty thouſand taken Priſoners, and as many ſold. 
ten profaning the Temple with his irreverend and abo- 
able Approaches, he enters it attended with the exe- 
le Traytor Menelaus, whence they ſacrilegiouſly con- 
jed what Treaſure they could find. And to torment 
e wretched Jews the more, Antiochus made one Philip, 
tngian, a Man more barbarous and inhuman than him- 
b Governour of Jeru alem, and Andronicus Governour 
Crizin, joining Menelaus in Commiſſion with both, 
ach was grievous to the poor People, whom he uſed 
0 barbarouſly ; for not content to treat them ill him- 
h he ſent Apollonius, one of King Antiochus's Generals, 
a. 3] © R with 
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recover it; and leaſt Ouiat, the depoſed Pontif, whe- - 


t come at him; wherefore revenging himſelf upon the 
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with an Army of two and twenty thouſand Men to q 
ruſalem to kill what Men remain'd, and to ſell the Me 
men and Children. Apollnius coming before Feruſal 
made no Offer of attacking the Town till the Sabbat 
from whence the Jews concluded themſelves ſecure, B 
whilſt they were at their Devotion on the Sabbath, 4 
lonius enter'd the City, maſſacred many of the Inhab 
rants, plunder'd the Place, led away the Women an 
Children Captives, and Part of the reſt they obliged 
fly. After this Antiochus gave Orders that the 5: 
ſhould embrace the Religion of the Gentiles, cauſed t 
Temple at Jeruſalem to be call'd the Temple of OH the 
pian Jove, fill'd it with Abominations, and obliged t 
Jeus to ſacrifice to Idols upon Pain of Death. Tho 
who met in Caves to keep the Sabbath were burnt ;t 
Book of the Law was cal into the Fire; the Circumc 
ſing of Infants was forbid ; and Women accuſed of hari 
circumciſed their Children were publickly led about t 
City with their Infants hanging at their Breaſts, and ti Meal: 
caſt headlong from the Walls. In ſhort, no Manner Meir 
Cruelty was wanting to compel the Fews to quit the 
Religion. 

During this terrible Perſecution ſome of theſe wretche 
People yielded to Force ; but many choſe rather tod 
than forſake the Law of their God: Among theſe! 
was Eleazar, a prime Doctor of the Law, a very 2g 
Man, and of a venerable Aſpect. To affli& this gent 
old Man the more, the firſt Teſt they put him to vm, 3 
make him eat Swine's Fleſh, which they fore d into 
Mouth; but he, chooſing rather to die glorioully t 
live ignominiouſly, ſpit it out. Some of thoſe wholi 
the Charge of this Part of the Perſecution, in Pity toi 
Age, and out of former Friendſhip, gave him Lear? 
elude the Sentence by taking a Piece of any other Fi ed 
and eating it as Swine's Fleſh. But he conſidering "hi 
as a vile Colluſion and Hypocriſy, told them he wo 
not purchaſe his Life at that ſordid Rate, but deſir d rhe 
to diſpatch him rather than let him be guilty of Diſſm 
tion, and ſtain the Honour of his Grey Hairs with of 
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ito Cruelty, fell upon him, and beat him to Death, 
hich the good old Man reſolutely ſuffer'd, rather than 
Wihonour God by violating his Conſcience. 
The next Inſtance of religious Fortitude was that of 
ie Heroine Solomona and her ſeven Sons, who were by 
eder of Antiochus brought from their Habitation to Au- 
% The King pretending Pity to their Youth, and 
Reſpect to their Family, (which was noble,) perſwaded 
em to renounce their Religion, and imbrace that of the 
miles, promiſing them great Rewards and Promotions 
It they would comply 3 Fe if they refuſed, they muſt 
wet no Mercy. Then ordering Variety of Tortures 
e had provided, to be ſhewed them, he thought to terri- 
them with the ſad Proſpe& of what they were like to 
ufer. However, theſe 1 and Engines of Death 
duld no more terrify, than the Allurements of the Tyrant 
duld perſwade them; but inſpired with a true Holy 
Leal and Celeſtial Bravery they unanimouſly declared 
tier Obedience to the Law of God, and the Precepts 
ſich he deliver d by Moſes, aſſuring him that his Cru- 
ty could not hurt them; for all the Effect their Pains 
mld have, would be to ſecure to them the glorious Re- 
nrds due to unſhaken Patience and injured Virtue, cau- 
ning him at the ſame Time of the different and 
readſul Conſequence 3 for by the Murder of fo many in- 
ent Men he would arm the Divine Vengeance againft 
Im, and for the temporal Pains which he inflicted on 
dem, would himſelf become obnoxious to everlaſting 
orments. 2 
The Conftancy and Zeal of theſe brave Youths ſo in- 
ed the Tyrant, that he gave the Word for the Execu- 
mers to bring the eldeſt to the Torture, which they 
Imediately did ; and {tripping off his Cloaths, they bound 
ls Hands and Arms in a Poſture for receiving the 
wurge, which he induring with admirable Patience, 
Ind they finding that they wearied themſelves more than 
m with this Sort of Puniſhment, bound him upon the 
"cel. The noble Youth lying extended here with his 
2 


Act. Upon this his Perſecutors, changing their Pity - 


Bones 


tha 
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Bones broken, and Joints diſlocated, reproach'd his Toll 


nl 
mentor thus, O execrable Tyrant, and Perſecutor FF; 
Heaven! Thou doſt not treat me thus inhumanly {ff 
any Breach of divine or human Laws, but fer nf þ 
* Zeal to God and his holy Ordinances.” Then the 8 
diers adviſing him to fave his Life by complying, hecof 5 
tinued; You may exerciſe your Cruelty upon my BodWer 
but you cannot torture my Mind; that is out of ce. 
Reach; and Iwill convince you by this Trial upon mi 7 
* Perſon, that it is the peculiar Glory of the Hebrew Ne 
* tion to be invincibly firm in their Sufferings for Vine 
and a good Conſcience.” Then extending his Bode 
ſtill more, they turn'd him to the Flames, where they heit 
him tilt his Bowels burſt, and nothing of human Form wa 
left, but a Skeleron of Bones. Thele exquiſite Torture 
this brave Youth bore with ſuch Magnanimity, as if th 
Fire had only ſerved to refine him into a Creature immot 
tal. At laſt Nature being waſted with repeated Torture 
he thus tcok his leave of his Brethren : © Be ſure you tol 
* low my Example and deſert me not in this noble Co 
* flict. Shame the Tyrant with your Sufferings, and d 
* gloriouſly in the Service of God, who will humbl 
© this Bloody Monſter with Puniſhments as uncommohca 
* and amazing as his own Pride and Cruelty.” Aan 
thus this Holy Youth ended his painful Life. 

The ſecond Brother with the fame undaunted Couraę 
advances on this tragical Stage; where being demande 
whether he would eat of their ſacrificed Meat, and 1 
fuſing, the Tormentors with Pincers drew off all t 
Fleſh from the Muſcles of his Neck to the Chin, an 
flayed off all the Hair and Skin of his Beard, Face, an 
Head. And having remain'd ſome Time a ſad Spectac 
to the bloody Tormentors, he thus took his Leave 
them and the World. How welcome is Death in # 
* Shape to him that ſuffers for Truth and Religion? Ti 
© Pleaſure of an innocent Mind, and the Comfort of 
clear Conſcience ſoften my Sufferings, and ſupport u 
© ſpirits, whilſt thou art rack'd with the cutting Appl 


* henſions of a guilty Mind. Thy Cruelties I ſuffer vi 
888 5 aun 
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To more Pleaſure than thou canſt execute them; for thy 
or FF own Heart muſt tell thee that thou doſt wickedly in 
puniſning the Innocent for aſſerting the Truth, and 
perſevering inthe Worſhip and Love of God, for which 
be aſſur d thou wilt not eſcape the terrible Vengeance 
of a juſt and angry God.“ The pious Hero thus perſe- 
ring in the Defence of his Religion, made his Way to 
even through Blood and Torments. 

The third Brother is ſo far from being daunted at the 
ght of what the former indured, that being preſs'd by 
he Tyrant to take Warning by their Death he angrily 
plied, ** The ſame Father and Mother brought us into 
the World, and the ſame Maſter formed our Minds with 
the ſame Principles: Think not therefore that I will by 
any puſillanimous Retreat indeavour to evade thy 
' Crusity, and deſert the glorious Cauſe of ſuffering for 
'our Religion. Loſe no Time, for 1 come prepared to 
ſuffer, not to make Speeches.” This Anſwer deliver d 


u 108th an Air of Reſolution ſo inraged the Tyrant, that he 
Ca ought, if poſſible, to advance his Tortures; therefore 
d bamanded the Executioners to clap his Hands and Feet 
imb the Screws, where with a Violent Wrench they diſ- 


ated all the Joints of his Fingers and Toes at once. This 
one, they continued to draw the Engine yet higher, till 
ley had twiſted his Legs, and Arms, and Shoulder-Bones, 
ut of their Sockets; and finding him ſtill to ſurvive all 
ieſe Diſtortions, dragged off his Skin at the Ends of his 
ngers, and flay d him from the very Crown of his Head. 
nd not content to have mangled his Body after this mer- 
les Manner, they dragged him to the Wheel, where 
king yet more diſtended upon the Pins and Screws, he 
w his ſeveral Parts burſt aſunder, his Fleſh drop off by 
lece-Meals, and his Bowels and Blood guſh out. His 
lormentors being wearied with their continual Applica- 
ons of Cruelty, and Nature juſt exhauſted in the He- 


1 Youth, he cloſed this bloody Scene with a dread- 
u Prognoftick of the Tyrant's Fate : © O wicked and 
1 moſt inhumane of all Tyrants, we ſuffer thus for the 


Love of God, and his moſt juſt Law ; but thou, who 
R 3 — art 
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* art the Cauſe of all this Injuſtice and Cruelty, ſhal 
** ſuffer endleſs Torments.” 

The fourth Brother being hauled to Execution, is per 
ſuaded to conſider and avoid inevitable Deſtru&ion 
which he ſaw preparing for him. But he reſolving no 
to ſtain the Honour of his Family, and diſgrace the Cauſi 
of Religion by any puſillanimous Act, replied, © Ih 
** Sight of all your Tortures in their diſmal Appearance 
* capnot fright me to derogate from the noble Exampl 
* of my Brethren. Let thy Tortures be as extravagan 
* asthy Malice and Cruelty can invent, they ſhall on 
** ſerve to prove me a Branch of the ſame Stock, anc 
* animated with the very ſame Soul with thoſe whoſt 
* Blood thy impious Hands have ſpilt.” The barbarou 
Antiochus was ſo incenſed at this, that he commanded 
immediately to cut cut his Tongue. But the holy Yout 
not in the leaſt terrified with his Threatnings cried out 
** Here it is ready for thy wicked Executioners to exe! 
** Ciſe their Cruelty upon: But know, thou Tyrant, tha 
* by depriving me of the Uſe of this Organ of Speec 
** thou canſt not make my Reaſon dumb. O that I might 
** to glorify God, loſe my life by Inches! But as for thee 
* Guilt and Vengeance will ſoon over-take thee, wh 
* cutteſt out this inoffenſive Tongue, that hath been in 

© ploy'd in making Melody, and ſinging Praiſes to God 
* who formed it for that Purpoſe.” Then the Tormen 
tors cut out his Tongue, and tied it to the Trunk of his 
Body, which being exhauſted with Pain, and miſerad! 
mangled, he joyfully ended his Courſe. | 

The fifth Brother, eager of having his Share in tl 
honourable Conflict, boldly ſtepp'd forward uncall'd fot, 


and offer d himſelf to the Torture, addreſſing the Kin 
thus: Thou ſeeſt, moſt inhumane Tyrant, I wait na I 
thy tedious Orders, but voluntarily offer myſelf w * 
the Trial, and dare thy Cruelty in the Defence of e 


Faith. The ſooner thou diſpatcheſt me, the fſoore! 
will my Happineſs be compleat, and thine Iniquit! 
cc a 5 | 
make thee ripe for Vengeance, Tell me, thou 
S yourer of Mankind, what could provoke thee to got 
k ; a . ; ia * , | m 
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ment and murder the Innocent? Is it a Crime to ſerve 
that God who created the World ? And ſhall we not 
' worſhip him by whom we live, and who hath inſti- 
tuted the Methods by which we are to regulate our 
na Lives? In this we defy thy Tortures, and deſpiſe thy 
uM Puniſhments, which will tranſlate us to a happy Eter- 
' nity, and thee to endleſs Torments.“ At theſe Words 

e Executioners ſeizd and bound him to the Wheel, 
id drawing the Screws ſtrait, they at once diſlocated the 
pints of his Limbs and Back, ſo that he twiſted round 
he Wheel ; and being almoſt ſtrangled, he thus took his 
Leave: Thou little doſt imagine, moſt execrable Ty- 
rant, the Benefit thy Cruelty procures to us; for the 
more thou rageſt againſt us in theſe unheard of Tor- 
tures, the more acceptable thou rendereſt us to God, 
out This momentary Pain will procure us everlaſting Reſt, 
out and every Torture is but an Occaſion of exerciſing our 
' Patience.” . 

The ſixth Brother being brought forward, the Tyrant 
Wed him whether he would accept of Deliverance? To 
which the brave Youth replied; Though I am infe- 
' rior in Years to my Brothers that have ſuffer'd before 
me, yet is my Soul equal in Magnanimity to theirs. 
And as we were nouriſhed and educated together in 


11m 
Gal the Fear of God, we ought to perſiſt in the ſame to 
men Death. Think not therefore to terrify or perſuade me 


to relinquiſh the glorious Cauſe of Religion by the Ap- 
0 


abi prehenſion of Torture, for I am ready to ſuffer as they 
have done; and know, that God will ſupport me in 

tha the Defence of a good Conſcience under the greateſt 

u Pains thou canſt inflict. Antiochuis ſeeing him thus 


reſolute, commands him to be faſten d to the Wheel; and 
iter having broken and diſtorted all his Bones, they put 
Fire under him. Then the Soldiers heated Spits and 
ears red hot, and thruſt them into his Back and Sides, 
ner" bis Bowels and Intrails were burnt up, while he cried, 
ties. © glorious Conflict, in which ſo many Brethren have 
De-. ingag' d for their Religion, and come off with Con- 
t- queſt! I will bear my Brethren Company in ſo noble a 

R 4 — Death, 
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* Death, and add to the Number of Plagues due 
* thee, O wicked Inventor of artful Cruelty, andi 
* placable Foe of all that adhere to the true Religio 
** Six of us have now baffled thy Malice and Rage; f 
] muſt needs account thee baffled, who haſt witholF 1 
* Succeſs attempted to force us from our Duty. Th i: 
* Fires, methinks, are cold; thy Racks eaſy ; and tif 
* Guards are now no longer Tormentors and Exec 
te tioners, but Defenders and Promoters of our Law ann 
* its Honour, ſince they aſſiſt us in giving Teſtimony 
* it, and contribute to the Triumphs of the Religi 
* they are not able to ſuppreſs.” Having made an E 
of ſpeaking, and juſt ready to expire, they diſpatch d hi 
by caſting him into a Cauldron cf boiling Liquor. 
And now the ſeventh and youngeſt Brother appear i 
Whom when the Tyrant ſaw fetter'd and pinion, th 
he had been ſo implacably outragious againſt the reſt, h 
hard Heart began a little to relent ; therefore calling hi 
up to the Throne where he ſat, he began to try him wil 
ſoft Words and fair Means. You tee, ſaid he, your 
* Man, the miſerable End to which the reſt of your I 
* mily have by their own Obſtinacy brought themlelve 
* and which will be your Fate in a few Minutes, if 
** their Example you will not become wiſer. But I ho 
** better Things from you; and for an Incouragement 
your better Behaviour I make you a generous Profit 
* of my Eſteem and Friendſhip, and promiſe to promo 
* you to Places of Honour and Profit. Then acdreſiin 
himſelf to the Mother of theſe brave Youths, who I 
hitherto been a Witneſs of her Childrens Sufferings, Wi! 
a ſeeming Compaſſion for her Loſs, he intreated her 
prevail upon her Child, in Pity to herſelf at leaſt, 
fave this ſmall Remnant of her Family, and not to 8" 
herſelf the Affliction of having all her Offspring ſo lac: 
torn away at once. But ſhe, worthy of the Honour « 
being Mother to ſuch godly Heroes, whiſper'd thus 
her Son in the Hebrew Language: © In Pity to me, n 
Son, and in Honour of thy Family; deſpiſe the Ten 
-. tations of the Tyrant, and defy his Threats. Look 
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mth Hope to that God who made the World, and who 
can deliver thee from thy cruel Perſecutors. Bravely 
mitate thy religious Brethren, who have ſuffer'd the 
worſt of Deaths for their Conſcience : Fear not the 
Torrures this Heathen can infli& ; and be aſſured that 
in the Day of Mercy, which this Tyrant ſhall never 
ſee, 1 ſhall receive you all in celeſtial Imbraces.” The 
dly Youth having with great Attention heard the Ad- 
nit ion of his pious Mother, on a ſudden cried out, 


Well then, unbind me, and let me apply myſelf to 


the King and his Friends that attend about the Throne.“ 
he Company was over-joyed at this Propoſal, and im- 
ediately let him looſe; upon which he ran haſtily to 
te Side of the Cauldron, and thus addreſſed himſelf to 
te King: Moſt impious Tyrant! Haſt thou received 


from the Hand of God a Kingdom, and ſo many 
worldly Bleſſings, and yet without the leaſt Shame or 
Remorſe murdereſt the. Friends and Servants of him 
who thus advanced thee? Is this the Requital thou 
makeſt to a bountiful God, to rack and torture thoſe 
that worſhip him, and for no other Reaſon but becauſe 
they worſhip him as he himſelf has directed? Be well 
alured, this Wickedneſs will not be forgotten, vor go 
urewarded, for Juſtice will purſue thee ; and in the 
mean Time lay up in Store for thee Torments and 
Fires, not like thine here, which quickly conſume the 
Body, and put an End to Pain, but ſuch as ſhall be a 
Store of Fire, and Pains inexhauſtible. Can'ft thou call 
thyſelf a Man, thou more than ſavage Brute, and yet 
are no Regard, no Relenting for theſe moſt exquiſite 
and ſtudied Pains, which thou infliteſt on them who 
have the ſame Nature, the ſame tender Senſe, of Suf- 
trings with thyſelf ? Is it poſſible a Creaturezpf like 
Matter and Form ſhould take Delight in mangling, 
burning, flaying, ſcourging, killing his Fellow Crea- 
ures? Yet ſuch thou art; but unlike to us in Diſpo- 
tion; and as unlike in thy Fate and Portion. For we 
Who die to gratify thy Malice have done our Duty, 
nd ſhall find Fayour and Happineſs with God: — 
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/ 
thou, who haſt put ys upon the Truth of our Rel 


* gion with ſo much cauſleſs Pain, ſo undeſerved a Deat 
** ſhalt how! for ever in Deſpair, and be plagued mit 
** the bitter Reproaches of this ſad Day's Tranſa&ion 
So dreadful, ſo infamous is thy Caſe, fo bleſſed, ſo gi 
* rious my martyr'd Brethren ; from whoſe Honours an 
Rewards think not that either Flattery or Fear ſh 
exclude me. For know, I aſpire to an Equality vit 
the beſt of them, and think it long till we meet agai 
in the ſame Sufferings here, and in the ſame Bliſs her: 
« after.” With that he caſt himſelf into the Cauldro 
and expir'd in the hotteſt of the Fire. 

This was the glorious End of theſe godly Heroes, whi 
waded through a Sea of the acuteſt Pains to the Port- 
eternal Reſt. And yet to increaſe our Wonder, and abat 
that Notion of Fortitude which Men, too partial to them 
ſelves, are apt to boaſt of, as the peculiar Glory of the 
Sex, there is yet a more aſtoniſhing Inſtance of it i 
the Mother of theſe brave religious Brethren. She w: 
exerciſed by Pains more ſharp and complicated than an 
yet mentioned. Who can conceive the Extremity, tit 
Variety of that pious Mother's Pains, who herſelf y 
tortur d and put to Death in every one of her feel 
Sons? The Affection of Parents terminates in their Chi 
dren, who are the proper Centre of all their Care al 
Concern: But ſo true a Daughter of Abraham was til 
Mother of theſe gallant godly Youths, that even Compi 
fion for her own Children could not break in upon | 
Duty. Such was her Zeal, that when Religion and tl 
_ Safety and Preferment of her ſeven Sons were d 
fer d to her Choice, ſhe wiſely gave the Preference ns 
Religion, took God's Word before the King's, and chok 
to have them live for ever with God in Heaven, ratbe 
than injoy a ſhort Proſperity with Antiochus upon Ean 
The Fear and Love of made her overlook the pit 
ſent Eaſe and Advantage of her Children; and ſhe kne 
ſhe could never love them ſo tenderly, ſo deſerved!) # 
when their ſteady Virtue and Conſtancy in the Caule © 


Truth charmed her Aﬀe&Rions, and indear'd them x s 
2} 
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hey were juſt, wiſe, temperate, and magnanimous, af- 

tionate to each other, and dutiful to their Mother to 
witfWat Degree, that they even died in the Cauſe of their 
min Obedience to her. And ſhe was ſo far from al- 
ming any one of theſe manifold Ingagements to betray 
into an undue Tenderneſs, or ſuffering any of the 
orture they indured to ſhake her Reaſon, that ſhe ex- 


witWorted each of them ſingly, and all of them together, 
agile to decline any Sufferings or Death for the Sake of 
hereWcligion. 


And now to cloſe this bloody Tragedy, the Soldiers 
proached to ſeize the godly Matron in order to Execu- 
on; but ſhe prevented all Attempts upon her Perſon, 
id without any Force caſt herſelf into the Fire, defeat- 
thus the Tyrant's Rage and Violence, diſappointing 
| his wicked Contrivances, and exerting a molt vigorous 
id noble Faith. Thus ended this doleful, yet glorious 
hy with the Death of the victorious Solomona, who 
umphed in the ſharpeſt Agonies of her Sons, and her 
m Sufferings, who with them was tranſlated from Mi- 
ry to Bliſs unſpeakable, admitted into the joyful Society 
{all their pious Anceſtors, and whoſe Souls were recei- 
ed into an eternal Reſt for ſacrificing their Bodies in the 
ice of their God. 

The poor Jeus for a Time labour'd under unſpeakable 
eſſures from the cruel Antiochus; but at laſt they were 
lcued by the divine Providence under the Conduct of 
egallant Family of the Maccabees : The chief of which 
t that Time was Mattathias the Prieſt, who had fled 


eam Jeruſalem, during the Perſecution, and with his five 
ce ens, John, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jonathan, had 
cho ithdrawn to the Mountains of Media. 


In this melancholick Retirement Mattathias and his Sons 
enoaned the hard Fate of their Religion and Country. 
Mt they had not Opportunity long of injoying this ſad 
treat ; for the Tyrant's reſtleſs Malice ſoon found them 
ut, who ſent his Meſſengers into Media to oblige the 
Mabirants to ſacrifice and burn Incenſe in Honour of 


ir Idols. Many ſubmitted to this Force, but the brave 
A 7 Mattathi as 


4 
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Mattathias and his Family abhorred this Profaneneſ 
and to let Apeles, King Antiochus's General, ſee that 
Defence of his Conſcience, the Honour of God, and t 
Truth of his Religion, he was not afraid to die, he bray 
ly flew a Jew that was juſt going to ſacrifice, prevent 
his Idolatry by his Death; and Apelles continuing to pe 
ſuade or force the People to Prophaneneſs, received h 
Death from ſome of the brave Maccabees, who not on 
in Defence of their Conſcience killed their Perſecutorif 
but overturn'd their Altars, and pull'd down their Idol 
Then Mattathias finding he was not able to make lo 
Oppoſition to the ſuperior Power of the Enemy, calli 
out to his Countrymen, ſaid, © Let him that loves 
Religion follow me.” Upon which he made the be 
of his Way to the Mountains with his Sons, whither ft 
veral Jews with their Families followed him. Antiochus 
Officers hearing this, took a Party of the Garriſon W"* 
Jeruſalem, and purſued them ; and attacking them ont! 
Sabbath ſlew about a thouſand of them, who would nc 
defend themſelves becauſe of the Solemnity of the Di 
Hereupon Mattathias and the reſt came to a Reſolutiaſ 
not to make any Scruple of defending themſelves fort 
future againſt ſuch as ſhould attack them on the Sabbat 
After this they formed a Body of regular Forces undert 
Command of Mattathias, and fell upon their Enemies 
they found Opportunity, deſtroy'd the Altars of the 
Idols, and cauſed the Children to be circumciſed- 
Mattathias having acted the Part of a brave and p 
dent General, at laſt is forced to ſubmit to the Weig 
of a hundred and forty ſix Years; when taking Leave 
his Sons and Countrymen, he exhorted them at his Deat 
to defend their Nation and Religion» and declared l 
Son Judas Maccabeus his Succeſſor in the Command 
the Forces. Which Command was accordingly confer! 
on him after his Father's Death, and he ſoon made it i! 
pear that he was worthy of it by his Courage and C 
duct: For Apollonius, Governour of Samaria, hearing 
how obſtinately the Jews defended themſelves againſt t 
King's Forces, in Haſte gathers what Troops he could, b 
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epa res to attack them: But Judas was apprized of his 
pproach, and marching againſt Apollonius routed his 
my and ſlew him. —— the Governour of Cxlo- 
ria, hearing of this Defeat, and reſolving to ſuppreſs 
e Jews before their Succeſſes ſhould increaſe their Num- 
rs, advances as far as Bethoron with a numerous Army; 
ut Judas, though inferior in Number, defeated and 
ſued him, killing eight hundred of his Men upon the 
bot, the reſt fled into the Country of the Philiſtines. 

Upon this News Antiochus was mach inraged, and 
wing a ſevere Revenge he raiſes a powerful Army in 
ze and other Parts. reſolving to invade Judea the next 
ring. But finding his Treaſure fall ſhort of paying ſo 
it an Army, (his Tribute being much diminiſhed by the 
quent Revolts and Commotions in his Dominions,) he 
tends an Expedition into Perfia, and there to levy Tri- 
te to defray the Charge of the War. Burt before he 
ent, he conſtituted his Favourite Has Governour of 
| the Country from Euphrates to Egypt, leaving with 
m one half of the Forces, with Orders to ſend an Army 
Ito Judea, utterly to deſtroy Jeruſalem, to extirpate 
te Jews, and ſettle Strangers in the Country. Antio- 
w having thus diſpoſed Affairs marches to Perſia; and 
fas, the better to execute his Maſter's Commands, 
tches on Prolemy the Son of Dorymenes, Nicanor and 
mgias, three eminent Commanders, to manage the 
Mar againſt the Fews. 'Theſe with an Army of forty 
duſand Foot, and ſeven thouſand Horſe, prepare to in- 
de Fudea, and all Things being ready they marched to 
maus, where they for a while incamped. During 


euer Stay there, their Army was increaſed by the addi- 
ral Troops of the Syrians, renegado Fews, and other 
id eibouring Nations, among whom came ſeveral Mer- 


nts to buy Slaves, thinking themſelves ſecure of Vi- 
ny over the Fews. | 
Jada all this Time is not idle; for he and his Bre- 
en gathering what Forces they could in ſo ſhort a 
me, reſolve to defend themſelves ; and diſpoſing their 


Kit Army as regularly as the Condition of their Affairs 
would 


* 
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would permit, Judas in a ſhort Speech thus animate 
them; ** There never was a fitter Opportunity, 

Friends, of exerciſing our Valour and deſpiſing Da 
* ger than now. Liberty the darling Principle of Natur 
** 1s the Cauſe we are to fight for; without which il 
* muſt never expect to injoy our Religion. This is t 
Time to recover our antient Laws by our Courage, 
** puſillanimouſly deliver them up and theſe poor R. 
mains of our Countrymen to Ignominy and Slayer 
* Truſt in God, whoſe Cauſe we fight, and queſt 
** not but he will bleſs our Arms with Succeſs here, 
give us a glorious Reward hereafter.” Judas havi 
thus incouraged his Men, took Poſt at Maſpha, oppph 
to Jeruſalem : where, hearing that Gorgias was detach 
with five thouſand Foot, and a thouſand Horſe to fi 
prize the Jewiſh Camp by Night, he marches with 
beſt Troops to fall upon the main Body of the Ene 
at Emmaus, Gorgias coming to Judas's Camp found 
empty, and concluding that the Jews had thro Fear i 
into the Mountains, purſues them thither. In the me 
Time Judas came to Gorgias's Camp by Break of Da 
with only three thouſand Men; which the Enemy ſeein 
they march'd out to charge them; but Judas ſoon roi 
ed them, killed three thouſand upon the Spot, and pu 
ſued the reſt into the Country of Edom. Then retu 
ing to attack the Body Gorgias had led into the Mou 
tains, they underſtanding that their main Body had be 


defeated, their Camp enter'd and burnt, and that Jud 7 
Army was in the Plains ready to give them Battle,. 


panick Fear ſeiz d them, and they all fled into t 
neighbouring Countries. Judas's victorious Army 
turning from the Purſuit enter'd the Enemy's Ca 
which they plunder'd, carrying off a great Booty: II 
giving Thanks to God the Author of their Succeſs, tb 
repair d to Jeruſalem ; where they injoy'd the Fruits 
their Victory the remaining Part of that Lear. But 4 
fas impatient at theſe Diſappointments, and to wipe 
the Diſgrace of this Defeat, the next Year raiſed an 


wy of ſixty thonſand Foot, and five thouſand ä 


1 * 


me in Perſon to extirpate the Jews. Judas and his 
my being fluſh'd with their former Succeſs, were not 
the leaſt diſcouraged at the Sight of this numerous 
my, for drawing out ten thoutand Men only, they 
we Lis Battle, whom they routed and cut five thou- 
and of his Men in pieces. Lyfas upon this Defeat re- 
m'd ro Autioch to raiſe more Forces, reſolving to be 
weng d on the Fews with a more powerful Army, than 
therto he had raiſed, 

The Enemy being thus driven out of Judea, Judas 
wrefully ſet to work to ſettle the Affairs of his Country. 
efirſt began by cleanſing the Temple, and reſtoring it 
the ſame Condition it was in before, cauſing it to be 
kdicated again, and the Worſhip of God reviv'd. He 
tified Mount Sion, incloſing it with Walls and Towers. 
wing put Jeruſalem into this Poſture of Defence, he 
ified Bethſura, a City near Edom, and made War on 
e neighbouring Nations, which had conſpired to deſtroy 

Iſraelites that were among them. After this, havin 

vided the Forces among his Brethren, he routed the 
moni tes and Edomites, entred the Country of Gilead, 
ok many Towns, and reſcued a great Number of Jews 
0 were beſieged in Caſtles and 'Vowns, and convoy'd 
ter: ſafely to their own Country, with their Wives and 
uldren. In their Paſſage Home they beſieg d and took 
Storm the City of Ephron, which they burnt, and 
it all the Men to the Sword. Then paſſing the Jordan 
key came into the Plains of Judea, the People all the 
Nay ſinging Hymns of Victory, and offering Sacrifice for 
e Succeſs of the Army. And that which was moſt re- 
rkable, in theſe ſeveral Expeditions and Ingagements, 
len they came to muſter the Fews, there was not a 
lan wanting. 

Whilſt Judas and his Brother Jonathan were thus 
elsful, the other Brother Simon was not idle in Ga- 
*, whither Judas had order'd him with Part of the 
my; for he defeated the Enemies of the Jews there, and 
ngnt away all the Jews that were in thoſe Parts. But 


le, whom Judas had left to govern Jeruſalem hi 
18 
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id in five Days took it. Timotheus having hid himſelf 
12 Ditch, is dragg'd thence and ſlain with his Brothers 
lereas and Apollophanes. Lyſias hearing how unſuc- 
fully Affairs went on in Judea, gather'd an Army of 
wore eighty thouſand, with which he march'd to Je- 
alem: But coming to Bethſura, he thought it neceſſary 
take in that Place in his Way. Whillt he was attack- 
g Bethſura, Fudas having Notice of his Approach, 
ch d out of Jeruſalem, and with his uſual Bravery 
l upon Lyfias's Army, kill'd eleven thouſand Foot, ſix- 
ten hundred Horſe, and routed the reſt. Las with 
uch ado eſcaped to Antioch ; where conſidering the di- 
ted Condition of Affairs, and deſpairing of preſent 
ecruits, he was forced to grant the Fews Peace, and the 
berty of their Religion. 

This Peace was but of ſhort Continuance ; for the 
:ohbouring People gave the Fews great and frequent 
liturbances ; particularly the People of Foppe, who 
toned two hundred of them; for which Judas ſoon 
ak a ſevere Revenge of them; for he burnt their Port, 
d put to the Sword all the Inhabitants that had eſcaped 


rue Fire. Then hearing that the People of Famnia had 
e baſely treated the F-ws that liv d among them, he 
prime and-burnt their Harbour, and all the. Ships in it. 
h ter this, hearing that Timotheus had gotten ſome 


wops together, he march'd againſt him; but on his 
Nay was attack d by a Party of five thouſand Arabia 
ot and five hundred Horſe, whom he defeated, and 
en made Peace with them. Then taking the ſtrong 
own of Caſphim, he attack'd Characa, where Timo- 
us had left ten thouſand Men in Garriſon, and put 
em all to the Sword. In fine he routed Timotheus, 
bk him Priſoner, and diſmiſſed him, upon Condition 
it he ſhould releaſe the Jews he had taken Pritoners. 
ter this, he ſlew twenty tive thouſand Men at Carmen, 
ook Ephron, and defeated Gorgias, who narrowly e- 
pd himſelf. N 

but notwithſtanding theſe Succeſſes. the Jews could 


* call themſelves intirely Maſters of Jeruſalem, for the 
Wal 2.] 8 Cita- 
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Citadel ſtill held out for the King of Syria ; and t 0 
Garriſon, conſiſting of Macedonians and Renegado- N a 
was very troubleſome to ſuch as reſorted to the Temp 
Therefore Judas thought it highly neceſſary to atteny 
the Reduction of the Place; and having prepared hi 
Engines and Machines for beſieging the Citadel, he {off 
ſtraitned the Garriſon. The Belteg'd found Means to af 
quaint King Antiochus with their Diſtreſs, who promis'd Meth 
relieve them; and for that End gather'd an Army of a hu 
dred and ten thouſand Foot, twenty thouſand Horſe, a 
thirty Elephants with Caltles on their Backs full of A 
chers. Menelaus, whom we have mention'd before, a2 
whom Antiochus had appointed High Prieſt, pretends 

to intreat the King for his People ; but his Prayers or 15 
tended to procure to himſelf the ſupreme Author ne 
Lyfias, who plainly ſaw thro' this Hypocrite, caution ir 
the King againſt theſe villanous Deſigns and Practices Mice 
Menelaus, aſſuring him, that Menelaus was the Occalig;. 
of all thoſe Troubles: Upon which the King cauſed Hiace 
to be ſeiz'd, and caſt down headlong from the Top of Wire: 
Tower. | | 

Antiochus preparing to march to the Relief of the Mus! 

tadel of Feruſalem, paſs d thro' Idumea, where in his V. uy 
he laid Siege to Bethſura, a ſtrong Town, which MA e 
long before held out againſt his General Lyfias. Auih., | 
chus with great Fury attacks the Place, which made rp) 
good Defence, for the Inhabitants by their bold Salat 
burnt and diſorder'd his Engines, ſo that he ſpent muſſmi 
Time about it to no — 4 At laſt, Judas, who WW: 1. 
preſs'd the Citadel with all his Might, fearing the BW. 
furans fhould be forced to ſubmit to the ſuperior Fon 
of the Enemy, left the Siege of the Citadel and came Men 
the Relief of Bethſura. Intending, if he could, to lui.” 
priſe the King's Forces, he march'd in the Night, e St. 
attacking one Quarter of the Army in the Dark, he kW Hs 
four thouſand, and ſtruck a Terrour into the Wir; 
Camp. The next Morning, notwithſtanding their Nu | 
bers, and the terrible Appearance of the Elephants, J 
das gives them Battle, in which Elazar, the my 
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Was, perform'd an Act of wonderful Bravery ; for ſee- 
ls an Elephant larger than the reſt with the Royal 
ems, and thinking the King had been upon him; 
"Wt: ruſh'd into the thickeſt of the Enemies, killing 
| that ſtood in his Way, and getting under the Bel- 
of the Elephant, he thruſt his Sword into his Body; 
ie Beaſt fell, and he himſelf was cruſh'd to Death 
ith the Fall. But how reſolute and brave ſoever the 
ws were, they were ſo overpower'd by the unequal 
ſumbers of the King's Troops, that they were forced to 
tire to Feruſalem. Whereupon Artic hus dividing his 
Imy, with one Part carried on the Siege of Bethſura, 
Wrd with the other himſelf march'd to Feruſalem. The 
bſurans ſeeing no Proſpect of Relief from their Friends, 
render d the Town upon Terms, and no Acts of Ho- 
lity were offered to them. From Bethſura the King's 
ces march'd to Jeruſalem ; where Judas had ſhut up 
imſelf and Friends in the Temple. They defended the 
lace with great Reſolution, but muſt inevitably have 
urendred, or been taken by Storm for Want of Provi- 
mm, if a lucky Accident had not relieved them; which 
bus fell out. Whilſt King Antiochus and Lyf..s were 
uy in reducing the Jews, Philip, whom the old King 
d conſtituted Regent during the young King's Mino- 
ty, returning from Media and Perfia with an Army, 
ſurp'd the Government of the Kingdom. Whereupon 
fas adviſed the King to grant the Jews Peace, and 
mit them to be govern'd by their own Laws, that he 
ght with more Safety look after his own Affairs. This 


bt opoſal pleas'd the King, who immediately ſent to offer 
ce to the Jews, who readily accepted of it; which 
4 ng ratified by Oath, they came out of the Temple. 


at when Antiochus had enter'd the Temple, and ſaw 
te Strength of the Wall that encompaſs'd it, contrary 
his Oath he cauſed the Walls and Fortifications to be 
moliſh'd. Then depoſing Onias, he made Alcimus 
lig Prieſt in his Room, and took Onias along with him 
d Antioch, whither he haſtned, and found Philip had 
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made himſelf Maſter of the City ; but giving him Battle 
he recover'd it. 

Antiochus Eupater did not fit long on the Throne 
for Demetrius Philopater, the Son of Seleucus, going 
from Rome to Syria by Sea with Forces, ſeiz'd the Por 
of Tripolis ; and having peſleſs'd himſelf of a great Par 
of the Kingdom, he enter d Antioch; where the Army ſe 
cur d Antiochus and Ly/ias, with Intent to deliver then 
up to Demetrius: But he refuſing to fee them, they wer 
put to Death by the Soldiers, and Demetrius took Po 
ſeſſion of all the Kingdom. 

Alcimus, whom Antiochus Eupater had created High 
Prieſt, and who had voluntarily defil'd himſelf at th 
Time when the Fews mix d with the Gentiles, and wa 
thereby become unworthy of the Prieſthood, of which h 
had been deprived, to infinuate himſelf into the Favou 
of Demetrius, accuſed Judas the Maccabee and his Part 
of carrying on the War, of exciting Sedition, of bein 
Enemies to the Kings of Sjria, and of proſecuting hie 
faithful Servants. Then adviſing Demetrius to ſend ſom! 
Perſon to Judea to inquire into the Poſture of Afﬀair 
Demetrius gave that Commiſſion to Bacchides, a Favourit” 


of Antiochus Epiphanes, a very powerful Man, and PHH 
tor of Meſopotamia ; and recommending Alcimus to him 
he gave him Power to treat Judas and his Followers: ſy 
he pleas d. Then confirming Alcimus in the Prieſthood 
he and Bacchides at the Head of an armed Force arrive i. 
Fudea, The Doctors of the Law, meeting together t due 
conſult what to do on this Occaſion, at laſt agree to M 
on Bacchides and Alcimus to offer Peace. Being promiſq . 
ſafe Conduct, they accordingly attend; but the treach ern 
rous Alcimus having got them in his Power, cauſed ſiu hi 
two of them to be ſeiz d and put to Death in one Da] ten 
contrary to his Word given them. This Perfidy incens tho) 
the People, and made them more cautious. However Bagſ>** 
chides, who had the Power in his Hands, put Ali 5* 
into Peſſeſſion of the Country, and left Troops to ſuppoyM;.* 
him. Alcimus being Maſter of Judea made a git 15 

; { 

1 


Slaughte 
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daughter of the Jews that were not for him. Judas 
penly declared againſt Alcimus, and ſtood upon his De- 
znce 3 and Alcimus being ſenſible that his Party was not 
he moſt powerful, thought it moſt expedient to return 
the King, to get Force to ſtrengthen his Intereſt ; and 
king arrived at Court he charged Judas and his Fol- 
bers with many Crimes: Which Accuſation being heard 
n prejudice of Judas and his Friends, Demetrius ſent 
Manor, one of the prime Men of his Cœurt, with Or- 
ers to ſeize Judas, to deſtroy all his Party, and to ſet up 
flimus. Nicauor coming to Jeruſalem, and pretending 
ke came in a friendly manner to let them know the good 
iclinations of the King to the Jews, they were ſo cre- 
ulous as to believe him, and received him and his Army 
th great Hoſpitality. But Judas, who was as politick 
brave, ſoon found out Nicanor's Deſign againſt his 
erſon; and therefore retiring to his Friends, relolves to 
fend himſelf by open Force. Near Capharſalam there 
ppen'd a Skirmiſh, in which Judas being overpower'd 
Numbers was forced to retreat into the Citadel of Je- 
alem, having loſt five thouſand Men in the Action. 
Manor purſu'd, and went up to Mount Sion, where 
me of the Prieſts met him, ſhewing him the Sacrifices, 
hich, they told him, they were going to offer for the 
ery of King Demetrius. Nicanor in a Rage threaten'd 
lem, that if they would not deliver Judas to him, he 
uid raze the Temple to the Ground. But being diſap- 
inted of his Aim in taking Judas, he was relolved to 
revenged on ſome body; and therefore having been 
lormed, that there was a Man named Razzas, eminent 
t his ſteady Conſtancy in the Religion of his Country, 
ſent a Guard of five hundred Men to ſeize him; for 
thought the Loſs of ſo conſiderable a Perſon would be 
reat Affliction to the Jews. This Company attack d 
e good old Man in the Caſtle, which he defended 
nely; but at laſt being overpower'd, and finding him- 
jut ready to fall into the Enemy's Hands, rather than 
Reproach to his Nation by ſubmitting to theſe In- 


ls, he thruſt his Sword into his Bedy and died. 
8 3 Nica- 
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Nicanor leaving Jeruſalem in a Rage, and breathing 
nothing but Revenge againſt the Jews, incamp'd at 
Village call'd Betheron, where he was join'd by ſever 
Recruits from SHria. Judas was not long behind him 
for he drew out of Jeruſalem, and with his little Arm 
incamped at Adaſus within thirty Furlongs of the Enen 
Though Judas's Army ſcarce deſerved that Name, (for 
conſiſted bur of one thouſand Men, and Nicanor's ( 
ni”: thoutand) yet he was refolvd to give them Battlf 
truic'ng more to che Merits of his Cauſe, than Numbet 
of Men. Then in a ſhort Harangue, at the Head of |y 
Troops, he incouraged them not to be diſmay'd at the Ig 
equality of their Numbers, but to conſider the Cau 
they fought for; and falling on, a bloody Fight enſu'f 
in which Nicanor, the Enemy's General, was kill d, at 
his whole Army cut off, not one Man eſcaping. Jud: 
victorious Troops proclaim'd their Succeſs to the Count 
by Sound of Trumpet wherever they came, which 
welcome News to the Jews, When they ſearch'd t 
Field, they found the Body of Nicanor, which carryi 
to Jeruſalem, Judas order'd the Head to be hung u 
the Top of the Citadel, firſt cutting out the Tongue! 
the Blaiphemy it had utter'd, which was thrown over t| 
Wall to the Fowls : After which they inſtituted a Feſt 
in Memory of this Victory on the thirteenth of the Mon 
Adar, or Auguſt, About this Time died Alcimns d 
High-Prieſt, who, attempting to demoliſh the old Wi 
which incompals'd the Prieſt's Apartment, was ſtruck v 
a painful Diſtemper, of which he miſerably died. 

After this the cus remain'd abſolute Maſters of 7M 
ſalem, had Peace for ſome Time, and concluded an 
liance with the Romans; but ſoon after Demetrius it 
Bacchides againſt them with an Army of choice Troq 
Bacchides march'd by the Way that leads to Galgala, tg 
that City, and flew abundance of People; after wh 
they advanced to Jeruſalem. Bacchides hearing that 
das was incamped at Berezoth, tent a Detachment of t 
and twenty thouſand Foot and two thouſar d Horſe 
ſurprize him. Fudas, notwithſtanding his I roops 
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ut a handful in Compariſon of the Enemy, ſtill retains 
iis Zeal and Courage, and incourages his Men to behave 
nemſelves as uſually under ſuch Diſadvantages 3 but they 
ere ſo frighted at the Numbers of the Enemy, that 
any of them deſerted, till at laſt they had but eight hun- 
ired Men left. However, with theſe he reſolves to try 
is Fortune; and when his Soldiers adviſed him to retreat 
nd wait for a Supply, he with diſdain anſwer'd them: 
God forbid that the Sun ſhould ever ſee me turn my 
* Back to my Enemies; for I will never ſtain the Glory 
of our former Actions, gain'd by ſo much Valour, with 
"an ignominious Flight.” Then animating them by 
iis own Example, he charged and broke the right Wing, 
mere Bacchides in Perſon commanded, and purſu'd them 
the Mountains of Azolus; but having not Forces 
nough to keep the left Wing in Play, that follow'd and 
nelos'd him. The Action was very hot and obſtinate on 
the Jews fide, who ſold their Lives at a dear Rate. At 
alt Judas wholly incompaſs'd and overpower'd by the 
fnemy was kill'd 3 and his Men thus depriv'd of their He- 
wick Leader were foreed to fly. Simon and Jonathan 
aving obtain'd a Truce of Bacchides convey d their Bro- 
her Judas's Body to the City of Modin, where they bu- 
ted it in their Father's Sepulchre, with all Funeral Ho- 
tour due to the Memory of ſo brave a Man and excellent 
Commander. 


nies ſoon made himſelf Maſter of the Country, and diſ- 
ſed the Government into the Hands of ſuch only as 
rere Enemies to Judas's Friends, who were uſed with 
reater Barbarity than was ever practiſed ſince the Re- 
urn of the Jews from the Babyloxiſh Captivity. In this 
niſerable Condition of Affairs, thoſe Jews who perſe- 
ered in their Integrity choſe Jonathan, Brother to Ju- 
ls, their General: Which when Bacchides underſtood, 
le attempted by fair Means to get him into his Power ; 


& it, withdrew with their Friends out of his Reach into 
he Deſart of Thecue, and coming to the Lake Aſphar, 
84 they 


The Syrian General by the Aſſiſtance of Judas's Ene- 


but Jonathan and his Brother Simon having timely Notice 
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they made a ſtand there. Bacchides ſoon after follow Mime 
them with all his Army; and Jonathan hearing of hill 
Approach ſent his Brother John to convey the Baggag 
into the Country of the Nabutheans, who were thei 


Friends: But cn their March chey were attack'd by th thi 
People of Madabah, who flew John and his Party, an Hat! 
carried off their Baggage. For which ſome Time aftei ere 

Fonathan was revenged of them; for ſurprizing them ai L 
they were making merry at a Wedding, he flew many Md t 
them, and forced the reſt to fly to the Mountains. Aſte K hi 
which, Jonathan and his Party return'd to the River JorMal: \ 
dan; whither Bacchides purſu'd them, and coming uf ch. 
with them on the Sabbath, ſuppoſing they would noi pu 
violate the Religion of the Day, he thought to make aro: 
eaſy Conqueſt of them. But Jonathan incouraged hiMoun 
Men to diſpute it bravely, by ſhewing them the Danger M Th 
for the Enemy was in the Front, and the River in th! 
Rear, ſo that they cou'd hope for no Safety by running e P 
away. Then praying to God for Succeſs they ingag d uin 
and Jcuathan ſreing Bacchides very active in incouragingy- 

his Men, made at him with all his Might; but Bacchideſ tec 
declining, ſhelter d himſelf among his Souldiers. Jonathuu , a 
finding the Enemy's Numbers too many, and being note 1 
longer able to ſtand them, with his Friends threw then Hemp 
ſelves into the Water, and ſwam the Jordan, the Enemy | 
not daring to purſue them. Upon which, Bacchides re Mais 
turn'd to the Citadel of Feriſalem with the Loſs of nea ug 
two thouſand of his Men. this 


Bacchides being returned to Jeruſalem, fortified the e c 
neighbouring Towns, and put Garriſons into them; and {in | 
taking Hoſtages for the Fidelity of the Inhabitants, he In 
return 'd to the King, and the Country injoy'd Peace for nid 
two Years. During which Time Jonathan and his Party e C 
lived quietly ; but at the End of two Years his Enemies Up 
prevail with Bacchides to return: Of which when 7M Je 
nathau had Notice, he flew the Adviſers of it, and with- ri. 
drew with his Brother Simon and his Followers to Betha- d 
laga, a Town ſituated near the Deſart, where he fortifed iſ tl: 


himſelf. Bacchides purſues and beſieges him m_ ſome Nh. 
1 | ime; 
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ime 3 but Jonathan ſallying in the Night made a great 
aughter among Bacchides's Men: His Brother Simon at 
e lame Time with a Party attack'd them in ano- 
er Quarter, burning their Engines, and putting many 
the Sword. This Defeat ſo exaſperated Bacchides, 
at he vented his Malice on the Renegado Jews who 
ere the Occaſion of his Return and his Diſgrace. This 
t Defeat made Bacchides incline to an Accommodation; 
d therefore finding Jonathan and his Party would never 
him be quiet, and that it would be a tedious and diffi- 
ir Work to reduce them, a Treaty was propoſed, and 
xchides took an Oath no more to moleſt the Jews. And 
1 purſuance of this Treaty, he reſtored to Jondthan the 
nloners of Judea, and never more returned into the 
0untry. 
The Wars being thus happily ended in Judea, Jona- 
an lived very quietly at Machma, where he governed 
e People in Peace, and adminiſter'd Juſtice as Supreme, 
ning a watchful Eye over the Deſerters of the Coun- 
7-Religion. His Power was ſoon enlarged by an unex- 
ted Accident between two Rival Princes: For Alexan- 
7, a Son of Antiochus Epiphanes, coming into Syria, by 
e Treachery of the Garriſon, who hated the haughty 
emper of Demetrius, deliver d up Ptolemais. Deme- 
n hearing that Alexander had poſſeſs d himſelf of Pto- 
Mais, prepares to recover it; in order to which he 
ought it neceſſary to court Jonathan, who he thought 
this Time might prove a dangerous Enemy; and there- 
ne concludes an Alliance with him, for fear he ſhould 
in with Alexander, And to ingage him the more in 
Intereſt, he gave him full Power to raiſe Forces, to 
vide Arms, and order'd the Hoſtages which were in 
e Citadel to be deliver'd to him. | 
Upon the Offer of theſe Conditions, Jonatham comes 
| Jeruſalem, and reads his Orders, which when the 
aiſon and Renegadoes heard, they immediately obey d, 
id celiver'd the Hoſtages. After which Fonathaw: pur- 
the Garriſons of Bethſura and Jeruſalem ; the latter 
wich he fortified, building the Walls of ſquare _ 
mne 
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the better to defend it againſt the Inſults of any EnemWle 
Beſides this, Demetrius made the Jeus more adyar 
tagious Otters than at other Times they could have e 
pected : But Jonathan and the Fews, who had ſuffere 
ſo much by the fickle and cruel Temper of Demetriuf 
did nct believe him ſincere, but look'd upon this Gene 
rofity as an Act of Force and Neceſlity ; and therefy 
the ſided with Alexander, who, to incourage Jonah 
and his Party to incline to his Intereſt, promiſed to mak 
Jonathan High-Prieſt. Demetrius too late fees his Err 
in his former Cruelty to the Jews, who, though he pra 
mſec. them all the Privileges and Immunities 1maginabl( 
with the Reſtcration of their Religion, and what el 
they could deſire, ſtill inclin'd to Alexander, who, part 
with rnercenary Troops, partly with thoſe that revolte 
in Syria, marches to meet Demetrius, whom he ſoon de 
feated and ſlew. 

Alexander being thus poſſeſſed of Syria by the Deat 
of Demetrius, writes to Ptolemy, King of Egypt, and de 
mands his Daughter Cleopatra in Marriage. Prolemy res 
dily conſented, and appointing Prolemais for the Place « 
Conſummation, brought his Daughter thither, giving h 
a Royal Portion. Jonathan the High-Prieſt is invited t 
the Wedding by Alexander, who receiv'd him with gre 
Honour, ang appointed him next to himſelf Prince an 
Chief of Jus lea. 

Alexander did not long injoy this proſperous State; f 
Demetrius, the Son of the late Demetrius, reſolving to 1 
venge his Fr.ther's Death, and recover his Kingdom, can 
from Crete into Syria with an Army of Mercenaries. H 
ſoon gaiv.'d over to his Intereſt Apollonius Davus, t 
Gevernorir of Celo-Hria, who enter d Judea to obl 
\ Jonathan to quit Alexander's Party, and join with Den | 
trius. Alpollonius with his Army came to Jamnia, aourir 
ſent a Challenge to Jonathan to leave the Faſtneſſes 
the Mountains, and fight him in the Plains. Jana 
was ſc, nettled with this, that he gather d ten thou 
Men, and taking his Brother Simon with him, marche 
directly to Joppe, which was garriſon'd by 4 
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len. PJynathan preſently ſhut up the Place; but the 
aun eople, tearing they ſhould be taken by Storm, open- 
their Gates to him. Apollonius hearing of the Sur- 
nder of Foppe, reſolves to put a Stop to the Progreſs 
che Jewiſh General, and taking three thouſand Foot 
narches to Joppe; then making a Faint, as if he would 
treat, with Deſign to draw Jonathan into the Plain, 
e planted an Ambuſcade at the ſame Time in the hol- 
y Parts of the Country of a thouſand Horſe, by which 
e intended to incompaſs I nathan. Fonathan was ap- 
riꝛed of this Stratagem, and being reſolv'd to be no lon- 
er brav d by the Enemy, formed his Army as advantagi- 
ſly as the Time would admit, gives the Command of 
art of the Army to his Brother Simon, and incouraging 
is Soldiers to behave themſelves like Men, he cautioned 
hem to forbear falling in with the Enemy at firſt, but 
o receive their Arrows with their Shields, till the Ene- 
ny had ſpent them, and then to fall on. Apollonius's 
lorſe, in whom he chiefly confided, began a diſtant 
ght, diſcharging continual Flights of Arrows from Mor- 
ing till Noon, without any Execution. Simon ſeeing 
he Enemy weary with ſhooting, and their Arrows ſpent, 
nth his Party attacks and routs them, whillt Jonathan 
ell on their main Body, which ſoon gave Way. The 
whole Army of Apollonius thus broke, fled over the Plain 
bo Azotus, whither the Jews purſued them, and entered 
de Town with them. In this City was a famous Tem- 
de of the Idol Dagon, into which the Syrians fled ; but 
jmathan ſetting Fire to it burnt them and the Temple. 
Ihe Number of them that were ſlain in the Action, and 
Ty in the Temple of Dagon, amounted to eight thou- 
and. 

After this, Jonathan burnt and deſtroy'd all the neigh- 
during Towns about Axotus; and marching ro Aſca- 
, with Deſign to beſiege it, the Inhabitants not daring 
bd provoke the Victorious Fews, came out with all the 
bew of Friendſhip, offering an Alliance and conſidera- 
e Preſents to the General, who commending them for 
weir good Will, returns in Triumph to Feruſalem — 

I wi 
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with the Spoils of the Enemy. Alexander hearing 
the Defeat of his General Apollonius, the better to mas 
his Hypocriſy, ſends Meſſengers to Jonathan to congratu 
late his good Succeſs againſt Apollonins, who, he allure 
him, had acted without any Commiſſion in the late Affail 
from him, at the ſame Time making Jonathan, his Frien 
and Ally, (as he called him) a Preſent of Jewels of con 
ſiderable Value. | 

About this Time Ptolemy Philometer with a very gre: 
Naval and Land Force arrived in Syria, under Pretence 
of aſſiſting his Son-in-Law Alexander. In his March, al 
the Towns as far as Axotus ſubmit to and receive him b. 
Alexander's Order; and when he came to Azotus, the 
People made a great Complaint againſt Jonathan and his 
Soldiers, who had burnt the Temple of Dagon, and over 
run the Country with Fire and Sword. Ptolemy gave 
them a patient Hearing, but promiſed nothing, being un 
willing to diſoblige Jonathan, who hearing of the Arr- 
, val of Ptolemy, went out to meet him, and is honourably 
and magnificently received by him; then accompanying 
him in his Way as far as the River Eleutherus he took] 
his Leave of him, and return'd to Jeruſalem. 

As Ptolemy was on his Way to Ptolemais, he narrowly 
eſcaped an Ambuſcade laid for him by Ammonius at the 
Inſtigation of Alexander. Which being diſcover d, Pr 
lemy wrote to Alexander, and demanded Juſtice on the 
Traitor ; but Alexander declining it, Ptolemy plainly 
perceived Alexander was the Author of the Plot, fer 
which he conceived an implacable Hatred againſt him, 


and which ſoon terminated in his Ruin: For the People WM 
grown weary of Alexander at Antioch, Ptolemy is courted] 
to accept the Government of Afia, which he modeſtly 


declining, adviſed them to accept of Demetrius, hom 
they accepted, Ptolemy. beſtowing his Daughter, whom 
he had before married to Alexander, on Demet iii. 
Alexander ſtorms at this; and marching from Cilicia, with 
a great Army invades Syria and the Country of A#t 
with Fire and Sword. But Ptolemy, with his new Son— 


in-Law Demetrius, meets, and give him Battle, where! 
| Alexandet 
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exander is worſted, and forced to fly to Arabia, where 
elus, King of the Country, cut off his Head, and 
nt it to Ptolemy for a Preſent. Ptolemy ſurvived his 
- in- Law but a ſhort Time; for he died of the Wounds 
received in the laſt Action, five Days after, and 
emetrius remained in peaceable Poſſeſſion of his Father's 
kingdom. 

During theſe Tranſactions, Fozathan had laid Siege to 
ie Citadel of Feruſalem, and ſome of the Garriſon 


5" cping by Night came and acquainted Demetrius with 
1 „ who thereupon marched from Antioch with an Army 
h, a 


» relieve it: And coming to Ptolemais, he {ſent for Fona- 
un to appear before him there. However, Jonathan 
untinued the Siege, but went attended with the Elders 
nd Prieſts to Ptolemais, carrying a large Preſent of Gold, 
Fer, and other valuable Things, with which he made 
iis Peace with Demetrius, who treated him very ho- 
wurably, confirming him in the Prieſthood, and be- 
lowing on him the Government of Fudea, Samaria, 
oe, and Galilce, with other neighbouring Towns, on 
Y "Condition that he ſhould pay three hundred Talents. 


9 Affairs being ſettled in this Poſture, and Demetrius 

. upect ing no further Danger from any Enemies, firſt leſ- 
1 ens the Soldiers Pay, and ſoon after disbanded moſt of 
| nem, keeping in Pay only thoſe Foreigners who came 
ech him from Crete. This procured him the Hatred of 
iy de Army, who from other Kings, though in the moſt 
bound Peace, received their full Pay. This Opportu- 
WW) one Tryphon, a Commander under Alexander, lays 
de 24 on; and which he the more eaſily improved by the 
14 F aiftance of Malchus the Arabian, who had young An- 


r %, the Son of the late King Alexander, under his 

are. 7ryphon with much Difficulty prevails with Mal- 
is to deliver the young Prince to him, whom, accord- 
ag to his Promiſe, he proclaimed King. Jonathan laid. 
d of this Opportunity to ask Leave of Demetrius to 
apel thoſe who were in the Citadel of Feruſalem, and 
ae other Fortreſſes of Fudea, concluding that Demetrius 


keep him in his Intereſt would refuſe him nothing. 
| Demetrius 
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Demetrius granted his Requeſt; but on Condition that 
ſhould ſend him Succours. Jonathan ſends three thouſa 
Men to Antioch, who did Demetrius great Service; for t| 
Antiochians taking Arms, the Fews ſo well behaved the 
ſelves, and defended Demetrius, that he owed his Liſe 
them on this Occaſion. But this Demetrius ſoon forgo 
for he broke his Promiſe with Fonathan, and threatng 
him with Military Execution, if he did not pay the T 
bute uſually paid by his Predeceſſors. This he had ce 
taivly done, had he not been prevented by Trpho 
againſt whom he was forced to march with the Army if 
had prepard to chaſtiſe Funathan, Tryphon returni 
from Arabia with young Antiochus, ſet the Diadem of 
his Head; upon which the Syrian Troops, that had beꝗ 
put out of pay by Demetrius, revolted to Anticc| 
who in one Battle recovered the City of Antioch. The 
 Antiochus ſending Letters to Jonathan, compliments hi 
with the Title of Friend and Ally, confirms him in t 
Prieſthood and the four Governments which had bee 
formerly granted to him, with many other Privileges. B. 
ſides, he appointed Simon, Jonathan's Brother, Governo 
of the Coaſt from the City of Tyre to the Frontiers 
Egypt. Fonathan not a little pleas'd with theſe Pr 
ceedings, ſends Meſſengers back to Antiochus and 7 
phon, aſſuring them of his Friendſhip, and that he wou 
readily join them againſt Demetrius as the Comm 
Enemy. 

Jonathan ſoon let Antiochus ſee how uſeful his Intere 
was to any Prince that confederated with him; for h. 
ving obtain'd Leave of Antiochus he went thro' Syria a 
Phenicia liſting Soldiers. When he came to Aſcalon t 
People met him with great Preſents; whom he 1nvited 
as he had done the other Cities of Czlo-Syria, to rell 
quiſh Demetrius, and join Antiochus. From thence 
went to Gaza, where he met with different Succels; f 
contrary to his Expectation they ſhut their Gates again 
him, declaring for Demetrius. Upon this Jonathan lat 
Siege to the Place, which the more eaſily to oblige 
yield, with a Detachment he ravages the W 
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wns with Fire and Sword. The People of Gaza ſee- 
the preſent Calamity, and by reaſon of the Diſtance 
pairing of preſent Relief from Demetrius, ſubmit to 
nathan ; who taking Hoſtages from them for the Per- 
mance of the Conditions ſent them to F-ruſalem ; 
xd marching on he took in the Country as far as Da- 
c At this Time Simon took the City of Bethſura. 
Imetrius hoping to put a Stop to the growing Great- 
s of Fonathan ſent an Army into Fadea, which Jo- 
than ingag d: Thoſe that fled at firſt facing about rou- 
| the Enemy, and return'd victorious to Feruſalem. 
hen he renewed the Alliance with the Romans and La- 
kmonians ; and being informed that Demetrius's Gene- 
were return'd againſt him with a greater Army than 
e former, he met him in the Country of the Ama- 
en; but the Enemy in a great Conſternation retir'd by 
ight, and Jonathan made Excurſions into the Country 
the Arabs; after which his Brother Simon poſſeſs d 
mſelf of Joppe, and Jonathan repair'd the Wall of Je- 
alem, and built a Fortreſs, 
Tryphon, who had no other Aim than his own Intereſt 
getting young Antiochus into his Hands, having long 
ited for an Opportunity, found it impracticable to put 
wicked Deſings in Execution till now. For Deme- 
w being very much weaken d in Syria, and his Affairs 
a late Defeat in Parthia going on very ill in other 
ts, Tryphon thinks this the lucky Juncture to declare 
ſelf ; but again he conſider'd, that ſo long as Jona- 
n continued in the young King's Intereſt, it would be 
no purpoſe to declare himſelf, Wherefore Tryphou 
mair'd to Bethſan, (which the Greeks call S:3thopolis) 
dere Jonathan met him with an Army of forty thou- 
nd Men. Tryphon, finding him fo well prepared, ſaw 
ere was no attacking him by Force, and therefore made 
E of this Stratagem : He tells him, that now Demetrius 
reduced to ſo low a Condition, that he was no longer 
le to give them any trouble, there was no longer Oc- 
Wn of keeping up an Army; adviſing him to dif- 
b his, and reſerving only three thouſand Men, to ſend 
| two 
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Demetrius granted his Requeſt; but on Condition that 
ſhould ſend him Succours. Jonathan ſends three thouſa 
Men to Antioch, who did Demetrius great Service; fort 
Aatiochians taking Arms, the Fews ſo well behaved the 
ſelves, and defended Demetrius, that he owed his Life WW" 
them on this Occaſion. But this Demetrius ſoon forgo 
for he broke his Promiſe with Fonathan, and threatne 
him with Military Execution, if he did not pay the Tr 
bute uſually paid by his Predeceſſors. This he had ce 
tainly done, had he not been prevented by 75 
againſt whom he was forced to march with the Army | 
had prepar'd to chaſtiſe Funathan, Tryphon returnin 
from Arabia with young Antiochus, ſet the Diadem o 
his Head ; upon which the Syrian Troops, that had bee 
put out of pay by Demetrius, revolted to Antiochu 
who in one Battle recovered the City of Antioch, The 
Antiochus ſending Letters to Jonathan, compliments hi: 
with the Title of Friend and Ally, confirms him in th 
Prieſthood and the four Governments which had bee 
formerly granted to him, with many other Privileges. Be 
ſides, he appointed Simon, Jonathan's Brother, Governa 
of the Coaſt from the City of Tyre to the Frontiers 
Egypt. Jonathan not a little pleas'd with theſe Pr 
ceedings, ſends Meſſengers back to Antiochus and Tr 
Phon, aſſuring them of his Friendſhip, and that he wou 
readily join them againſt Demetrius as the Commo 
Enemy. 

Jonathan ſoon let Antiochus ſee how uſeful his Intere 
was to any Prince that confederated with him; for h. 
ving obtain'd Leave of Antiochus he went thro” Syria an 
Phenicia liſting Soldiers. When he came to Aſcalon t 
People met him with great Preſents; whom he invite 
as he had done the other Cities of Celo-Syria, to relin 
quiſh Demetrius, and join Antiochus. From thence | 
went to Gaza, where he met with different Succeſs; fe 
contrary to his Expectation they ſhut their Gates again 
him, declaring for Demetrius. Upon this Jonathan la! 
Siege to the Place, which the more eaſily to oblige 


yield, with a Detachment he ravages the neighbour | 
ond 
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[owns with Fire and Sword. The People of Gaza ſee- 
g the preſent Calamity, and by reaſon of the Diſtance 
pairing of preſent Relief from Demetrius, ſubmit to 
nathan; who taking Hoſtages from them for the Per- 
mance of the Conditions ſent them to F-ruſalem ; 
id marching on he took in the Country as far as Da- 
cus. At this Time Simon took the City of Bethſura. 
metrius hoping to put a Stop to the growing Great- 
ſs of Jonathan ſent an Army into Fadea, which Jo- 
an ingag'd : Thoſe that fled at firſt facing about rou- 
d the Enemy, and return'd victorious to Feruſalem. 
ſhen he renewed the Alliance with the Romans and La- 
demonians ; and being informed that Demetrins's Gene- 
ls were return'd againſt him with a greater Army than 
ie former, he met him in the Country of the Ama- 
ites > but the Enemy in a great Conſternation retir'd by 
ight, and Jonathan made Excurſions into the Country 
the Arabs; after which his Brother Simon poſleſs'd 
mſelf of Joppe, and Jonathan repair'd the Wall of Je- 
alem, and built a Fortreſs. 
Tryphon, who had no other Aim than his own Intereſt 
getting young Antiochus into his Hands, having long 
ted for an Opportunity, found it impracticable to put 
wicked Deſings in Execution till now. For Deme- 
ive being very much weaken d in Syria, and his Affairs 
a late Defeat in Parthia going on very ill in other 
ts, Tryphon thinks this the lucky Juncture to declare 
nſelf ; but again he conſider d, that ſo long as Jona- 
a continued in the young King's Intereſt, it would be 
no purpoſe to declare himſelf. Wherefore Tryphou 
mir'd to Bethſan, (which the Greeks call S:ythopolis) 
dere Jonathan met him with an Army of forty thou- 
ud Men. Tryphon, finding him fo well prepared, ſaw 
ere was no attacking him by Force, and therefore made 
of this Stratagem : He tells him, that now Demetrius 
reduced to ſo low a Condition, that he was no longer 
de to give them any trouble, there was no longer Oc- 
Won of keeping up an Army; adviſing him to diſ- 
is his, and reſerving only three thouſand Men, to ſend 
| two 
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two of them to Galilee, and keeping che other thouſa: 1 2 
with him, to go and take Poſſeſſion of Prolemais, whidMe: 
he would deliver to him, and inveſt him with the ſol 
Command. Jonathan ſuſpecting no Treachery, does Wh; 
Tryphon advis d, and attended only with a thouſand Mein 
accompanies him to Ptolemais ; where they no ſoonQhe 
entred, but the Garriſon ſhut the Gates upon thenier 
ſeiz d Fonathan, and put his Men to the Sword. Try 
having thus treacherouſly over-reach'd Jonathan, diff 
patch d a Party of Foot and Horſe into Galilee, to put @ 
the Sword all that were of F.nathan's Party; not doubM 
ing of an eaſy Conqueſt, now they were without a GG 
neral. But he ſoon found himielf miſtaken ; for Sin 
Jonathan's Brother, was ſoon inveſted with that Conf 
mand, and prepared to receive them. Upon this Typ 
march'd with his Army into Fudea, taking Jonath4 
with him, and ſent to Simon for his Brother's two Sonf 
under pretence of releaſing Jonathan. Simon readili 
conſented, and to incline the Traitor the more, ſent 
hundred Talents with them. But Tryphon no ſooner h: 
them in his Power, but he put them and their Fath 
to Death; after which he return'd into his Countr 
where he murder d King Antiochus, and poſſeſs'd himſe on 
of the Kingdom. Simon having recover'd his Brother 
Body, erected a ſtately Monument of Marble at Mod: 
8 he incloſed the Bones of his Father and Bre 
thren. 
The Affairs of Judea began now to put on a moi e. 
peaceful Aſpect, than they had hitherto * for Sim 
having concluded an Alliance with Demetrius, intire 
deliver d his Nation from the Yoke of the Gentiles ; td 
in the firſt Year of his Pontificate and Command, 
took off the Tribute, which the People had hither! 
paid to the Macedonians ; and to perpetuate the Mem 
ry of theſe noble Acts of Simon, it was decreed, that: 
private Inſtruments and publick Records ſhould bear Di 
from ſuch a Year of Simon's Pontificate and Reign. Aft 
this he took the Cities of Gaza, Joppe and Famnia, I 
covered all the ſtrong Holds, and had the Citade! 
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ſat uſalem ſurrender'd upon Terms. Then wiſely conſi- 
'n\Wering how much the City of Jeruſalem had been in- 
1ofſted by the Citadel, he levelled it with the Ground, 
S at it might no longer be a Retreat for Sedition and 
, action. And to prevent its being rebuilt, he levelled 
one Hill on which it was ſituated, ſo that now no Emi- 
henfence appear d but that of the Temple only. 

= Simon having ſettled the Affairs of his Country in this 
:ippy Condition, Antiochus the Brother of Demetrius 
Wing reſtored to the Throne of Syria, confirm'd Simon 
the Sovereignty over all Judea; and he in Return ſent 
Win a Re-inforcement of Men to make War upon the 
Wlurper Tryphon, who ſhut himſelf up in Dora; but 
Iading he was not likely to hold that Place long, he fled 
$ 4pamia, where he met with worſe Fortune, for the 
own being taken by Storm, he was lain. 


che Benefits he had receiv'd, broke the Treaty of Al- 
ance he had made with Simon, requiring him to reſtore 
e, Gazara, and other Places, or elſe to pay him a 

touſand Talents of Silver. Simon refuſed theſe Condi- 


ntr ons; upon which Antiochus ſent an Army under the 
micommand of his Friend Cendebeus, to reduce Judea. Si- 
her n, tho? far advanced in Years, with a juvenile Courage 


epares to give them a warm Reception, and ſending his 
ns before with a good Body of Troops, takes a Com- 
is with the main Body of the Army, planting Ambuſ- 
ſides in all the Paſſes of the Country. Things thus re- 
arly diſpoſed anſwer'd his Expectation ; for as ſoon 
Judas and Hircanus, Simon's Sons, appear 'd, Cende- 
ws Army fled, and the Jews purſuing them, cut off a 
eat Number. 'TY 
After this Defeat, Simon renewed his Alliance with 
e Romans, and continued in Peace. But in the Eighth 
ar of his Reign, he was barbarouſly murder'd by the 
Irachery of his Son-in-Law Ptolemy, whom he had ap- 
Inted Governour of the Plains of Jericho» This Man, 
o was rich and ambitious, aſpiring to make himſe 

iter of the Country, laid hold of the Opportunity, 
Wl. 2.] T when 


Antiochus, who was naturally covetous, and forgetful . 
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when Simon and his Sons Mattathias and Fudas werd 
viſiting the Cities, and having invited them to an Enter$ 
tainment in a Fort which he had builr, he treacherouſl 
cauſed them to be murder d: And intending to makq; 
ſure Work at the ſame Time, he ſent Men to Gazara td 
kill John Hircanus, Simon's third Son, and attempted td 
gain the Army and City of Feruſalem by Corruption 
But Hircanus, having received the News of the Murdef 
of his Father and Brothers, was prepared to receive hif 
intended Murderers, and upon their Arrival at Gazar# 
had them diſpatch'd, and ſucceeded his Father Simon inf 
the Pontificate and general Command. F 

In the firſt Year of his Reign Antiochus Sidetes (wht 


J ww 
is alſo call'd Soter, and Antiochus the Good) King of uf 
Hria, invaded Judea with a powerful Army; and ravaY th 
ging the Country, forced Hircanus into Feruſalem i no 
where he cloſely beſieged him. Antiochus uſes all th In 


Force and Stratagem he was Maſter of to reduce th Ye 
Place, which he could not have done, if the beſiegeM his 
had not wanted Proviſions, which obliged Hircanus t ups 
treat with him, who granted the Jews the Liberty ol put 
living according to their own Laws and Religion, off bl 

Condition they ſhould lay down their Arms and reltorgf cep 
the Tribute of Foppe, and all the Cities without Judeꝗ ER 
and pay him beſides five hundred Talents; three hun Ha 
dred down, and Hoſtages for the Payment of the otheW his 
Two. This Treaty being concluded, Antiochus enter M mit 
Feruſalem, where Hircanus receiv'd him with great Pol bel, 
and Splendor, and afterwards ſent ſome Troops wit 198 
him to the Parthian War; where Antiochus being over tizo; 
come and ſlain by Arſaces King of Parthia, his Broth 
Demetrius, who had been long a Priſoner in Pa 
2 being ſet at Liberty, is advanced to the Throne 

ria. 

The Fews, who by Antiochus were become Tribut 
ries to the Kings of Syria, did not long continue ſo; fe 
upon the Death of Antiochus, Hircanus not only ſhoo 
off the Syrian Yoke, but carried the War into that Cout 

try, the Cities and Towns of which he knew _ 
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rery much unprovided of Garriſons, by the great 
Draughts of Men the Kings of Syria had made for their 


J foreign Expeditions. Nor was he miſtaken in his Con- 
A jecture, for he with eaſe ſubdued the Cities of Methaba 
I Samga, Sichem and Garizim, deſtroyed the Temple of 


the Samaritans, which Sanballat, by the Permiſſion of 


Alexander the Great, had built in favour of his Son in 


Law, Manaſſeh. He likewiſe took Ador and Mariſſa, 
Cities of Idumea, and obliged the People to be circum- 


a4 cis d or depart the Country: Which rather than do, they 
not only ſubmitted to be circumcis'd, bur entertain'd all 
other q 

with the Romans, with much greater Advantages than 

J uſually. He opened David's Tomb, took from thence 

I three thouſand Talents, and was the firſt native Gover- 


ewiſh Rites. After this, he renews the Alliance 


nour of the Fews that entertain'd Foreigners in his Pay. 


In fine, he govern'd the Fews in Peace nine and twenty 


Years, and left the High Prieſthood and Sovereignty to 


Inis Son Judas Ariſtobulus, who was the firſt that took 


upon him in a formal Manner, the Title of King, by 
putting a Diadem on his Head. He was a Prince of a 
bloody Diſpoſition, for he impriſon'd his Brethren, ex- 


Y cept Antigonus, for whom he ſeem'd to have a peculiar 


Eſteem and Affection, and aſſociated him in the Throne. 


llaving a Jealouſy that his Mother was a ſecret Rival of 


his Power, he confin'd her to Priſon, where ſhe was fa- 


niſh'd. At laſt he began to cool in his Affection to his 


beloved Brother and Favourite Antigonus, which was 
zgoravated very much by an unlucky Occaſion : For Au- 
onus returning in Triumph from the Wars, at a Time 
when the People were celebrating the Feaſt of Taberna- 
des, his Brother Ariſtobulus being then ſick, he went in- 
to the Temple ſplendidly dreſs'd and well attended, to 
ſacrifice for his Succeſs and the good Health of the King 
his Brother. Some, who lov'd to promote a miſunder- 
ſtanding between. the Brothers, from hence took Occa- 
ſion to acquaint the King with Antigonus's Cavalcade in 
the moſt aggravating Circumſtances, urging, That he did 
dot appear in the Condition of a private Man, but like 

2 one 
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one that affected a Crown. 'Tho' Ariſtobulus did not at ri 
firſt believe theſe Stories, yet, conſidering the Poſſibility az 
of them, to avoid Suſpicion, and conſult his own Safe« 
ty, he commanded his Guards to conceal themſelves in an 
obſcure Corner, and if his Brother paſs'd by without. 
Arms, to let him go quietly ; but if he came armed, Mhat 
then to kill him; ſending word privately at the ſame Time Mou 
to his Brother, not to come armed into his Preſence. On 05 
the other hand, the Queen, who had done all the ill 


had a Mind to ſee him armed. Antigonus ſuſpecting no To 
ill, was coming armed to the King, but at Straton's Mnf 
Tower he was murder'd, This and the other unnatural ut 
Murders of his Mother and Brethren, ſo affected his Magi 
Conſcience, that he died of Grief, having reign'd only MI 4 
one Lear. He added Iurea to his Dominions, and com-MWimi 
elled the People to ſubmit to Circumciſion, and other Wiz 
ewiſþ Rites. te 
Ariſtebulus being dead, his Wife Salome put the Scep-Whrie: 
ter into the Hands of his eldeſt Brother, Alexander Jan-Nnte, 
naas. This Prince was put by the Succeſſion, not for We he 
any Fault or Defe& in him, but becauſe his Father loved What 
his other two Brothers better. Being on the Throne, he Moy” 
began to caſt a watchful Eye about him; and finding one apo 
of his Brothers indeavouring to dethrone him, he dis- Net 
pach'd him out of the Way; but permitted the other, Whip 
who was contented with a private Life, to live quietly, ue 
and injoy his Favour. He marched with an Army to re-Mhlock 
duce Ptolemais, avd having driven the Enemy within Cour 
their Walls, he laid cloſe ſiege to the Place. This City bm. 
and Gaza, beſides the Tower of Straton, and the For- 
treſs of Dora, which Zoilus poſſeſs d, were the only 
Places on the Coaſt, which were not under his Domt- 
nion. They therefore, conſidering that if Prolemais were 
reduced, themſelves ſhould not be able long to oppole 
him, ſent to Ptolemy Lathurus, the baniſh'd King © 
Egypt, and then at Cyprus, to come and help them, a 
urin 
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it ſuring him, that upon his Arrival, Zoilus, the People of 
y Raza, Ptolemais, and Sidon would join him. Prolemy 
> iffed up with great Expectation from theſe Promiſes, 
n Frepares for Hria againſt the Opinion of his Friends, 
cho diſſuaded him from this Expedition, by urging, 
at his Enemies, particularly his Mother Cleopatra, 
Pould take all Advantages againſt him, and perhaps take 
Perus from him. But he was deaf to their Reaſons, 
Ind haſten'd to Syria ; where, notwithſtanding, on his 
AVay he heard of the taking Ptolemais, he continued his 
March with an Army of thirty thouſand Foot and Horſe. 
8 Fncamping near Prolemais, he ſent Meſſengers to the 
10 own, which were not admitted, nor could he get any 
sinſwer from thence. This gave him great Perplexity ; 
al ut Zoilus and the Gaxeans joining him, they fell to ra- 
is Wraging the Country. | 
ly Alexander returning home, began to caſt about with 
n-Miimſelf, how to gain his Point by Policy, which he could 
er ot by Force. Firſt, he privately invited Cleopatra to his 
htereſt, at the ſame Time openly profeſſing himſelf a 
friend to Ptolemy, whom he call'd Friend and Confede- 
ate, and promiſed him four hundred Talents of Silver, 
he would deliver up Zoilus, and add his Dominion to 
hat of the Fews. Prolemy, like an eaſy Prince, ſwal- 
by'd the Bait, and ſeized Zoilus ; but finding himſelf 
mpos'd on by Alexander, and diſcovering the Intrigue 
xtween him and his Mother Cleopatra, he broke Friend- 
hip with him, and marched with his Army to beſiege 
Pulemais, The Place holding out againſt him, he 
lock d it up; and with Part of his Army ravaged the 
Country. Upon this, Alexander with an Army of fifty 
lome fly eig ty) thouſand Men, march'd to oppoſe him; 
ut before he could come near him, Ptolemy taking the 
Advantage of the Sabbath, ſurprized Axochim, a Town 
Galilee, and carried off ten thouſand Priſoners, beſides 
duch Plunder. Then going on to meet Alexander, the 
mo Armies ingag'd near the River Jordan, where Alex- 
ader's Army was routed, _ HE —_ — on 
te Spot. Ptol de no uſe of this Victory, but to 
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ſhew his Cruelty, which he expreſs'd in that barbarous MW! 
Inſtance of mailacring the Women and Children, and 
cauſing their Fleſh to be boil'd in Cauldrons, to make] 
the Jeus believe that his Army lived on humane Fleſh, 1 
This he did to ſtrike the greater Terror into his Ene- 
mies. 4 

His Mother Cleopatra thought it Time to check her 
Son's growing Greatneſs, therefore ſetting out from Egypt 
with a powerful Naval and Land Force, ſhe landed in 
Phenicia, was well received by the Inhabitants, and laid 
Siege to Ptolemais, In the mean Time Ptotemy belie- 
ving it would be eaſy for him to recover Egypt in the 
Abſence of his Mother and her Army, left Syria to re- 
pair thither; but not ſucceeding, he was obliged to 
paſs the Winter at Gaza. : 
Cleopatra having taking Ptolemais, Alexander Fanaus} 
met her there with great Preſents, and was honourably 
receiv'd by her, as a diſtreſſed Prince that fled to her for} 
— Alexander being thus in Cleopatra's Power, it! 
was debated, whether it would not be more expedient toi r 
ſeize his Dominions, than to permit ſo dangerous and weal-W'tan 
thy a Neighbour to injoy them. The generous Ananias,W ob! 
Commander of Cleopatra's Forces, oppoſed this inhoſpi- ed, 
table Propoſal, declaring it a ſcandalous and diſhonoura-W 1 
ble Act, to abuſe a Prince and Kinſman of the Queen's, De 
who fled to her for Protection. In fine, Cleopatra gene- ger 
rouſly concluded an Alliance with Alexander ; after tha 
which, he took Gaza and other Places; but forgetting bac 
his own late Diſtreſs, he uſed the Inhabitants with great Je 
Cruelty, generally putting them to the Sword. His wa 
Cruelty likewiſe extended to his own Countrymen, who the 
during his Abſence had occaſioned great Mutinies WM «x 
theſe he put to Death, to the Number . fifty thouſand i no 


which ſo exaſperated the reſt, that they called in Dem bea 
trius Euceres, King of Damaſcus, to their Aſſiſtance, WW vit 
who cut in Pieces all Alexander's Soldiers that were tle 
Strangers, os 

Alexander thus deprived of his Mercenaries, was forc di 


to fly to the Mountains, where ſix thouſand Jews, pity- to 
ing 
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Ig his Misfortune, join'd him. With this Reinforcement 
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Frith the moſt horrid Scene of Cruelty that ever was acted 
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e retrieved his Affairs, ſubdued the Rebels, and return- 
d to Jeruſalem ; where he glutted his revengeful Eyes 


y Man : For regaling himſelf at a Banquet in a = 


gh Part of the Palace, where there was an open Prof- 


ect every Way, he order'd eight hundred Men that 
ud been his Enemies to be fixed to Crofles, and their 
Wives and Children to be maſſacred before their Faces. 
This abominable Cruelty procured him the Name of 
Alexander Thracides, The reſt of the Rebels, to the 
Number of eight thouſand, fearing the ſame Fate, b 

Night withdrew from Jeruſalem, and during Alexander's 


Reign lived in Exile. 


The Civil Wars thus over, Alexander attack d his 


Neighbours, took ſeveral Towns, and very much in- 
arg d his Dominions. Then returning from this Expedi- 
ton, which took up about three Years, he was well re- 


eiv'd by his People; but injoy'd not that Felicity long, 
for falling ſick of a Debauch, he labour'd under a Quar- 
an Ague three Years; which, however, did not much 
obſtruct his military Undertakings. At laſt quite exhauſt- 
ed, he was forced to ſubmit to Fate at the Siege of Ra- 
14a, on the other Side the Jordan. A little before his 
Death, he order'd his Wife Alexandra, whom he left Re- 
gent, to conceal his Death for ſome Time from the Army, 
that it might not hinder the Siege; and that when ſhe 
had taken the Place, ſhe ſhould rerurn in Triumph to 
Jeruſalem : Where the chief Thing he adviſed her to, 
was to court the Phariſees, a very powerful Set among 
the Jeus, and who could by their Intereſt advance or 
depreſs whom they pleaſed. Then adviſing her to ſum- 
non the chief of the People, and bid her ſhew them his 
lead Body, and offer it to them to do what they pleaſed 
ith it, either out of Honour or Revenge; and to aſſure 
them ſhe would do nothing in the Adminiſtration with- 
out their Advice and Conlent. a 
Alexandra, after the Reduction of Ragaba, return d 


to Jeruſalem and punctually obſerved the Dire&ions of 
T 4 her 


1 
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her dying Husband, which ſucceeded to her Wiſh ; ſoß 1 


all pitied the Widow-Queen, and deplored the Loſs ofke 
their King, whoſe Funeral they honour'd with more thay 
uſual Pomp and Solemnity, Id 
Alexander left behind him two Sons, Hircanus an ea 
Ariſtobulus ; but his Wife Alexandra procured to hawHear 
herielf declar'd Queen, made Hircanus High-Prieft, anꝗ Alea 
left Ariſtobulus to lead a private Life. The Name of this | 
Government was indeed invelted in the Queen Regent 
but the Adminiſtration intirely in the Power of the Pha 
Tiſees, who lorded it with great Inſolence over thoſe a 
gainſt whom they had any Spight ; till at laſt they bega 
to draw Blood; which rouzed the active Genius of A4ri 
ſtobulus, who being back'd by ſeveral of Condition and 
Figure among the Jews, complained publickly of thi 
Abuſes of Government, and threatned to call the Phari 
ſees to account. - But notwithſtanding theſe Clamours 
the Queen perſiſted in her Confidence of the Phariſees 
putting into their Hands all the Places of Scrength in he 
minions, except the ſtrong Caſtles of Hircania, Alex 
andrion, and Macheruns, where ſhe had ſecured he 
greateſt Treaſure. 
About this Time, News was brought, that Tigrane:Werno 
King of Armenia, had invaded Syria with an Army 0 
five hundred thouſand Men, and that he would ſoon bY 
in Judea. This put the Queen and all the Jews into 
terrible Fright; Therefore they immediately diſpatch 
away Ambaſſadors with Preſents of great Value to cour ud 
his Friendſhip, and divert his Deſign of attacking them 
They found Triganes laying cloſe Siege to Ptolemai 
where he received them kindly, commended their For 
wardneſs in applying to him, and aſſured them of hi 
ood Inclinations. Ptolemais being taken, Trgranes | 
—_— that Lucullus, the Roman General, in his Per 
fuit of Mithridates, was fallen into Armenia, putting tha 
Country under military Execution, Upon this, Tigrane 
was forced to return to cover his own. Country, whici 
removed the fear the Jews had conceived of an Invafior 


from that Quarter. 
V Toward 


1 


* 
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off Toward the end of this Queen's Reign, Ariſtobulus 
of@ikes the Advantage of her Sickneſs, and his Brother Hir- 
alf Iss Unfitneſs to govern, ſeizes ſeveral ſtrong Holds, 
Ind prepares to have himſelf declared King after her 
Death; which ſoon after this happened, in the ninth 
TC ear of her Reign, and the ſeventy third of her Age. 
„ex andra being dead, Ariſtobulus declared War againſt 
his Brother Hircanus, and in the Plains of Jericho they 
neWrepared to ingage; when Hircanus's Soldiers revolting 
Ariſtobulus, Hircanus betook himſelf to a Caſtle for 
ifery. Upon this they came to a Treaty, and it was 
reed, that Ariſtobulus ſhould be King, and Hircanus 
fer d to live quietly in the Injoyment of his own 
rate Fortune. This Treaty was confirm'd by pub- 
Wick Sanction and mutual Imbraces between the two 
rothers, in a great Concourſe of People in the Temple. 
Tho' Hircanus was of a quiet Diſpoſition, and affect- 
a retired Life; yet there were not wanting thoſe 
{ a more turbulent Spirit to rouze his ſlothful Genius, 
th Hopes of recovering his Right. Amongſt theſe, 
Intipater was the moſt forward; he was naturally very 
ious, and an Enemy to Ariſtobulus, and being Go- 
nour of Idumea, was very powerful and wealthy, by 
ich Means he had the Arabs, Gazeans, and Aſcolo- 
„always at his Devotion. He perſuaded Hircauus to 
to Aretas, King of Arabia, and deſire Succours of 
m; which he obtain'd upon Promiſe, that Hircanus 
Would reſtore to him the Towns which Alexander his 
ther had taken. This was agreed, and Hircanus, re- 
ning with thoſe Auxiliaries, is ſoon reinforced by the 
ms, who came to join him. Ariſtobulus ſeeing him- 
{ orermatch'd- durſt not venture a Battle, but retired 
| Jeruſalem ; whither Hircanus follows and beſieges 
m: But Scaurus, Pompey's Lieutenant in Syria, being 
in d to Ariſtobulus's Intereſt, commanded King Aretas 
draw off, on Pain of being declared an Enemy to the 
ple of Rome. The King durſt not diſobey, but rais'd 
one Siege; which Ariſtobulus perceiving, fell _ his 
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Rear in the Retreat, and cut off- about ſeven thouſand 
of his Men, | 
Not long after, Pompey came into Syria, and took uy 
his Reſidence at Damaſcus, where he was attended b 
Ambaſſadors from Syria, Egypt and Judea, all loaded 
with Preſents of prodigious Value. Nor were HircanS 
and Ariſtobulus wanting in this Part, each of them ſend4 
ing his __ Antipater appearing for the firſt, ane 
Nicodemus for the latter. Pompey gave them a patienf 
Hearing, who declared againſt the Government of Kings 
it being the native Cuſtom and Right of the Jeus to be 
under no other Adminiſtration, but that of the Prieſts off 
their God. Hircanus complain'd of the Injuſtice done 
him, who being the elder Brother, was deprived of the 
Prerogarive and Primogeniture by Ariſtobulus ; who had 
confin d him to a ſcanty Portion below the Dignity of his 
Birth, his Brother having uſurped the reſt; adding beg 
ſides, that he was a dangerous Enemy to the neigh4 
bouring Nations, whom he frequently infeſted with Ing 
curſions and Plunderings, entertaining Pirates in his Ser 
vice at Sea, and if Care was not taken, might in Time 
cauſe a Revolt of the Nation. All theſe Articles werd 
atteſted by a thouſand Jews, whom Antipater had fot 
that Purpoſe prepared. Axiſtobulus, in defence of him- 
ſelf, urged, That his Brother was put by the Govern 
ment for his Ineptitude to reign, by which he grew fo 
contemptible among the People that himſelf was forced 
to take the Adminiſtration upon him, to preſerve the 
Right in their Family. This he atteſted by a parcel ol 
Rakes and Fops. Pompey having heard both Sides, re 
ferred the Determination of the Controverſy till his co- 
ming into Judea, ordering them in the mean Time to live 

quietly. 

Ariftobulus, perceiving that Pompey did not appron: 
of his violent Proceedings, haſten*d back to Judea, an 
ſhut himſelf up in the ſtrong Fortreſs of Alexandri : 
At which Pompey was ſo offended, that taking the Amy 
which he intended againſt the Nabatheans, and — 

2 aux ii 
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miliary Troops of Syria, he marched againſt Ariſtobu- 
S. Pompey ſends to Ariſtobulus to appear before him; 

nich he unwillingly did, but was perſuaded by his 
nends, to have a Care how he made the Romans his 
emies. Upon his Submiſſion he was received, and 
Winpey ſet a Guard over him; but ſending Gabinius 


end Jeruſalem to receive the Money which Ariſtobulus 
and omi ſed, the Jews of Ariftobulus's Faction ſhut the 
tien hates againſt him, tho' their Chief was in Pompey's Cu- 
ings dy. This Obſtinacy ſo ſtomached Pompey, that dou- 
o bling the Guard over Ariſtobulus, he went in Perſon to 
ts oſenſalem; where there was a great Diviſion among the 


nhabitants, who were very irreſolute what meaſures to 
Mike ; ſome being of Opinion to deliver up the City to 
 hadWinpey : But Ariftubulus's Faction were for ſhutting him 
F hiWut, and preparing for War, becauſe he kept their Chief 
beWiriſoner. This Party prevail'd, and ſeiz d the Temple, 

1gh-MWatting down the Bridge that led to the City. The reſt 
In- amitted Pompey's Army, and deliver'd up the City to 
Ser im; upon which he prepar'd to beſiege the Temple. 
[ime The Faction made an obſtinate Defence fer three Months, 
weren the End of which the Romans enter d the Temple. 
fon During the Siege and the taking the Temple, twelve 

im thouſand Jeus were ſlain. Pompey enter d the Temple 
with ſeveral Perſons, who ſaw the inner Part of the San- 
tuary, which were forbidden by the Law to all but the 
Prieſtss Pompey was ſo well pleaſed with the Beauty and 
unCtity of the Place, that he offered no profane Vio- 
ence to the Table, Candleſtick, Veſſels, or ſacred Trea- 
ſure, which were valued at about two thouſand Talents. 
The next Day he order'd the Temple to be cleanſed, 
and offered Sacrifice. Then he reſtored the High Prieſt- 
hood and Sovereignty to Hircanus ; but forbid him to 
uke upon him the Title of King. After this, he made 
the Jews tributary to Rome, taking from them all their 
Conqueſts, and putting them under proper Governours, 
te left the Government of Syria to Scaurus, and carried 
way with him to Rome, Ariſtobulus with his two Sons 
ad two Daughters. Alexander, one of the Sons, —.— 
cans 
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Means to eſcape by the Way; the other, called Ant 
nus, was carried to Rome, with his Fathers and Siſter 
Thus the Diſſention between the two Brothers, Hirc 
nus and Ariſtcbulus, was the Cauſe of the Fews Loſs « 
Sovereignty and Liberty, which the Romans never befo 
of themſelves attempted : And beſides the Loſs of th 
Towns they had conquered in Syria, the Romans in 
—_ Time exacted from them above ten thouſand J. 
ents. 

Alexander, who had made his Eſcape from Pompe 
after three Years returned into Judea, gathered Force 
and poſleſs'd himſelf of ſeveral Places: but Gabiniu 
who ſucceeded Scaurus in the Government of Syria, cd 
ming into Judea, purſued him. Upon which, Alexand 
retreat ing towards Jeruſalem in Hopes of ſome Succouhy 
from thence, Gabinius ingag'd him, and flew abe 
thirty thcuſand of his Men, taking as many Priſoner 
Alexander thus routed, fled into the Caſtle of Alexa 
drion, whither Gabinius purſued and beſieged him 
who ſeeing no Hopes of Succour, ſurrendered, togethe 
with the other ſtrong Fortreſſes, Hircania and Macha 
runs; all which Gabinius demoliſh'd. Gabinius retur 
to Jeruſalem, takes Hircanus with him, and committel 
the Care of the Temple to him, confirming him 1ikewii 
in the Prieſthood ; but for the Civil Government, he p 
It into the Hands of Magiſtrates of his own chooſing 
and having divided the Province into five Parts, he ap 
pointed a Court of Juſtice over each of them. 

By this Time Ariſtobulus had been five Years a Pr 
ſoner at Rome; from whence, with his Son Antigonus, 
made his Eſcape, and returned into Judea; where, Tal 
ſing Forces, he would have fortified the Caſtle of AF: 
andriun, but Gabinius prevented him. Afterwards 
attempted the ſame at Macheruns, pretending to cove 
them with eight thouſand Men ; but the Romans folloy 
ing them, at the firſt Charge broke and routed then 
and kill'd above five thouſand. Ariftobulus with about 
thouſand Men, threw himſelf into Macheruns, which 
fortified as well as the Time and his Condition wou! 


permit 
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mit; but could not hold out above two Days; for 
ng very much wounded in the laſt Storming of the 
ice, he, with his Son Antigonus, was taken Priſoner, 
both of them were ſent Priſoners again to Rome; 
ere, by Order of the Senate, the Father was kept in 

ſon, and his Children ſent back to Judea. 
Alexander made ſome Efforts towards recovering of the 
ereignty, and got together an Army of thirty thouſand 
vs, with which he attak'd Gabinius, but was routed : 
that Hircanus, who was {till continued in the High 
efthood, had only the Title of Prince, without the 
thority, the Romans being Sovereigns, and Antipater 
ing the greateſt Share in the Government. And now 
a thus become a Prey to the Avarice of the Roman 
rernours, every General, whoſe Commiſſion led him 
t way, plunder d the poor Jeus of what he could 
ie at. Among theſe, the inſatiate M. Craſſus march- 
againſt the Parthians, came into Judea, and extort- 
two thouſand Talents; which Eleazer, who was 
aſurer of the Temple, ſeeing, to preſerve the ſacred 
naments from his rapacious Claws, made him a Preſent 
a Golden Obelisk, that weighed three hundred 
nds, obliging him upon Oath, not to remove any 
ing elſe from thence. But Craſſus violating his Oath, 
all the Gold he could find. After his Death, Caſſius 
upon Judea, took Tarichea, and carried away near 

ty thouſand Fews. 
Ihe Roman Affairs falling into Diſtraction by the Diffe- 
te between Cæſar and Pompey, Cæſar ſetting Ariſtobu- 
it Liberty, ſent him with two Legions into Judea, to 
upon one of Pompey's there; but Pompey's Faction 
ur'dhim to be poi ſon d. His Body was by the Order 
leſar preſerv'd, till M. Antony cauſed it to be carried 
Judea, where it was honourably interr'd in the Royal 
ulchre. Soon after, Scipio by Order from Pompey 
led his Son Alexander's Head to be ſtruck off at An- 
for his former Rebellion againſt the Romans. 

Jar returning victorious from Egypt made ſome ſtay 
mia, where Antigouns, Ariſtobulus's ſecond Son, So 
im, 
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him, and complain'd of the hard Fate of his Father aff 
Brother, charging Hircanus and Antipater with havin 


poſleſs'd themſelves of the Government by Force. BY 
Antipater ſo well pleaded his own Cauſe, that Cæſar, i 


ſtead of reſtoring Antigonus, continued Hircanus High 


Prieſt, and gave Antipater the Government of Judd 


When Cæſar was gone, Antipater by his Prudence aff 


peaſed all the Troubles in Judea. This Antipater he 


two Sons, Phaſael and Herod ; to the firſt he gave the GE 


vernment of the Country about Jeruſalem, and to ti 


ſecond that of Galilee. Phaſael behaved himſelf in h 
Adminiſtration with great Lenity ; but Herod's boiſtero 
and tyrannical Carriage made him very od ious to tl 
Jews. Antipater their Father being willing to keep in wit 
the Romans, that he might the longer continue in his G( 
vernment of Judea, made Hircanus a very uſeful Inſtri 
ment in the ſupport of his Power; for taking advanta 
of his Eaſineſs, he perſuaded him to disburſe the public 
Treaſure to the Roman Generals. But this growing Gres 
neſs of Antipater and his Sons ſoon became offenſive 
the Jews ; the chief of which openly complain'd to H 
canus of ſeveral Violences and Exorbitances committt 
by them, particularly of the Cruelty of Herod to E 
kiah and his Companions, whom Herod had cauſed to 
ſlay'd, for making an Incurſion into Syria ; threaten! 
Hireanus at the ſame Time, if he did not Juſtice upon I 
rod. Antipater hearipg this, adviſed his Son Herod to a 
pear at Jeruſalem to make his Defence, but caution d hi 
to come with a good Guard. But that which was Her 
preateſt Security was the Friendſhip of Sextus Ceſar t 
Preſident of Syria, who wrote to Hircanus to be tend 
of Herod, and threaten'd him if he did otherwiſe. Hin 
accordingly appear'd guarded before Hircanus, which 
terrified his Accuſers, that none of them durſt make go 
their Charge. But Sameas, one of the Council, a M 
of great Juſtice and Integrity, with much Aſſurance ® 
Preſence of Mind complain'd, that he never ſaw a Ci 
nal appear in a Court of Juſtice ſo attended; who c 


more like an Invader, than one to take a Tryal * þ | 


. 
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? an * . 
Wreach of Juſtice. ** But, ſays he, this is not ſo much 
avid to be imputed to his Inſolence, as to your Connivance, 


B& which incourages it. Yet know, continued Sameas, 
„, i chat this Perſon, whom you skreen from the Juſtice of 
High the Laws, will one Day be a Scourge to you all.” Nor 
Jud Jas he a falſe Prophet in this; for when Herod obtained 
e alle Kingdom, he was revenged on them, particularly on 


Wiſe that were his Judges. 

Herod being thus diſmiſſed, Hircanus privately adviſed 
im to make the beſt of his Way to Syria, aſſuring him, 
hat the Council was reſolved the next Day to condemn 
lim. Herod takes the Hint, and flies to Damaſcus, 
o tHArbere diſpoſing his Affairs in the ſecureſt Poſture he 
wit duld, he declared to Sextus Cæſar, that he would not 
5 G@vpear before the Council if he were ſummon'd again. 
nr Krad thus eſcaped, the Council bitterly exclaim againſt 
ntaYfr:anus's Remiſſneſs, charge him with Partiality, and 

dure him that the Conſequence of this Neglect would 
all heavy upon him one Day. Hircanus had Reaſon to 
ſelieve them, but being of an eaſy ſlothful Diſpoſition, 
te did not regard them. 

Whilſt Herod was in Syria, he by Bribes prevail'd with 
xtus Czſar to confer upon him the Government of Cæ- 
Aria; which having obtain'd, he rais'd an Army, and 
repar d to march againſt Jeruſalem, to take Revenge 
won his Judges and thoſe that had accuſed him. But 
antipater and Phaſael meeting him indeavour'd to diſ- 
lade him, urging how ingrateful it would be to Hircanns, 
mo had skreen d him from Juſtice, and advis'd his 
Hape. Upon their Parſuaſions, Herod for this Time 
dropt his Reſentment. 5 

So long as Julius Cæſar liv'd, the Fews were held in 
great Honour and Eſteem by the Romans, who made 
many Decrees in Favour of them: But after his Death, 
le Roman Commonwealth falling into great Diſſentions, 
ad Civil War raging among the contending Parties, Caf- 
fu, having made himſelf Maſter of Syria, exacted above 
even hundred Talents of Silver of the Fews, with which 
Attipater cauſed his Sons to furniſh him, and by * 

| Cans 
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Means kept himſelf in the Government of Fudea. Mal 
lichus was a great Inſtrument in this, though underhand 
an Enemy to Antipater; of which Caſſius was fo ſenſibigh | 
that he had diſpatch'd him, had not Hircanus by Antipaf 
p ſent a hundred Talents to pacify him. Inſtead of aca 

nowledging this Favour, the ingrateful Traytor Malichusp 
after Caſſius's Departure, made it his Buſineſs to betray 
Antipater, thinking by his Death to ſecure the Goyern® 
ment of Judea to Hircanus, whom he influenced as hg 
pleaſed. But Antipater having Knowledge of his 'Trea8 
chery, paſs'd the Jordan, and gathered a Party of Native 
and Arabians to defend himſelf : Which Malichus per$ 
ceiving, and that his Treaſon was blown, he confidently 
repair d to Antipater, and declared his Innocence, urging 
how impracticable it could be for him to have any Deſigi 
_ Antipater, whilſt his Son Phaſael was Governout 
of the Country about Jeruſalem, and Herod at the Head 
of an Army. By theſe fair Speeches Antipater is deluded 
into a Reconciliation ; which Antipater {till improv d, ta 
ingage the Traytor Malichus to his Intereſt : For Marcus 
the Preſident of Syria, underſtanding that Malichus under$ 
hand was deſigning Alterations and Diviſions in Judeag 
had put him to Death, but for good-natur'd Antipatery 
who interceded for him. This Credulity coſt Anti 
pater dear; for Caſſius and Marcus not only confirm > 
Herod in the Government of Celo-Syria, with a great Ad- 
dition of Land and Naval Force, but promiſed him thg 
Kingdom of Judea, when the War between them ang 
Antony was over. Malichus from hence dreading Anti 
pater s Greatneſs, which by the Promotion of his Son 
would be very much advanced, reſolved to take him off; 
therefore corrupting Hircanus's Butler, he cauſed him to 
be poiſon'd at an Entertainment in Hircanus's Palace 
Phaſael and Herod had for ſome Time ſuſpected Malichus $ 
Deſigns on their Father; but when they heard of his 
Death, they concluded Malichus the Author of it. H 
rod was for immediately revenging it; but Phaſael, tor 
fear of a Civil War, thought it more expedient to ſuppreſi 
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cu 


Mi and therefore accepting Malichuss Satisfaction, he ſeemed 


to be reconcil'd. 
In the mean Time Affairs in Samaria being in great 


Diſorder, Herod having compoſed them, prepares with 
great Guard to go to the Feaſt at Jeruſalem. Mali- 
Bc, who was conſcious to himſelf of the Ill he had 
done, and dreading Herod's imperuous and revengeful 
Jpirit, perſwaded Hircanus not to ſuffer Herod to enter 
IJ the City in that Manner; which Hircauut did, ſendin 

o Herod not to prophane the Holy Ceremonies wit 

Ils Soldiers. But Herod deſpiſing this Admonition, en- 
ers the City by Night, which put Aalichus into a terri- 
De Fear. However, betaking himſelf to his old Arts of 
Diſſimulation he came to Herod, and with Tears in his 
Eyes deplor'd the Death of his dear Friend Autipater, as 


he call d him ; though at the ſame time he had provided 


himſelf of a good Guard. Herod finding he could not 
fairly come at him then, by Advice of his Friends conceals 
lis Revenge, and treats Malichus civilly : But having by 


Letters ſignified to Caſſus the Death of his Father, and 


J bis Suſpicion that Malichus was the Cauſe of it, Caſſius 
ho had long entertain'd a ſecret Grudge againſt Mali- 
chu, gave Leave to Herod to revenge it as he thought fit, 
Y giving Order to the Officers to ſtand by Herod, Mali- 
chan who knew he could be fGafe no where within the 
Reach of Herod, intended ta go to Tyre, where his Son 
JJ was kept as an Hoſtage. This City held out for Caſſius 
WI igainſt Antony, and Malichus thought, if he could poſſeſs 


himſelf of it, the Government would of Courſe fall to his 
Share. But before he could put this Project in Practice, 
E purſued him, and cauſed him to be ſtabb'd on the 
Shore, 

Caſſins having left Syria, a Tumult aroſe in Jude r 
oecaſion'd by a Revolt of ſome Fews at Feruſalem, Who, 
being headed by one whoſe Name was Felix, attack d 
Phaſael. Herod, who was then at Damaſcus with Fabius 
the Governour, impatiently prepares to ſuccour his Bro- 
ther, but is prevented by a Fit of Sickneſs. But Phaſael 
© well defended himſelf, that he drove Felix and his 


(Pol. 2.) V * 
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Party into a Tower, where he made them compound for | 


their Lives and Liberty. This Diſturbance was owing to 


Hircanus's Connivance and Neglect, for which Phaſael | 
chides him, and reproaches him with Ingratitude in fa- ! 
vouring his Enemies againſt him, who had heap'd ſo 
many Benefits on him. At this Time Malichus's Brother 


was poſleſs'd of ſeveral fortified Places, particularly of the 


ſtrong Caſtle of Maſſada: But as ſoon as Herod recover'd, 


he diſpoſſels'd him of them. 


Antigonus, the Son of Ariſtobulus, was not id'e all this 
Time. For having brib'd Fabius to his Intereſt, with the 
Aſſiſtance of his Father-in-Law and his Friends, he got 
together an Army, and attempted to poſſeſs himſelf of u- 
dea. But Herod march'd againſt him, routcd and expelld 
him. Upon which Herod returns in Triumph to Fera- | 


ſalem, where he is magnificently receiv'd by Hircanus and 


the People; bur eſpecially by Hircanus, whoſe Grand- 


daughter Mariamne he had married; though he had be- 
fore married Dore, by whom he had his eldeſt Son Ami- 


er. i 
After the Defeat of Caſſus at Philippi by Mar Antony © 


a 
 -& 
be 
E 


and Octavius Ceſar, Antony marching into Aſa, arriv'd in Ft 


Bithynia, where he receiv'd the Deputies of all thoſe Na- 
tions that had been of Caſſius's Faction, Amongſt theſe 
were thoſe of the Fews, who complain d to Antom of 
Phaſael and Herod ; that Hircanns indeed had the Name 
of Sovereign, but that thoſe two Brothers had aſſum'd the 
Power. But the Jews were miſtaken in their Hopes 
of Redreſs from Mar Antony, whom Herod had before | 
by great Preſents ſo ingaged in his Intereſt, that he 
would not ſo much as admit the Fews to confront He- | 
rod. But when Auron came to Epheſus, he readily en- 
tertain'd Ambaſſadors from Hircauus, who ſent him 2 
Crown of Gold, and pray'd him to give Liberty to | 
the Fews, whom Caſſius had made Slaves; which he 


ranted. 


Thoſe Fews who were Enemies to Herod did not deſiſt ; 
upon Antony s firſt Refuſal to hear them, but ſent a hun- 
dred of tlie moſt conſiderable among them to him at 


Daphne, l 


"I Government of Judea. This he confirme 
Iche Jes : and to oblige them to obey him, he detain'd 
J fifteen of the hundred as Hoſtages, whom he had put to 
Death, but for Herod's Interceſſion. However, the Fews 
continue their Importunity, and in moſt preſſing In- 

I ſtances, which they ſent by a thouſand of their beſt Men, 

Ideg Relief; but Antony is deaf to their Complaints, 
Ind reſolves to ſupport Herod, ſending a peremptory Or- 

der to the Magiſtrates to aſſiſt Herod 
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g Daphne, near Antioch; but to no purpoſe, for Hircanus 


ſupported the two Brothers: And this Impeachment, in- 


I ſtead of doing harm, e advantagious to them; for 


after Antony had heard all that they alledg'd, he conſti- 
tuted 22 and Herod Tetrarchs, and on them the 


by Letters to 


in the Recovery of 
his Government. Herod repairs to Jeruſalem, and meet- 


ing ſeveral of the Fews without the City, adviſed them to 
'F receive him, expoſtulating with them the Danger of diſ- 
J obeying him, and provoking the Roman General. But 


they deſpiſing both his Advice and Threats, without any 


AF nore to do, fell upon him and his Attendants, killing ſome 
und wounding others. Antony hearing of theſe Commo- 
ions was fo inraged, that he order d the fifteen Hoſtages 
Ft be put to Death, and threaten'd a ſevere Revenge a- 
F gainſt the reſt. 


Herod's Hopes thus blaſted in his Attempt to recover 


che Government, another Accident immediately fell out, 
vhich ſeem'd utterly to extinguiſh them. Autigonus upon 
lis Defeat by Herod fled to Parthia, where he was kindly 
Y iceiv'd and protected: and after he had eftabliſh'd an 
JF [atereſt among the! moſt conſiderable of them, he pro- 
nid them a thouſand Talents, and five hundred of the 
A fineſt Women, if they would inveſt him with the Govern- 
nent of Judea. The Parthians cloſed with him, and the 
ug ſent his Son Pacorus, and his General Barzapharnes 


vith a powerful Army to invade Judea. Dividing the 
Army, Pacorus march'd along the Coaſt, and Barzaphar- 
* through the Inland Country. Pacorus coming to 


Ihe, they refuſed him Entrance; but thoſe of Sidon and 
bumais admitted him. Pacorus having Auigonus with 


V 2 him, 
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him, the Fews that dwelt about Mount Carmel join'd © 
them, as did many others in their March, fo that their 
Army was vaſtly increaſed by that Time they came to Je- ©: 
ruſalem; where the Faction that hated Phaſael and Herod | 
declare for Antigonnus. Herod made ſome faint Efforts to 
keep the City, but is ſoon forced to fly. The Parthians © 
entring FJeruſalem ſeize Hircanus and Phaſael, and put 


them in Irons. And now Herod conſidering himſelf in a 


Country of Enemies, and ſeeing no Hopes of Safety but 
in a ſpeedy Flight, made the beſt of his Way to Rome, 


taking his Mother with him. In their haſty March the 
Chariot, in which his Morher was, was overſct, and ſhe 
in great Danger of being kill'd. Herod, affrighted partly 
at the Danger he ſaw his Mother in, and partly at the 
Approach of a purſuing Enemy, would have ſtab'd him. 
ſelf ; but his Friends interpoſing, beg'd of him to have Re- 
gard to his own Life, for his Mother's and their fake ; who 


muſt unavoidably fall into the Enemy's Hands, if he de- 


ſtroy d himſelf. Herod, at their Perſuaſion, reſumes his 


Reaſon, and applying what Remedies the Time would 


rmit to his Mother, comforts his Friends, and con- 


tinues his Fight to the Caſtle of Aaſſada. The Number 


of thoſe who accompanied him in his Flight was about 
nine thouſand; ſo that though he was frequently attack d 


in his March, he came off victorious. When he came to 
Reſſa, a Town of Idumea, his Brother Foſeph met him; 


where conſulting what Courſe to take, and conſidering 
that the Caſtle of Maſſada, whither they intended to fly, 


was not capable of receiving ſo great a Force as was with | 
them, they concluded it would be moſt expedient to ſe- 
parate. Accordingly furniſhing them with Proviſions, 8 
they parted in ſmall Bodies. Then diſpoſing of the Wo- 
men (who were eight hundred in all) and the beſt of 
their Baggage in the Caſtle of Maſſada, where there was 
Plenty of Water and Proviſions, Herod with his Party 


march'd to Arabia, 


Antigonus being thus poſſeſſed of 4, was very 
much concern'd at the Eſcape of the Women, whom he 
intended to have deliver'd to the Parthians, with the | 

Mo: 
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Money he promiſed them: But that which gave him the 
*] greatelt Uneaſineſs, was his Fear that rhe Parthians would 
1 reſtore Hircanus; to prevent which, he cauſed Hircanus $ 
I Ears to be cut off, to render him incapable of the High 
4 Prieſthood. Phaſael, no longer able to ſupport himlelf in 
his diſhonourable Circumſtances, put an End to his Life 
and Sufferings by a voluntary Death; for being in Chains, 
i he had not the Liberty of his Hands to diſpatch himſelf; 


* and therefore having no other Opportunity, he beat his 
© ©] Brains out againſt the Stone Wall. As for Hircans, he 
« continued Prifoner with the Parthians. 


Herod being arrived on the Borders of Arabia, not in 
the leaſt doubting of Succour from Malchus the King 
I thereof, whom he had formerly very much obliged, ſent 

to him to acqueint him with his Condition, requeiting a 
I Supply c Men and Money; offering his Brother Phaſae!'s 
on (for he had not as yet heard of Phaſael's Death) for 
a Hoſtage, till he paid hum. Malchus fearing to diſoblige 


tte Parthians, who were near Neighbours to him, dil- 
> patched Meſſengers to Herod to forbid him entering his 
a ed 8 n | 

I Dominions. Herod was very much perplex'd at this Treat- 
ment, but could not help himſelf; there ſore going thence 
er ge went to Egypt, where he was kindly receiv'd and en- 
4 terrain'd by Cleopatra. Aſterwards with much Difficulty 
and Danger in paſſing the Seas he landed at Brunduſium 
to in Italy, from whence he went directly to Rome; where 


be acquainted Autom with all that had happen'd in Ju- 
"SY 4a, and with what Difficulty he had made his Elcape 
„from thence, Antony was touch'd with Herod's Misfor- 
tunes; and conſidering the Uncertainty of wor'dly Affairs, 
which from the happieſt Cond.tzon are often reduced to 
J the moſt miſerable; and regarding the former Friendſhip 
„ JJ ith his Father, and the Uſefulneſs of Herod's active Spi- 
Int, (at the ſame Time not forgetting the many Preſents he 
„had made him to procure bis Favour) not only vigo- 
Y bduſly proſecuted his Cauſe, but ingag'd Oclavius Ceſar 
in his Intereſt ; who, partly for his Father Aut pater's 
4 Sake, and partly to oblige Antony, who he knew was 
be! fond of Herod, reſoly d to forward his Affairs all he could. 
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ment of Judea from the Parthians. 

Whilſt Things went on thus ſucceſsfully on Herod's 
Side at Rome, his Family, who were block d up in the 
Caſtle of Maſſada under the Care of Joſeph, Herod's 


Brother, were hardly preſs'd by Antigonus; for being in 
great Want of Water, they were juſt upon the Point of 
ſurrendring, Foſeph intending with about two hundred of 
his neareſt Relations and Friends to eſcape to Malchns | 
King of Arabia, who had repented of his late Neglect and 
Unkindneſs to Herod. But Providence prevented that 
Delign ; for a great Shower of Rain falling by Night, all 
their Ciſterns were fill'd with Water, and they had no 
Occaſion for Flight. The Beſieg'd upon this took Cou- 
rage; and the Place being naturally ſtrong, and well for- 
tified by Art, they took their Opportunity of falling on 
Antigonus's Soldiers, ſometimes by open Sallies, other Times 


by Surprize, that they cut off many of them. 


In the mean time Ventidius, Antony's Lieutenant, being 
by Order of the Senate ſent to drive the Parthians out 
of Syria, having done that, enter d Judea, under Pre- 
tence of ſuccouring Foſeph 3; but his real Deſign was to 


extort Money from Antigonus; after which he left Judea. 


Herod returning from Jtaly to Ptolemais ſoon got toge- 
ther a conſiderable Army, conſiſting of Foreigners, as well 


as Jews; and to let Herod ſee that Antony was in earneſt, 
Gellius was ſent with Orders to Yentidins and Silo, who 
commanded a Party in Judea, to aſſiſt Herod in the Reco- 
very of his Kin dam. As for Ventidius, though he was 


ſent to drive the Parthians out of Syria, and to reduce | 
the Country to their Obedience to Nome, he afterwards 
imploy'd his Forces in plundering ; and Judea being Silo 5 
Province, by frequent Bribes he inclin d to favour Arrtigr- 
nus. But neither of them daring to diſobey theſe Orders 
of Amony, they join d Herod ; by which Means Herod 

EE | | once 


4 1 


Theſe calling a Senate ſpoke largely in behalf of Herod, © 
ſetting our his Services to the Roman Commonwealth in 
the moſt ingaging Circumſtances ; inſomuch that the Se- 
nate declared Herod King, and Antigonus an Enemy to | 
the People of Rome, for having accepted the Govern- 
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„once more ſaw himſelf in a Condition of taking a plenary 
a ©] Revenge on all his Enemies. Moſt of the Galileans 
I join'd him in his March: and Foppa lying between him 
o and Maſada, where his Relations were ſhut up, he 
thought it expedient to take in that Place, leaſt the Ene- 
my ſhould from thence attack him. He ſoon made him- 
s {lf Maſter of it, fer his Friends ar Liberty that were in 
ie If Aaſſada, and taking the Caltle of Reſſa march:d. directly 
's to Feruſalem; where he encamp'd on the Weſt- ſide of the 
n City. Auigonus had provided the Place with all warlike 
Munition, and a good Garriſon, which with Darts and 
Stones from the Walls, and fly ing Parties frequently making 
1s 4 Excurſions, very much infeſted Herod's Army. Herod, 
d hoping to make caſy Work of it, ſent a Herald about the 
at [Walls to proclaim Indemnity to all that would ſubmit. 
Il Atizonns, from the Wall directing his Specch to <ilo and 
o the Romans, argued the Injuſtice they did him in tranſ- 
u- ferring the Crown from him, who was of Royal Deſcent, 
r- to a Plebeian and Half- Pe, as Herod was; adding, that 
n if they were ſo offended with him for receiving the K.nge 
es dom from the Parthians, that they would remove him; 

yet there were many of the Royal Race left who had no 
1g © way offended the Romans. After theſe Reproaches on 
both Sides, they came to Acts of Hoſtility, and Autigonuss 
Men behaved themſclves ſo bravely, that they ſoon drove 
the Enemy from the Walls. 

Silo having been corrupted by Aatigonus did under- 
hand do him all the Service he could; particularly in im- 
ploying ſome of his own Creatures, in whom he could 
confide, to demand more commodious Quarters, and bet- 
ter Pay, and complain that they wanted Forage and Pro- 
J viſions, which Antigonus had deſtroy'd in all the Country 
tchereabout. This nettled Herod, who, fearing that the 
J komans would deſert him, told Silo, he ought to conſider, 
that he was not only ſent by Ceſar and Antom, but by 
the whole Senate ; and to remove any Cauſe of Complaint 
among the Soldiers, he would take immediate Care, that 
they ſhould be plentifully ſupplied with all things neceſ- 
ary. Antigonus had notice of all that paſs d, and with 


V 4 flying 


* 1 
* * 
” 


| Ne * . 
296 ompleat Hiſtory Book VII E 
flying Parties and Ambuſcades often intercepted and cut 
off the Convoys that were deſign'd for Herod's Army and ſo 
the Romans: But Herod, who was as active and diligent to 
as his Enemy, very often came up with them, and purſu'd Fw; 
his Advantages fo cloſely, that at laſt with much Difficulty FJeal 
he recover'd all Galilee from Antigonus. After this he IW. 
clear d the Country of Thieves, who in great Bodies th 
plunder'd the Towns and People. * 14 
All this while the Siege of Feruſalem went on but be 
Nowly ; and that which retarded it the more was, Venti- Ide 
dins had ſent for Silo to come to aſſiſt him to drive the] Ita 
Parthians out of Syria. But after Ventidius in a pitch d | 
Battle had fought and routed the Parthians, and killdFJ we 
their General Pacorus, he ſent Machera with auxiliary FJ | 
Troops to Herod ; who proved more an Enemy than amor 
Friend, taking al: Advantages againſt the Fews, whether! I Pla 
Friends or Foes. Heroa ſo deeply reſented this, that he] fro 
threaten'd to complain to Antony 3 but Machera appeas'd Flee, 


him, and they were reconcil'd. However, Herod ſeeing f eſt 


his Affairs move very ſlowly, and the Roman Generals tak 
very cool in his Intereſt, reſolvd to repair to Antony, cap, 
leaving his Brother Foſeph to obſerve Antigonus. Taking 
a good Party with him, he by ſwift Marches came to Au- 
rioch, where he met with a Reinforcement ; with which 
he clear'd the Country as he went of a raſcally barbarous Var 


People, who were very troubleſome to Paſſengers. An- 
rony was at that Time beſieging the City Samoſata upon 
the River Emphrates ; but hearing that Herod was coming he 
with a Reintorcement, and that he had deſtroy'd the bar- In C 
barous Pcople in his March, he drew out the Army tobe r 


receive him. Upon his Approach Antony went out wing 
meet him, ſaluted and imbraced him, he ſhew'd him allMthe 
the Marks of Friendſhip and Eſteem. Antony havingWhey 
ended the War in thoſe Parts, conſtituted Sous GovernounWnoſt 
of the Province, leaving the Army with him; and com cn t! 
mending Herod and his Affairs to him, he went for EHο nt 
Sofrus ſent Herod back to Fudea with two Legions. andMcomy 
himſelf follow'd with the reſt of his Army, Wn 

{ons 


| o bY 
2 


N 

5 
d ; 
its 


ON 1 
ng! 
ar- 


33 
al 


ing 


of the Enemy came re 
che Romans into a great Conſternation, beating back the 
J Van-Guard, and purſuing them Home to their Camp; 
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In the mean Time Joſeph in the Abſence of his Brother, 


forgetting his Inſtructions, with a Detachment march'd 
towards Fericho to gather Forage ; but the Party he had 


with him conſiſting of raw unexperienc'd Fellows, were 


eaſily circumvented by Autigonuss veteran Troops, who 
were well acquainted with all the Avenues and Paſſes of 


che Country, and eaſily defeated Foſeph and his Men. An- 


tizonys hearing of this Defeat, order d Foſeph's Head to 


be cut off, ſetting the Price of fifty Talents for the Re- 
demption of it. Upon this the Galileans revolt, and He- 
Jrod's Friends come by the worſt every where in Galilee. 
Whilſt he was in Daphne, his Brother's Defeat and Death 


were told him, of which he had ſome Hints in a Dream 
2 little before: Whereupon he haſten'd to Mount Liba- 


on, where taking eight hundred of the Natives of the 
Place, and one Roman Legion, he came to Prolemais ; 
Iſtom whence marching at Night he paſs d through Gali- 
le, ſubduing all that came in his Way, and forcing the 
ſiſt into the ſtrong Holds ; who upon Artony's Approach 
als take the Opportunity of the Night, and make their Eſ- 
FF cape thence. 


Whilſt Herod was at 3 a Party of fix thouſand 
0 


lutely down the Hills, and put 


where they ſo warmly ingag'd them, that Herod himſelf 


vas wounded in the Side. This Succeſs fluſh'd Autigonus; 


who, being impatient of diſputing it in little Parties, ſent 
m Officer of his named Pappus to Samaria for Men, that 
he might face the Enemy in the Field. But Herod meet- 
ing Pappus routed and purſued him to Fericho, where 
the Action renew'd ; for the Town being full of Men, 
they made an obſtinate Defence, ſo that this ſeem'd the 


noſt bloody Parr of the War, dead Bodies lying in Heaps 
Wn the Ground. 


In the Heat of this Action a moſt vio- 
ent Storm fell, which prevented Herod's Party gaining a 


Ycompleat' Victory; otherwiſe, had they march'd to Fers- 


em, they had at once put an End to the War: For Ami- 


{99's chief Force being broke at the Action of Joris 
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he himſelf began to deſpair of ſurther Safety in the City] 
and had Thoughts of quitting it. et 
By this Time Herod had ſpent above two Years in th t 
Recovery of Fudea ſince he was declared King of it af 
Rome. Conſidering therefore, that as long as Jeruſalem] | 
held out, his Poſſeſſion of other Places would be very pre 
carious, (for Autigonus s Party either by Surprize, or ſuſ f 
= Force often diſpoſſeſſed him,) he reſolved to bend 
is whole Force againſt the Capital, and by reducing tha 
put an End to the War. In order to which, and in Imi) 
tation of Pompey, he came and incamped before the Temſ ſe 
ple, which he encompaſſed with a triple Trench. Hiß 
own Army conſiſted of about thirty Thouſand ; to v hic ou 
Sofins brought eleven Legions of Foot, and fix thouſanq r - 
Horſe, beſides the auxiliary Troops of *yria. Aatig oni ſſom 
had a ſtrong and numerous Garriſon, and was re'olv'd te p 
Hold out to Extremity. Herod conſidering that the Steg irt! 
would be long and doubtful unleſs he could cut off theifWloc 
Proviſions, which they found Means to convey into thnd 
City by Stealth, ſo diſpoſed his Troops that he ſhut ugWner 
all Avenues to it. Then having prepared his EngineWns 
for Battefy, he weaken'd the Walls in many Places. Thi 
beſieg d made a vigorous Defence, and by frequent ExWxi 
curſions burnt the Engines, and ruin'd the Works ; where 
ever Hered had made a Mine, the Fews in the City cou 
termined, which occaſion'd many ſubterranean IngagWin + 
ments. The Fews were at laſt very much ſtreighten 
for Proviſions ; but animated by Deſpair they reſolve 
to give the Enemy as much Trouble as they coul 
At laſt being no longer able to reſiſt, Herod enter'd t 
City, the Fews obſtinately retiring into the Inner Tem ing, 
ple; but were purſued thither. And now all Thing 


are in the utmoſt Confuſion, Death and Slaughter raginWer he 
every where without Diſtintion of Age or Sex. TiMerec 
Romans exaſperated at the obſtinate Defence of the Place 


ſpare none within their Reach; and Herod's Party relo 
ving to extirpate the Faction, put them all to the .Swoed 
where- ever they found them. Auigonus ſeeing all o 
thought it beſt to ſubmit, but not to Herod ; for 55 Won 
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y& from a Tower where Saſus the Roman General was, he 
Edeſcends, and threw himſelf at his Feet. Sſus ungene- 
h&ouſly inſults over the wretched Antigonus, calling him 
Woman, and puts him under a ſtrong Guard. 
n Herod being intirely poſſeſſed of the Place, his next 
rei Care was to preterve it from Plunder. But he found it a 
ſu&Fificule Matter to reſtrain his Men, eſpecially the Merce- 
ndFarics, who were for ſeizing all they laid Hands on. But 
baß it laſt, partly by Intreaty and Threats, and partly by 


nig Force, he quieted them, and the City and Temple eſca- 
mi bed plundering. Then Sous having rewarded his Officers 


Eliß ind Soldiers, left Jeruſalem to Herod, and took Antigonus 
ich ound along with him to Antony. But Herod fearing that 
and f Autigonus ſhould be ſuffer'd to live, and be carried to 
ome by Antony, he might probably before the Senate 
| the permitted to diſpute his Right with him; and Herod 
coWurther ſuggeſted to himſelf that Autigonus was of the 


he ood Royal of Judea; but himſelf of mean Extraction; 


th{od therefore, though the Senate had declared him an 
uWnemy to the People of Rome, yet they might poſſibly 
ineFrnsfer the Right of the Crown to his Children, who 
There innocent. Theſe Thoughts gave Herod much Per- 
EAfexity: But to put the Matter out of Diſpute, he 

ade uſe of his old Argument, Bribery, and ſending a 
ble Preſent to Antony, then at Avtioch, he — * 
Im of the Neceſſity of taking off Autigonus. Antony 
d a great Mind to preſerve Autigonus to grace his Tri- 
mph; but being convinced by Herod's Gold more than 
y other Reaſon, that ſo long as Autigonus lived, the 
us would never quietly acknowledge Herod for their 
ling, he ordered his Head to be ſtruck off. . This was 
n ungenerous Act of _ and without Precedent ; 
ic he was the firſt Roman General that ſubjected a con- 
tered Prince to ſo vile a Puniſhment. Thus ended the 


lacWcign of the famous and illuſtrious Houſe of the Aſno- 
req, who had held the Government of Judea a hun- 
wo:d and twenty fix Years, and which might have con- 
oed longer in their Family, but for their inteſtine Diſ- 
r 5 | 
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All this while Hircanus the High- Prieſt remain d . 
Captive with the Parthians, whoſe King Phraates, i = 
Conſideration of his Birth and Character, treated hi 
with great Courteſy ; and diſcharging him from his Iron : 
ye him to reſide at Babylon, where a great Nun 


of Jews dwelt, who paid him not only the Rey A 
l 

N if 

I 

to 


rence due to him as High-Prieſt, but the Honour due t 
himſelf with his preſent Condition, and to which t 


a King. Hircanus had been happy if he had content 
Fews endeavour'd to incline him, affuring him they wou 
always acknowledge him for their High-Prieſt and Kin 
But Hircanus hearing that Herod was eſtabliſh'd in i 
Kingdom of Judea by the Romans, and deſirous of 10 5 
turning to his native Country, began to entertain gre: ; F 
Hopes of Herod's Friendſhip, whoſe Intereſt he had fo wy 
merly favour'd, and ſaved his Life. The Fews to 1 
viate theſe Hopes, urged his _— of the Pontific; "y 
Dignity by reaſon of the Loſs of his Ears, which Au" 
gonus had cut off; and as for his Expectation of a Re 
compence for form:r Benefits heap d on Herod, the 
adviſed him to conſider that Kings were apt to forget F 
vours conferred on them in a private State, and that the 
Affection was as mutable as their Fortune, 
Hircanus could not more ſtudiouſly puſh his Retu 
than Herod deſir'd it, who wanted to om him in h 
Power. For Herod's Jealouſy continually ſuggeſted Ap * 
prehenſions of Danger to him, and particularly from th. 
monean Family, the Chief of which now was the ca 
tive Pontif Hircauus He therefore ſent a ſplendid A 
baſſy with rich Preſents to Phraates, King of Parthi 
defiring him, and the Fews that liv'd in his Dominion 
not to deny him the Satisfaction of paying his Gratituc 
to Hircanus, his Benefactor and Preſerver. Upon the 
Solicitations Phraates diſmiſs d Hircanus ; and Herod, t 
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d nion of his Body, Herod began to caſt about with him- 
ö how to avoid all Occaſion of Sedition in the Choice 
a Succeſſor to Hircanus, which he concluded he could 
ol t do if he ſhould confer that Honour upon any one of 
"Is illuſtrious Family, and therefore he beſtow'd it on Ha- 
% a Jewiſh Priclt, whom he brought from Babylon. 
- Whis gave great Offence to Alexandra, Hircanns's Daugh- 
. and Mother to Ariffobrulus and Mariamne, Herod's 
u ite, who ſtomaching the Contempt put upon her Fa- 
hy Aly by laying aſide her Son, and obtruding a Foreigner 
T Sto the Pontificate, ſhe wrote to Cleopatra, Queen of 
rr, to incline Antony to beſtow that Honour upon her 
1 Jon. Herod ſoon got Notice of theſe Tranſactions, and 
oh ling a Council charged Alexandra with ſtirring up 
dition, and attempting an Alteration in the Govern- 
gent: But ſhe eaſily cleared herſelf, declaring the Truth, 
Id that ſhe had no other Deſign in writing to Cleopatra 
Int to preſerve the Honour of the Prieſthood in her Fa- 
ily, which was their Right. Upon this they were re- 
pnciled, and Herod depoling Hananel, created Ariſto- 
lu, Alexandra's Son, and Brother to his Wife, High- 
neſt. This Reconciliation did not laſt long ; for Herod's 
alouſy made him have a watchful Eye over his Mother- 
-Law, of whom at laſt he grew ſo ſuſpicious, that he 
pafined her to the Court, and forbid her concerning her 
f in any Part of the Adminiſtration. This exaſperated 
lexandra, who was a Woman of a haughty Spirit, and 
buld not with any Temper bear the Loſs of her Liberty; 
tfrefore ſhe again ſent to Cleopatra, deploring her pre- 
t Condition, and deſiring Relief. Cleopatra orders her 
repair to Egypt with her Son, and aſſures her of Pro- 
tion. This Advice pleaſed Alexandra, and ſhe pre- 
red immediately for their Departure, concealing her 
ſign from Herod. In order to their Eſcape ſhe had pri- 
tely prepared two Biers, in which their Servants were 
carry them to the Sea-fide, where a Veſſcl lay . to 
mvey them to Egypt. But this Stratagem miſcarried by 
Treachery of a Servant, who communicated it to one 


Wi, who had formerly been ſuſpected of having a 
, » no - * pect Hand 


| 
] 
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Hand in the poiſoning of Artipater, Herod's Father. Sa 
bion hoped, by diſcovering this to Herod, to make his Peacgo 
with him. Herod ſuffer' d them to paſs a little Way, and r 
then ſeized and brought them back. But fearing Cl 
a's Power, who had eſpouſed their Intereſt, he wati 
forced to ſuſpend his Reſentment, and ſeeming to par 2 
don them, he carried himſelf with a great deal of Kind- r 
neſs ; but at the ſame Time meditated a Revenge, eſpe e 
cially on Ariſtobulus, whom he was reſolved to remove 1 
— at preſent wanted an Opportunity, which ſoon after 
ofter*d. | 
At the Feaſt of Tabernacles Ariſtobulus was to offi 
ciate as High-Prieſt : He was a very beautiful Perſon, tall 
and well ſhaped, and in the eighteenth Year of his Age. Ale 
Being dreſſed in the Pontifical Robes, he with great Ma-! 
jeſty and State aſcended to the Altar, where he perform di 
the ſacred Rites with a charming Grace and becoming 
Reverence, which ſo attracted the Eyes of the whole 
Aſſembly, that it brought to their Minds the noble Acts 
of his Royal Grandfather Ariſtobulus, whoſe Family they 
thought deſerved a better Condition than at preſent they 
injoy d. Theſe and ſuch like Speeches they murmur'd ſo 
Joud, that Herod heard them: All which did but haſtenÞ 
the Royal Youth's Fate, though for the preſent Herod ſup- 
preſſed his Malice. Soon after the Feaſt of Tabernacles 
Herod perpetrated his wicked Deſign on Ariſtobulus, cau- 
ſing him to be drown'd as he was bathing ; and upon his 
Death reſtored Hananel to the High-Prieſthood. 
Alexandra hearing of the untimely Fate of her Son is WF 
inconſolable, and hardly detain'd from laying Hands on 
her ſelf, She ſuſpects the Cauſe of his Death, but durſt 
not mention it, 2 Means to revenge it. Herod, to 
wipe off all Suſpicion from himſelf, viſits Alexandra, and 
profeſſes his Innocence; and to incline her to think him 
ſincere, he put on ſuch a counterfeit Sorrow, that Wi" 
any one elſe would have believed him, but the injurd 
Alexandra, whoſe Reſentment check'd her Belief, and 
would not ſuffer her to be impoſed upon by his hypocri« WF" 
e IF 
ES Aera. 
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Sab Alle raudra's Grief finding no Abatement, ſhe at laſt 

PeacFojeRs a Way to do herſelf Juſtice on the Author of 
„ and Son's Murder. She acquaints Cleopatra with Herod's 
Cles Frceachery, and the untimely Death of her Son, aggra- 

> waſting her Loſs in the molt heightening Circumſtances. 
| parMeopatra makes the Caſe her own, and reſolves to have 
Kindr righted, centinually ſoliciting Aztony to revenge the 
eſpe Bech of Ariſtobulus, urg.ng how unjuſt it was in Herod, 
noveWtcr he had uſurped the Kingdom, thus inhumanly to 
afte ſfecute that unhappy Family. Atom at the Impor- 
Rnity of Cleopatra comes to Laodicea, and ſends for 

off. rod to clear himſelf of this Accuſation concerning the 
„ tallMWcath of Ariſtobulus. Herod not daring to truſt to the 
Age.Mlerits of his Cauſe, and dreading Cleopatra, who made 
Ma- her Buſine's to incenſe Antony againſt him, was in great 
rm'drplexity what to do: Bur the Neceſſity of the Thing 
ning on dictated to him, and it was to no Purpoſe to diſpute 
hole: Roman General's Will. Therefore conſtituting his 


Acts ncle Po/eph Governour of the Kingdom in his Abſence, 
theyMW: charged him, if Things ſhould go amiſs with him be- 
they Wire Aton), to diſpatch his Wife Mariamne, which he 
'd ſo etended he did out of Exceſs of Love to her, not be- 
aſten g able to bear the Thought of another's injoying her 
ſup- er his Death. 

acls Hrrod fearing the worſt, knew Gold, if any Thing, 
cau- Wuſt ſecure his Head; and therefore taking a great Sum 


ith him, he confidently went to Autom, who received 
$s Preſents, and him for their Sake. Inſomuch, that in- 


n is ed of hearing and inquiring into the Caſe, he defended 
on Nod, and told Cleopatra, That it was below a Kin 

urſt W give Account of his Actions to any, which if he ic? 
to Wt deſerved no longer to be King. Cleopatra's Hatred (as 
and proved afterwards) to Herod did not proceed ſo much 
im Whom the Abhorrence of his cruel Actions, as the Deſire 
that de had of getting him condemn'd, that ſhe might have 
rd W's Kingdom, of which Aurony was apprized ; therefore 
and efore he fer forward on his Expedition againſt the Pare 
cri- n, he gave Cælo-Syria to Cleopatra in Lieu of her Ex- 


W:3:nce from Judea. Herod having made his Peace, and 
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ſecured his Intereſt in Antony, takes his Leave, and re- 
turns Home; where he no ſooner arrives, but he is ac- 
coſted by his Siſter Salome with an Accuſation of indecentÞ 
Converſation between his Uncle Joſeph and his Wife AA. 
riamne. This was grounded on a Pique Salome had con- 
tracted againſt the Queen, who valuing herſelf on her 
high Birth, deſpiſed the obſcure Extraction of Herod's Fa- 
mily. The Queen clear'd herſelf of theſe malign Aſper- 
ſions; and Herod not only accepted her Reaſons, but 
asked Pardon for entertaining ill Thoughts of her Virtues 
However, not knowing how viciouſly inclined his Uncle 
Jaſeph might be, he diſpatched him, and ſhut up his Mog 
ther-in-Law in cloſe Confinement. 
. Aﬀter this he found out Cleopatra's ſordid Temper, 
which he appeaſed wich many and rich Preſents. And 
now having quieted his Enemies at Home, and ſecur d hi: 
Intereſt abroad, he made War with good Succels againſſ fie 
the Arabian, whom he brought to Terms, and madgFe! 
them court his Friendſhip. Then returning home, he io! 
received with great Eſteem ard Reſpe& by his People foi D. 
his Courage and Conduct. But juſt as this Sun-ſhine of 
Proſperity broke out upon him, a Diſaſter happened whic 1] 
had like to have ruin'd all his Hopes; for Antony being ne 
worſted at the Battle of Alium by Auguſtus Ceſar, 1 he 
had Cauſe to fear leaſt Auguſtus ſhould take away his KingWon 
dom for having been ſo Frm a Friend to Autony. Thillſhe 
Misfortune rouz'd his Jealouſy, and where-ever he look hh 
he thought he ſpied an Enemy; but when he conſider Rel 
Hircanus was living, and that he was the only one of thiha; 
Blood Royal, he reſolv'd to put an End to his Life anWhis 
his own Fears. To effect which an Occaſion ſoon prey 
ſented : Aexandra, Hircanuss Daughter, ſeeing her Falllfe « 
ther ſupinely careleſs and unconcern d at the Miſeries en 
his Family, earneſtly preſs'd him not fo tamely to ſul, 
Herod to be the Scourge and Ruin of them, but 
demand Aid of Malchus, King of Arabia, who woul 
not fail to aſſiſt him ; adding, that if Ceſar ſhould cal 
Herod to Account for his former Friendſhip to Autun 
* hich might reaſonably be expected, the Crown woul 


R 
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ac. no Doubt return to him. Hircanus at firſt refuſed to 


meddle in fo dangerous an Affair; but his Daughter's 
Ambition and Importunity at laſt prevailed, and he wrote 
Letters to Malchus, which he ſent by (c) Dofitheus, whom 
her! Ihe thought he had made ſecure in his Intereſt: but the 
Fa- treacherous Wretch betrayed him to Herod: Who to 
Amake the 'Thing more plain and evident againſt Hirca- 
but! uu, injoyned Du/itheus Silence, bid him take the Letter, 
tue. and carry it to Malebus, the King of Arabia, who would 
acle not fail to give him an Anſwer, which when he had got, 
Mo- he ordered him to bring it to him. Doſitheus diſpatches 
Flaway to Malchus, and having delivered Hircanus's Letter, 
per! ue ſoon received an Anſwer, which he immediately 
And brought back to Herod, who ſending for Hircanus taxes 
hid him with holding Correſpondence with the King of Ara- 
ainſt ia, which he denying, Herod produced Malchus's Let- 
nade fer. Hircanus being thus convicted had nothing to ſay 
1e if or himſelf ; upon which Herod cauſed him to be put to 
fol Death, being in the eighty firſt Year of his Age. 

ie offi Hircanus thus diſpoſed of, Herod prepared to wait on 
hic Ceſar, expecting no kind Treatment, becauſe of his for- 
being ner Friendſhip to Antony: However, ſuſpecting his Mo- 
2 "y her-in-Law Alexandra might in his Abſence occaſion 
Ling ſome Tumult or inteſtine Diſturbance, he committed 
Thilthe Government to the Care of his Brother Pherora, 
ok I rhom he ordered to convey his Mother, Siſter, and other 
der Melations, to the Caſtle of Maſſada. But conſiderin 
f that by reaſon of the old Grudge between the Queen — 
> anfis Relations, he diſpoſed of her and her Mother Alex- 
 prefftudra in the Caſtle of Alexandrion, the Charge of which 
r Fall: committed to Joſeph and Sohemus, two faithful Confi- 
ies Oflents of his. But he gave them Commiſſion, as he had 
ſuffq one before to his Uncle Joſeph, that if they ſhould hear 
ut 'Wſhings went amiſs with him at Czſar's Court, they ſhould 
wou [7/0. 2.] deſtroy 
d c 

Intom 

e) Doſ bens. This Doſithens had near Kinſman of Jeſcpb, whom He- 


woul tle Reaſon, if any, to betray Hir- vod cauled to be murdet d; and a lit- 
N us to Herod ; for Herod was a de- tle before his Brethren W. re ſlain at Tyre 


bed Enemy of Deſichens, who was a * Antony. 
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deſtroy both his Wife and her Mother, and preſerve che 
Kingdom for his Sons and his Brother Pherora. 4 

Herod having thus diſpoſed his Family and other Af- 
fairs, went to Rhodes to meet Caſar : Where being come | 
into his Preſence without his Diadem on, but otherwiſe 
dreſſed in his uſual Robes, he owned his Friendſhip for 
Antony; that he had aſſiſted him often with Money and 
Proviſions, and was always ready to ſacrifice his Life and | 
Fortune for him, to whom he ow'd both; but now the * 
Face of Affairs being changed, he told him he would be 0 
as faithful to him as he had been to Antony. This Herd II 
deliver'd with ſuch Intrepidity, and ſo becoming an Air, u 
that Czſar, mightily pleas'd with the Magnanimity and It 
Spirit of the Man, cauſed him to put on his Diadem * 
again, confirmed him in his Kingdom of Judea, and re- 


ceived him into his Friendſhip, afluring him that he ſhould? *! 
have the ſame Eſteem for him that Antony had. 3c 
Herod coming eff thus beyond all Hope or Expectation, Y 

m 


joyfully attended Cæſar into Egypt, by the Way making 
him and his Officers many conſiderable Preſents : After 
which he returned to Judea loaded with Honour and 2 
Power, to the great Wonder and Surprize of the People, le 
who expected from this Interview a different Turn off **© 
Affairs in his Fortune. As Cæſar returned from Egypt, <2! 
Herod received him at Ptolemais, where he entertained} bir 
him with Royal Magnificence, hoſpitably treating hig“? 
Army, and furniſhing them with all Neceſſaries in great Wh 
Plenty. This generous and munificent Temper of Herod d 
pleaſed Auguſtus's covetous Humour, who was as ready ton 
receive, as the other was to offer. Upon Cæſar's Depar of 
ture Herod made him a Preſent of eight hupdred Talents Hu 
and was ſo liberal to all, that he ſeemed profuſe, beyond aav 
the Wealth and Revenues of his Kingdom. Her 

At his Return to Judea he found a great Diſorder in his 
Family, eſpecially in his Wife and her Mother, who werg 4 


ſo incenſed at their Confinement, and the Charge he eff um 


with their Keepers to put them to Death, if Things weng ry t 
amis with him upon his meeting Cæſar, that they rei Rig 


proached him to his Face, eſpecially Mariamne, who * 
1 on 
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only 5 him with his cruel Deſign on her Life, in 
caſe of his Death, but when he with Pleaſure related to 
her the Succeſs of his Interview with Cæſar, and the Ho- 
+1 nour done him, it was plain Matter of Grief to her. 
This Averſion tortur'd Herod : Honour diftated Revenge 
481 to puniſh this Woman's Pride, but then Love interceded. 
His own Mother and Siſter ſeeing him in this Perplexity, 
|| thought it the only Opportunity to improve his Averſion 
to her, and therefore they load her with all the Calum- 
Iny that Malice could invent. Herod gladly heard, but 
r. unwillingly believed them. Jealouſy and Love thus agi- 
d I tating his diſturbed Mind, his Hatred ar laſt prevail 'd, 
and he had determined ſomething fatal againſt Mariamne, 
if an Accident had not interpoſed and prevented his fu- 
1414 rious Purpoſe : For hearing of the Death of Antony and 
Cleopatra, and that Cæſar was poſſeſs d of all Egypt, he 
vas obliged once more to attend him. Therefore com- 
ing mitting his Family again to Sohemus, to ingage him the 
ter more to his Intereſt, he firſt thanked him for his former 
ndl Care and Service, and then invelted him with the Go- 

A vernment of part of Judea in his Abſence. Herod was 
A received more honourably by Cæſar than before, who 
J conferred on him many additional Favours: For he gave 
him Cleopatra's Guard, which conſiſted of four hundred 
A Gauls, and the Government of that Part of the Country 
J which ſhe had poſſeſs d. He likewiſe added to his King- 
dom on the Continent Gadara, Hippo, and Samaria 
and on the Coaſt Gaza, Anthedon, Joppe, and the Tower 
Jof Straton, Then waiting on Cæſar to Antioch he re- 

turned to his own Country, where he found Fortune as 
J:dverſe at Home, as it had been propitious to him abroad. 
Herod loved his Wife Mariamne even to Madneſs, which 
ſhe returned with extreme Hatred and Diſdain. This 
Averſion of hers was heighten'd by many unhappy Cir- 
eumſtances; and it look'd like a Curſe on Herod to doat 
on the Woman that hated him. She look'd on him as 
me fatal Scourge and Perſecuter of her Family, whoſe 
Right he had uſurped, and tyrannically put feveral of 
; . YT them 
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them to Death. And when he would expoſtulate with 
her the Ingratitude and Coldneſs with which ſhe return'd 
his Affection, ſhe would reproach him with her Father's 
and Brother's Murder. Bur that which aggravated this 
unhappy Difference was Mariamne's contemptuous Treat- 
_ of Herod's Relations with the Meanneſs of their 
irth. 
Herod having waſted a Year after his Return from Ca- 
Jar in this Uneaſireſs, and finding his Wife implacable, 
reſolved to chaſtiſe her, though at the Loſs of his Quiet: 
For ſuſpecting an unjuſtifiable Intimacy between his Friend 
Sohemus and his Wife, he cauſed him to be diſpatched 
out of the World. But not being able to make out any | 


clear Proof againſt his Wife, his Siſter Salome furniſned 


him with an Accuſation to take her off, by bribing He- 


rod's Cup-Bearer to tell him that the Queen had corrupted |: 
him to poiſon him. Upon this Herod, calling a Council 


of Friends only, he accuſed her of a Deſign to take him 
off; and being now grown reſolute in his Revenge, he ©? 
gave Vent to his Paſſion, and reproached her in the vileſt 
Manner, and very unbecoming the Reverence due to 
that Aſſembly. The Council not daring to oppoſe Herod's © 
impetuous Humour, join with him in the Condemnation 7 
of his innocent Wife. However, his dying Affection ſo 
far revived, that he conſented with the Council not to I 
put her to Death, but confine her to cloſe Impri ſonment. 
Salome, who well kew her Brother's Temper, and fear- | | 
ing that ſo long as Mariamne lived he might relapſe into 
his former Fondneſs, urged the Neceſſity of the Queen's 
ſpeedy Execution; for if it ſhould be known that ſhe was 


confined, the People would attempt her Inlargement. 


Upon this Herod, who was jealous of his Power, changed 
his Mind, and commanded her to be put to Death imme- 


diately. Mariamne received her Doom with her uſual De 
Magnanimity, not betraying the leaſt Fear in any Geſture FF wh; 
or Look, but with an Intrepidity and Reſolution uncom- his 
mon to her Sex, greatly ſubmitted to the fatal Stroke. Ari 
Thus periſhed the moſt beautiful and innocent Mariamne, ¶ No 


Who? 
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who fell a Sacrifice to her Husband's Jealouſy, and the 
implacable Malice of his Relations. A Woman of ſtrict 
> Virtue, and who, but for her haughty Spirit, might have 
© ſpent her Days in great Tranquility. 
> Herod ſoon repented of his Raſhneſs in executing his 
» © Relentment fo fatally ; for though he had irrecoverably 
ſhaken her off from his Imbraces, yet her beautiful Image 
. © fill poſſeſſes his Soul, and ſhe is always preſent in his 
Thoughts: He often calls on her Name, and mcſt immo- 
derately deplores her Death: The Purſuit of Glory is no 
| © longer his Delight; but ſupinely neglecting Government, 
| © he indulges himſelf in his Sorrows, and becomes incon- 
1 | ſolable. In vain his Friends attempt to comfort him, he 
{ 
d 


* we 


has no Senſe of Pleaſure in the Variety of Entertainments 
| which they prepare to divert him, and all Delicacies are 
to him inſipid. A Peſtilence happening at this Time it af- 
1 £7 fected the People of all Degrees, which they interpreted 
nas a Judgment from God for the unjuſt Death of the 


e Queen. And now Herod having afflicted himſelf with 
ſt the moſt pungent Grief for his murder'd Wife, retires 
o into the Country, where in a few Days he contracted a 


's £1 dangerous Diſtemper : For he was ſeized with a violent 
n Inflammation and Pain in his Neck, which baffled the Art 
o of his Phyſicians, who could give him no Relief. In this 
to Condition he languiſhed for ſome Time at Samaria and 
t. Sebaſte ; during which Time Alexandra, Mariamne's 
Ubi. attempted to poſſeſs herſelf of all the Fortreſſes 
ſof Jeruſalem: Which when Herod heard, he command- 
sed her to be put to Death. 
as After his Recovery he built the City of Cæſarea in Ho- 
t. nour of Auguſtus Ca ſar, and frebuilt the Temple of Je- 
ed A ruſalem, making it a moſt magnificent Structure. The 
e- reſt of his Life he ſpent in Acts of Cruelty, putting to 
al FJ Death. Coſtobarus, Husband to his own Siſter Salme, 
re who was accuſed of 'Treaſon. Nor was he leſs ſparing of 


n-#Y his own Iflue, for he cauſed his two Sons Alexander and 
ce. ¶ Ariſtobulus, whom he had by Mariamne, to be ſtrangled. 
ne, ¶ Not long before his own Death he murdered his Son Au- 


ho“ X 3 tipater, 


Pater. By his Will he left Archelaus, whom he had by 
Maltace, a Samaritan, Heir to his Dominions; and lived 
long enough after the Birth of our Saviour to put to 
Death the Infants that had been born in Bethlehem within 
the Space of two Years, upon the News brought him b 
-7 Wiſemen, that an Infant was born, who ſhould be 
Ing. 


The End of the Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament. 
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? Abelbethmaacha. 141 
Abiam. | 92 
Abiathar. 23, 58 
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 -- - - - - Married to David. 28 
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4 | Abinadab. 34 
1 Abiſhai. 2 66 
F — — 9, 37, 477 59, * 


= - - - - -Proclaims Iſhboſheth King. 37 


=--==--[5 ftabb d by Joab. 39 
Abſalom, David's third Son. 52 
= = - = = - Betrays and murders Amnon. 54 
I reconcil d to his Father. 55 
Rebels againſt his Father. 57 
= = = = =-{5 routed and ſtain, | 62 
Achiſh. | 21, 30 
Achitophel. 58 
Adonijah rebels. 73 
=» - - - - =Submits to Solomon. 75 
- - - - --Begs Abiſhag, and is put to Death for it. 78 
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— Their Kings ſlain by Samuel 8 
An Amalekite brings David the News of Saul's Wah 

Death 34 Wſhi 
Amaſa, Abſalom's General | 62 Wſhe 
—— [; reconciled to David £4) ka 


Amala | 
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1 Amaſa is murder d by Joab Page 67 
6 Amaziah 133 
IF Ammiel 48 
7K Ammonites defeated by Saul 2 
2 Amnon, David's eldeſt Son 52 
3 Amon | 161 
e Anammelech 152 
4 Andronicus 241 
5 Antigonus 225 
7 Another of that Name 290, &c. 
89 Is beheaded 299 
c. IAntiochus the Great 239 
2 Antiochus Epiphanes, the great Perſecuter of the Jews. 
9 240, &c. 
6 His Cruelty to the Maccabees 243, &c. 
6 — 281 
[= Is poiſon'd 238 
2 | Apamia 273 
89 Apelles 252 
o FAphek 31 
2 Apollonius 241 
I Apollonius Darus 266 
9 Arapha 70 
2 Araunah 72 
9 Archilaus, Herod's Sn and Succeſſor 310 
8 Kretas King of Arabia 241, 287 
4 Ariſtobulus 275 
8 Another of that Name 302 
9 e brought to Jeruſalem 43 
9 Placed in tbe Temple Ts 
o MArmour-Bearer F, IT 
6 N rphaxad ſubdued 175 
7 Aſa the good King of Juda 93 
di Falls from God 94 
8 His Sickneſs and Death Ior 
's Wſahel 37 
4 Wſhima 151 
2 ſhteroth 34, 85 
4 W\ikalon 35 


Aſmoneag 
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Aſmonean Family, the End of them. Page 299 
Athaliah, Queen Dowager of Juda. 129 
Attalus. 240 
Avites. 151 | ; 
Ax floating. 1150 
Azariah. 93, 140, 148 
Azekah. 11 
Azokim. 277 
Azoth. 139 ( 
Azotus. 267 8 
Azrikam. | r 44 4 
—— — ——— Ca. 
ca 
B 7 Ca: 
AAL. Page 97, 98 Ca: 
— His Prieſts ſlain by ſehu. 128 Ca 
Baal-zebub. 109 Ca 
Baaſha. 94k 
His Death mT bs 
Babylon, by whom built. 1936 Ch: 
Bacchides. 260, 261, &c. (la 
Bahurim. col (it 
Balaneſs. 232 Ich 
Baruch, Amanuenſis to Jeremy. 1700 Chi 
Barzapharnes. 291% cle 
Barzillai. 16, 61 * 
Bathſheba. 48 3 13 
Is declared David's Wife. col Unt 
Belſhazzar's ſhort and luxurious Reign. 149, 195, 8 Col 
Benaiah, Captain of David's Guards. 618 Low! 
Benhadad. 94, 1 Cra 
Taken and releas d by Ahab, 103, 10% Ncul 
Beſieges Samaria. 1198 Cyr 
Is beaten by King Joas, 13 38 
Beſor. 344 
Bethel. 3. 99 4 
Bethlehem. 99 
Bethſan. 270 


Bethſura i 


j Bethſura beſieged and taken by Judas. 
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29 Page 259 
„Bible, by whom tranſlated into Greek. 238 
ad Bones of Eliſha revive a dead Man, 133 
51 reach of God's Commandment. 4 
15 4 
2 
II 
Ga Eſar Auguſtus. Page 304 
57 Cæſarea, built by Herod. 399 
4 Calf, the Meaning of dividing it. 179 
Calves, golden. 89 
_ (Canaan, new peopled by the Iſraelites. 150 
CCapthor. 35 
Carchemiſh. 164 
98 Carmel. 111 
8 Caſiphia. 213 
ol Caſſius. 285 
m lave, 25 
51 Cendebeus. 273 
3 bamos. 85 
\ Chariots of War, (In the Notes.) | 3 
ol lildren devoured for mocking Eliſha, 111 
AChimham. 184 
Ichuthath. 151 
Cleopatra. 266 
WJ Glege in 1 163 
IC /quintida. 115 


„ coſtobarus, murdered by Herod. 
co venant made and ingroſs d. 
Craſſus. 

1 Cuſhi. 
Cyrus, 


ntinuation of the ſacred Hiſtory to the Birth of Chriſt, 235 
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D 
57 Temple demoliſb d Page 26 
Dammim | 118 
Daniel and his three Friends, Shadrach, Meſhach and 
Abednego 186] 
Tell and expounds the King's Dreams 188, 191, 192 
m— Fxpounds to Belſhazzar the Hand-writing on the Walk 
19684 
V caſt into the Lions Den and eſcapes 199 
Daphne 291 
Darius Hyſtaſpis 201ʃ 
Darius the Mede 
David, anointed by Samuel 
Fights with and kills Gol iah 
=—— [5 advanced by Saul | 
Ii Life attempted by Saul 15, 17 
=—— £ diſcovered by Doeg 21Þ 
— Spares Saul 251 
I appeaſed by Abigail 21 
—Aarries her 28 
Flies to Achiſh 30 
— peed | 318 
His Wives and Children taken Priſoners 338 
Ai Lamentation for Saul and Jonathan 35, 36 
m—— 15 anointed King of Judah . 


M urns for Abner 
—— Defeats the Philiſtines 
——— Propoſes to build the Temple 


Tales notice of Mephiboſheth 

, Ambaſſador abuſed at the Ammonitiſh Court 4 

— Falls in Love with Bathſheba 4 

— Contrives Uriah's Death d 

, forced to leave Jeruſalem 69Y 

— Grieves for the Death of Abſalom, and is reprow 
for it, 67 
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David leaves off going to War in Perſon Page 70 
Orders Solomon to be proclaim'd King 74 
Gives Solomon direction for building the Temple 75 
— His Charge to Solomon 76 
Oedication of the Temple 82 

67 pelilah 224 
I Demetrius Philopator 260 
ud Demetrius Euceres 278 
86 Doeg diſcovers David to Sau 21 
9Dora 273, 276 
Porymenes 252 
Poſitheus 305 
Dothan 118 
EPowry - = 
Dura 189 


E 

aj Bedmelech Page 180 
25k Ecbatan 14$ 
2 om, King of it, whats 112 
2 Pdomites 45 
30 — — Revolt from Judah 124 
eypt EEE” 
ron | 13, 109 
308 lah 11, 95, 141 
3eazer, a Jewiſh Doctor and Martyr 2432 
9 Another of that Name, Son of Mattathias the 

F Prieſt | 25 

— Dos bravely 259 

eazer, Treaſurer of the Temple 285 
eutherus, a River 268 
lab, Jeſſe's eldeſt Son 9 
9 Elias, who | 234 
lia ſhib 299 


ku; tels the Famine 97 
id ijah foretels Elijah 
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Eli jah recovers the Widou's dead Son. 
— Works a Miracle. 
| Puts Baal's Prieſts to Death. 
Pronounces Ahab's Doom. 
Part of it is reverſed. 
— Rebukes Ahaziah's Meſſenger. 
, tranſlated to Heaven. 
Is ſaid to have left a Writing for ſehoram. 
Eliſha, appointed Elijah's Succeſſor. 


A ound as ſuch. 1114 
——Relieves the poor Widow with the Increaſe of Oil. 1148 
——Recovers the Shunamite Child. 1157 
Cures Naaman the Syrian. 116} 
—— Diſcovers the Syrian Ambuſcade to the King of IIA 
rael. 118% 

Leads the Syrians, ſent to take him, into Samaria. ibid. 
Alſ;fts the Shunamite. 122 | 
Foretels Benhadad' Murder to his Murderer. 1238 
Ir vifited by King Joas, | 1338 
Dies. | ibid 
Endor. 31, 320 
Engedi. | 248 
Epheſus. 290 
Eſther, her Story, 202, Ke 
Ethbaal. 97h 
Evilmerodoch. 194 
Eumenes. 24⁰ 
Euphrates. 45, 168 
Ezarhaddon. 1578 
Ezekiah, flay d by Herod. 287 
Ezekiel. 173, 185 
The laſt mention of him, [Ia the Notes. 186 

Ezra the Prieſt. 212, 227 
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F 
Abius Page 290 
Famine for three Years, the Cauſe of it 68 
9 Another | 122 
TFraſt of the New Moon | 18 
Felix 289 
Figs, applied to Hezekiah I58 
re, paſſing thro” it, what it meant 142 
G 

Abel Page 1 
Gabinius , 284 
ad the Prophet ſent to reprove David 7x 
34 f Gadara 307 
240 Galilee 141 
2 JGarizim, 241 
bath reduced 45 
A Gaza 276 
24 Geba 3 
1491 Gedaliah 182 
15 Gehazi, Eliſha's Servant 114. 
157k His Covetouſneſs puniſh'd with Leproſy 118 
1 Gerar 93 
1851 Geſhem 223 
\..Mocſhur 55 
TY Gibeah 354 
bibeonites 68 
Gilboa 3% 
Gibbethon 96 
WM vilead 141 
Ta- Gilgal 3 45 9 


Ginath 
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Ginath Page 96 
Gittite | 58 
Co in Peace, the Meaning 1 117 
God repents he had made Saul King 7 
His Juſtice and Love to bis People | In the ny 
ibid, 
 Goliah, Deſcription of bim 111 
A, Sword dedicated to the Lord (In the Notes] 
20 
Gorgias 253 
Gourd, what it was, | In the Notes] 138 
[ 
H 
\ 
Abor | Page 146 
Hachilah 29 
Hadad 86 
Hadadezer | 45, 48 
Haggai the Prophet 209 
alah 146 
Haman | 203, &c. 
Hanani 95, 226 
Hananiah 173, 226 
Hand, the Ceremony of it in giving Security 216 Þ 
Hanun 46k 
Hazael 123, 131 
Hazor 57 
Hebron ibid. 
Helam | 48 
Heliodorus, his Attempt to rob the Temple 240 
Herod 287, &. i 
Takes Jeruſalem 298 


m— His Management with M. Antony and Czſar 
395) 306, KC. 

Strangles his two Sons by Mariamne 309 

Hezekiah 153 

| High 
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High Places Pane 130 
Hiikiah WM 162 


innon 142 
Hippo 307 
Hiram, King of Tyre, compliments David 41 

Compliments Solomon 80 
Hircanus 273, 280 
Made incapable of Prieſthood 320 

— — 1 murder d 305 
Hittite 49 
— 6 

ophra, Xing of Egypt 179 
Hoſhea OF 141 
Huldah the Propheteſs 163 
Huſhai 58, 61 

I 
Abeſh-Gilead Page 1, 34 
Jabneh 139 
Jaddus the High. Prieſt 235 
Janoah 141 
jaſon 240 
Iddo 89, 213 
Jehoahaz 24 132, 172, 166 
Jehoiakim 126 
ehoiakin 171 
ehoida | 129 
Jehoram I12 
Another of that Name, a wicked and a cruel Man 
I23, 124 
Dies miſerably ibid. 
Jehoſap hat 67 
Jehoſaphar, a good king and bleſſed by Cod 101, 102, &c. 
Male an Alliance with Ahab 106 
Chid by the Prophet Jehn 107 


I ixvaded by the Moabites and Ammonites 108 
L. 2.) 1 Jeho- 
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 Tehoſhapbat triumphs over them Page 109 
— AlſiSts Jehoram 112 
ehu the Prophet 95, 107 
Jehu, King of Iſrael, anointed ſo by Eliſha 126 
—— Surprizes and kills Jehoram ibid. 
— The Crown intailed upon his Family for four Generati- 
ons 128 
Dies ibid. 
Jehucal 179 
Jehudi 171 
Jeremy 162, 165 
—— L ſeized 168 
— [preſerved at the taking of Jeruſalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar's Order 182 
——— The laſt Mention of him 186 
Jeroboam, appointed to ſucceed Solomon over the ten Tribes 
| 86 
- [Is proclaimed King of them 88 
— Sets up Golden Calves | 89 
—— People revolt from him to Rehoboam ibid: 
—— His Hand is withered and healed 90 
His Defeat by King Abiam 92 

——— Another of that Name 135 
Jeruſalem be/reged 172 
Again I79 
| Taken by Storm 181 
ai 219 
Jews return from Captivity 200 
Jezebel 97 
— Threatens Elijah, who eſcapes 1oo 
Inizruct Ahab how tv get Naboth's Vineyard 105 

Her Doom pronounced by Eli jah 106 
——— Her Death 127 
—_ 141 
Joab | 39 
— Reconciles the King ani Abſolom 55 
Kill. Abſolom | Gl 
—— His ſaucy Freedom with the King 62 
— He treacheroufly kills Amaſa 67 
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Joab is again made General Page 67 
— Diſuades David from uumbring the People 70 
„ put to Death by David's Order | 78 
Joas 132 
Joaſh 129 
Johanan 183 
John, the Son of Mattathias the P. zeſt 251 
Jonadab 52 
Jonah 135 
Jonathan 3, 4 
-— Attacks the Philiſtines 5 
—= Contraits Friendſhip with David 14 
nn— Renews it 19 
m— Repeats it 20 
— Again does the ſame 24 
— [ ſlain 34 
— Another of the ſame Name, the Sou of the High-Prieſt 
61 

—- Another, the Son of Mattathias the Prieſt 251 
—— His brave Exploits 260, 261, &c. 
Joram 46 
Joſeph d 305 
Joſiah 161 
Jotham 140 
Ira 67 
Iſaiah 143 
Conſults the Lord for Hezekiah 156 

—— His Death | In the Notes. 159 
Iſhboſheth 37, 38 
Aaſſinated 40 

Iſhmael 183 
Iſraelites make uſe of their working Tools for Weapons 4 
— Are routed by the Philiſtines 34 
—— Revolt to Aſa King of Judah 94 
—— Are carried into Captivity by Salmanaſlar 146 
——- Called Samaritanes 151 
Ittai 58 
Iturea 296 
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— invaded by the Moabites and Amorites Page 108 


udas the Son of Mattathias the Prieſt 251 
Burns Jo pe. and Jamnia 257 
Defeats Antiochus 258 

Judith, her Story 174, &c 
: — 
2 þ 
Adeſh Page 1402 
Keilah ; 4 \ 
Kenites N 
Kidron TH 
Kirharaſeh 11 
Kiſhon =. 
: N 

L 
Achiſh 
Laiſh 


= the Book of it found 
—— Revived by Ezra 
— Revived by Nehemiah 
Lepers 
Libnah revolts from Judah 
— — [; befieged by Sennacherib 
Lions ſent among the People 
Lot, caſting of it 
Lucullus 
2 


Machera 296 
Macheruns 280 
Machir 61 

g Mahanaim ibid. 
- Malachi the Prophet 233 

55 - Malchiſhua 34 
* Malchus 269 
1e Naa 288, 305 
Maltace, Herod's Wife 310 
Man of God $9, 90 
— Manaſleh 159, &c- 
Manaſſes 235 
Mantle, the Ceremony of it 101 
Maon 26 
13 Mariamne, Herod's Wife 303 
M_—— Put to Death 309 
I62Maſſada 290 
22 Mattan 130 
23 Mattaniah 172 
12 Mattathias the Prieſt, and his five heroic Sons 243 
12 Mea ſure 120 
15 Megiddo, a Fight there 165 
I; Menahem 140 
| : Menelaus 240 
Ir caſt headlong from the Top of the Tower 258 
rede 46, 59 
Merab 69 
= jah 106 
ichal married to David 16 
Contrives his Eſcape 17 

Keſtor' d to David 38 

M ih Y 3 Michal 


Aaſiah Page 144 


Maccabees 
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Michal vidicules David Page 43N 
= — I cure d with Barrenneſs 44% 
—— Tt is ſaid to have five Sons 69% 
Michmaſh 3, 4N 
Millo 155 N 
Mithridates 280 
Mizpah 95 N 
Moab 21, 45 N 
King of it, ſacrificed his Sou I13 
Moloch 85 I 
Mordecal 203, &c. a 
Moriah $1 4 
Morodach Baladan 158 
Mothers eat their Children 120: * 
Muſick diverts Saul's Melancholy 10 


N 
Aaman the Syrian cured 


' Naaſh 
Nabal 
— Des 
Naboth 
Nachon 
Nadab 
Nahum the Prophet 
Najothz a School or College of Religion C 
Naked, the meaning of it. ibich 
Nathan miſtakes his Direction to David 4 
Reproaches and condemns David for Murder and A ] 
dultery «14 
Acquaints Bathſheba with Adonijah*s Rebellion 7: q. 


Nebuchadnezzar 161 oy 
— — His golden Image 18000 
— Turns Brute 16M 
Nebuzaradan 18: ] 


N echo, 1 
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7 Necho, King of Egypt Page 164 
I 45 Nehemiah . d we = &c.. 
+*Nergol 151 
Net henims, who 213 
3» 4Nibhaz 151 
> Nicanor 253 
2 ®Nicaſo 235 
9) Nicodemus 282 
15 45 Nineveh In the Notes | T3 55 1 36 
2 Niſroch 157 
8 J Nob, a City belonging to the Prieſts 20 
, = Numbering the People 70 
I58 
120} — | N 8995 
10 
O 
N Bad ian Page 98 
Obed-Edom 43 
Obedience better than Sacrifice 8 
Oded 144 
110 Olivet 58 
„ 40% Omri | 96 
2% Onias the High-Prieſt 239 
2% Is depoſed 259 
> 8 Iog 
47 
Page 291 
— _ 
142 
141 
71 
29 
286 
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Pherora | 
Philip 
Philippi 
Philiſtines 
Invade Saul' Territories 
— — Invade David 
| Aeain invade David 
Plunder Jerutalem 
Phraates, Kine of Parthia 
Phul 
Pompey 
Preſents 
Prieſts flain by Saul's Order 
Princes | 
DP opheyſyin 
Proverbs of Solomon 
Ptolemy, King of Egypt 
Ptolemy Philometer 
Ptolemy Lathurus 
Pulſe 
Purim, a Feaſt of the Jews |[ In the Notes. 
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Abbah, the Metropolis of the Ammonites 
—— Befieged and taken 
Rages 
Raguel 
Rain, a great Storm of it 
Ramah 


D-moliſh'd 
Ramoth-Gilead 

Razias's Magnanimity 
Rechabites 

Reformation under King Joſiah 
Rehoboam ſucceeds Solomon 
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205 Rehoboam rules well the three firſt Tears Page 88 
z05 —— Apoſtatizes 90 
290 Rephaim 41, 68 
3 Reſſa 292 
24 Rezin 143 
41 Rhodes 305 
69 Rizpah 38, 69 
124 
300 Ss 
141 
282 
11 S 
» 23 | 
2 CAlmanaſlar Page 145 
18 Salome 266 
An implacable Enemy to Mariamne 308 
238 Salt-Valey 45 
268 _— 96 
206 — The ſad Siege of it \119, 120, &c. 
119 Sameas, an honeſt Jew that oppoſed Herod's Defign in the 
209 | Sanhedrin 287 
Samoſala 296 
Samuel, his Care of the People 2 
—＋ Reproves Saul 5 
Gives Saul neu Orders to try his Obedience 7 
— Reproves Saul again, but more ſha ply 8 
e 48 — Slays the King of the Amalekites ibid, 
; * Hu Goes by God's Order to Bethle nem to anoint David 
9 
149 | Protefts David 18 
145 — His Death 26 
7 wo an Enemy to the Jews 218 
mY 
repta 97 
_ 55 Sul, his firſt Exploit 1 
26 Being 4 e grows deſperate : 
His 1aſh Edict 
169 


How he continued King after he had forfeited the Ring- 
35 {pk In the Notes. | 5 
22 An evil Spirit polleſſeth him 10 
Rely⸗ Saul 


3 
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Saul _ David, but grows jealons 9 him Page 15 
— He reproaches Jonathan for his Friendſhip to David 


19 
— Attempts his Life for it 20 
—— Purſues David 24 
— Relents 28 
— Again relents 29 
Conſults the Witch of Endor 31, 

I flain 34 
Scaurus | 281 
Scythopolis 271 
Sebaſte 309 
Seleucus 147 
Enters Judah 154 
Sepharvaim 152 

Seraiah 173 

Sextus Cæſar | 286 
Shaking of the Veſt 222 
allum 140, 163 
Shaphan 162 
Sheba 66 
— Oueen of it 83 þ 
Shecaniah 215 
Seep- gate 219 » 
Shemaiah 88, 173, 224 » 
Shemar 96 8 
Sheva | 197%: 
Shields of Braſs g1 8 
Shilo | In the Notes. 167 
Shimei curſes David 59 
wn 7; afterwards put to Death 78 * 
Shiſhack | 1 
— Irvades ſudah and Benjamin 91 
Shobach 43 % 
Shobi 61 
Shocoh 11 
Shunamite 111% 
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 I5 Shunem Page 3! 
wid Shuſhan 202 
19 Silo 294 
20 Silver, Pieces of it, what 119 
24 Simon, from whoſe Ponti ficate the Records bore Date 272 
25 — He and his Sons murder d 274 
29 Sodomy 91 
2 Sohemus O O7 
- I put to Death YM 308 
281 Solomon born 59 
271 — Proclaimed King 74 
309 Proclaimed a ſecond Time 76 
147 His Petition to God 79 
1544 —— The firſt Inſtance of his great Wiſdom ibid. 
I52 His Alliances : 80 
173 —/ His Feaſt and Sacrifice at the Dedication of the 
286 Temple 82, 83 
222 His magnificent Living 84 
163 Apostatizeth 85 
162 - His Death aad laſt Account of him 87 
66 Solomona and her ſeven Sons 243, &c. 
83 Virit of God on David 10 
215 Stone | In the Notes] 28 
219 'Straton's Tower 276 
224 Succoth-benoth 151 
96 Suſanna 199 
197 Synarchies 132 
91 Syrians, ſtruck with Blindneſs when they came to ſeize Eli- 
167 ſha 118 
7 Beſiege Sa maria 119 
Quit the Siege 121 

- Izvade Jehu 128 
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Abernacles, the Feaſt of them revived Page 288 

Talmai | 55 | 
Tamar, David's only daughter, betrayed and raviſped by | - 

Amnon 12, 53 

'Taphne! $6 
Tarichea 285 
Tartak 151 
Tatnal 210 
Temple built 81 
— Begun to be rebuilt 200, 201 
— A Stop put to it ibid; 
—— Set en Foot again 209 
Hndered 210 
Called the Temple of Olympian Jove 242 
— Rebuilt by Herod 309 


Texts reconciled and explained ¶ In the Notes] 2, 3, 4+ 5» 6, 


7, 10, 11, 14, 18, 23, 27, 28, 31, 32, 33» 43% 453 


44, 45» 46, 47, 51, 61, 69, 70, 71, 72, 83, 84, 85, 88, 


EL 


j 
L 


95, 96, 101, 116, 117, 119, 124, 125, 135, 138, 142, 
143, 157, 163, 167, 168, 193, 194, 195, 199, 201 
204, 221, 225, 226 

Thunder, a great Storm of it 31 
Tibni 96 f 
Tiglathpileſar 141 
Tigranes 280 


Tigris 

Timotheus 

Tipſah 

Tirhakah 

Tirzah 

Tobiah 

Tobit, his Story 
01 
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| Tribes, ten of them revolt from Rehoboam Page 87 
Tripolis taken by Demetrius Philopater 260 
Triphon 269 
288 
4 * | 1 
12 | Alley of Salt Page 134 
| * | Vaphres, King of Egypt 80 
285. Ventidius, M: Antony's Lieutenant 294 
Load Uriah 49 
$4 | Urijah 145 
81 | Vzzah 42, 161 
Have  Uzziah 139 
bid: 5 
209 
210 
4 W 
399 Ater like Blood Page 113 
1 Wizard 31 
83. Waoſbip (publick) where preſeribed by the Law to le 88 
7 1 
42, 
. ROT BO 
226 
3 
96 iy 
141 | Abad LEY Page 132 
280 Zabelus, Xing of Arabia, cuts off Alexander's 
148 Y Head | 269 
2500 Zadok 58 
Zechariah ſtoned 131, 139 


156 ; Zechary the Prophet 


165, 209, 210 


172 


173 
King of Echiopia, threatens Aſa King of Judas 


_ * Zedekiah 

Ps * Zephaniah the Prophet 
era, 

46 

bes, 


93 
Ziba 
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| ——_ Meph iboſheth 
Zimri ufurps the Kingdom of Iſrael 


Page 46 
59 

30, 31 
96 

24 

45 
276 


